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PREFACE. 


•jy H E winces of friends, -the political circumftances of the 
moment, — and, as I have been made to believe, the public 
espedation, have induced me to add the following Voyages to 
thofe which have already been publiflied, to improve the navi- 
gation and extend the commerce of the Britifli Empire.— I do not 
pretend to be the rival,— but rather confider myfelf an humble fol- 
lower of thofe eminent navigators whofe reputation is become a 
part of the natio-ial fame ; and though I may be permitted, as it 
were, to envy their fuperior talents and advantages, I moft hn- 
cerely add my feeble teftimony to that merit, which has ranked 
them among the illullrious names of my country. 

Indeed I feel it a duty I owe myfelf, as well as to moderate the 
fanguinc expedation which may have arifen refpeding the liillory 
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of thofe Voyages in which I have been engaged, and may be faid 
to have condufted, to obferve, that they were Voyages of Com- 
merce, and not of Discovery; and that whatever novelty they 
may poflcfs, or original information they may bellow, arofe out of, 
and form, as it were, an incidental part of a commercial under- 
taking. 

The veffels committed to my command, were fitted out in the 
ports of the Eafl, by the commercial zeal of Brlulh lubjefts in that 
part of the globe. — It was my office, under their fpirlted and confi- 
dential encouragement, to explore new regions of Trade; — the interert 
therefore of thole patriotic merchants and gentlemen, wlto had en- 
trulled a very confiderable propertv to mv care and controul, and 
the laonour of gaining a fmall portion ot that reputation which 
is due to thofe who promote the extenlion of the Brltiih commerce, 
were the foie incentives to my zeal, and ;ilone fupported me under 
the diflicultles, and amidlt the dangers I encountered in dheharging 
my duty. AVhen I was ftruggling with the llorms of the Pacific 
Ocean, — when 1 was locked up in ire, andiiiffering die accumulated 
wretebednefs of that fitiution on the fiiores of America, — or when I 
was engaged in advancing the principal object of the Voyage, — 
and availing myfelf of any accidental opporttnity which occurred, of 
exploring thofe dubious coalls, I little thought it v/ould be my future 
lot to give the hiftory of this part of my maritime life to the 
world. — If I had looked forward to tire polTibility of fuch an event, 

I fhould 
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I fliould have enlarged my obfervations, and been more minutely 
attentive to a variety of objefts which were but curforily remarked ; 
and qualified myfelf, during every part of my Voyages, to have 
given them all the intcrell they were capable of receiving, and 
all the information they were capable of producing. But without 
endeavouring to deprecate crlticiiiri by an afFcdled humility, or 
defying it by an unbecoming confidence, 1 iball venture to exprefs 
iny hopes, — that this Volume will be found to contain information 
ufeful to commerce, and inftrudions which future navigators mav 
not difdain to confider ; that the following pages will afford fome 
entertainment to men who are curious in examining the various 
modes of human life ; and that there are many paffages in them 
which will heighten the feelings of thofe who “ fit and think on 
what a failor fuffers.” 

The Memoir on the China Trade, kc. niufi fpeak for Itfelf : — 
The Obfervations I have ventured to make on the poffibility of a 
North Well Paffage, mufi alfo be fubmitted to the candid confidera- 
tion of inveftigatlng minds. — It is, however, proper to add, that in 
fupportlng my opinion on that fub)e«‘^, I have had occafional recourfe 
to the corroborating arguments of Mr. Dalrymplc, in his admirable 
pamphlet on the Fur Trade, &c. 

That every poflible attention has been employed to render this 
Work, in fome degree, worthy of the public favour, will, I trufl, appear 


1 


to 
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to every candid reader of it. — For its inaccuracies, though, I truft, 
they will not be found to be very numerous, I mull reft for excufe on 
the very great hafte in which it was necelTarily prepared to meet 
the public impatience and I am difpofed to flatter myfelf that the 
indulgence I afle will not be denied me. 


JOHN M E A R E S. 

Kovcmlcr i(), 17QO, 
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LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS 


HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OK WALES. 


A 

A NTRIM, Mod Noble Marquis of 
Arran, Right Hon. Earl of 
Annal Right Hon. I.ord 
Ann. -flcy. Right Hon. Richard | 

Adams, Mr. 

Aftcll, Wm. Thornton Efej. Clapham 
Alexander, Robert Ef<]. Banker 
Allen, John Ef(]. 

Aud, G. Efq. Secretary of State’s Office ' 
Adbeiated Tinners in the County of Coin- j 
'ZViiUt 20 Copies I 

® I 

Buckingham, The Mod Noble Maiq. of 
Banks, Sir Jofeph, Bart. Prcfidcnt of the | 
Royal Society j 

Bruhl, His Excellency Count, Saxon | 
Ambadador ^ 

Ballet, Sir F. Bart. TchUy Parle, Conizcall 
Bayntun, Sir Edward, Bart. 

Ikale, Dinlcl Eh]. China 
Bidland, Mr. G-tv/ Mii ll/orou^h ~fh cct 
Brook, Mr. Birmingham 
Dowati.r, Captain Jlampton-com t 
B'cok, George Efq. 

Brown, Augudu> Fdp 
Bride, Patrick Efq. P.jnk Pireiftor, hcland 
Bui don, Beresford Efci. King’s Counfel 
Brabazon, Capt. Lambert of the Navy 
Barrett, Rev. John 

Ball, John Efq. Dubibi j 

d 


Ball, George Elq. ditto 
Bolton, Richard Efcp ditto 
Binns, John Efq. ditto 

Batten, Efep Pene^nre, ('nrnziudl 

Bolitho, Thomas Efq. Chyandour, ditto 
Bofville, William Efq. 

Bateman, Nathaniel Efq. 

Berry, Kingfmill Efq. 1 Luolund-Jlt cct 
Beate, Thomas Edp 
Baldwin, Mr. Rookfcllcr, 15 Copies 
Becket, Mr. Bookfellcr, 10 Copies 
Bew, Mr. Bookfcller, 6Copi(.s 
Boofey, Mr. Bookfcller, *5 Copies 
Byrn, Mr. James Bookfcller, Dublin, 6 C. 
C" 

Charlemonr. Right Hon. F '.rl of 
Clonmell,Rt. Hon. Lord Vile. Chief Jaf- 
ticc Couii o( King’s Iknch i dand 
Carlcioq Right Hn;,. I^ord, Cnlcf Jullice 
ofihe Court o( Couimon Pleas, di'>lo 
Cioneuriy, P.ight I [on. I.ord 
Clanbiaffil, Rig’'.r Hon. I.onl 
Chctwvnd, Hon. Mr. Ja ar n-'d 
Chalmers, Gcor ge I'lq. Chici Clerk of 
the Boaru ot I'ladc 

Coo m b c , H c r V e \ \^u\, e 4 Rnfjcl dreet 
ColUnfon, Michael EU], C.ofuenoi Tl^e 
Cook, Thomas Summers Edp Doivnin^-Jl* 
Cabell, William Efq. India Bo^i d 
Clowes, William Efq. Warrmglon 
Cox, Mr. Shoe-lane 
Cox, J. Henry Efq. China 



LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 


Carver, Mr. Birmingham 
Clark, Mr. Upper Grofvenor -Jiree 
Curtis, William Efq. Alderman & M. P. 
Colville, William Efq. a Director of the 
Bank, Ireland 

Crothwaite, Lcland Efq. ditto, ditto 
Chatterton, James Efq. King’s Counfel 
Conolly, James Efq. 

Campbell, George Efq. 

Cunningham, Thomas Efq. 

Coles, Richard Efq. 

Cunnach, Mr. Penzance ^ Cornzvall 
Cotton, John Efc). l.ozo Layton 
Cunningnam, Waddle Efq. 

Chalmer, Wm. Efq. Chief of the Svvedlfli 
Supra Cargoes at Canton 
Cadcil, Mr. Bookfeller, 6 Copies 
D 

Donoughmore, Right Hon. Lord j 

Dt’vin, Right Hon. Lord 
Donnithorne, Nicholas Efq. St. j^^nes, 
Cornwall 

Dennv, Sir Burry, Bart. I 

Dcring, Sir Edw. Bart. | 

Day, Rev. Archdeacon I 

Drummond, James Efq. China | 

Davifon, Alexander Efq. Hai pi'i -flreet [ 

Dunnage, John Efq. Philpoi lane 
D. nici, R. A. Ef{]. Tfion, Cnrnzvatl j 

Dawlon, Mils Sui^nna Grofvcnoi ^fqvare | 

Dick, Samuel Efq, Director of the Bank, 
h eland 

D’Oliei, Jeremiah Efq. 

Duquer) , hb nry Elq. Ireland 
Duigenan, Patrick Efq. King's Counfel, 
Ir^iund 

Donoug' morc, David Efq. 

Down, s, William Efq. 

DicKlun, Stephen Efq. 

Daubuz, C. L. Efq. Truro, Cornwall 


Davifon, George Efq. ^eber 
Defenfans, Mr. Chariot te-Jlreet 
Delemaine, John Efq. Bernei^s-p eel 
Dclemaine, Henry Efq. ditto 
Dalrymple, Alexander Efq. 

Dvlafield, Jof. Efq. CaJlle-Jlrcet 
Dalhwood, Captain 3d Regiment Guards 
Dilly, Mr. Bookfeller, 6 Copies 
E 

Effingham, Right Hon. Earl of 
Edwards, John El'q. Hale, Cornwall 
EQc, Charles Efq. 

Etches, Richard Cadman Efq. 

Etches, William Efq. 

Etches, John Efq. 

Egerton, Mr. Bookfeller, 6 Copies 
Edwards, Mr. Bookfeller, 10 Copies 
Evans, Mr. Bookfeller, 6 Copies 

F 

Falmouth, Right Hon. Lord Vif, Trego-- 

than, Cornwall 

Fitzgibbon, Right Hon. Lord, Lord 
High Chancellor of Ireland 
Fitzgerald, Right Hon, Lord Charles 
Fitzgerald, Right Hon. James, Prime 
Serjeantof Ireland 
Flood, Sir Frederick Bt. Ireland 
Franklin, Governor, Norton-Jireet 
E'rankland, R. Efq. 

For fter, George Efq. Plumhtree-Jlreet 
Forfter, R’chard Efq. Kennington Lane 
Fofter, Robert Efq. 

Fitzhugh, Thomas Efq. China 
Fitzhugh, William Efq. China 
Fox, G. C. Efq. Falmouth, Cornwall 
Fox, George Efq. P err an, ditto 
Fox, Edward Efq. fVade bridge, ditto 
FreirCjChev. de, PortugucfeMiniBcr, aC 
Fry, William Efq. IVallingtor.^ Surry 
Felix, D. Efq, Canton 



LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 


Fiflier, Mr. Richard Newcqftle 
Fawkencr, William Efq. Clerk of the 
Privy Council 

Frafer, James Efq. Golden-fquare 
Faulder, Mr. Bookfellcr, 1 2 Copies 

G 

Gosford, Right Hon. Lord Vifc. 

Gould, Sir Charles Bart. Horfe Guards 
Grant, Hon. John, Chief Juftice of Jamaica 
Gell, Captain Upper IVimpole-peet 
Gray, Richard Efq. Somerfet Place 
Garn lulr. Captain 
Goff, Jvffeph Efq. 

Gautier, Cornelius Efq. 

Gray, Dr. William 
Gould, William Efq. 

Grote, George Efq- Threadneedle-Jireet 
Gregor, Francis Efq. Rejlormel-park, Corn, 
Goddard, AmbrofeEfq. M. P. Saville-row 
Gordon, Robert Efq. Clargespeet 
Gardner, Mr. Bookfellcr, 6 Copies 

H 

Hawkelbury, Right Hon. Lord 
Howard Right Hon. Lord 
Harberton, Right Hon. Lord 
Hutchinfon,Rt. Hon. JohnHely, Princi- 
pal Sec. of State, and Provoft of Tri- 
nity College, Dublin 
Hobart, Rt. Hon. Mr. Sec. to His Ex- 
cellency the Lord Lieut, of Ireland 
Hamilton, Hon. Arthur Cole, M. P. 
Hamilton, Baron 

Hibbert, William Efq. Lime-Jireet 
Harrifon, A. Efq. CaJile-Jlreet 
Humphreys, O. Efq. St. James* speet 
Howell, David Efq. 

Hartley, Travers Efq. Prefident of the 
Chamber of Commerce, Ireland 
Hoffman, G. G. Efq. ditto, ditto 
Hamilton, Sackville Efq. 

Hone, Jofeph Efq. 


Hayes, Samuel Efq. Avon Dalt 

Harrifon, Captain 

Harris, Mr. Thomas Bafinghallpeet 

Hulfe, Colonel 

Harper, Colonel 

Hunt, George Efq. Bodmin, Cornwall 
Hawkins, John Adair, Great Malbro*p. 
Hunter, Robert Efq. King's Arms Tard, 
Coleman fireet 

Harlow, Mrs. Bookfellcr, 3 Copies 

Hookham, Mr. 12 Copies 

Holl, Mr. Bookfellcr, H^orcejier, 6 Copies 

I 

Jaffray, Alexander Efq. Prefident of the 
Chamber of Commerce, Ireland 
James, Mr. John St. Agnes, Cornwall 
Johnfon, Mr. J. Bookfeller, 6 Copies 
Jefferey, Mr. Bookfeller, 6 Copies 

K 

Kingfton, Right Hon. Earl of 
Kirkpatrick, Lieutenant James, at Col. 

Kirkpatrick’s, Slade Houfe, Kent 
Kinglbury, Thomas Efq. 

Kay, Mr. Bookfellcr, 3 Copies 
Kearfley, Mr. Bookfeller, 3 Copies 

L 

Leeds, His Grace the Duke of 
Leinftcr, His Grace the Duke of 
Lauderdale, Right Hon. Earl of 
Latouche, Right Hon. David Governor 
of the Bank of Ireland 
Latouche, John Peter Efq. Banker 
Latouche, James Digges Efq. ditto 
Lemon, Sir W. Bart. Carclew, Cornwall 
Lemon, Major Horfe~Guards 
J-,owndes^ William Efq. Upper Clapton 
Lane, Thomas Efq. 

Lane, Henry Efq. Hampton-court 
Leith, Rev. Lockhart, Chigzvcll 
Ix Mefuricr, P. Efq. Aid, and M. P. 
Lyons, Robert Efq. 



LIST OF 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


Lindfcy, John Efq. 

1 yu, lie ry I*’rq. 

L»/'trk, Richard Efq. Slonne-ftt cet 
I.ancc, Divi* Eki. Southampton 
Lance, Mi '3. ditto 

Lee, Robert Cooper Efq: Ih dford-fiuat e 
Law, Mr, Bookfcller, 6 Copies 
Longman, Mr. Bo. k feller, 6 Copies 

M 

Moira, Right Hon. Earl of 
!Mount Etlgcnmbc, Rr. Hon. Lord Vife. 
Mountjoy, Right lion. Lord 
Molelvvorth. Sir William Bart. 
Molefwurt’n, Richard Efq. 

Macaulev, G. M. ELp Aid. and ShtrifT 
Mn rrin. Colonel ^cen-Anne-Jii ect ^ fp'cjint. 
Milbanke, Admiral 
Moll} n, John Efq. 

Meares, Lewis \V. Efq. 

M c a r t s , John F Lj . Meares-cow t 
Money, Captain Charles Berkley 
Mackay, George Ebp 
Muze, Mr. James Dozv^^ate PVlarf 
Minctt, Flugh Efq. A'[ft'in Fuars 
Martin, James Efq. M. P. 

M‘Leod, John Efq. CoWeekt 4 Copies 
]M*Leod, Mrs. 4 Copies 
Marriot, John IMartin Efcp Lambs Con^- 
diat Jlu'ct 

Malkins, Thomas Efq. Idukney 
M‘Pheifon, Colonel 3d Regiment Guards 
Montagu, Captain Geo. Charles, PFhiiting 

N 

Ncwcaftlc, His Grace the Duke of 
Nolken, His Excellency Baron, Svvedilh 
Ambaffador 

Newcomen, Sir William Glcadowe, Bart. 
Carrtck-glafs 

Nepean, Evan, Efq. Under Sec. of State 
Ne^vbery, Mrs. Bookfellcr, 6 Copies 
Nicol, Mr. G* Bookfcller, 6 Copies 


O 

Ordc, Sir John, Bart. GovJ of Dominica 
O’Neil, Right Hon. John M. P. 

Oxnam, Richard E(q. PcnzancCf Cornwall 
Ommanney, Edward Efq. Bedford- [quart 
O’Conner, Vail Efq. 

Otridge, Mr. Bookfcller, 6 Copies 

P 

Palmerfton, Right Hon. Lord V.fcount 
Perry, Right Hon. I.ord 
Provod of King’s College, Dublin 
Power, Baron 

Peachey, John Efq. IPlmpole-freet 
Phdips, Fred. Efq. Stanley-place^ Chefire 
Papillon, David Efq.Le^, Kent 
Parry, Thomas Samuel Efq. Bernet s-Jireel 
Palmer, George Efq. 

Pafcoe, James Efq. Pen'isance, Cornwall 
Prout, Mr. T. O. St, Agnes, ditto 
Pole, Charles Efq. 3 Copies 
Perkins, Colonel, Marines 
Pa (ley, John Efq. Jeff'nes-fquafe 
Parkin, Hugh Efq. China 
Patei fon, George Efq. Upper Norton-Jlrcet 
Payne, Mr- and Sons, Bookfcllcrs, 6 C. 
Phillips, Mr. Bookfcller, 6 Copies 
R 

Rawdon, Right Hon, Lord 
Rollo, Right Hon. Lord 
Rolle, John Efq. M. P. CheJlerfield-Jlreet 
Ratciiffe, Steph . Efq. Judge of the Prero- 
gative Court 
Ramage, Smith Efq. 

Robinfon, Arthur Efq. 

Raftileigh, Charles Efq. St, Anjile, Cornw. 
Raftilcigh, Philip Efq. Menibily, ditto 
Robinfon, Meffrs. Bookfcllcrs, 25 Copies 
Rivingtons, Meffrs. Bookfcllcrs, 6 Copies 
Richardfon, Mr. Bookfcller, 6 Copies 
S 

Scarborough, Right Hon: Earl of 
Shannon, Right Hon. Earl of 
Strangford, Right Hon. Lord 



LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 


Smith, Sir John Bart. Louver Grojvemr-^, 
St. Aubyn, Sir John Bart. Clowance^ Cor. 
Symonds, Sir Richard Bart. 

Schomberg, Sir Alex. Bart. 

Sutton, Sir Richard Bart. 

Saunderfon, Sir James Knt. 

Snaith, W. Efq. Banker, 2 Copies 
Snaith, Thomas Elq. ManJion-Houfe-Jlrcet 
Shank, Captain Royal Navy 
Shcrfon, Robert Efq. Bridge-Jlteet 
Sampfon, Captain Barnard* s Inn 
Stettle,Amos Efq. a Bank 'D\v t&or Jr eland 
Slater, Gilbert Efq. Walthamjlow, FJJex 
Smith, General 
Smith, Michael Efq. M. P. 

Smith, Mr. Arron 
Smyth, George Efq. China 
Sleigh, William Efq. 

Stcwkfon, Captain Ely Place 
Salifbury Mr. V. Uaymarket 
Stackhoufc, John Efq. Cornwall 
Stackhoufe, William Efq. ditto 
Sibthorpe, Stephen James Efq, 
Sibthorpe, Robert Efq. King’s Counfcl 
Shaw, Captain Ely place 
Stafford, ETugh Elq. 

Stanley, Thoiras liiffj, 

Sewell, Mr. Bookfcller, 20 Copies 
Stalker, Mr. Bookfcller, 6 Copies 
Shepherdfon, Meffis- 6 Copies 
Strahai), Mr. Bookfeller, 6 Copies 

T 

Thomas, John Eiq. Vice Warden of the 
Stannerics, Chiverton^ Cornwall 
Thompfon, Thco. Elq. Depir Gov. 
Tighe, Stearne, Efq. AU^ematie-Jireet 
Tankard, Mr. Bhrmnghani 
Tyler, J. Efq. .Soliciror General of Ireland 
Taylor, Samuel Elfp 
Tremaync, William, 'E.(c\.An<:^arrick, Corn, 
Tremanhier, John Efq. Penzance, ditto 


Travers, J. Efq. Dir. of the India Comp. 
Travers, Joh ^ Efq. Sheppervm 
Tatnall, William Efq. Aldernianhury 
Thomas, Goan Efq. Shepperton 
Thoroton, Rev. Mr. John Rutland Houje 
Tynte, J. Kemys Efq. 

Todd, Anthony Efq. Gen. Pojl Office 
Turnbull, John Efq. DevonJJjne fjuare 
Thwaites, Francis Efq. Biicklerjbiny 

U 

Vernon, Hon. tienry 

Vivian, John Efq. Truro, Cornzvall 

Urmfton, James Efp Chigzvell-haU, Ejjex 

Urmfton, Mr. Luke 

Urmfton, Mr. William 

Unwin, Mr. G, Stamford-Jlreet, Surry-Road 

Urquhart, James Edward Efq. Maiding 

Vernon, Mr. Bookfeller, 2 Copies 

w 

Weftniorcland, Rt. Hon. Earl of. Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland 
Winchclfea, Right Hon. Earl of 
Wentworth, Right Hon. Lord Vife. 
Wolfe, Right Hon. Arthur, Attorney 
General of Ireland 
Willis, Rev. Mr. Tenter den ffireet 
Wilkinfon, Thomas Efq. Clapham 
Wilbraham, Roger Efq. 

Williams, Thomas Efq. Adclphi 
Whitchoufe, Edward Charles Efq. 
Wilkinfon, Abraham I'.fq. 

Ward, Charles Efq. 

Wilfon, Rich. Efq. George-Jlr. Hanover-fq. 
Waltord, Mr. Red Lion fquare 
Wight, Rev* Ofbornc Btidezvell Hofpital 
Wigglefworth, John Efq. Siotland-yard 
Wi.ecKvrlght, George Efq. 

White Mr. and Son, Bookfellers, 6 C. 
Whicldon, Mr. Bookfeller, 6 Copies 
Walter, Mr. ditto, Charing C>ofj, 6 C. 

Y 

Yelverton, Right Hon. Lord Chief Baron, 
Exchequer, Ireland 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


TNTRODUCTORY voyager the Ship Nootka, from Calcutta to 
the North Weft Coaft of America ^ in the Years 1786 and 1787, — i 

OBSERVATIONS on the probable Exiftence of a North West Passage^ atli 

Some ACCOUNT of the T K AT> E between the North Weft Coaft of America 
and China^ isc, — — — ^ l;jxi 


CHAP. I. 

Preparations for the Voyage.-~^Tianna, a Prince of the Iftand ofAtooi, and other Natives of 
the Sandwich Iftes embark,^CharaSler of Tianna, — Complement of the Crew of both 
Ships, — ^antity of Cattle, ^c. embarked for the Sandwich Iftes, ^Departure of the 
Frlice and a from China, — ....... 

CHAP. II. 

The IvmciLmA fprings her Foremaft,--~PaJfage to the Philippines.^Sail along the Coaft 
of Luconia^^Pafs Goat Iftand, the Iftes of Luban, Iftand of Mindoro and the Calamines, 
Scurvy breaks out on board the Iphiornia.— the Iftand of Panay, ’•^Mutinous Coiu, 
dull of the Crew on board the Felice, 6fr. — ^ 

CHAP. III. 

Sicknefs of the Sandwich Iftanders,---Death of mnees her Character, (^c,^Deftrubtion of 
Cattle.^Iftands of Baftlan and Magindanao, — The Ships anchor off the latter,^The Car’- 
penters and Party fent on Shore to cut a ^aft, i^c.^Lofs of a China Man,^Spaniards 
fent on board to compliment the Ships, — Both Ships moor off Fort Caldera, ^Behaviour 
ff the Spanifb Governor, iftc, — 

CHAP. IV. 

Reception at Samboingan,----Friendly Behaviour of the Governor, &c. — vtftts the 
Ship,, {St^neFEUcE prepare! to put to Sea^Lofes au Anchor and departs for 

America* 


TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


Americaj"^me Account of Magindanaoy ^c* — Aftronomical Ohjervaiimiy Anchorage, 
(Ac**^Tbe Village of Samhin^an. — Spantjb Force and Power^’^Defcription of a Ball 
given ^ the Governor, and the Manners of the People. — Nautical Qhfervations on the 
Pelage between the China Seas and the Northern Pacific Ocean. — Danger of navigating 
the China Seas, '■^Account of the feveral Paffages between the two Oceans, with Direc- 
tions, ^c.'^PaJfage between Formofa and the Philippines, — Bajhee IJles :-^Defcription 
of them, — — — — — 34 

CHAP. V. 

Departure of the Felice from Samboingan. — Pafs the Felice*s Ijles. — Mention of the Or- 
ders and InfiruBions given by the Merchants Proprietors for performing the Voyage . — 
Extraordinary Change in the temper of the Buffaloes received on board. — Pafs the IJland 
of Magindanao. — Rapidity of the Currents. — Efcape the IJland of Providence. — Pafs the 
Valour IJlands. — IJland of Sanguir, —See the North Cape. — Impoffibility of Weathering 
it. — Invariablenejs of the T racle Winds in the Pacific Ocean. — Bear up to Leeward of the 
North Cape.— Pafs the IJland Riou.—The Channel between Morintay and the IJland of 
Jelolo.— Fragrance of the Atr. — Pafs the Southern Extremity of Morintay.— Reach the 
Sea.—^be Latitude of Morintay ajcertained. — — — 

CHAP. VI. 

Shifs Courje purjued to the Eaftward— Currents fet her to the IJland of Wagicw.Symp,- 
toms of the Scurvy among the Crew. — Wmd veers, for the frjl Time, to the North Wejl.— 

Pafs Wav zv and the dangerous Tatee Ijles. — Freewill Ijles fecn. — Natives come on 
board.— Thctr Joy ai feeing Iron. — Some Account of thofe Ijles. — Their Latitude and 
Longitude, iAi. — The Jlrong Currents in their Vicinity, — — . 

CHAP. VII. 

F,xtreme Heat of the IVeatlw. — Very tempefiuous. Spring the ForemaJt% — Lofs of fome of 
the Cattle — Loje all the Goats. — DeJlrutlion of many of the Plants intended for the Sand- 
wich Ijles. — Rcafons for pointing the Ship's Cour/e to the North Weji, — Mvde of 
via uni ling the Crew. — Oicupations on Board. — Intent ion of Building a Vtffel of jifly Tons 
in King George's Sound — Carpenters complete h^r Moulds and Model. — Chlnefe Carpen- 
ters ignorant of Shtp- building. — Great Burthen of the Chinefe Junks. — Party fete Bed to 
remain in King George's Sound. — Experience the TaM of a Tvfioun.— Change of the Mon<~ 
foons. — Terrible Effe^s ofTuffoons in the Chinefe Seas and Northern Pacific Ocean. 83 

CHAP. VIII. 

Land feen, hut prevented from approaching it. — Difeovery of IJlands, which we named Gram^ 
pus Ijles. — Feel tbeJVeatber extremely cold, with the probable Reafon of it.— Nimlcr of 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


Birds f ten, a/s hy great ^antities of Rock-weed. — Di/cover a flupendous Rock, which 
we named Lot's IVtfe , — ^be Rafter of an Houfe, and a Piece of Came feen floating on the 
Water, — Tempeftuous Weather. — Weather becomes flormy as the American Coafl is ap* 
proached. — Crof the Tracks of the Re folutton and Dfovery. — Error of the Ship's Reck^ 
oningy — A Sea Parrot feen for the firfl Time. — Extraordinary Brightnefs in the At- 

mofpherCi and to zvbat Caufe attributed. — The Coafl of America feen . — Princefs Royal fails 
out of King George's Sound, — Diflrrfs of the Felicj:* — Anchor in Friendly Cove, 

VI King George's Sound. — — — “"93 

CHAP. IX. 

The commodious Situation of lilendly Cove, tn King Cnorcfs Sound. — Great Numbers of the 
Natives ajjemble to vtc-iv the Ship. — The Joy of Coviekelu on his Arrival, CAc. — Hannapa 
a Chief, come<; on board. — Comekela pr> p( res to go on JJjore. — His Drefs, k£c. — Employ- 
ments oflbtCreie. — 7 be Arriial of Maquilla, Chuf of King George's Sound, with Cal- 
licum, a Perfoi: the next tn Rank to him. — A Defripiton of their Drefes, and the Cere- 
monies they pracli fed on feeing the Ship. — Leave obtained to build an Houfe and Vefjcl . — 
Callicum attaches himfelf to the Ship, and is appointed Protestor of the Party on Jhore, 
by Maquilla. — An Houfe built.'— -Keel of a Veffellaid, — Some Account of the Murder of 
Callicum by the Spaniards, in the following Tear, — — 10 8 

CHAP. X. 

Methods employed by the Natives to advance the Price of Sea Otter Skins. — ConduSt of Co- 
mekela Made a Chief through our Influence — His Marriage, — The Magnificence of the 

Entertainment on the Occafion, — Maquilla and his Chiefs aJfeSt our Drefs and Manners, 
Valuable Prefent of Maquilla. — A Grindflonc flolen. — An human Hand offered for 
— Nairow Ef cape of the Natives on the Occafion. — Melancholy Lofs of Part of the 
Crew of the Imperial Eagle, in iq'Sq.Sufptcion that Maquilla is a Cannibal, — Extraor- 
dinary Pillow of Callicum. — Tl^e Inhabitants of Friendly Cov'e remove to a fmall 
Diflance. — — — — — 119 

CHAP. XT. 

Ship prepares to put to Sea. — Pinnace flolen by the Natives. — ImpoJJibility of recovering her. 
-—Some Uncaflnejfes on board the Ship. — Officers and Party intended to be left on Jhore, 
landed. — Provtfms made for equipping the new Vcjffel. — A formal Vifit to Maquilla, and 
Renewal of the T reaty, — He is made acquainted with the probable Time of the Iphi- 

genia’s Arrival. — Requefls a Letter for the Captain. — Our Aflonijhment at bis Know- 
ledge, and by what Means it was obtained. — Story of Mr, Maccay. — Callicum arrives 
from bunting the Sea Otter. — Articles, which had belortged to Sir Jofeph Banks, in bis 
Poffeffion,— The Ship puts to ft a, — Plan of future Proceedings, (sfr. ^ 12 7 


CHAP. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

faee 

CHAP. XIL 

The Chiefs Hanna and Detootche vijit the Ship on her to the Reftdence of Wicananijh^ 
i^c.'^WicananiJh pilots the Ship into bis Rogdfied. — Numbers of the Inhabitants come off 
to the Ship •^The Country and Village of JVicananiJh defcribed. — Vifit paid to the Chief 
^Defcription of bis Houfe.^-^Their Ingenuity a fubjcSt of Aftonijbment, — Immenfe 
Family of IVicanani/b.^His Wives ; their Beauty, — Bnyk Trade carried on with 

the Natives.”~-Murder of a Stranger by the People of the V dlage. — 7 he Ship obliged 
by bad Weather to enter the Inner Port, named Pori Cox. — — 134 

CHAP. XIII. 

The People of Wicananijh lefs civilized than thofe at Nootka. — Certain necejjdty Precautions 
occajion a Coolnefs between us and the Chief — Good Underfanding reJiored.^Ufe of Fire 
Arms known to thefe People. — The Village removes to a fmall Diftance. — Treaty between 
Wicananijh, Hanna and Detootche. — Good Confequences refulting to us from theTreaty.^ 
Prefents made to and received from Wicanantjh. — Prefent arrives from King George's 
Sound, i^c. — Prepare for Sea.^The Felice proceeds on her Voyage.-^Defcription of 
Port Cox, ^c. — — — — • — 144 


CHAP. XIV. 


Purfue our Courfe to the Southward .^Numerous Villages feaied on the Shore. -^The Inhabit 
tants eome off to the Ship.-^Dif cover the Straits of John de Fuca. — Their Extent and 
Situation. — Tatootche comes on board, — Bad Behaviour of the Natives. — Purfue our Courfe 
along the Coafi.'^Short Account of the Straits of John de Fuca, — Pajfed the Ijland ofla- 
tootche and numerous Villages. — Dangerous Coaji .--^Violence of the South Eajl Storms , — 
Cape Flattery. — Village of Clajfet, — Ship enters the Bay of ^ecnbithe. — Savage Appear^ 
ance of the Place, ^See the Village of ^cenuitett. — Defrublion Ijle. — Danger if the 
Ship, i^c. — — — — — 


150 


CHAP. XV. 


Our Progrefs along the Coafl* — Dif cover Shoalwater Bay. — Natives eome off. — Their honeji 
Dealing. — Purfue our Courfe. — Deception Bay. — Difference between the Spantjh Charts of 
Maurelle and the real Situation of the Coaji. — Beautiful Appearance of the Country.-^ 
Pafs ^ickfand Bay and Cape Look-out — See three remarkable Rocks^-^^Qofe our Progrefs 
to the Southward. — Future Plan of Proceeding. — Parts left unexplored by Captain Cook, 
now vifited. — Purfue our Courfe to the North. — Anchor in Port Effingham. — A Deferip- 
tion of it, ^c. — . — — — — 


i^i 


CHAP. XVL 

Take Poffeffm of the Straits of de Fuca in the Name of the King of Great Britam.--^V/Jited by 
the Natpues.’-^Long-boat equipped and fent on an Expedition,* — Strangers refort to the Ship* 

c -^Anxiety 



TABLE OF COKTENTS. 


— Anxiety on Account of the Long^hoat, zvbkh at length arrms.-^Reafon of her quick 
JRcturn.^^ConJliSi with the Natives of the St i aits of de Fuca, — Difance advanced up the 
Straits of de Fuca. — Fefttion of them. — Human Heads offered to fale* — Vrepare for Sea,-^ 
Leave Fort Effingham. ^Account of the Fort and Sounds — Frogrefsof the new Fejel, &c, 173 


CHAP. XVII. 

Anxiety of the Pa} ty on Shore. — Reports fp}ca:l by the Natives. — Improvement made in the 
Houfe, ^c. — Afonijlmoit of the Nanves at tie Puilding of the Peffcl. — Our Obfervation of 
the Sabbath an Obj : 7 of Cmifty to them. — Svmc Kncvledoe of tJeir Religion derived from 
theme. — Dcfgn of puhsed-ug agam to Pott Cox. — Our hiUntions ftujlrated. — Mutiny on 
Boatd. St he Pofons concerned in it tutned on Shore^ ££?r. — 183 

CHAP. XVIII. 

Conduit of the Patty on Shore, tcfpeliing the Mutiny. — H:e Mutineers go to live vAth Maquilla 
and Callicunh — A>c f ripped of their Cioaths, and made to wotk. — Ptincefs Royal feen in the 
Offing. — Prepan' for Sea. — Siyit King George* s Sound a fccond Time. — Maquilla and Callicum 
prepare forlVar. — Arms lent to them. — Strength of Maquilla* s Forces. — He departs on his 
Expedition to the Northzvaid. — Injiruliions given to the Party on Shore, ^c. — 19O 

CHAP, XIX. 

Sail for Port Cox. — Meet the Princefs Royal. — Anchor in Port Cox. — fVicananiJh removed to 
Qioquatt. — Long-boat fent there with Prefents, I^c. — Defeription of Clioquatt. — Wicananifh 
arrives on board, to take his Leave. His Son propofes to embark with us, which 
we decline. — Put to Sea, and Anchor again in King George* s Sound. — Arrival of the Iphi- 
oENiA .— affellionate Behaviour, lAc. — Arrival of Maquilla and Callicum from their 
Expedition, kAc. — — — — — 199 

CHAP. XX. 

The Crew of the Iphigenia employed on the nezv Feffel. — Inhabitants prepare to retire to their 
Winter garters. — Difpofttions relative to the exiled Part of the Crew. — Maquilla and CaUi- 
cum pay us a Pijit previous to their Depaiture, — A Sail feen in the Offing, which proves to he 
the American Sloop Waffjington. — Some Aciount of her Voyage, kAc.-^The newVeffel named 
and launched. — Orders delivered to Iphigenia, — Tianna embarks on board her.^^it 

King George's Sound, and proceed to the Sandwich IJlands — — 2 1 1 

CHAP. XXI. 

General Account of the Nations feen on the North Wejiern Coaft of America. — Their Situation, 
Villages, Population, lAc. — Knowledge of the Perple to the Southward of ^eenhiike, in 
M great Degree conjeIiural.r^Som€ Account of the American Continent, from Cape Saint 
James to the Soutbward.^Qimates^Seaj'ons^Winds — Siorms^HarbourS'-^Nceviga'^ 

tm, Iffc. — — — — — 


CHAP. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


CHAP. XXIL 

Account of the DiJiriSf of Nootka continued^ — Vegetable ProduElionu — Great Plenty of Wild 
Fruits — Efculent Roots^ — ^adrupeds — Deer — Foxes — Martens — Fbe Emiinc-^ 
Squirrel, ^c, — Marine Animals : — 7 he Whale, Sword- Fifb, Seals, (^c. —Particular 
Account of the Sea Otter, — Various Kinds of Birds, — Aquatic Fowls, — Fifi of various 
Kinds. — Manner of taking fome of them, — Reptiles. — InJeSls, — Minerals. — ConjeSlurcs 
concerning Mines in this Country, i^c, i^c, — — — 236 

CHAP. XXllI. 

The Perfons of the Inhabitants defcribcd, — The Manner in which they treat their Infant 
Children — Their Averfion to Beards, — Drejfes, Male and Female, — Various Kinds of 
them, — Their Majhs, and the Ufes of them, — Difpofition and Temper of the Natives. — An 
horrid Cujhm of kilting a Slave every Month, for the Purpofe of eating him. — The Cere- 
monies ufed on this Occafion, — Circiimfiance whieh led to the Difovery of this Prablice, ^c, 249 

CHAP. XXIV. 

Employments of the Men of Nootka, — They conftji, in general, of hunting different Marine 
and Land Animals, — Killing the Whale, ^c> deferibed, — Method of bunting the Sea-Otter, 
the Seal, ^c, — Their more domefiic Occupations. — Making Implements for lijhing and 
IVar. — Their Canoes : — A Defeription of them. — A particular Manner of Fifing. — Em- 
ployments of the Women. — Manner of colleSling and preferving the Roes of Fijh. — The 
Difpofition of the People to War. — Cujiom of e.xchanging their Women. — Religion, iAc, 258 

CHAP. XXV. 

The Felice proceeds on her Voyage. — Arrive of Owhyhee. — Heave to in Tce-yah yah Bay, 

The prefent State of that IJland. — Prefent, in the Name ofTianna, to the Chief of it.— 
Leave Owhyhee. — Improvement in falting Provijions. — Pafs the Ijlands oj Mozvee, Ra- 
nai, Morotoi and Woahoo. — Arrive off Atooi, — The political State of that IJland, — Arrive 
at Oneeheow. — Proceed on the J'oyage. — Make the Ijland of Bo tol Tobago Xima. — Round 
the Rocks qf Ville Rete, — Make the Coaji of China. — Anchor in the Roads of Macao, 272 

CHAP. XXVI. 

VOYAGE OF THE IPHIGENIJ, CAPT. DOUGLAS. 

Conduit of the Governor of Samboingan to Captain Douglas, after the Departure^ of the Fe- 
i.\c^,—The Iphigenia fails from Samboingan. — Arrives off a fmall Ijland, now named 
Jobnftone^s Ijland, — Tawnce, a Sandwich IJlander, dies, — Pafs through the Pelcw Ijles, ^c, 287 

CHAP. XXVII. 

See the Ijland qfAmluk, — See Land, which is miftaken for Trinity Ijland.— A moji violent 
Gale,— Defeription of the Land. — Seethe Ijland of Kodiak,— Arrive off Trinity Ijland. — 

I Vifiied 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

Bage 

Vifiicd hy tv:o Carnes, — Send the Jolly-boat on Shore, to try for Fiflj, — See Cape Greville, 

— Fafs the Barren Ijlands, — Receive a Vtfit from a Ruffian and fame Kodiak Hunters , — 

Run up Cook's River. — Communication zviih the Natives, — IVeigh anchor, and feer to the 
South End of Montague Ijland. — Stand in for Snug- corner Bay, ife, — • 301 

CHAP. XXVIII. 

Sail from Snug-corner Bay. — Pafs Kaye's Ijland. — Clfe in with Cape Suckling. — Send the 
Long-boat into Bhcrings Bay. — See Ijlands of Ice. — Purebafe a great Number of Sea- 
Otter Skins, &i. rf the Natives qj Crofs Cape, — A Jingular Example of the Power of the 
tVomen among them. — Steer into Sea-Otter Bay. — Pafs Douglas Ijland. — Enter a Bay, 
calltd Meures's Bay, — Pafs Rofe Point, — Join the Felice at Nootka, 317 


CHAP. XXIX. 

The Iphigeni A and N. W, America leave Nootka Sound. — Arrive off the Ijland of Mowee, 

— Tiauna receives bis Brother on board. — Arrive off Owhyhee, — A Vifitfrom the King. 

Anibor in Karakakooa Bay. — Ceremony of receiving Captain Douglas on Shore, — The 
N. W. America and Iphigenia part from their Cables,-- SufpeH the Natives of ibis 
AT of Treackry. — The Divers employed, and recover the Cables, i^c, — Tianna leaves the 
Ship, to fettle in Owhyhee, — Account of the late Change in the Government there, ^34 


CHAP. XXX. 

Arrive off IVoahoo. — Reception given by Titeeree to Captain Douglas. — Proceed to Atooi.—^ 

Taheo, the Sovereign, retires up the Country. — Returns, and vifits the Iphigenia. 

Captain cautioned of fecret Deftgns againjl him. — Proceed towards Oneebeow, — Forced by 
contrary Gales to IVoahoo. — Arrive at Owhyhee. — Alliance entered into by the Princes of 
the neighbouring Ijlands. — Affjfance given by Captain Douglas to the Sovereign of Owhyhee, 
and Tianna.— ^it Owhyhee. —Difpute among the Seamen at IVymoa Bay,— Proceed to 
Oneebeow for Tams, — ^it the Sandwich Iflands, kAc. — — . ^47 

CHAP. XXXI. 

Proceed to the N. tV. Coafiof America — Pa/s Bird If and,— Arrive at Nootka Sound.— Ar- 
rival of a Spanijb Ship.— Seizure of the Iphigenia, &c.—Sbe is obliged to leave Nootka, 

and proceeds to the Northward,— Anchors off a Village, named Fort Pitt Defeription 

of Buccleugh's Sound.— Anchor in Haines's Cove.— An Account of Mac Intire's Bay 

Examine Cox's Channel.— A Defign formed by the Natives to get Poffeffton of the Ship 

Trade with the Natives of Tat anee.— Return to the Sandwich Ifands.—Efcapefroma 
Defign of the King and Chiefs of Owhyhee.— Proceed to China Arrive at Macao, kfe, 359 

TABLES of the Route of the Felice, kAc. — The Variation of tbeQoM?ASs; and 
Meteorological Observations during the Voyage — ^ ^73 

APPENDIX, containing Official Papers, ^c. 




iiiiiin* TVr C^OA-SX of ASI-A 



A N 


INTRODUCTORY VOYAGE 

OF THE 

NO 0 rKA,—Q APT M E A R E S, 

FROM 

CALCUTTA, TO THE NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA, 
In the Years 1786, and 1787. 


I T might, perhaps, prove unintcrefting to the reader were I to enter upon the 
hiftory of this commercial expedition, — or to dwell on the patriotic fpirit of 
many diftingulHied perfons at Bengal which fuppoi ted it, as well as thofe honour- 
able marks of zealous friendfhip and liberal confidence, which accompanied its 
confignment to my care. — It might alfo be equally unimportant to others to be in- 
formed of the oppofition it received, — the arts employed to fruflrate it,— and tlie 
various, as well as painful difficulties I had to furmount in the arrangement 
of it : — I fhall, therefore, proceed at once to relate the principal occurrences 
of the voyage which it occafioned. 

On the 20th of January 1786, two veflels were purchafed for the purpofe 
of this expedition, which were named the Nootka, of 200 tons, and the 
Sea Otter, of 100 tons. The former was commanded by myfelf, the latter 
by William Tipping, a lieutenant in the Royal Navy. 
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By the 20th of February, they were ready for fea, when two oflers were 
made to the committee, who were appointed to arrange the neceflary preparations 
for the voyage, on the part of the general body of proprietors : the one was to 
freight the Sea Otter to Malacca with opium, which would be a gain of about 
three thoufand rupees ; — The committee, therefore, did not hcfitate an inftant 
in accepting it ; and the Sea Otter was immediately difpatched on her voyage : — 
From Malacca Captain Tipping was to proceed to the North Wcfl Coaft of 
America, and the neceflary arrangements were made for our meeting there. 

The other offer was to convey Mr. Burke, Pay-mafler General of the King’s 
Forces in India, with his fuite, to Madras, for which he propofed to pay the 
fum of three thoufand rupees. — This advantage was not to be refufed, and 
accordingly I had the honour of conveying him thither. 

On the 2d of March, we got under fail and proceeded as far as the governor’s 
garden, where in the evening we received, Mr. Burke and his fuite on 
board. 

On the 12th of March we lofl: fight of land, and proceeded on our voyage 
to Madras, where we arrived on the 27th, without tlie intervention of any 
occurrence worthy of relation. — Our paflage was efteemed extremely quick at 
that particular feafon of the year. — After landing our paflengers and procuring 
additional fupplies of florcs and provifions, by the kind afliflance of Jof. 
Dupree Porcher, Efq. we prepared to put to fea, which W’e accordingly did on 
the 7th of April, the very day that his Excellency Sir Archibald Campbell 
arrived to take upon him the government of Madras. At this place we received 
every mark of kindnefs, attention and encouragement. Nor among the many 
to whom we are ftill grateful for favour and for friendfhip, can we hefltate to 
mention the names of Mr. Burke, Mr. Porcher, and Mr. Boyd, as well as to 
acknowledge the peculiar obligations we received from his Excellency Go- 
vernor Davidfon. 
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Ir may not be improper to mention that, at the time of our leaving Pengal, 
all kinds of ftores were fo extremely fcarce, that the (hip was but barely 
equipped for one year ; and as for provifions, wx had not on board fuffi lent for 
twelve months, and nothing was more apparent than the impoflib'.lity of 
completing a voyage of this nature in fuch a ftate. We had, indeed, looked 
to Madras in fome meafure, for the afiiflance we received, which was to 
compleat our etjuipment for eighteen months. With refpe^t to the numbrr of 
our c ew we were ftrongly manned, but they W'cre chiefly of a defeription that 
neccffity rendered acceptable. The whole amounted to forty Europeans, including 
the purfer, furgeon, five officers, and boatfwain, and ten lafcais whom we took 
in at Madras. But all our exertions were fruitlcfs in obtaining a carpenter, and 
the want of fuch an artizan was moft feverely felt in every part of the voyage. 

It was the 23d of May before we arrived at Malacca : — our paflTage was un- 
ufiially tedious, and afforded time for the feurvy to make its appearance. In this 
early part of our voyage we lofl the boatfwain, who was one of the befl: 
men in the (hip, and, in our fituation and clrcumftances, proved an irreparable 
misfortune. On our arrival at Malacca wc were informed that Captain Tipping 
had failed for America, having compleated his bufinefs there. Here we wooded, 
watered and took in the neceffary refrefhments, not only to fupply the provi- 
fions already exhaufted, but to enable us to give every poffible afli fiance to 
Captain Tipping, when we fhould meet him on the Coaft of America. On the 
29th we put to fea, after faluting the Dutch Fort with nine guns, which com- 
pliment was returned with an equal mark of refpc£l. 

In a very few days we effefled our entrance into the China Seas, and purfued 
our courfe with a flrong South Weft Monfoon, till the 22d of June, when 
the Bafhee Iflands were feen bearing Eaft South Eaft half Eaft, diftant nine 
leagues. But it was the 26th before we could come to an anchor, at Grafton 
Ifle, which we then did, in a fmall and plcafant bay, in fix fathoms of water, 
and about a quarter of a mile from the ftiore. 
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This bay is furrounded by high land, which is cultivated to the fum- 
mtts, and the plantations, &c. being divided into inclofures neatly fenced in, 
afford a very pleafing view. A large village was fituated on a gentle eminence 
near the water ; fine groves of trees were fancifully difperfcd on the fides of 
the mountains, while a rapid rivulet glided through the valley ; the whole 
forming a fcene of uncommon beauty. About four year3 before, the Spaniards 
had taken pofleflionof tliefe Ides, in tl\c expectation of finding the bowels of 
them enriched with the precious metals. The governor and his garrlfon, &c. 
treated us with great civility, nor did they, in the lead, interfere with 
our little trading communications with the natives, — who appear to be a mod 
inoffenfivc race of people. Wc remained here four days, during which time 
we obtained great plenty of hogs, goats, ducks, fowls, yams, and fweet 
potatoes, in return for un wrought iron. 

On the id of July we tCv-k onr leave of the Bafhee Iflands, and deered to 
th.c North Ead, a courfe along the Japan Ifles, but without feeing any land. 
The charts lay clnwa ides which we mud have gone over, according to the 
fituation in which they are placed. Aftcrpading the latitude of 25° North, we had 
one continual fog, which wms oftentimes fo thick, that it was impodible to fee 
the length of the vcdcl. On the id of Augud, having laid to the preceding 
night, we judged that we were near land, and in the morning, at day-light, we 
got fight of it, through the Fog Banks, when we found it to confid of the 
Ifles of Amluc and Atcha. We flood in for the former, and anchored there for 
two days, during which time we were vlfitcd both by the Rudians and the 
natives. In our paflage to Ounalafchka we were driven among five idaiids where 
dangers furrounded us on allfidcs, and without being able to fee our way, but we 
providentially efcaped them. It had, indeed, been one continued fog ever iince 
we eroded the latitude of 35®, and from that time we had not been able to 
make more than two obfervations. We very fortunately had a time piece 
on board, which proved of the greateft utility, 
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The five ifles among v^^hich we had been fo much embarrafled, are defcribed 
in Coxe*s Ruflitin Dlfcovcries by the names of Pat Sopka : — that writer alfo 
mciitioiis the defiru-flion which many of the Ruffian Navigators have found 
between thel'e ifics and Kainfehatka. They are uninha!)it d, and fee m to be 
nothing more than huge mafi'es of entire rock. Two of them bear a flrong 
refeinblancc to each other, and poflefs rather a corrccl form of a fugar loaf. 

On the 5th of Augufl: in the afternoon we found ourfelves furrounded by a 
great number of canoes, which, from the drefs and manners of the people in 
them, we were certain mufi belong to fome of the ifles, though we imagined 
ourfelves to be too far to the Southward for them to come off*. This little 
fleet was engaged in the bufinefs of whale fifhing, and after flopping a fhort 
time to examine the veflfel, which they did with every appearance of extreme 
admiration, they left us and paddled off to the Northward. We now fleered 
a little more to the Southward, as we fuppofed that the current had fet us to 
the Northward of our reckoning. The fog continued to be fo vefy thick, that 
it was impoffible to fee any objc<fl at twenty yards diflance from the fliip ; — 
but from the number of canoes we had paflld, there was every reafon to fup- 
pofe we were in the neighbourhood of land, which mufl, in all probabilily, 
have been the ifland of Amouchta. 

The following night we were alarmed by hearing the furge of the fea upon 
the fhore ; — we inflantly tacked, and when we had flood on about two hours, 
we were re-alarmed with the fame noife. We tacked again and as loon 
as it was day-light, we caught a glimpfe of the land, over the maft-head, 
which appeared to be covered with fnow. But the fog again became impervious 
to our fight, as it were, to ciicreafe the horrid fufpenfe of our fituatkn. — 
During four days of gloom in our minds, as well as in the air, we were con- 
tinually endeavouring, but in vain, to obtain a paffage, but every way appeared 
to be blocked up againfl us. The hoarfe dalhing of the furge drove us from 
one fide, in order to be re-impelled by the fame alarming warnings on the 
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otlier. Wc had, bdeed, every reabu to believe that we had pa0ed by fome narrow 
blet into a gulph furrounded with fatal Ihores, and from which there was no 
return but by the channel through which we entered. Though wc were frequently 
within an hundred yards of the rocks, foundings were impra£):icable, and the 
ftecpnels of the bone rendered our anchors of no ufe. 

On the 5 th ill the morning, the fog cleared away, and gave us a moft awful 
profpe£t of dangers which our happy experience was fcarce fuflicient to convince 
us that it was pofiible to have cfcapcd. We now faw ourfelves furrounded 
with land of a tremendous height, which was covered two-thirds down its 
(ides wnth fnow ; while the coaft was inacceflible from the lofty, perpendicular 
rocks which formed a regular wall, except where the violent beating of the 
fca had made thofe excavations which, with the rife and fall of a prodigious 
fwell, occafioned the warning noife that proved our prefervation. We now 
faw two open channels, one to the Southward, through which we had been 
driven, and another to the North Weft. Indeed if we fleered at all to that 
point we fliould at once have got clear of our alarming fituation : but we 
had been all along apprehenfive of getting to the Northward of thefe ifles, 
being aware of the difficulty of getting again to the Southward, the currents 
being well known to take a Northerly dire<5lion in the fummer ; and then we 
might have been detained an uncertain length of time, till a flrong Northerly 
wind arofe to drive us back — the South Weflcrly winds being the mofl gene- 
rally prevalent in thefe feas at this period of the year. Finding it, however, 
impoffible to go to the Southward, by the channel through which we came, 
on account of the flrength of the current, we bore up and went to the North- 
ward, and havbg got as far to the Eaflward as Ounalafhka, we were fo for- 
tunate as to meet with a flrong North wind, which enabled us to get through 
between Unamah and Oiialafhka. la thefe flraits the current could not run 
kfs than feven knots an hour, which caufed a mofl: tremendous fea. 
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When got round to the South fide of the Ifiand, a Ruffian came ofl 
to U8 and piloted our ffiip into an harbour adjacent to that in which Captain 
Cook refic ed. 

The Ruffians on thefe Ifles, came from Ochotfle and Knmfchatkain galleot of 
about 50 tons burthen, having fiom fixty to eighty men ca-h. They hcavor 
their veflels up in fome convenient place, during their fiation here, which is for 
eight years ; at the end of which time they arc relieved by another party.— 
They hunt the fca-otters and other animals whom nature has cloathed in furs* 
The natives of the diiferent diftrids are alfo employed in the fame occupations, 
and arc obliged to give the fruits of their toik as a tribute to the Emprefs of 
Ruffia, to whom this trade exclufively belongs. — In return, they receive fmall 
quantities of fnuff, of which th y are immoderately fond ; and, obtaining that 
favourite article, they are content with their wretched condition, from whence^ 
as far as refpeds any exertion of their own, they will never emerge. As to 
iron, or any otlier European commodity, it is as fcarce with them, as with their 
continental iielghbourb. 

The ho 'lts of the Ruffians are confirufled upon the fame principles as thofc 
of the natives, hut r n a plan of larger extent. They confifl: of cavities dug in 
the earth, and a R: anger n.ight be in danger of falling into them, without 
having the leafi lul'p’*.! o i t^'.ar he was within the verge of any habitation ; as the 
only entrance into ttiefe luhierraneous places of relidence, is through a round 
hole at the top t)f them, and by a poft with fteps cut in it, as the means of defeent. 
Indeed, fuch an accident happened, on the firft evening of our landing, to the 
firft officer and furgeon of the Nootka. — On their return from a Ruffian village, 
they fuddenly <iilappeared through one of th^-fc holes, and intruded themfelves, 
in a very miexpe>5led manner, to an houlch'.M of the natives. The fright on 
the occafion was mutual;— the one hurrying out of the place as faft as their 
fears could carry them, leaving the fallen gentlemen, in expectation that the 
invaded people, with whofe mild and amiable manners they were not then ac* 

quaintedy 



»iU JKTRODUCTORT VOYAGE. 

quainted, would inftantly give the alarm, and call their friends to revenge the 
innocent invafion by murder and maffacre. — ^They found, however, on their 
return above ground, that the natives had fled in extreme confufion and affright 
to the Ruffian village. The next morning, the accident was explained ; and a 
fmall prefent of tobacco made the poor people ample recompence for the alarm 
of the preceding evening. 

The fiJcs of thefe dwellings are divided into copartments' for the purpofe of 
fleepiiig, — the fltins of animals ferviug them for their beds ; and in the center 
Is the place for dreffing and eating their viftuals. In the very cold weather, they 
ufe lamps iufleadof woed as there are no trees on the idands, wood mufl be 
a very ftarce article, having no other fepply, but the accidental drifts of it from 
the conlmcnt. Their diet confifts entirely of fifh with the oil of the fame for 
faucc. This manner of living is common both to the Ruffians and the 
natives, except that the former boll their food, and the latter eat it in a raw 
Rate. We have frequently feen them eat, or rather devour, the head of a cod 
or a halibut, immediately after it was caught, v/:th all the ligns of voracious 
fatisfaftion. The only vegetable thefe iflands produce is wild cellery, which the 
natives eat as it is pulled out of the ground. 

Though the Ruffian : have been fo long fettled on thefe iflands, they have 
produced no kind of cultivation whatever. They have not any of the domeftlc 
fowls or animals,, except dogs ; — nor had we an opportunity to examine whether 
this want of comforts and conveniencies, which are of fuch eafy attainment, 
arofe from local barrennefs, or their own indolence. Their foie dependance for 
food, is on the produce of the fea and the rivers, which, however, afford them 
great abundance of excellent filh; and, if a proper judgment may be formed 
from the ftrong and healthy appearance of the natives, or the colonifts, they 
do not want a more wholefome or ftrengthening fufteoance. 
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The natives of thefe iflcs, which arc known by the appellation of the Fox 
Iflands, are a fliort and flout race of people, with full round countenances, that 
bear no traces of a favage difpofition.— They do not cut, fcarrify, or in any 
manner disfigure their faces, like the natives of the continent; and are, to all 
appearance, of an harmlefs and inofFenfive chara£ler. Jealoufy, at leaft, is not 
among their ordinary paffions, as they difeover no fymptoms of difpleafure at 
any attentions which flrangers may be difpofed to pay to the female part of 
their community. 

The only animals on thefe iflands are foxes, fome of which are black, and whole 
(kins are very valuable. While we lay here, we endeavoured to engage the 
Ruflians to trade with us ; but they fet too high a value on their furs to difpofe 
of them to us, at leafl: for any thing we had to give in return; more particularly 
as they expelled to be relieved the following year. The harbour we entered is 
fituated about ten or twelve miles from that where Captain Cook refitted, and 
lies in the latitude of 54® 2' North ; longitude, I93® 25' Eaft of Greenwich. 

On the 20th day of Auguft, we failed from Ounalafhka, in order to run down the 
continent, till we fhould pafs the Shumagin Iflands, as Captain Cook deferibes 
Kodiak one of the Southern. Indeed, we wifhed to be clear of the Ruffian 
fcttlcments, as we knew nothing was to be got in the vicinity of them, before 
we went on the coaft. 

On the 27th of Auguft, we arrived in fight of the Schumagins ; and at about 
four leagues from the fliore, a great number of canoes came, off to us, which wc 
obferved to be of the fame conftrudlion as thofe of the Fox Ifles; and that the 
drefs and manners of the people in them were the fame as the natives of thofe 
iflands. 

It appears that the Ruffians, wherever they are fettled, from fome political 
reafon,as we fuppofe, prohibit the natives from keeping canoes of a fize to carry 
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more than one perfon. Thcfc canoes arc generally about twelve feet in length, 
ftarp at each end, and aboot twenty inches broad, tapering to a point; their 
depth in the center, where the man fits, is about twenty inches. The canoes of 
this make extend from theftraits of the two continents along tbccoaft as far as 
Cape Edgecumbe. Some of them arc made to carry three perfons ; but, 
in general, not more than one or two. The frame is compofed of very thin ftripa 
of the pine wood, faftened together with whale finews, and is then covered with 
the Ikin of the fcal or fca-*cow, which is previoufiy robbed of its hair. The bot- 
tom of the flcin-frock, which the natives wear, ties over the hole of the canoe, 
where the man fits, and prevents the fmallcft drop of witcr from getting in. 
Thcfc vcflels are paddled at a prodigious rate^ and go out in any weather. 

It was now the 28th of Augufi, and no advantage had yet arifen from the 
voyage; but as we fu-ppofed ourfclves to be at the termination of the Ruffian fet- 
tlements, and had a large track of coafl to run down, we expeded to have made 
an advantageous trade before the winter fet in, which was now haflily approach- 
ing. With thisdefign, we purpofed to make one port to the Wefi:ward'ofCook*s 
River,— and, in coafting along, we law a large opening, which appeared to be 
formed by an ifland : we accordingly ftccred in for it, — and, when wc were in 
with it, it appeared of very great extent, taking a- North Eafierly courfe. As 
wc now thought ourfclves clear of the Ruffians, wc were in continual cxpe<^- 
tlon of being vifited by the natives, and commencing the advantageous part of 
our voyage; though wc are at a lofs how to reconcile it, that fo large a -ftrait 
ihould not hare been obfcFVcd by Captain Cook. Having continued our courfe 
up it, about twenty leagues, a canoe came off to us from the inland fide, with 
three people in it, one of whom came on board, who proved to be a Ruffian 
fcaman.— He was 2 very intelligent man, and informed us that thb was the ifland 
of Kodiak, that the crews of three galliots were on duty there, and that there was 
another ifiand of the fame name along the coaft. 
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This mtelUgence was by no means plcafing, as it dafiied at once all our hopes 
of obtaining any trade, at any intermediate place, between Cook’s River and 
the Schumagin Kies. We therefore continued our paflage through the ftraits, 
which were named Petrie’s Strait, in honour of Wm. Petrie, Efq. and found it 
brought us out near that point forming Cook’s River, and diRinguifhed by the name 
of Cape Douglas on Captain Cook’s chart, Thcfe ftraits are upwards often leagues 
in length and about fifteen in breadth, and cut off* a very large trafi: of continent 
from the former charts. We anchored under Cape Douglas, and foon after feveral 
canoes came off* to us of the River Indians. They fold us two or three otter (kins, 
for which they received fomc pieces of unwrought iron, about a pound, perhaps, 
for each (kin. They appeared to be greatly rejoiced to fee us, and offered us 
every thing they had in their boats as prefents. Thefe people by^ refufing 
tobacco plainly proved that they had no connexion with the Ruffians, and by 
frequently pronouncing the word Englifh, Engliffi, it appeared alfo that the 
Nootka was not the firft vcflel of our country which had been feen by them. 
Indeed it afterwards appeared that the King George and Queen Charlotte from 
Loudon had been there before us. The canoes very fhortly left us to go up 
the river in fearch of more fkins, and the following day we faw two large 
boats coming down the river, with about eighteen men in each. They proved 
to be Ruffians who had been up Cook’s River on a trading voyage ; and each boat 
had a brafs field -piece with fmall arms for each man. They had left their 
fummer refidence which is the lower Ifland in Cobk’s River, and were pro* 
cecding to their winter quarters on the ifland of Kodiak. 

It was now the 20th of September, and the weather extremely boifferous, 
fo that we determined to quit the river, where we had been detained by 
feveral heavy gales of wind, and proceed to Prince William’s Sound, and, if 
praflkable, to winter there. On our arrival at Snug Corner Cove, in Prince Wil- 
liam’s Sound, as named by Captain Cook, the weather was very violent, and during 
the three days we lay there not a native appeared ; which circumftance led us to 
conclude, that the natives bad retired from the coaft, or were gone to the South- 
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ward for the winter. In our excurfions on fliore, we faw fome wood which had 
beta frefh cut, and by an edge tool; we alfb found a piece of bamboo, which fully 
fatisfied us that fome veflel muft have very lately preceded us ; and as our appointed 
rendezvous, with our confort the Sea Otter, was at this place, wc very naturally 
concluded that fhe had been here, and was failed for China, 

This was a fituation pregnant with difficulties ; — the coaft was to all ap- 
pearance without inhabitants, fo that if we remained here during the winter, 
tlicie was no profpeft of our being able to procure trade or refreffiments. On tlie 
otlier hand, the bad weather had fet in, with continual gales of wind, accompanied 
with fleet and fnow ; and if we quitted our prefent fituation, it was very 
doubtful whether we flionld be able to make another, and therefore be obliged 
to run for the Sandwicli Ifles, which would, in all probability, have put an end 
to the voyage, as our feamen were becoming extremely diflatisfied. In this 
fituation it was determined to prefer an inhofpitable winter in Prince William’s 
Sound, to all the comforts of the Sandwich Iflands, from whence, it was with 
good reafon imagined, that it would have been a matter of great difficulty, if 
not wholly impradlicable, to pcifuadc the feamen to return to the Coaft of 
America. Under thefe difficulties wc labouied ; but as the objtft of the voyage 
and tlie interefl: of the proprietors were deeply concerned in fupporting the 
hardships which threatened us, and the mortifications we ffiould experience, 
we rcfolved to bear the one and to fubmit to the other, A very little reflexion 
on the limited power of a mercantile officer, and the want of a due fubord illation 
in a mercantile flilp, will enable any one to believe that in remaining here, 
we Were not at Icaft deficient in zeal for the interefts of thofe who promoted 
and fupported this commercial expedition. 

On the 4 th day, feveral canoes, came off to us, and the natives be- 
haved in a very friendly and affable manner. They mentioned feveral 
Engllfli names, which appeared to be thofe of the crew of the Sea Otter.— 
They alfo made us underftand that a veflel, with two mafls, had failed from 
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thence but a few days before, and that they had plenty of fklns, which they 
explained to us, by pointing to the number of the hairs of their heads. They 
alfo informed us, after their manner, that if we would flay, they would kill 
plenty of otters for us during the winter. 

Being now fatisfied tliat the Sound was inhabited, nothing but a good har- 
bour was wanting to determine us to flay here during the levere f:afo!i ; and 
the next day the boats found a very commodious one, about fifteen miles 
Eafl North Eaft, from where we lay. Accordingly, on the 7 th of Otflober, the 
vefiTel was removed to the place appointed ; fhe was then unrigged, and the 
people began to work on fhore to ere£l a log-houfe for the armourers to work 
in ; which, from the prefent flate of the veflcl, might alfo be iileful in coii^ 
taining lumber. 

The natives now favoured us with their daily vlfits, and never failed to 
exert their very extraordinary talents in the art of thievery. They would em- 
ploy fuch a flight of hand in getting iron materials of any kind, as is 
hardly to be conceived. It has often been obferved when the head of a nail 
either in the flsip or boats flood a little without the wood, that rliry would 
apply their teeth in order to pull it out. Indeed, if the different Ioffes we fuf- 
tained, and the manner of them were to be related, many a reader would have 
reafon to fufped that this page exalted the purloining talents of thefe people, 
at the expence of truth. 

It was now the middle of 0<flober and we had colle^fled a few fkins. The 
natives alfo affembled in greater numbers, and became fo very troublefome as 
to perplex us very much, In regard to the manner in which we fliould condua our- 
felves towards them. Policy and humanity both inflruaed us to avoid, if 
poffible, any violent correftives, but it very often happened, that our people 
who were employed on (bore in wooding and ercc'llng the houfe, were obliged 
to come off to the fhip, as the natives would come down from the woods be. 
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hind them, and endeavour to take away whatever tools they had in ufe.— As 
the veffel lay fo near the place where the people were at work, that we could 
talk to them, wc did not allow them fire-arms, unlefs they were accompanied 
with a careful officer, left an improper ufe fhould be made of them ; and we 
had hitherto found that the firing a mufquct from the (hip would at all 
times drive the natives away. 

On the 25th of 0 <ftober, a large party of Indians were perceived coming into 
the creek, and as there appeared to be a greater number than we had feen aflem- 
bled before, we called to our people to come on board, and they not coming imme- 
diately, the Indians got up a-breaft of the veffel, and immediately landed where 
they were at work : — at the fame moment another party joined them from 
the woods. — As the natives in the canoes went on fhore in fpite of all our 
fignals to prohibit them, two of our guns were ordered to be pointed at them, 
which had the defired efFe£l ; as they were at this time endeavouring to take 
away the axes from our people on fhore. But on perceiving the preparations 
we were making, they cried out in their ufual manner, laule-latdi^ or friend, 
friend, and extended wide their arms as a token of amity. 

Having got all our people on board, it was thought to be a proper opportu- 
nity to difperfe the natives, who were now affembled in fuch conluicrable 
numbers, by fhewing them the power of our cannon, and accordingly a 
cannonade was fired with grape /hot, which difplayed its 
upon the water to their extreme aftoni/hment, and indeed tlirew them into 
fuch a panic, that one half of them overfet their canoes from fright.— 
A three pound field piece was then difeharged from the fhore, with a 
round fhot, which grazing along the furface of the water to a confiderable 
diftance, convinced them that it was in our power to throw the fhot 
to whatever point, and in whatever dire<ftlon wc thought proper. While they 
were deliberating, as it were, in a ftate of no common apprehcnfion, wc made 
them underftand that it was not our intention to do them any injury while 
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they cdnduded themfelves to us in an honed and friendly manner, and that it 
was our wilh to engage in trade with them, by purchafing their Ikins with 
fuch articles as we had got for that propofe. Thefe article a were then offered 
to their attention, when, after repeated (houts of joy, fuch as were dreffed in 
furs, iiiftantly dripped themfelves, and in return for a moderate quantity of 
large fpike nails, we received fixty fine fea-ottcr (kins. To conciliate their 
friend (hip, the principal men among them were prefeiited with beads of various 
colours, and they promifed to bring us (kins as fad as they could procure therm 

This attempt was certainly pre- meditated, as thefe people never make war 
upon each other in thofe large boats, w^hich they employ folely to carry away 
their old men, women, and children, on the approach of an enemy ; and they 
are called by them the womens’ boats. They now made ufe of them for the 
purpofe of landing a great number at once, that they might be certain of 
cutting off the retreat of our workmen. But though this fcheme proved 
abortive, we had no reafon to fuppofe that they would, or perhaps could refid 
an opportunity of dealing any article, of which iron compofed a part, (o 
powerful was the temptation that affumed the form of that favourite metal. 

Such, however, W'as the prefent appearance of our affairs, that we defided 
from carrying on our operations on (bore. We therefore began to cover the 
veflel with fpars, and clofe it in all round the Tides, which we got done 
above one half from aft, forw'ard ; but tlie falls of fnow became fo frequent, 
and deep on the (bore, that we were prevented from compleating it, which 
was a very great inconvenience ; as the part that was covered always afforded 
a place to walk in, as well as prevented a great deal of cold from driklng 
through the deck. It alfo formed a very fufficient fortification had that been nc- 
ceflTary as we were boarded and netted all round, ten feet above the gunwhale ; 
fo that W’e (hould have been able to have defended ourfelves againd any attack 
that could have been made upon us ; though the ice, which was forming all 
round us, gave the natives no inconfiderable advantage : but, whatever might be 
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the Inclinations of our favage neighbours, the operations of our great guus had 
frightened them into the moft amicable demeanour towards us. 

On the 3 rft day of 0 £bober the thermometer fell to 32, and the mornings 
and evenings were very (harp. Till this period, we had caught a great plenty 
of falmon, but we now found they were leaving the fmall rivers. At nvo 
hauls of the fcinc in a pond, between the neighbouring hills, we caught as 
many as we could fait for the winter ufe; and, for our daily confumption, two 
men were difpatched every morning, and in two hours they would bring down 
as many as they could carry. The method of taking them may appear rather 
ridiculous, but it is managed by following the drain of water from the pond, to 
where it emptied itfelf into the fea, and knocking the fifli on the head with 
clubs, as they were going up or coming down ; and as the channel was not above 
a foot in depth, this bufinefs proved good fport to thcfailors, as well as a fourccof 
luxurious provihon for the table. The days of plentywere however drawing nigh to 
a conclufion. The ducks and geefe which had alfo afforded us a conffant fupply, 
were now forming into flocks and paffing away to the Southward.— The natives 
had alfo brought us occafionally fomc of the mountain Iheep which were the 
only land animals we fiw amongff them, and we had depended for fome afliff- 
ance at Icaff from them on tiie article of provifion during the winter inftead of 
which, by the 3 th of November, not one of the feathered tribe was to be feen, 
nor was it pofliblc to go into the woods, the ground being, at this time, covered 
with at leaft five feet of loofc dry fnow.— The fifli had alfo left the creeks and 
coves, and ice began to form everywhere around us.— The ftupendous moun- 
tains which met our eye on every fide, were now white with fiiow to the very 
edge of the water, while the natives had no other means of fupport but the 

whale flfli and blubber which they had prepared for tlicir winter provifions. But 

fince the sd of November, the ice, from the veffel to the (hore, had been capable 
of bearing, and our people had commenced the amufement oflkaiting and other 
diverfioiis on it, which not only afforded them confiderablc recreation, but 
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contributed greatly to the prefervation of their health, till the fnow became 
as deep on the ice as it was ou the Ihorc. 

During the months of November and December we all enjoyed an excellent 
flate of health. — The natives nlfo continued their friendly behaviour to us, 
except in their incorrigible difpofitlon to ftealing, which they never failed to 
indulge when any opportunity offered, and which the mofl attentive vigilance 
on our part could not always prevent. The thermometer, during the month 
of November, was from 26® to 28°, and in December it fell to 20°, where it 
continued the greateft part of the month. 

We had now at noon but a very faint and glimmering light, the meri- 
dian fun not being higher than 6®, and that obfeured from us by hills 22* 
high to the Southward of us. While wc were thus locked in, as it were, 
from the chearful light of day, and the vivifying warmth of folar rays, — no 
other comforts prefented thcmfelves to compenfate, in any degree, for the 
feene of defolation which encircled us. — While tremendous mountains 
forbade almoft a fight of the fky, and cafe their nodurnal fhadows over 
us in the midjd: of day, the land was Impenetrable from the depth of fnow, 
fo that we were excluded from all hopes of any recreation, fupport, or comfort, 
during the winter, but what could be found in the fhip and in ourfelves. — ^This, 
however, was only the beginning of our troubles. 

The new year fet in with added cold, and was fuccceded by fome very 
heavy falls of fnow, which lafeed till the middle of the month. Our decks 
were now incapable of refiling theintenfe freezing of the night, and the lower 
parts of them were covered an incli thick with an hoary froft, that had rdl the 
appearance of fnow, notwithftan ding three fires were kept con fiantly burn ihg 
twenty hours out of the twenty- four ; fo that when they were firfi: lighted the 
decks were all afloat. For fome time we kept in the fires night and day, 
but the fmoke which proceeded from a temporary ftove, made out of one of the 
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w»$ & very troeWefomc^ tlwit the people, wfeo were now &lltiig lif, 
Were fully convinced that this continual fmohe was die caufc of their 
lickne/s. After the heavy fall of fnow we had twelve down with the feurvy, 
and towards the end of the month four died, and the number encreafed to 
twenty -three who were confined to their beds, amongft whom was the fui^;e<»r, 
who was extremely ill. The firft officer on finding himfelf (lightly affected in 
the brraft, a fymptom which generally foreboded a fatal determination in a 
very f< w days, got rid of it by continually chewing the young pine branches, 
and fwa I lowing the juice; but, from the unpleafant tafte of this medicine, 
few of the fick could be prevailed upon to perfift in taking it. 

At tliC latter end of February the difbrder had encreafed, and no lefs than 
thirty of our people were fo ill that none of them had fufficient ftrength to 
get out of their hammocks four of them died in the courfe of the month.— 
Indeed, at this time, our neceflaries were fo far exhaufted, that if the more 
violent fymptoms of the diforder had abated, there was a want of proper food 
See. to complete the cure. Thefe melancholy circumftances were rendered 
more afflidling by the hopelefs minds of the crew ; for fuch was the general 
difeouragement amongft them, that they confidered the dighteft fymptom of the 
diforder to be a certain prelude to death* 

During the months of January and February the thermometer continued 
for the greater part at 15% though it fbmetimes fell to 14^. Notwithftand- 
ing this extreme cold, we were vifited as ufual by the natives who had no 
other cloathing but their frocks, made of the fleins of fca- otters and fcals, 
though chiefly of the latter, with the fur on the outfide — ^But whatever pro- 
teaion thefe dreffes gave to their bodies, their legs remained uncovered, and 
without any apparent inconvenience.— They speared to be as much diftrefled 
for provifions as ourfelves, and as we had fcvcral calks of the whale blubber 
which had been colicfted for oil, they ufed, whenever they came on board, 
under a pretence that the weather was too hoifterous fttr them to engage in 
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whate litmtlfigt «ati?eat a regale of this luxurious article; which was al* 
ways granted to their gre^ comfort and fatisfa^iou.— In their opinion it 
was owing to our not taking the fame delicious and wholelbme nouri(hment» 
that fuch a terrible and alarming ficknefs prevailed amongft us. 

We were at firft very much furprifed at their being informed of the death 
of our people, and the places where we had buried them. — They particularly 
pointed to the edge of the fliore between the cracks of the ice, where with 
confiderable labour we had contrived to dig a (hallow grave for our boatfwain, 
who from his piping had attraded their particular notice and refpeft. — We 
indeed, at firft imagined that they contrived to watch thefe melancholy cere- 
monies in order to dig up the bodies for a banquet, as we had no doubt but 
that they were a canibal tribe. We however foon after difeovered that they 
obtained their intelligence from the conftant watch they kept, to prevent any 
other bands of natives from coming to trade with us, without £;iving them a 
Iharc of their profits, whatever they might be. 

As they paid us daily vlfits, we at firft imagined that their place of habitation 
was at no very great diftance, though we had never been able to difeover it ; but 
we now learnt that they were a vagrant people, without any fixed place of abode, 
lleeping where they could, and when they had the inclination ; and that they 
made no diftinftion between the night and the day, wandering about as much 
during the one as the other.— They never made any fires in the night for fear of 
being fuiprifed by thofe tribes with whom they feemed to be in a continual 
ftatc of hoftllity, and who muft have come acrofs the ice to attack them ; for 
as they had no knowledge of the ufc of fnow (hoes, the woods were wholly 
impafTahle. 

The month of March brought no alleviation of our dlftrefTcs It was as 
cold as the months which preceded it. In the early part of it there fell a great 
ileal of Ihow, which encrcaicd the number of the (ick, and the violence of the 
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4iforder in thofe who were already affliiSied by it, — In the courfe of Ais month 
we had the melancholy oiEce of performing the laft imperfed oblcqules to the 
remains of the fnrgeon and the pilot. Thcfe were heavy misfortunes, and 
the lofs of the former, at a moment when medical knowledge was fo necefiary, 
muft be confidered by all who read this page, as a confummate afflidtion. 

The firft officer finding a return of his complaint, applied to the fame means 
of relief which had before been fo fuccefsful, — exercife and the juice of the 
pine tree. — He made a decodtion of the latter which was extremely naufcous, 
and very difficult, though very much diluted, to keep on the ftomach : — it 
operated repeatedly as an emetic, before it became a progreffive remedy 
and perhaps this very efFedl, by cleanfing the ftomach, aided the future falutarjr 
operations of this anti-fcorbutic medicine. The fecond officer and one or two 
of the feameii perfifting in the fame regimen, found fimilar benefit, and were 
recovered from a very reduced ftatc ; but it is one of the unfortunate fymptoms 
of this melancholy diforder, to be averfe to motion, and to find pain bordering 
on anguifh, in attempting to ufc that exercife which is the predominant remedy. 

Having loft pur furgeon, we were now deprived of all medical aid. — Every 
advantage the lick could receive from the moft tender and vigilant attention, 
they received from myfelf, the firft officer and a feaman, who were yet in a 
ftatc to do them that fervice. But ftill we continued to fee and lament a gra- 
dual diminution of our crew from this terrible diforder. Too often did I find 
myfelf called to affift in performing the dreadful office, of dragging the 
dead bodies acrofs the ice, to a lhallow fepulchre which our own hands had 
hewn out for them on the Ihore. The fledge on which we fetched the wood 
was their hearfe, and the chafms in the ice their grave But thefe im- 
perfed rites were attended with that fincerity of grief which does not always 
follow the gorgeous array of funeral pride to fcpulchral domes. Indeed, the only 
happincfs ; or, -to exprefs myfelf with more accuracy, the oUly alleviation of 
our wrctchcdncft was when we could abfcnt ourfelvcs from the vcflcl, and get 
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ttray from hearing the groaui of our aiHidlcd people, in oi^der to find relief 
iti a iblitary review of our forlorn iituatlon. All our cordial provifions had 
long been cxhaufted ; — we had nothing to ftrengthen and fupport the fick but 
bifcuit, rice, and a fmall quantity of flour, but no kind of fugar or wine to 
give with them. Of fait beef and pork there was no deficiency ; but, even if 
it had been a proper food, the averfion of the people to the very fight of it, 
would have prevented its falutary efFcds, Filh or fowl was not an offer* 
mg of the winter here. A crow or a fea-gull were rare delicacies, and an 
eagle, one or two of which we killed, when they feemed to be hovering about, 
as if they would feed upon us, inftead of fnrnifhmg us with food, was a feafV 
indeed. — Our two goats, a male and female of the fame age, and who had 
been our companions throughout the voyage, were at length relu£lantly killed, 
and ferved the fick, with broth, &c. made of their flefli, for fourteen days* 

Though we were at the latter end of March, there was, as yet, no change 
in the weather; — the cold ftill continued its Inhofpitable feverity: — we now, 
however, began to derive fome hopes from feeing the fun, which had been fo 
long obfeured from us, juft peep at noon over the fummits of the moun- 
tains. The thermometer had, during this month, been for the moft part at 15° 
and 16®, though it had fometimes rifeii to 17*. 

The early part of the month of April was very frofty, with violent winds* 
Towards the middle of it, we had fome very heavy Southerly gales, which^ 
produce the funimer in thefe high latitudes, as the Northerly ones prevail 
throughout the winter. The change of wind produced, as may be fuppofed, a 
fenfible alteration in the air ; but it brought heavy (bowers of fnow, and did not 
become ftationary ; fo that with the return of the North wind, it became as cold 
as ever. In fhort, during the latter part of this month there was a continual 
combat of thefe oppofing winds, which were the more difagreeable, as it oc- 
cafioned thick and hazy weather* While the South wind prevailed, the fick 
people grew worfe, and in the courfe of this month, four Europeans and three 
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Lafcars died. The fecond oflSccr and the feaman who entered upon the pine 
juice regimen, were now fo far recovered as to get upon deck to receive the 
fiiort but welcome vifit of the fun. This circumftance induced many of the 
fick men to apply to the dccoftion, and fomc of them were perfuaded to con- 
tinue it ; but, in general, it was neglcdcd, with a determination to die at their 
eafe, (according to their manner of expreffion) rather than be tormented by fuch 
a naufeous and torturing remedy. 

Towards the end of the month, in the mid-day fun, the thermometer ralfed 
to 32"^, but at night it full below the freezing point to 27”. During the laft 
three days in this month, the natives brought us fome herring and fea-fowl. 
The fitii, I myfelf diftributed to the fick, and no words can exprefs the eager 
joy which animated their haggard countenances on receiving fuch a comforta- 
ble and refre(hlng meal: — and every encouragement was, of courfe, given to the 
natives to procure a conftant fupply of this ftrengthenmg food. 

Thcfe people now began to confole us with an aflu ranee that the cold 
would fooii be gone. They had, indeed, always made us underftaud, that 
the fummer would commence about the middle of May, by counting the 
number of moons. The fun now began to make a large circle over the hills, 
and at mid-day it vms exceedingly reviving. The fupplies of fifli were allb 
frequent, and we began to feel hopes, that the remaining part of us would 
get out of this defolate abode, and return again to our country. Thefe cir- 
cumftances gave fach a turn to the fpiritsof the people, that many of them 
confented to be brought upon deck to feel the rays of the fun, who fainted 
when they approached the air. It is very fingular that many of them who 
preferved aftonlfhing fpirlts, and would fay or do any thing, who appeared 
in fhort, as if they were free from all diforder, while they were in bed, would 
from the mofl trifling motion, or only touching the fide of their hammocks, be 
j:iu:own into fuch agonizing pains, ai\d fucceffive faintings, that every moment 
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might be fuppofcd to be their laft. lu this ftatc they would remain for near 
half an hour, before they recovered. 

By the 6 th of May, there was an aftonifliing change in every thing around 
118 ; the feameii who had not been very much reduced, recovered miraculoudy, 
from drinking the decodion. We had now as much fiih as we could eat, 
with a great variety of fca-fowl, with which the natives daily provided us. — 
We had alfo feen feveral flights of geefe and ducks pafs over us, but none 
had as yet come within our reach. 

On the 17th, a company of the natives, with the King of the Sound, 
named Shenoway, came on board with great form, to congratulate us on the 
return of fummer. — They alfo informed us that they had feen two veflels 
at fca, an article of intelligence which we fcarce knew how to believe, though 
it was confirmed by the fimilar and fubfequent information of others of the 
natives ; but, on the 19th, this doubtful account was verified by the arrival of 
two canoes conducting a boat, in which was Captain Dixon of the Queen 
Charlotte from London, which, with her confort the King George, Captain 
Portlock, he had left at Montagu Iflc, to come in queft of us, on the informa- 
tion of the Indians. 

If all the circumftances are confidered, — this mufi: be mentioned as a moft ex- 
traordinary meeting; and when the horrid fituatioii of the Nootka and her crew 
is called into reflection, their ficknefs and their forrow, — their defolate fituation 
fo long continued, — and the chilling apprehenfions that, from the ftate of the 
crew and the ftate of the fhip, even when the weather relaxed, and the feafou 
became favourable, they might not poflTcfs the means of quitting it ; — when 
all thefe items of misfortune are brought to one aggregate of evil, it is not a 
matter of furprife that Captain Dixon fhould be welcomed as a guardian anc’icl 
with tears of joy. Nor fhall I deny that we received confiderable afliflanco 
and fcrvicc from Captain Portlock, whofe cm^iflador he was. — ^And here I 
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Hionld hare cdnciyded this pait of my futijedb ; but as the latter gentiemaai 
in the adcount of his voyage, has thought proper to reprefoit himfeif as pof* 
iefling the virtues of a Samaritan, and that he exerclfed them all upon me, 
1 have thought proper to ftate the hiftory of his' condud urith all the ne- 
-ceflary vouchers, that the public may be in poffcflion of the truth, and be 
enabled to judge of the extent of the obligations I owe to the jufticc, the libe- 
irality, and the humanity of Captain Portlock*. 

By the 12th of May, the meridian fun became very powerful, and the 
'Southerly winds being fet in, the air was foft and pleafant. The thermo- 
meter during the day and in the (hade flood at 40*, though at night it fell to 
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♦ In May, 17*7, Captain A. Portlock arrived in the King George in an harbour in Prince William’s Sound, as did 
the Qjuecn Charlotte, Captain Dixon, who was difpatched with the boats on a trading trip, and arrived in Snug Comer 
Cove, with the long-boat of the King George and two whale boats. They were informed by the natives, that a.vefli;l 
was at anchor near them, which they underdiood to be the Nootlu, Captain Meares. On this intelligence, Captain 
Dixon was condu6led by the ntltives, and arrived on board the Nootka late in the evening. 

When our mutual furprife was in fome mcafure abated, Captain Dixon was informed by me of my condition, and the 
misfortunes which we had encountered. To which he replied, that it only lay in Captain Portlock’s power to lend 
tis the affidance he fajv we fo much wanted, and that he propofed to depart very early in the morning to the Ihips, 
-which were diflant near so leagues : he alfo added he was certain that Captain Portlock would put to fea iminediately #n 
his hearing this intelligence of us. 

I made Captain Dixon fenfible of our fittution, and that I had no boat Capable of proceeding down to the Ihips; I 
therefore requefted to know if he would give me a paiTage, in order that I might lay before Captain Portlock the hiftory of 
cur diftrefles; but Captain Dixon very honeftly informed me, that though he would moft ajibredly accommodate me with 
a paiTage, yet he did not think that Captain Portlock would fend up a boat in return. I then confidered, that, if I went 
down, and'the fttips'fhouldnevenhclefs foil, leaving me tw get back as I could, libould be in a ftate of the moft accu- 
mulated misforttme ;->-and, though my going down would have been fome tie on Captain Portlock to fend me back to 
my ftiip in one of his boats, yet the diftance between us being fo great, it would take up fome -days of his time, which 
might be to the detriment of his voyage : l'therefoi%KMi<tbi8>oonridora(tk>n, waved going, and inftantly wrote, to Captain 
Portlock by Captain Dixon. (No. 1.) 

A few hours after the departure of Captain Dixon, it occurred tp me, < that if we could pofllbly launch the long-boat, 
«nd proceed to the (hip, it might be the means of feouring fome affiftance previous to their departure. 

The hull of the boat, indeed, was deploritbie, — for wheix we launched her it wm with difficulty that we could keep 
her afloat; ncverthelers, I embarked in her (accompanied by the flrft officer and five men) the fame evening. I fook 
with me two calks of rum, and fevend bags of rice, to exchange for Ibme gin, and a Jiltle fugar and cheefe; all whidi. 
Captain Dixon informed me, they had in abundance. 

Fortunately we htul fine' weather f and arrived tt the thip nboot three o’cleck die foUowfng.evenin^ jul bcflsre 
Oie comnfencement of a gale of wind. When we got «long-fide the King Geetge, the boat wm half full of water} 
«Mid the caigpenter could net avoid cxpr^hig his afloaiffamm^ that we had venmted flKb a diftance in her. 
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the freeziag point, and ipreaid a thin kc over what had thaVved in the day. 
The main body of ice, however, by which w«: were furronnded, began to 
loofen from the ihpre, where it was broken by die tide, which niies and 
falls eighteen feet, while the drain of the thaw in the country drove the 
pieces of ice out to fea. The vclTel now fwung to her anchors, the ice having 
thawed from around her : — Our lick were recovering very faft, though two 
of them bilflcd the return of the fun, and, in fpitc of our utmoft attentions, 
added to the number of thofc whom fate had ordained to take their laft 
deep on this horrid fliorc. — The face of the country, however, was dill 
covered with fhow, and no vegetable produdlion was yet attainable but the 
pine tops ; that the fternefs of winter had deigned to fpare us, and which 
proved an efficacious remedy to thofc who perfided in the ufe of them. 

D On 

Captain Portlocit received us with great poUteners ; «nd we found that Captain Dixon had arrived but a few houn 
before iw. As foon as we had refrefhed ourfelves, I explained to Captain Poftldck the nature of my errand,— which he 
heard, and laid he would confult Captain Dixon on the fubjeft. I then proceeded, to give him, without referve, fuch 
information relative to the various expeefitions on the coafl, their views, the probable time of their arrivals, {^r, fife, 
which mull have been invaluable to him, from his utter ignorance of any other Ihips. I gave him this information from 
pure commlfe ration for the hitherto unfortunate events of his voyage, and to guide liim in his future proceedings: — la 
Ibort, I communicated every thing in my power. 

In a little time Captain Portlock, in the prefence of Captain Dixon, informed me, that it was entirely out 6f his power 
to afllllme with men ;~this they did, I fancy, to enhance- the value of the favour ; for on my pieiling tliat part of my re- 
quell with great «arnellnefs, and urging that common humanity obliged them, and wlut they would expect were they 
in myiit^tion ; they coofented to give me two men, one from each veflel j but required a frclh reprefentation by letter, 
which I wrote them, (No. II.) Two fieamen were then called in, and, I fuppofe out of delicacy, the Captains left the 
cabm. Thefe men informed me, that they would go with nae on the terms of Four Pounds per month, and one Otter- 
fkin each. It appeared to be nccdlefs to argue with them,— I was at their mercy, — and therefore clofcd the agreement, 
«xcq>t the demand of the otter-lkin, widiout much hefitation, though they had but Thirty' Shillings per month on board 
the European Ihips. I indeed thought, that Captain Portlock might have Interfered, m fome degree, to regulate thU 
matter more to my advantage. The agreement was immediately made in writing, duly figned and fealed, between 
snyfolf and thefe feamen; and Cspxaia Portlock litas a JuijfcrWtn^ tTitneft. 

In return for the two calks of mm, of 50 gallons each, and la bags of rice of about 5001b. 1 received 6 gallons of 
brandy, x i of gin, two calks of flour, <rf ao gallons each, xo gallons of melafles, and fix loaves of Englifh fugar. 

The fiune evening, at my requdl, Captain Portlock ordered hi* carpenter to cauUt my long-boat’* bottom, fo that 
dhe was rendered fit for my retnrn. 

During thofe aas of mutual civility, I really thought rnyfelf much ■ indebted to Captain Portlock ; and in teturn 
him fuch articles as I could fpare; fuch as rum, rice, and a new cable of 13 inches (Europe ;). but he declined 
receiving any of thefe, not being In want them. In the evening of thu day 1 bid him adieu ; iutd arrived fafe on 
iKiard the Nooika with the two fcaxnmu 


A fev 



INTRODUCTORY VOYAGE. 


XXYi 

On the 1 7th of May, a general dilTolutlon took place throughout the Cove, 
and when we once again found ourfelvcs in clear water, the hopes of leaving 
this fcene of fo much diftrcfs and horror, cheered our languid minds with 
inexpreffible comfort. 


The number of natives which we faw, did not exceed five or fix hun- 
dred. — They arc a firong, raw-boned race of people, and in fize rather ex- 
ceeding the common ftature of Europeans. They have no town, village, or 
fixed place of abode, but arc continually wandering up and down the Sound, as 
fancy leads or neceflity impels them, confidering the whole of that territory as 
fubjedt to them, and I'ufFerlng no other tribe to enter whom they have ftrength 
fufficient to keep out, without paying them a tribute for that privilege. When, 

however, 


A few days afterwards, I was furprifed to fee Captidn Portlock’s two boats enter the Cove : they brought me the fol- 
lowing letter from that gentleman. 


D I A a s 1 1, 


Cape Hichinbroke, on board the King George, 
May i^tb, 1787. 


I HOPE by the time yon receive this you will be clear of the ice, the remains of your crew 
on the recovering hand, and your veflel in a ftate of quitting the Sound, which I think cannot be done too foon, as on 
quitting the coaft, by a Ihort run you may be amongfl the Sandwich I (lands, where every refrefljment may be had for 
putting your (hip's company in a proper ftate for proceeding towards China ; where, at a proper feafon, hope to fee you 
in good health. 

1 think it was on the fecond day after you left us that we foiled from Port Rofe, Montague Ifland ; and, after round- 
ing the Eaft end of the faid iftand, ftrctchcd over for this place, where I lay much expofed ; but, at all events, mean 
to remain until the return of my long-boat from Cook's River, and the coaft tending that way j to which place I dif- 
patched her the day after you left us, and expeft her in about one month. 

Captain Dixon took his leave of me off the Cape, bound to the Southward towards King George’s Sound, with dircc- 
tioni to touch at every port he could make along the coaft, and try what may be done on his way thei c : and as the wea- 
ther (ince his departure hath been favourable, I hope he will make a good hand of it. 

I remember before you left us to have heard you fay, that you had an abundance of trade of every kind remaining; 
and now, my good friend, 1 think, in your prefent fttuation, that trade cannot, at Icaft that it ought not, to be your 
bbjeil. I muft beg that you would fpare me a part of it. The articles I wifli ) ou to fpare arc beads of different kinds, 
particularly the fmallgreen and yellow fort, and of them as much as p^/lfiblc ; iron unwrought, and your fpaie an- 
vil, you may remember that 1 mentioned my want of pqpper and a compafs. 

1 hope to fee you as you pafs through the Sound : and remain, with efteem, 

Yoiir's fincerely, 


NATH**' PORTLOCK. 


Cavt. John Meares, Smow Koptia, 
Stitbirland Cpvt, Prince WilUam^s Semi, 
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however, they are intruded upon by a more powerful nation, which fometimes 
happens, they retreat to certain rocks which arc inacceffible but by a ladder 
that is drawn up after them, and even their canoes, which are of a very light 
conftru£lion, are hauled up with them. 


They have a King whofe name was Shcenoway ; he was a very old man 
and almbft blind.— When he firft vifited us in the preceding autumn, he 
brought with him three women, whom he called his wives, and were accord- 
ingly treated with a fuitable attention, being prefented with fuch articles as 
appeared to be moft agreeable to them ; but they would not fuffer the moft diftant 
familiarity from any of us. Thefe and three or four others were the only women 
we faw amongft them.— We wilhed very much to get one of their boys to live 

D 2 with 


I wrote him by return of the boats, (No. III.) I hefiuted not a moment in complying with the purport of his letter j 
and as I could not get at the articles of trade, they being flowed in the hold, I fent what I had at hand, vi*. the com- 
paft, fome pepper, a few bags of rice, 400 or 50olb. each, and fcveral other articles which I thought he wanted, though 
he did not pay by any means an adequate attention to my wants by his boats. 

The Nootlca in fourteen or fifteen days was ready for fca : we therefore failed out of th? Cove, where we had been fo 
long imprifoned, and anchored the next evening in Port Etches, where the King George was alfo at anchor. I again 
met Captoin Portlock with every civility. 

A few days after my arrival, as we were converfmgin a friendly manner onboard hi* own fhip, I was much furpnfed 
at his putting into my hand the following letter. 

Kino George, Port Etches, 
yum ^thf 1787- 


CAPTAIN MEARSS, at the time T fpared you Thomas Dixon and George Willis, to afTift in navigating 

the Nootka to China, I had thoughts of quitting this Sound, and proceeding to other parts of the coafts j therefore your 
ftay in the Souni, and carrying on a trade »ith the native., could not, in any material degree, aBeft me. I therefore 

nropofed to you no conditions «li«aing trade, in oontideration of that ainftance, which, if 1 had done, I am pretty cer- 

tain you would very readily have complied with. Since that period I have had good reafon for adopting another plan, a 
part of which i. to remain in the Sound, and purclutfe every (kin. of every hind, that came in my tvay, ,r.d a. your 
remaining in the Sound and trading mull, of courfe. ftop a conMerahle part of the trade that I might get, 1 find myfelf 

in doty bound, on account of my employer, interefla, to propofe the foHowing conditions,— which, WJ toj/l t. 

dee* -.- -ffr t hav, ahiadj km, you will find it « rewdif -wki. Hie Conditiun. are thefe,— That ym died 

w»orr//i» e Bmd „fjhe hundred fmnd,. •• that no trade be carried on for fkins of any kind by ) uorfclf, or an> of your 
crew during your flay in the Sound thia feafon, and that you let me have twenty bars of iron, and fonle beads.” 
On thefe, and only thefe Condltion^ htp nuhu, ulPflunce I buvt alremil knt, and mem -what .tier effijlance I have 
•a m, tamer n affhrdjeu ■ at the fame time I mull alTure you, that was 1 in your fituatton I Ihould not Itefitatc a moment 
k ctTplylng with the term, propofed. You have nrede a good putchafe,-! have mint to make. You have more trad, 
ban you can poffibiy difpofe of,“"f have mine to make. 

3 


NATH‘' PORTLOCK, 
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with us, In order to obtain fome knowledge of their langu^e and manners ; this 
proportion, however, thej conftantl/ refufed ; but on condition that we ihould 
leave one of our people with them. Indeed the King himfelf always hcfitated to 
come on board, unlcfi one of our Icamen remained in the canoe during his vifit. 

Some time in Oflober, 1786, his Majefty brought us a young woman and 
offered her for fale ; and fhe was accordingly bought for an axe and a fmall 
quantity of glafs beads. We at firft thought that fhe was one of his own 
women, but fhe foon made us underftand that fhe was a captive, and had been 
taken with a party of her tribe, who had been killed and eaten, which 
was the general lot of all prifoners taken in war. She alone had been preferved 
to wait upon the Royal ladies, who were now tired, or perhaps jealous of her 

fcrviccs. 


A requifitlon fo illiberal called forth all my afioniHiment { and it was with difficulty I could fupprefs the indignation 
1 natundly feltj at the fliameful advantage he propofed to take of my helplefs fituation. However, for what could I do t 
Impelled by cruel neceffity, I agreed to thefe hard conditions, with a provifo, that he gave me his honour to let 
me have another roan from him, and the probability of a boy j and as he informed me that he had a quantity of porter 
•n board for the Japan market, and other articles, fuch us fugar, chocolate, &c. that he would let me have as much of 
thofc articles as I wanted, at the Canton price, as he did not mean to go to Japan ; — all this he aflured me that he would 
comply with in return, I pledged my honour not to trade, or pennit my people j— the beads and iron were accordingly 
fcnt him. Before I finiflicd my vifit, he fixed the next day to fend the man, perhaps the boy, and certainly the porter, 
which to us would have been an invaluable acquifition, on account of our fcorbutic habits of body, and liaving nothing 
but falted beef to exifi on down to the ifiands, the very idea of i\hich we naufeated. 

The next day his carpenter came onboard, who began to caulk the deck, and examine the pumps. Captain Portlock 
employed alfo fome of his people to brew beer and cut wood for us. 

Captain Portlock had done all this with fo many profeilions, tluit it was all for the good of his owners, and appeared 
fo friendly to me, that I rwdly was deceived by him. 

His carpenter whea caulking part of our deck had ufed about fifty pounds of oakum of his own, we having none of 
that article, or men to pick it ; — to replace this, I fent on board feveral lengths of an old cable, about 1 1 fathoms, when 
one of Captain Portlock's people came on board with a meflage that he wanted ao fathoms of cable more, to replace the 
cakum : furprifed at this declaration, I fcnt my firft officer on board,' to explain to Captain Portlock that I really had no 
more junk or old cable in the ftiip, and that if he perfifted in his demand, I muft ruin a cable to comply with it, and that 
I thought what he liad already received was a full equivalent. Soon after I received from Captain Portlock the following 
letter. 


I SHOULD be glad if you would fend me the other eight bars of fquare iron to 
fnakm up the number we had agreed on ; if you have not fquare iron at liand I muft make fiat iron doj but I believe 
you have firfllcicnt of either fort, eafily to be got at. One of the twelve bars that I have received, my ^rmourer hat 
tifrd in lengtbening your pump-fpears, and fitting the boxes j therefore I may fay tlie number received, inftead of 

maty 
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femcet* Sht* remained with ns near four months, and appeared to be veiy 
contented widi her condition* She had informed us that foe belonged to a tribe 
who lived to the Southward, and it was our intention to have coafted it along 
the enfuing fummer, in queft of furs, and reftored her to her own people, had 
not the diftreffes which have been already related prevented us from purfuing 
any defign of that nature. With what truth we know not, but Ihe always 
rcprcfchtcd the natives of the Sound, as the moft favage of any inhabitants of 
the Coaft, and continually repeated, that it was the fear of our great guns alone, 
which prevented them from killing and devouring us. 

During the intenfe froft in January and February, we were vilitcd by fome 
intermediate tribes, who lived in the neighbourhood of her people, by whom 

ihe 


twenty, is only eleven. In confcqucncc of what paSed yefterday between us, refpefting the junk, I fent my boatfwala 
on board, and expefled he would have received about fifteen fathoms ; he wa« offered five or fix, whu^ quantity he did 
not bring on board, as I liad told him what I thought he would receive. You mud confider the wafle there is in pickinf 
oakum ; befides the employment of my people, whofe labour fhould, had it not been on your account, turned to the 
advantage of my own fhip, in a trading expedition up the Sound ; but, as it is, all hands mull turn too for foxae days, 
and pick oakum, ready for my carpenter to begin caulking the fhip immediately on fini/hing with you j therefore the loft 
of time I have fuftained is of more confequence to ray owners than I fbould fuppofc even fifty fathoms of junk would be 

to your's Difpatch this boat as quick as you can, and fiirJ man is getting himfelf ready for you.— —I hope you. 

are well this morning, 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your’s fmccrely, 

N. PORTLOCK. 

I then fent the cable, which contained twenty times the quantity I had received from him. 

Captain Portlock alfo defired me to lend liini fix Hands of arms, fome brafs mufketoons, and the anvil, until we met 
in China, which I immediately fent on board. 

However, day after day he deferred fending the man, boy, or porter, or, indeed, fulfilling the remainder of hit 
agreement *and thus matters relied till we were ready for fea i — I then requefted Mr. Hollings to go on board, and en- 
deavour to make Captain Portlock comply with his agreement, and fave his honour ; when, to my utter aftonifhment^ 
Mr. Hollings returned with the following anfwer “ that he would fpare me ao dozen of porter, and lo gallons of 
*' gin, for a new European 13 inch cable} (which coll in Bengal near aoo/.) that he could ^ fpare the man, but 
« would give mesui old 9 inchhtwfer, of So fathoms.” 1 naturally rejedled this offer with indignation, the artidef 
being by no means equal value, and as he refufed to fulfil his part of the agreement between us. I told him, however, 
in the prefbnee of Mr. Hollings, that if he was in diflrefs for a cable, I would fpare him one, at the rate that the ownerv 
bought it, but oa no other terms, as 1 had no orders to eat or drink away the property of the fhip. 


Xthem 
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£mt invitations to them to come to us ; to which we added {Mefents of heads 
as an encouragement to receive a viht from them ;• and within afew dajs of the 
time» when iha mentioned her expedation of their arrival, fome of them came 
in three hugie canoes, and brought a fmall quantity of Ikins. She earnefUjr 
requeiled permilHon to depart with them, but as we expected to derive fome 
advantage from her information in the fummer, her delire was not granted. 
While, however, our people were gone down to breakfaft, (he contrivecT to 
get to the canoes, and we faw her no more. At the time the girl left us, the 
feurvy was not arrived to the cruel height which it afterwards attained. — 
Never the lefs Ihe made us fenfible that the fame diforder prevailed in her nation, 
and that whenever the fymptoms- appeared, they removed to the South- 
ward where the climate was more genial, and where plenty of filh was to 
be obtained, which never failed to prove the means of their recovery. 

The 


1 then obrenred.to him, thtt if he had no regard to Ws honour, yet it would appear but common humanity to fpare 
tu fuch articles as would tend to keep this deftru^ve diforder under, until we (Itould arrive at the Sandwich Illands. 
I reprefented, that it was againft his own and owners intcreft to keep an article of this kind for the China market, when 
he had had an offer of the higheft price ever given at Canton for articles of the like nature. 

On no other terms could I procure the porter, and other little articles, but, as I have mentioned before, for the new 
cable, which I rejefled ; and in confequence of my refuial to comply with his exorbitant and difhonourable demands. 
Captain Portlock refufed the two men and the boy, withdrew his carpenter, and in other private points was guilty of 
the moft improper condu^. \^'hen he recalled his carpenter, this fellow declared to Captain Portlock, that 
our (hip was not in a (late of fafetjri her Teams being open every where, and the pumps not fioifhed. For what 
he had done, (viz.) caulking two Teams fore and aft, Captain Portlock permitted him to charge fixty dollars, which I 
refufed, and agreed with him for forty dollars, or ten pounds, which was paid him by Mr. Cox at Canton. Captain 
Portlock received the money. 

On the i8th of June, 1 received another letter as foUowa. 


Kino George^Poxt Etches, neax CatbHinchihixokb, 
Prince William's SovND, Jitm s %, 1787. 

CAP TAIN MEARE8, 

I H AV E had very recent, good reafon to think that, after you have quitted thn 
Sound, you mean to put I nto fome ports on the coaft of America, to carry on a trading icheme ; now, Sir^ you will 
recollect, that, in your raprefenution to me of your didre^ (ituation, the navigating your velTel from this to the 
Sandwich I (lands, and from thence to China, inlafety, was what you gave roe to underftand as your only wifli. 

If this is really your intention, as a man of honour you cannot refiife giving me a lecurity tiiat you will leave the coaft 
iavMdiately on your quitting this Sound, and purfulng that raute.<.-In confequence of your ktter I have |(rimted you 

two 
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The nativei of the Sound, of cither fex, keep tlicir hair rathqr Aort hut 
of the fame length before as behind : indeed their faces are generalljr fo 
covered with it, that they are obliged to be continually feparating it,, in order 
to fee befi^e them.— The men have univcrfally a flit in their under lip, be- 
tween the projc6ting part of the lip and the chin, which is cut parallel with 
their mouths, and has the appearance of another mouth. The boys have two, 
three, of four holes, where the flit is in the men, which is perhaps the diftinc- 
tive mark of manhood. The women have the fame apertures as the boys, with 
pieces of Aell fixed in them refembling teeth. 

Both fexes have the feptum of the nofe perforated, in which they generally 
wear a large quill or a piece of the bark of a tree. Their beards which, 
hqwever, arc common but in perfons advanced in years, are on the upper lip, 

and 

two of the beft men £rom the King George, but you may be well aflTured it wa» not to enable you to trade along the 
coaft# , 

Mr. Creffelnun has the paper with him, which you cannot refufe to fignj provided you mean to proceed as you declaml 
you intended to do. 

I am, Sir, 

Vour obedient, humble Servant, 

NATH*" PORTLOCK. 

You will pleafe to be fpeedy in your determination, that I may, in cafe you do not chufe to comply, in giving me the 
fcatrity I have a(ked, return you the articles I have received, and take my people on board again. 

I need not comment on this, tranfaftion. 1 was obliged to fubmit ; and I accordingly figned the Bond, of which 
1 here give an cxacl copy ■ 

COPT OF THE BOND. 

Shif Kino Gioaci, Pont Etchii, 

Jimt ittbf 1787 . 

Bb it known unto all Men, That the under-written mutual Agreement and Obligation was this day 
entered info and agreed upon between A. Portlock, commander of the King George, from England, on the 
one part, and John Mearet, commander of the fnow Nootka, from Bengal, on the other pan, under the 
pains and foefeitures as under-mentioned ■ 

Whereas the above-mentioned John Meares, in wintering on the New Coaft of America, unfortunately loft the 
greateft part of iMihip^s company, and was reduced to the greateft diftrefs, npt being able to navigate hit 
▼eflM to China. In confecpience of the diftrefifed lUuation, as reprefonted by the laid John Meares to the laid 

A. Portlod^ 
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and abont the extremity of the chin^ which in the winter is, generally froAed 
with icicles* — ^The younger part of them, as we imagine, pull it out as it 
appears.— They have high check bones, and round flat faces, with fmall black 
eyes and jetty hair.— Their afpc^l is wild and favage, and their ears are full 
of holes, from which hang pendants of bone or fhclL They ufe a red kind 
of paint, with which they befmear their necks and faces ; but after the death 
of friends or relations, it Is changed into black. Their hair is almoft covered 
with the down of birds. Their cloathing conflfts of a Angle frock, made of 
the fearotter Ikiii, which hangs down to their knees and leaves their legs bare. 
The drefs they ufe in their canoes, is made of the guts of the whale, which 
covers their heads, and the lower part being tied round the hole in which 
they At, prevents the water from getting into the canoe, and at the fame time 
keeps them warm and dry. This indeed may be conAdered as their principal 
drefs, as they pafs the far greater part of their time in the canoes. 

There 


A. Pbrtlock, commnnJing the King George, the faid A. Portlock promifed and agreed to affift the faid John 
Meares, by lending him two able feamen to enable him to profecute his voyage to China, on Condition 
That the faid John Meares Ihall, on his leaving Pnnee William's Sound, where he now is, immediately 
proceed to Canton, and not on any account whatfoever (except drove by necelTity or accident) meet with, or 
continue to trade or baiter with tltc natives of any part of the faid coaft, for ottcr-fkins, or any other lun, 
the produce of the faid coafls, on pain of forfeiting the fum of looo/. of good and lawful money of Great Bri- 
tain, to the faid A. Portlock, his heirs, executors, and aflTigns, for ihe ufe of the Proprietora of the laid Ihip 
King George. 

In witnefs whereof we have hereunto fubferibed our hands the day and year above-mentioned. 

As I had good rcafon to apprehend further demands from the illiberal and fordid fpirit of Captain Portlock, I prepared 
immediately to put to fea ; but, before I could efFetSi: my purpofe, the fame officer who had brought me the bond came 
on board once more, with a peremptory demand tliat the two men, whom I had received on my firft interview with 
Captain Portlock, Ihould be returned to the King George. On being informed that Captain Portlock determined to koap 
^ bond, as well as the articles with which I may be faid to have very dearly purchafed thefe men, I refufed to let them 
gO}~-when I was informed, •that force would be employed to compel my fubmiffipn to tlie demand he brought. My 
anfwer to this menace was. That as I had fulfilled every engagement on my part, I Ihould infift on my right to the men ) 
and that if Captain Portlock, whom I deferibed in the moft decided and unequivocal terms, Ihould make any attempt on 
die Ihip, I was determined to repel force by force.— On this the officer departed ; and In about half an iMuriethmed, with 
a meOkgefrmnhis Captain that I might keep the men ; but widunit accompanying it with any apology for his condufl. 

When tlie vefleljvai under lail, Captain Portlock thought propertofend mea Sandwich' lihmd cap and cloak as a pre- 
lent i whkh i returned. 

Such 
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There are to be found here all the different kinds of drs which grow on 
the other fide of America.— There is alfo fnake root and ginfeng, feme of 
which the natives have always with them as a medicine, though we nevet 
could procure any quantity of it. 

The woods are thick and fpread over about two-thirds of the afeent of 
the mountains, which terminate in huge mafles of naked rock. The black 
pine, which grows in great plenty, is capable of making excellent fpars. 
We faw alfo a few black currant bufhes when we entered the Sound in Sep- 
tember, but no other kind of fruit or any fpccies of vegetable. At that time, 
indeed, the high grounds were covered with fnow, and the lowlands were 
an entire fwamp from the ftreams of melted fnow which flowed from above. 

E The 


Such was the condu( 5 l of Captain Portlock.— — To obferve upon it would unneceCTarily lengthen an article, already 
too long. Every one is capable of determining upon the tendernefs or the cruelty of this man's demeanour to me.— — 
Whether it demands deteftation or praife, is left to the judgment of thofe who read the pages which contain this faithful, 
and unexaggerated account of it. 


The Letters ^Captain Portlock to me are eoptedfrom the originalt in my fojfejfton ; and, having inferied them, if way he 
exfe3ed that I Jbould fnhVtJb thofe nubich I nvrote to him i’—tb^ are therefore added. 


(No. I.) 

To Capt. N. Portlock, 

Commanding the King Gsoroi. 


• 1 R, 


I MAKE no doubt, but that you will be furprifed on the perufal of a letter a bro- 
kher officer in this diftant part of the globe ; and as Captain Dixon has been fo good as to offer a conveyance of this to 
ytu, I could not omit the favourable moment that providentially offers itfelf. 

Some few days ago, the natives bformed meof the arrival of two Oiips in this Sound, which, this evening, we found to 
be fa£k, by the arrival of Captjun Dixon on board the Nootka. 

I had wrote a note a few days ago, which 1 intruded to one of the natives, to deliver on board One of the (hips, which 
hepromiledtodoforacertsun reward. 

Before I proceed further, Sir, it will be necdlkry to give you (bme account of ourfelves : Captua Dixon will give yon 
a proper account of the fixe of the (hip, and (b forth. 

I (ailed from Bengal, in company with the Sea Otter, of 150 tons, my confort, commanded alfo by a lieiUenant of 
khe navy, whofe name is Tipping, in the month of March 1786 j the Government of Bengal being chiefly concerned tn 

kite 
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The only animals we faw were bearst foxes^ martins^ mountaln-iheep, 
and the ermine.*— Of the latter we only killed two pair, which were of a 
difierent fpecies* 

Of geefc there were a great quantity in the fcafon, with various other 
fowls of the aquatic Ipecies ; but except the crow and the eagle we faw no 
birds that were the natives of the woods. 

The article which the natives efVeem moft k iron, and they would prefer 
fuch pieces, as approached, in any degree, to the form of a fpear. — Green 
glafs beads are alfo much fought after, and at times thofe which were red and 
blue.— They were very fond of our woollen jackets, or any of the old cloaths 
belonging to the feamem 

They 

^ expedition. The Sex Otter returned to Chine in September, with the cargo of furs procured on the coaA : I deter- 
mined to winter! tnd accordingly chofe the haibour where Captain Dixon found us. 

My compkmeot of men and officers were, four mates, gunner, purfer, furgeon, boatfwain, carpenter, forty men and 
boys, with a crew llrong, able, and healthy. I thought myfelf iafe and fecurc ; but the calamities which we have fuf< 
fcred during a long, fevere winter, deftitute of all frelh provifions, will, I am fure, fill you with tender concern. To 
fuch a height did it arrive, that it was often the cafe, that myfelf and officers had alone to bury the dead, which we 
«|fe£ledwith Infinite difficulty, from the rigid and impenetrable frofts. 

We arriv^ here the s 5 th of September, and were completely froze in by the xft of November. About Chrlfinus 
the feurvy made iU appearance amongft us, and raged with fuch fury, that it fwept off the third and 4 tb officers, fur- 
geon, boatfwain, carpenter, eooper, and the greateft part of the crew. In ihort, no one on board was exempt from it, 
either more or lefs ; and it is but three weeks ago, that what few were left have been able to creep about. Such has- 
been our ffiftrelTed fituation -at prefent we have, independant of the officers, but five men before the mall capable of 
4<dng duty, and four fick, which compofit the whole of our remaining numbers. 

I have given you, Sir, but a Ihort recital of our misfortunes ; and lhall hope, if it is in your power, that you will 
dlbrd us fome relief. 

I fliould myfelf have accompanied Certain Dixon, had I a boat afloat that could fwim ; the only one 1 have is a long- 
lioat, which we arc now endeavouring to repair, and fhe is on (bore. 

As I hav« pax^culaxly mentioned to Captain Dixon wherein you may be able to alfift me ; in addition I can only fay» 
any fisvaur will indeed be gratefully reedved. 

1 fliaU beg leave tomenlaon, that could you poffibly fpare the men, I' flxould agree to any terms in their iavtmr, and 
IhithfuUy return them on the fhip’s arrival at Canton. 

1 heg youjr acceptance of afiew bags of rioci being indeedthe only thing 1 have to prefent you with* 

lam, ^r. 

Your XBOft obedient humble Servant, 

J. M E A R E S- 

No 
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They live entirely upon fiih, but of all others, they prefer the whale ; and 
as the oil is with them the moft delicate part of the fifti, they naturally efteem 
thofc moft which polTefs an wly 'quality.— They feldom drefs their fUh, but 
when they do, the fire is kindled by fridion with fome of the dricft pine 
wood, and they have a kind of baskets made of a fubftance which holds 
water, into which a quantity of heated ftones is put to make it boil ; but 
it is not often that their food undergoes this unncceffary and troublcfomc ope- 
ration. In the coldeft period of the winter we never faw them employ their 
kitchen, which might, perhaps, arife from local circumftances, -that encreafed 
the difficulty attending their culinary exertions. 

They are certainly a very favage race of people, and poffefs an uncom- 
mon degree of infenfibility to corporal pain. — Of this we had a very fiiigular 
proof on the following occafion|:— In the courfe of the winter, among other 
rabbiffi, feveral broken glafs bottles had been thrown out of the ffiip, and one of 

•^2 the 

( IL ) 

'XJn board the King Georct, Port Etches, 

Prince William’s Sound, Maj iCtb, 1787, 

To Caftain Portlock a»J Dixon. 

Gentlemen, 

I N my letter of the iith of this month, I reprefented to you tlic very'diftrelTcd an4 
deplorable rtate of my fliip, %vhich \ou are perfcCfly fenfible is really the c.ife, and have moft kindly offered me fuch 
alfjftancc as is in your power, lefpcfting men to aflift me in navigating the ftiip to China. 

1 muft again beg leave to leprcfcnt to you, that fuch is m> fitiution, that, without the alTiftancc of men, it will be 
nearly an impoffiblc thing for me even to quit this Sound, much lefs to navigate the fliip to China; fuch is the debility 
of my crew. 

If therefore, Gentlemen, you will take this into confideration, and permit me to have a fcamcn or two from each of 
your lliips, it may be the means of Caving the lives of the wretched remains of ray crew, by enabling me to condufl, with 
fucli aOiftance, the Nootka to Canton, where on your arrival, fliould Providence fo order it as to fend us there alfo, I 
Trill faithfully deliver them back to their refpe^tive Ihips j and do engage, on the part of the Proprietors, to ftand to any 
damage taat may enfue to you for giving us fuch timely and nccefpiry afliftance. 

I do alfo engage, ftjould not your fliips arrive at Canton, to fend thofc men to England, Ihould they deftre to go. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your mod obedient, 

J. M E A R R S, 
Commander ^ tb* Sww Nomia, 

T 
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the natives who was fcarching among them to fee what he could find, cut his ibot 
in a vciy feverc manner : on feeing it bleed, we pointed out what had caufed 
the wound, and applied a dreffing to it, which we made him underftand was 
the remedy we ourfelvcs employed on fimilar occafions ; but he and his com- 
panions inftantly turned the whole into ridicule ; and, at the fame time, taking 
fome of the glafs, they fcarified their legs and arms in a moft extraordinary 
manner, informing us that nothing of that kmd could ever hurt them. 


Such is the character and manners of the people in whofe territory we paffed 
fuch a deplorable feafon ; it was therefore with infinite joy we took our leave of 
the Cove on the 21ft of June, and the following evening we got out to fea. Our 
crew now confiflcd only of twenty-four people, including myfelf and officers, with 
the two fallors we got from the King George, having, alas I buried twenty-three 
men in this inhofpitable Sound. Thofe which remained, however, were all in 

great 


( N°. 111. ) 

% Capt. Portlock, 

Commanding the King George, Port Etches. 

DEAR SIR, 

I W A S this morning favoured, and agreeably furpriaed by the arrival of your boats, and 
the receipt of your friendly letter. 

The ice is completely diflblved, and the weather has been extremely fine, which has enabled us to put forward our 
preparations for fea; to bring which to a final conclufion you may jufily fuppofe our utmoft efforts have been made. 

I arrived fafe at my (hip the morning after I left you; and, as I had brought the ftrengthof my crew with me, foin 
my abfence nothing could be done to put her in forwardnefs. 

Our chief employment fince lias been to entirely clear our main and after holds, and completely ffow them for fea, 
Mrithtlic view of leaving the coaft j and in confcquence of which all the beads and unwrought iron have been ffowed in 
Ihe ground tier. 

But, my dear Sir, fo far arc we from being ready, tliat our utmo/l cffbits have been able only to accompKfli this ; and 
1 do fuppofe it will be ten days at lead before we (hall be ready to put to fea ; for we have now the fore- hold to clear of 
many calks, more ballafl: to take in, and wc have already received between twenty and thirty tons ; our calks are to 
repair without having a cooper, and we have to complete ow w'ater, cut a large quantity of wood, and repair the fails, 
which arc much eaten by rats ; and finally to complete the rigging for fea ; to perform this, we have, I think, your two 
men, and eight capable of doing duty; nor am I myfelf, or any of my officers idle, being employed in endeavouring to 
repair a mifcrable (hattered cutter, and in performing various other ncceflary 'avocations.— This being a true date of our 
fituation, you will from thence judge wliether it will not require even a little exertion to be ready in ten days. 

Wc have a little patdh of ground which is clear of fnow j to this fpot we fend our invalids,, who arc employed in boiling 
deco^n and <al, for prefent ufc and (’ca-ftoie, they recover but flgwly, though 1 perceive that the returning fpring hmh 
been the chief indrumeat. 


I obferve 
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great fpirits, though fbmc of them had not yet fufficiently recovered to go aloft. 
As foon as we got clear of the land, the wind hung much to the Southward, and 
brought a thick fog along with it. As this weather was very unfavourable to 
people in our ftate, it was thought advifable to keep near the coaft. 

We had now been at fea ten days, and had got no further to the Southward 
than 57®.' Our people alfo from being wet on deck, began to complain of pains 
in their legs which fwelled fo much, that feveral of them were obliged to keep 
their beds. — It was determined, therefore, to ftand in for land which was not 
above forty leagues diftant. We accordingly made a very high peak of a 
lingular form, as the inhabitants in its neighbourhood were of lingular manners 
and appearance. 

When we got pretty well in with the fhore, a conliderable number of canoes 
came ofF to us, which were of a very different conftru£lion from thofe in the 

Sound. 

I obferve what yon fay relative to the arrangements which you have made for the purpofc of trade ; in it I wifli yo« 
every fuccefs, and I beg leave to exprefs my hopes that I (hall meet >ou at the clofe of the feafon at Canton. 

You may be aOured that it gave me fingular pleafure when I penffed that part of your letter whetein you requeft that 
I will fupply you with the articles of trade you mention, which I will moll aflurcdly comply with the moment 1 join you, 
which I mean purpofely to do, to fupply every want you may have, and that is in my power to grant. 

The beads and iron, as I have mentioned, being flowed in the ground tier, cannot begot at until I arrive uiili jou, 
v^hen you will lend me the ncceflar)’ afliftance to come at them ; I have fcarcely fufficient at hand to ferve the purpofe, nf 
keeping the Ihip fupplied with the neceflary refrclhments which the natives bring at times to us. 

The other articles 1 have put in the boats, they being at hand. 

As I hope Ihortly to fee you, I will only beg leave to add, that I am, with efteem, 

Your's, very fmcerely, 

NootrA, Sutberland-CvT Prince William's Soundf 

May 22, 1787. j. M E A .R E S. 

( m IV. ) 

CAP TAIN PORTLOCK, 

I H A V E juft received your letter witli the bond or paper, from your mate. 

Il«tum you the paper, which is ligned, but beg leave to remind you that I think you, have ufed me extremely ill 
rtiroughout the whole of this bufinefs, in rcirafling from your w ord, relative to tlie three men which I was to have liud ; 
one of ray bell men is unable to do his duty ; nor do 1 fuppofc he will be able during the voyage : this, you mull be 
frnfible, renders it more neceflary for you to a 61 with that humanity becoming a Britifh fubjeft. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your obedient SerTint, 

J. M E A R £ S. 


June iS, 1787. 



xxivlli 


INTRODUCTORY VOYAGK. 


Sound. They were made from a folid tree^ and many of them appeared to be from 
fifty to feventy feet in length, but very narrow, being no broader than the tree 
itfelf.— But of all the beings we ever faw in human fliapc, the women were the 
moft firange and hideous. — They have all a cut in their under-lip, fimilar to the 
men of Prince William’s Sound, but much larger, it being a full inch further 
in the cheek on either fide. — In this aperture they have a piece of wood of at leafi: 
feven inches in circumference, of an oval fiiape, of about half an inch thick, 
which has a groove round the edges, that keeps it fleady in the orifice. This 
unaccountable contrivance diftends the lips from the teeth, and gives the coun- 
tenance the mofi: dlfgufling appearance which we believe the human face to 
be capable of receiving. — ^Thcfe people appeared not unacquainted with the 
natives of the Sound, when wc deferibed them as having double mouths : in- 
deed their languages feemed to have affinity to each other, but thefe people 
appeared to form a much more numerous tribe.— They had never been before 
feen by any navigator, and had not a favourable wind fprung up in the night, 
we intended to have pafTed a few days among them, — The latitude of this part 
of the coaft is in 56® 38' North, and the longitude 223 o' ay" Eafi: of Greenwich. 

A North- 


rS Henry Cox, Efq. Canttn^ 

Sir, 

AT fight, pleafe to puy Mr, Rorert Horne, carpenter of tlie King Ctorge, the fura of forty 
^toUars, for work done on board tlte Nootktt i which place to the account of, Sir, 


Your mo(l obedient, humble Servant 


Snow NoOTXA, Pgrt EtcheSf Prince William's Swnd, 
y»nri8th, 1787. 


( V. ) 


J. M E A R £ S, 


Mr. Criftleraan has delivered to me fome articles of the Sandwidt Ifiands, as a prefent 
from you: As I am going there in perfon 1 truft td be ableu> procure fuch matters as I may want of that nature; 
neverthelefs I am much obliged t« you, but beg leave to decline accepting any mark of your attention. 


June tit 17*9* I «»» Sir, 

your obedient Servant, 

7# Cajtain Portlocx* j. M E A R E S. 

Before I conclude this note I (hall remark on the declaration of Captain Dixon, in the account of his voyage, ** that the 
dtiforder which fo feverely aflBliCted my crew, arofe from their uncontrolled applicatton to fpirituous liquors^’* In the firft 
place, ti e aObrtion is no; founded in fad ; and, fecoodly, Captain Dixon’s crew and himfelf being vUited by a iimiladr 
^Hidion, 1 have an equal right to retaliate the iaipe.accufatk> upon him. 
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A Northerly wind now fpning up, and brought clear weather along with it, 
which continued till we made the ifland of Owhyhec, Our paflage from the 
continent was fortunately very Ihort, but if we had not been blcflcd with a con- 
tinuance of fine and favourable weather, the ftate of the (hip was fuch as to 
make it a matter of doubt whether we fliould have reached the Sandwich 
Iflands. Still, however, the horrid diforder beneath which the crew had fo 
long laboured, continued to accompany us, and one man died before we gained 
the falubrious clime, whofe zephyrs may be faid to have borne health on their 
wings ; for in ten days after we arrived at the iflands, every complaint had 
difappeared from among us. 

We remained here a month, during which time the iflanders appeared to 
have no other pleafure but what arofc from (hewing klndnefs and exercifing 
hofpitality to us. — They received us with joy — and they faw ns depart with 
tears. Among the numbers who prefled forward, with inexprefliblc eagernefs^ 
to accompany us to Britannee^ — Tianna, a chief of Atooi, and the brother of 
the fovercign of that ifland was alone received to embark with us^ amid the 
envy of all his countrymen. Of this amiable man, I (hall add nothing in this 
place, as he will be rather a confpicuous, and I am difpofed to believe, an in- 
terefting chara£ter in the fucceeding pages of this volume. 

On the ad of September, we left the Sandwich Iflands, leaving behind us, as 
we have every reafon to believe, the mofl: favourable impreflions of our conduct 
and charader with the Inhabitant? of them,— and grateful, on our part, for the 

generous friendlhip and anxious fervices we received from them. After a 

very favourable voyage, carrying the trade winds through the whole of it, we 
arrived in the Typa, an harbour near Macao, on the aoth of October 1787. 

We had, however, fcarcely come to an anchor when the weather began to 
wear the appearance of an approaching dorm, wliicb our (battered veflU was, 

by 
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lijr no means, in a Aatc to encounter. We were alfo very much alarmed on 
feeing two French frigates, as they appeared, riding at anchor, about a mile 
from us. The minds of people fo long harraffed with hardfliipa, and fecluded 
from all political intelligence, were not in a ftate to fenrm favourable conjec- 
tures, particularly as it was fuch an uncommon circumftancc to fee French 
{hips of war in thefe feas. When, therefore, we faw feveral boats filled with 
troops putting off from them, we concluded the worft, — Having no confidence 
in the proteflioii of a neutral port, we began to look towards a ftate of captivity 
as the concluding feene of our misfortunes. Thefe boats, however, palTcd 
by us, as we afterwards learned, to board a Spanifh merchantman in fearch of 
runaway failors. The French (hips proved to be the Calypfo frigate of 36 guns, 
and a ftore (hip, commanded by the Count dc Kergaricu. — ^But, as if we were 
deftlned to be perfecuted by difafters to the laft, we had no fooner loft our 
apprehenfion of human enemies, than we were affailed by elementary foes ; for 
fuch was the violent gale which now came on, that the Calypfo frigate could 
with difficulty preferve her ftation with five anchors. The lituation of the 
Nootka, therefore, who had only one left, may be better conceived than de- 
feribed. After adding a few more hair-breadth efcapes to thofe from which fhe 
had already been providentially delivered, we were obliged to run her afhore, 
as the only means of prefervation. This was, however, happily effeded by 
the a£live affiftance of the Count de Kergarieu, his officers and feamcn, of 
whofe generous, and, I may add, indefatigable ferviccs, I am happy to make 
this page a grateful, though imperfeft record. 

It is with the moft painful fenfations, that while I exprefs the moft grateful 
aftonifliincnt at the prefervation of myfelf, and the remainder of my crew from 
the imminent dangers and difafters which we encountered, I am to lament 
the fate of our confort the Otter Sloop, Captain Tipping.— -No tidings have 
been received of her after ffie left Prince William*8 Sound.—Wc muft conclude 
therefore that (he and her people haveperifhed beneath the waves* 
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T H E attention of Great Britain, as well as of other commercial countries 
of Europe, has long been dire£ted to the Coaft of America, with the hope 
of difcovering a paflage between the Northern Pacific and Atlantic Oceans.— 
From the beginning of this century to the laft voyage of Captain Cook, a 
general belief prevailed in the exigence of fuch a paflage, and various expe- 
ditions have been equipped and fent forth, to realize opinions founded on it, or 
to put an end to it, by determining, if poflible, that it was erroneous and with- 
out foundation. 

It is unneceflaiy, as it would be impertinent in me to enter at large into the 
well-known hiftory of the original idea of a North Weft paflage, and the fub- 
fequent attempts to difeover it, with the various difputes it occafioned. — I fliall 
only obferve that Mr. Dobbs, by whofe influence and from whofe fuggeftions 
the parliamentary reward was granted to the difeoverers of this important ob, 
je£t, clofed his life, which was diftinguiftied by an indefatigable attention to it, 
in a firm belief of its cxiftcnce, and that the prefent century would not be 
compleated before the difeovery of this paflage would give new advantages to 
the commerce of his country. 

F Indeed 
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Indeed it does not appear tliat the Britifli nation was, by any means, fatisfied 
or convinced that the voyages which had been performed for the difeovery of 
a North Weft paflage had been decifive.—Though the Eaftern ftde of America 
had been explored at large, yet the numerous Sounds, Bays, and Inlets remaining 
to be examined, were fufficient to juftify a continuance of conjeflure, and to 
re-excite the enterprifing fpirit of fubfequent adventurers. 

The beneficial coufoquenct s that would arife from the difeovery of a North Weft 
paflage are felf evident ; for although India is, in a manner, brought fo much 
nearer to Europe by tJie modern improvements in fliippiiig and navigation, yet 
to fhorten tJie prefent circuitous courfe, is an objetft of the firft commercial im- 
portance. — It was indeed for this purpofe that the voyage of Captain Cook 
was undertaken by the command of his Majefty, to difeover, ifpoflible, a paflage 
between the two oceans ; and to begin his refearch on the Coaft of New Albion. 

The voyages which had been made in preceding periods to Hudfon’s and 
Baffin’s Bays, with the fame view, though unfuccefsful, as to the main obje(ft, 
ferved rather to confirm the exiftence of it ; and Mr. Dobbs, who had made it a 
principal objeft of his ambition and his life, was continually making converts to 
his favourite fyftem. It was in confequence of his follcitations that Middleton 
was fent out ; yet the queftion did not feem to have received any elucidation 
from his voyage. — His proceedings were laid to be kept feerct, or his account 
garbled; and thcHudfon’s Bay company incurred a cunfiderablc degree of odium, 
which cncrcafed in proportion as the exiftence of a North Weft paflage contiinud 
to grow on the popular belief and expcvftation. 

Subfequent voyages were made without producing any certainty as to the great 
objedt of them ; and the opinions of the public were either in a ftate of hefita- 
tioh or divifion concerning it, when the naval minifter of the period difpatched 
Young and Pickersgill fucceflively to Baffin’s Bay, and Cook to the Weftern 
fide of America, to determine the queftion, if pofliblc, for ever. — How far this 

important 
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important matter is determined by Captain Cook’s voyage, the account of it, 
univerfalJy read and known, will difcover. — Tliofe of Young and Pickersgill 
have never been publiflied ; but we are informed, on the refpeftablc authority of 
the Prcfiice to the Voyages of Captain Cook, that they failed entirely of the end 
propofed. — Bay, therefore, which is yet unexplored, may be thought to 
.iilord fome hoprs of this moft deli fable communication. 

In the voyage of Captain Cook it is feen, that after performing the lefler 
ohjedls of it, he arrives on the coaft of New Albion, and inftead of beginning 
liis rcfeaichcs In tlie latitude of 65° North, according to the language of his 
Inhrucliotis, he commences his furvey in a much lower latitude, until he ar« 
rivL.s in King Creorge’s Sound, fucceflivejy in Prince William’s Sound, and the 
river which is fince honoured with his name. He then falls to the latitude 
pointed out by his orders; and, in the end, finds an in furmoun table obflruc* 
tion in a barrier of ice which is fuppofed to reach to the North Pole ; fro^i 
which circumftaiice alone the conclufion is drawn, that there is no palTagc 
between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. 

It cannot, indeed, be too much regretted, that the particular portion of the 
Coaft of America between the latitude of 56° and 50° North, and 47® and 48® 
North, did not admit of more attention than appears to have been beftowed on 
them. The weather in this important part of the voyage was fo unfavourable, 
that the (hips were prevented from approaching the coaft ; for though the Fe* 
lice and Iphigenia did explore thefe latitudes, yet there is every rcafoii to 
lament that Captain Cook was himfelf prevented from fuch an examination as 
would have proceeded from liim. 

When the great Navigator was engaged in exploring thefe low latitudes, he 
was, at that moment, in pofleffion of Mr. Hearne’s track acrofs the continent 
of America to the North of 70®, which appears to annihilate all hopes of a paf- 

F 2 fage 
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^age between Fort Churchill and Copper-mine River* Yet Captain Cook, even 
contrary to his inftruiflions, thouglit it expedient t'' explore thofe very parts on 
the Weflern (ide ; a circumllance which may certainly juftify us in fuppofing, 
that he did not think the route of Mr. Hearnc fo very conclufive as it has 
fincc been imagined. 

A general conclufion has been alfo drawn, that a paflage to the Northward 
of 70° would be of no general utility; and the probability, nay even the exift- 
cnce of a pafhige South of 70® is decided. Neverthelefs, the naval minifter, in 
full poffeiTion of the Hudfon Bay Company’s difeoveries, thought it right to 
fend both Young and Pickersgill fucceflively into Baffin’s Bay, to explore a paf- 
fage that way ; from which arrangement it may be concluded that government, 
at leaft, had every reafon to believe that a North Weft paftage did exift ; and I 
am by no means convinc>.*d by any fubfequent voyages or reafonings upon them, 
that the grounds of former opinions on this fubjedt are materially changed. — 
On the contrary, the pradlcability, as well as poffibility of a North Weft Paflage 
ftill remains, as far as my judgment goes, in all its former ftate of expedlation ; 
but whether to tlie North or South of Mr. Hearne’s track and fea, will be here- 
after confidered. 

It is well-known, that in the difputes which this fubiecl: occafened, at a for- 
mer period, much acrimony mingled in the difeuflion ; and the Hudfon’s Bay 
Company were accufed of difeouraging tiic purfuit, and keeping thofe difeove- 
ries which had been made, and might have aided the futu’ e adventurer, in mvfte- 
rious darknefs; or, which is much vvorfe, of altering and hdUfying fuch accounts 
of their people as they were obliged to unfold, relative to the enquiries after a 
North Weft paffiige.— Thcie prejudices are found ftill to prevail, but, as we be- 
lieve, without any reafon. We, at leaft, are amongft thofe who have an entire 
reliance on the communications of the Hudlbn’s Bay Company; and if we 
(hould be found to differ from Mr. Hearnc, we truft it will appear that in the 
arguments which will be brought forward, we are fupported by fuch fads as will 
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juftify our offering them to the public, in behalf of an opinion, which, from the 
authority of able men, ai:d [;■ al lames, has of late been confidered not only as a 
fanciful theory, but become an unpopular dodriiie. 

For this purpofe we beg leave to produce the voyage of the Iphigenia, as re- 
lated in the body of this work; and it will there be feen that fhe explored the 
very tracks of the Coaft of America which were not vifited by Captain Cook, 
or other navigators ; in which fpace is found the antient Northern Archipelago, 
agreeing ill pofition and defeription with the accounts of the older voyagers. 

This (hip enters fo far to the Eaff, that fhe pafles, by tliree degrees, the 
Weftern boundary of Mr. Hcarne’s fca in 72°, (but placed by Mr. Arrowfmlth, 
in his chart lately publifhed from Mr. Turner’s charts and journals, in the lati- 
tude of 68'’ 15' North, and longitude of 228'’ Eaft of Greenwich) when a clear 
and extenfive paffnge is feen without impediments. This Archipelago is found 
to occupy a fpace from the latitude of 51^" North, and longitude of 231° 45' 
Eaft, to the latitude of 54° 30' North, and longitude of 227'’ Eart, the whole 
of which extenfive fpace was not explored by Captain Cook. But though it may 
be faid tliat fome part of it was examined by the great Navigator, when nothing 
of this nature was difeovered, it mufr be confideicd that illands of great extent 
aic fituated to the Weffward of this Archipelago, and divided from it in fome 
places by a fea as wide ns the channel of England, as 1ms been proved by the 
track of the Iphi:!;enia, and tint it was the coaft of thefe great Iflinds which 
he fuppofed to be the coiithicnt of America, which we are lathcr difpofed to 
think he never faw ; but, inukr that idea, continued to explore a latitudinal 
chain of iftands, ftretehing f:om 45^ to 65° North ; nay, pcrlnps, much further 
North and South, forming a Weftern barrier to the real continent of America : 
p'or there is a ground for more than common conjeifturc, that King George’s 
Sound, Cook’s River, and tlic whole coaft hitherto feen, are paitof a lengthened 
chain of detached iftands. 


The 
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The channels of this Archipelago were found to be wide and capacious, with 
near two hundred fathoms depth of water, huge promontories ftretching out 
into the fca, where whales and fen-otters arc feen in an incredible abundance.— 
In feme of thefe channels there are iflands of ice, which we may venture to fay 
could never have been formed on the Weftern fide of America, which is a mild 
and moderate climate ; fo that their exigence cannot be reconciled to any other 
idea, than that they received their formation in the Eadern Seas, and have been 
drifted by tides or currents through the paflage for wliofe exiftence we are 
contending. 

We know not lunv to account for thefe large floating malfes of ice in any 
other manner. — The Northern Pacific Ocean is nev'er encumbered with interrup- 
tions of this nature, and is navigable in every feafon of the year; for, though 
th# Nootka was frozen up fo many months in Prince William’s Sound, it was 
in a partial manner, and in an harbour w'hofe water, to a certain depth, was 
frefhened by the rivulets and ponds that were emptied into it. Here were evi- 
dent reafons therefore why the froft fhould operate with more power there ; — 
but, after all, the icc was not of an extraordinary thicknefs ; and during the 
whole of the winter, the great Sound was without ice, and even the mouth of 
the river remained unfrozen. Indeed, had not the crew been w’holly debilitated 
by tlieir difaflrous fuftcriiigs, the Ihip w'ould have been cut out of the icc, and 
put to fca. 

In navigating the coaft of this pait of America from 45 to North, nothing 
like a congregated body of ice had been feen; and, inffead of fuppoflng them- 
felves to be navigating the Northern regions, the navigators might fuppofe them- 
felves to be ranging beneath a tropical climate. — It w^ould, however, be a fatif- 
fa£Iory circumftance, if it were poflible to know whether that barrier of ice, feen 
by Captain Cook in Behring’s Strait, continues immovably fixed ; for it might 
be fuppofed that the Northerly winds, which are there fo very prevalent, might, 
perchance float the feparated ice, as in other feas ; and it is by no means un- 

’ reafonable 
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rea1:>nable to fuppofc, that in fuch cafe, the icy fragments might ibnietimes float 
towards Cook’s River or Prince William’s Sound ; but no fuch thing as a par- 
ticle of ice has ever been feen from the month of March to Odober, the times 
and feafons when the North Weft Coaft of America has L.en navigated. 

A writer of con fiderablc authority in whatever relates to geography and navi- 
gation*, has declared that he has long fufpeifted tlic NorthWeft part of Hudfon’s 
Bay to confift of broken iflands, and his fufpicions on this matter appear to 
arile from an examination of various maps both printed and manufeript, com- 
municated to him by the company, of the Weft fide of Hudfon’s Bay. — He 
reprefents them, however, to be difeordant and indiftiinft, and treats with me- 
rited contempt the folly of pretending in fo ftiort a time as has generally been 
employed to determine with precifion on the bays and inlets in fuch extenflve 
founds asthofe of Wager and Chefterfield. — He is of opinion that Hearne’s tra(ft 
is dfcifive, as far as it goes, in cafe the lakes and rivers he paffed were frejls water ^ 
which, however, is not abfohuely afeertained. But he is ftill indecifive as to a 
general queftion of a North Weft PafTage ; and, with all his knowledge of the 
fubje<ft, and ingenuity of inveftigation, he chufes to leave the matter open for 
future difcuftion and enquiry. 

In fpraking of the Cheftci field inlet, of which he faw four different charts in 
the pofleffion of the Hudfon Bay Company, all of which differed from each 
other, he obferves, that it was navigable for upwards of two hundred geographic 
miles for veffels of the Inrgeft burthen ; and, he adds, it might have been ex- 
pelled that many commercial advantages would have enfued from fuch a dif- 
covery : but, continues he, 1 am given to underftand that the Company’s fervants 
are extremely averfe to any Northern expeditions ; and every man converlant in 
public bufmefs muft know the difficulty, almoft amounting to an impoffibility, 
of conftraining men at a dlftance to execute any thing contrary to their inclina- 
tions. 


Ml. Daliyrople, 


It 
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It appears, as has been juft hinted, to be the opinion of this gentleman^ that, 
according to Mr. Hearne’s information, there can be no fea communication from 
Hudfon's Bay to the Pacific Ocean under 72® of North latitude, which is that of 
the fea feen by ATr. Hearnc, the exa<ft latitude of which, however, is not deter- 
mined, though Mr. Hearne thinks he cannot have erred above 20'. On the 
contrary, the map of the Canadian traders makes this identical polar fea to be 
ill the latitude of 68® 15' North ; which is lefs than Mr. Hearne’s obfervation at 
Conge-ca-tha-wha-chaga, viz. 68® 46' North, if that is an obfervation of re- 
liance. 

If the communications which have been made fiom the refpe£lable authority 
of the Canadian Merchants, fome of whom were fully adequate to this bufinels, 
are thought deferving of credit, there miift either be two fituations where the 
Polar fea has been fecii, in the varying latitudes of 68° 15' North, and 72° North, 
or the matter muft reft in doubt between Mr. Hearne’s obfervations and thofe of 
the Canadian merchants: we will, however, fuppofe, for a moment, that the lati- 
tude of thePolar fea, as marked by the latter, iscorre£l,it then becomes by no means 
improbable that Cook’s River may have fome communication with this fea, in 
68° 15', as thediftance from the higheft latitude at which navigators have arrived in 
that river is 6 1° 30', and longitude 210°, and the latitude and longitude of the fea feen 
by the Canadians, 68° 15' North, and 228° Eaft ; the diftance being no more than 
620 geographic miles. If, therefore, we credit the Canadian accounts, which bear 
the character of accuracy, and thereby fix the fea feen by Mr. Hearne in the la- 
titude of 68° 1 5', and longitude 228° Eaft, it would at once fuggeft a more than 
poITible communication between Cook’s River and the Southern moft part of 
Baffin’s Bay, or the Northernmoft part of Hudfon’s Bay into tlie Atlantic Ocean. 
For it (hould be remembered, that in the higheft known latitude of Cook’s River, 
no impediment was obferved to the further progrefs of ftiips, either from rocks, 
fhoals, or a want of a due depth of water ; the channel, on the contrary, ap- 
pearing capacious and extenfive, and abounding with whales. 
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There are, according to the moft corred information, feveral curious charts 
or maps in the pofleffion of the Hudfon’s Bay Company, drawn by different per- 
Ibns, and fome even Iketched by Indians, of the iiitCii . parts of the country, 
towards the North Weff, and the lands that bind the Northern Pacific Ocean. — 
On the face of thefe charts, particularly on one deferibed by two Indians, ap- 
pear feveral rivers and inlets, unknown to Europeans, which communicate with 
tire Arathapefcow lake, and fjom this lake the ilvcr Kifcachowaii runs North 
Weft into the Pacific Ocean, communicating, perhaps, witn Cook’s River, the 
Northern Archipelago, or vvhat we (hall call the Straits of John de Fuca.— 
Thefe charts bear a great refemhlance to thole made by tlie Canadian traders, 
which renders them extremely interefting. 

The Indian maps imply that Hudfon’s Bay communicates ulth tlie Polar Sea, 
which countenances the opinion of a paffage by Repulfc Bay, which itlclf has 
not been peifeftly examined ; and this feems, as it is obferved by the fame au- 
thority, to be confiimed by an anonymous manufeript belonging to the Com- 
pany ; but it exprefles the water to be (hallow where Captain Middleton went. 
The failure of this voyage, however, is well known to have excited great cla- 
mours and difeontents, which, in many inftanecs, ftruck at the fidelity of the 
relation. 

Whatever may have been the jnfticc of former complaints concerning the 
myfterious concealments of the Hudibn’s Bay Company, no charge of this nature 
can be imputed to the gentlemen who now compofe that refpe£lable corporation. 
Among other proofs of tlieir liberal c:ondLi(ft and difpofition, their prefent plan of 
making furveys, and profecuting difeoveries in Hudfon’s Bay, &c. defervesto be 
diftinguifhed. 

Mr. Duncan, a mafter in the Royal Navy, failed in the laft Hudfon’s Bay 
(hip to their fettlement, for the exprefs purpofe of exploring and furveying not 
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only Hudfon’s Bay, but Baffin’s Bay; he will therefore be employed this year, 
on his arrival at the Company’s fa»flories, to perform in fmall velTcls this ufcfiil 
and ncccflary fervice.-- -We underhand that the Company have engaged him, 
upon the moft liberal terms, for two years ; and it is therefore to be cxpedled 
that, during the fummer of this year, he will have made a very confiderablc 
progrefs. — Mr, Duncan, as the reader will rccollcdl, has already been mentioned 
with due praife, for liis adivc and perfevering fpirit during the time he com* 
manded the finall vefTel called the Princefs Royal ; and we fhould feel an added 
fatisfa£lion on this fubjcdl, if it were to be his peculiar good fortune to fucceed 
where a Middleton and fo many others have failed, and to make a difeovery of 
fo much Importance to the commerce of Great Britain. 

The obfervation naturally occurs, that the Hudfon’s Bay Company, in the 
employment of Mr. Duncan in this track of difeovery, appear to be, by no 
means, without their expedation of fucceeding at laft in difeovering a com- 
munication between Hudfon’s or Baffin’s Bay, and the Northern Pacific 
Ocean. 

The voyage of the Felice is only an additional fupport. — She enters the Straits 
of John de Fuca between the latitudes of 48® 30' North, and the longitude of 
235® Eaft ; and latitude 47® 30,' and longitude 235° 30' Ead ; and finds them 
fifteen leagues in breadth ; very capacious, with a depth of 150 fathoms water, 
where whales and fea otters were feen in great abundance. — If the ancient ac- 
counts of thefe places are referred to, there is found to be fuch an agreement 
between them and our own as to border on convldfion. — When this fea or ftrait 
is entered, a clear, uninterrupted horizon to .the Eaft, prefents itfelf to view in the 
longitude of 236® 30' Eaft from Greenwich, which is no more than 460 leagues 
from Hudfon Bay, and occupies a fituation to the Eaflward of Mr. Hearnc’s fea, 
agreeable to the obfervations before mentioned. If it fhould be afked why thefe 
ftraitB were not penetrated, or at leaft fome attempt made to penetrate them, 
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the anfwer is at hand,— the dei!lrudlion of our commercial entcrprlze by the (hips 
of his Catholic Majefty. 

The feveral voyages v^rhich have been made to the North 'A'elb Coaft of Ame- 
rica, previous to thofe of the Felice and Iphigenia, hav^c each thrown newliglits, 
and made additional dlfcoverics in that part of the globe. 

No fooner was the valuable commerce that was to be procured in King George's 
Sound made known to the world, than the active fpirit of adventure arofe ; and, 
ftrange as it may appear, four different expeditions ftarted in the year 1786, 
from different parts of the globe, to engage in this commerce, without any 
knowledge of each other’s defigns, or of courfe fufpe^ling any kind of compe- 
tition, until they arrived on the Coaftof America, when, as it may be fuppol'ed, 
any difeouraging circumftance would come too late to make the adventurers 
(brink from tlie enterprize. 

Previous, however, to every other expedition, a veflel was equipped in China 
in the year 1785, by gentlemen of the firft mercantile abilities and reputation- 
the command of her was entrufted to Captain James Hanna, who fet fail in her 
to feek the diflant continent of America, to explore its coafts, and to open fuch 
an intercourfe with the inhabitants as might tend to a future commercial 
cftablifhment with them. The fize of the veflel, which was under 70 tons, 
her equipment, which fcarcely amounted to thirty perfons, and every circum- 
flance belonging to her, ferved to imprefs the minds of all concerned in the 
bufinefs with an high idea of the fpirit of the man who had undertaken to con- 
du^l his little band of Argonauts in an almofl: untried courfe, and where dangers 
were not to be avoided, or prepared for by the communicated experience of pre- 
ceding adventurers. 

Captain Hanna, on leaving China, purfued his courfe in the vicinity of Japan, 
palling through the Laquco Iflands, and encountering fogs, vapours, and florms, 
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till he arrived In Eifig George’s Sound, — the fccond European after Captain 
Cook had left Vr. The natives, prefuming upon the inferior fize of the veflel, 
and tl»t confined number of the crew, made a defperate attack upon her, which 
was repulfed by the fuperior bravery and good conduct of their new vifiters. 

Thefe hoflllities, however, foon ended in commercial friendfhip ; and aquan- 
tlty of fea-otter Ikins was obtained from them. Captain Hanna departed from 
thefe people on the moft friendly terms, and proceeded to the Northward, 
where he difeovered feveral founds, iflands, and harbours, which he named 
Fitzhugh’s Sound, Lance’s Iflands, and fome particular parts which he named 
after Henry Lane, Efq ; but particularly an harbour which he called Sea Otter’s 
Harbour, 

The journal of Captain Hanna was, as might be expefled, very curious. He 
was fo kind as to fubmit the examination of them to us ; and they appeared, in 
our judgment, to confirm the difeoveries faid to be made by De Fonte, and 
which may now be faid to be a(flually realiled by the knowledge we have of the 
Great Northern Archipelago. Captain Hanna, we find, enters this Sound, as 
he efteemed it ; whereas it is now known to be a part of the Northern Archipe- 
lago; but bad weather and an heavy fea obliged him to ufe his utmoft expedi- 
tion in getting out of it. 

In this voyage we fee the extent of his difeoveries ; for his fecond voyage to 
the North Weft Coaftof America, in 1786, did not lead to any thing further 
than what related to mere commercial adventure ; and, before he could engage 
in a third, this a(ftivc and able feaman was called to take that voyage from 
whence there is no return. 

It was in 1 786, that different bands of trading adventurers ftarted up, as it 
were, both in India and England, to profecute this commerce. — From India, 
the equipments took place at Bengal and Bombay, under the patronage of 

the rcfpc£livc governments of thofe places. From the former failed the 
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Noatka and the Sea Otter* — from the latter* the Captain Cook and the £x* 
perlroent. At the fame period, another equipment took place* for the fame 
purpofe, in China ; and the Sea Otter failed from thence* and was joined hy the 
Lark* which was fitted out with that intention for the coall of America, 

About the fame time certain merchants in England, and, in particular* the 
Meflrs, Etches of London, engaged in a fimilar adventure. Having obtained a 
licenfe from the South Sea Company to carry on this trade exclufively* with 
regard to England* for the term of five years ; and having been favoured with 
a permiflion from the Eaft India Company to lade teas home from China, thefe 
gentlemen equipped the fhips King George and Queen Charlotte in a very fupc- 
rior manner, and gave the command of them to Lieutenant Portlock of the royal 
navy, and who had already been frequently employed by them as mailer of a 
trading vefl'el in their fervice. Thefe fhips left England in the month of Sep- 
tember, 1785, near feven months before any of the equipments fet fail from 
the different parts of India. 

The Captain Cook and the Experiment, commanded by the Captains Lowrie 
and Guile, and under the fuperintendanceofMr. Strange, one of the Company’s 
fervants, failed at the clofe of the year 1785, or early in the year 1786 : they 
were equipped in the befl pofiible manner by the public fpirlt of David Scott* 
Efquire, of Bombay, who was the principal owner of them. Their comman- 
ders were men of abilities, and the inferior officers in every point of fuitable 
chara<Eler : fo that confiderable cxpcflations were formed from fuch an equip- 
ment. 

After remaining fome time at Nootka Sound, they explored other parts of the 
coaft, and arrived in Snug-corner Cove, in Prince William’s Sound. In this 
progrefs they indifputably difeovered that land to which Mr. Dixon gave the 
name of Charlotte’s Hies, which he did merely from conjeftural opinion* as 
they were never proved to be fuch till Captain Douglas* in the Iplrigenia, failed 
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llifaiigh tfic channel which leparatca them fh>m what Was then fuppofed to be 
lh« Amencan Continent. Mr* Strange alia firft ^und the bay called Friendly 
Cove, which received its j^rcfent name from that gentleman* 

The King George and Queen Charlotte,— though they pofieflfe4 the advantage 
of being fitted out at the port of London, were appointed with numerous crews 
tind officers of every denomination, as well as with an arrangement of {lores, 
Aec. fufficient to command every advantage of trad.', and alfo to make fettle- 
ments, form factories, which they were authorized to do, and build veflcls,— their 
voyage was tedious and dilatory; and their fucc fs, both with refpea to com- 
merce or difeovery, by no means adequate to their fuperior equipment. 

After thefe fhips had feparated, the Queen Charlotte proceeded to the South- 
ward of Prince William^s Sound ; and continuing her courfe to that part of the 
coall, named by Captain Cook Behring’s Bay, fhe entered a port which then 
received the name of Port Mulgravc. Captain Di .on then proceeds to the Cape 
Edgecumbe of Cook, and from thence traces the coaft till he arrived in a port 
which was honoured with the appellation of Port Banks; and finally difeovered 
the Northern part of thofe iflands whofe Southern extremity w’as firfl difeo- 
vered, as has been already mentioned, by the Captains Lowrie andGuife. The 
fhip then takes her courfe down the Weflern fide of thefe iflands ; and, rounding 
the Southern extremity of them, proceeds partly between tliem, and what was, 
at that time, fuppofed to be the continent of America; but apprehenfive of 
being entangled among thefe iflands, {he quitted them at once, and proceeded on 
her voyage to China. 

The King George remained a confiderable time in Prince William’s Sound ; 
from whence (he difpatched her long-boat, at two different times, to Cook’s 
River, which made a furvey of fome part of thecoaff between Prince William’s 
Sound* that bore a confiderable (hare in the general outline. She then left 
that Sound ; and, after cafnally exploring the coaft, and difeovering an harbour 
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or twot oo« of which aame 4 Portlock Harl>our, {he took her courfe alfi> to 
Chiaa ; and both ihipa returned to Europe. 

The Imperial Eagle, Captain Barclay, wc believe, failed from Europe the 
beginning of the year 1787; and not only arrived at Nootka Sound in Augulf, 
but explored that part of thecoafl from Nootka to Wicananilh, and fb on to a 
Sound to. which he gave his own .name. The boat’s crew, however, was 
difpatched, and difeovered the extraordinary ftraits of John de Fuca, and alfb 
the coaft as far as Queenhythe when, after the fatal cataftrophe which 
happened to fome of them, this (hip quitted the coaft, and proceeded to 
China; having performed the whole of the voyage in twelvemonths, which 
employed the King George and Q^uecn Charlotte upwards of two years. Tlxe 
Nootka made no other difeovery but that of diftrefs and misfortune. 

The year 1788 was produdlive of conncdling, in fome meafurc, the detached 
and feparate difco\ cries of the Ihips already mentioned. Tiierc were then on the 
coafl: the (hips Pi nice of Wales and Princeis Royal, the Felice, the Iphigenia, 
Columbia, and Wafhlngton ; who each contributed her (hare towards compleating 
tlie charts of the North Wcdeni part of the world wlilcli are attached to this 
\ t)hune. 

The Princefi Royal, Captain Duncan, in particular, enters the channel that 
feparates the Cliailotte Iflcs fioin the fuppoled continent, and proceeds exploring 
both Tides ; dlfcovtring numerous harbours, founds, and inlets, which complete- 
ly afeerttins the Northern Archipelago. He occupies almoft a whole fummer 
in this Ration; and yet, Rrangc as it may appear, quits the coaft of America 
without knowing that Captain Douglas liad already taken tlw; fame courfe 
yet has Captain Duncan, as might be expedled from him, added many valuable 
remarks to the geography of this part of the world. 

The Prince of Wales has added alfo confide rably to the geographical delcrip- 
tion of America. Wc have only to lament the lo£s of her commander to the 
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co^jntiy,— af he U now a prifoncr with the Spaniards, and ftill fuppolcd to be iu 
that ftate of deranged iurelleds which immediately fuccccded the treatment Ik* 
received from the commander of the Spauifli (hips. The parr the Iphigenla and 
Felice bore in conne£ling thefe detached furveys, are recited at large in the 
pages of this volume. 

The Wafhington entered the Straits of John de Fnca, the knowledge of 
which (he had received from us; and, penetrating up them, entered into an 
extenfive fea, where (he (feered to the Northward and Eaftward, and had com- 
munication with the various tribes who inhabit the (bores of the numerous 
iflands that are (ituated at the back of Nootka Sound, and fpeak, witli fome little 
variation, the language of the Nootkaii people. The track of this veflel is 
marked on the map, and is of great moment, as it now completely afeertains 
that Nootka Sound, and the parts adjacent, are iflands, and comprehended 
within the Great Northern Archipelago. The fea alfo, which is feeii to the 
Eaft, is of great extent; and it is from this (Vationary point, and the mofl 
Weftcrly parts of Hudfon’s Bay, that we form an eftimate of the diflance be- 
tween them. 

The moft Eafterly dire£tion of the Wa(hington’s courfe is to the longitude of 
237® Eaft of Greenwich. It is probable, however, that the mafterof that veflcl 
did not make any aftronomical obfervations to give a juft data of that ftation ; 
but as we have thofe made by Captain Cook at Nootka Sound, we may be able 
to form a conjedure fomewhat approaching the truth, concerning the diftance 
between Nootka and thcEaftcrnmoft ftation of theWafliington in the Northern 
Archipelago; and, coufcquently, this ftation may be prefumed to be in 
the longitude, or thereabouts, of 237® Eaft of Greenwich. The afeer- 
tained longitude of Fort Churchill is 94® 12' 30'', Weft of Greenwich; 
and, of courfc, the diftance between the Wa(hington*8 moft Eafterly ftation is 
1020 geographic miles; and, by the fame calculation, from Hudfon’s Houfe 
660 geographic miles ; and in the direaion of Eaft by North ; but whether 
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the intermediate part between thefe fixed points be fca, river, or land, is a 
qncftion that mnfl: be left to the refult of future difcovcry. 

Thus has been unveiled the whole of the American coafl, particularly 
thofe parts between the latitudes of 50® and 55® North, and 47® and 48® 
North; and furely this furvey gives room for fomcthing more than conjec- 
ture on the fubjeflt. It will teach us alfo to pay fome attention to the account of 
former navigators ; fince thofe relations of fome of them which have not 
only been fufpe£ted, but abfolutely determined to be errors or fi^llons, now turn 
out to be real difcoverles. 

Thefe particulars are faithfully extracted from nautical journals, and may be 
confidered as inteiefting alfo, as they relate to the American commerce. It will, 
indeed, be for the honour of this country to bring thefe refearches to a conclu- 
fion ; for though it has been a received opinion that it would be in vain to look for a 
palTage la Hudfon’s Bay to the Soutluvard of 67° latitude ; and when we find held 
out to our view how much more Northerly (hips muft hold their courfe, at lead fome 
part of their voyage, before they can pafs from one fide of America to the other, 
yet may not the fea feen by Mr. Hearne be that very higheft point ? — May not 
the Northern Archipelago, the Straits of John de Fuca, and Cook’s River, all 
ftretching to the North Eaft—fomc of them being more Eaft ward than this fca— 
may not thefe be the very palfagcs ? — Is it not pofiible that this very fea, feen by 
Mr. Hearne to pu(h boldly into Hndfon’s Bay, or the Southernmoft part of Baf- 
fin’s Bay, be fome inlet or palfage to the Northward of 67° ? 

If the corroborating proofs of former writers are brought forward, — if the 
having a knowledge that from the Copper-Mine River the Indians of Prince 
William’s Sound and the Northern Archipelago procure their copper ; — if from 
the Indians themfelves we are informed that great waters, free from ice, (Irctch 
themfelves to the Northward ; — if thefe particulars can be fuppofed to have any 
weight, how much will it be encrcafed when it is known that (hips have reached 
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between 6 1 and degrees of latitude in Cook's Klwy ivhere a navigable ftraity 
of confiderable extent, appeared to their view, fretf from ice or impediments of 
any kind ; and where the rife and fall of the tide was fo great, that there muft be 
other cxtcufive channels for the reception of the waters, which can only be to the 

£aa. 

In no part of the year is ice found in Cook’s River Mr. Hearnc faw none in 
his fca, except on the margin of the (bores, which may have accumulated there 
from the influx offrcfh fprings, See. — TheWeftem fca of America isalfo at all 
times navigable and free from ice, as far as we can afeertain, to the latitude of 
64® North. 

There is but one circumftance more before we clofe what we have to offer in 
flavour of a North Weft paflage, open to the purpofe of navigation.— If, there- 
fore, we caft our eyes on the general map of the world, particularly on the 
Northern portion of it to the we find laid down on the chart that great extent 
of land bounded by Baffin’s Bay, yet unexplored.— In the Weft we perceive 
that portion of terra firma, within the arftic circle, bounded by ice, which 
feparates Alia from America, and which Hopped the progrefs of Captain Cook ; — 
let us then caH our eyes on that part of the fea feen by Mr. Hearne, and recon- 
cile, if we can, the poffibility of its being any part of the Frozen Ocean which 
we imagine to flow round thofe lands that are thought to reach to the Pole. — 
If it is the Frozen Ocean, to what height of latitude muH the land of Baffin’s 
Bay Hretch ? — In what latitude the Weftern portion fo bounded by fea ? — We 
muH either prefume that thefe lands do not reach to the Pole, if this is the 
Frozen Sea ; or if we conclude that they do, then the fca feen by Mr. Hearne 
can be no other than the Hrait, or identical paflage between the two oceans. 

Can it be fuppofed that the Efquimaux round with their canoes either 
BaflSn’s land or the Weflern portion to arrive at this fea. Should it not rather 
be believed that thofe people come from the Weflern flde for the copper and 
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Che and that this cretcnre himfeif had made his paffage through thofe 

verjr channels which had conveyed the roving tribe here from Cook's River, 
Prince William's Sound, or the Northern Archipelago. And if this Idea is 
i^e£led, let it be afked 6nal]7. by what fea and by which navigation did the 
whale come into Mr. Hearne's Tea ; whether did he take his courfe round Baf- 
fin's land, or boldly pufh through the barrier of ice feen by Captain Cook, 
and which is fuppoi^ to extend to the Northern pole of the world. Here he 
is oppofed and repulfed, nor do we believe that he ever got round the land of 
Baffin. We are bold enough, however, to hazard an opinion, that this fea 
feen in 7a®, or placed by others in 68® 30' ; or, according to Peter Pond, in 65% 
is no other than that part of the communication between theNorthern Pacific and 
Atlantic Oceans which empties itfelf either in Baffin's, or Hudfon's Bay ; and 
that through thefe channels, which are fufficiently deep and capacious for 
navigation, the whale and other huge marine animals find a fafe and ealy 
paffage. 

The Indians feen by Mr, Hearne, and who were dcftfOyed by the party 
that conducted him through his dreary route, were, in all probability, a part of 
a tribe of the Weftern fide, on an expedition to the mines to procure copper.— 
Perhaps they were inhabitants of Cook's River. — Copper abounds amongA thefe 
numerous tribes it is the medium of barter with their more Southern nrigh- 
bours. We have feen in their poffeffion mafles of confiderable weight from the 
mines, and of extreme finenefs. They told us that they went far Northward 
for it, and found the ore In the earth, fcattered about, and, as we underilood 
them, thrown up by a volcano from the fea. — The Indians feen by Mr. Hearne 
were Efquimaux, agreeing in manners and cuAoms, and inheriting all that 
mifery of this extenfivc tribe, which is perceived on the Weftern Coaft of 
America, as far South as to the latitude of 50® North. 

It has been (aid that the Spanifh navigator, Don Francifeo Antonio Maurelle» 
in 1775, vifited that part of the continent of America not feen by Cap- 
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tain Cook in his progrefs to the Northward ; and that this vojrage, therefore^ 
is peculiarly interefting to navigation, as he pronounces that no iuch ftralts are 
to be found aS thofe of De Fuca, or fuch an Archipebgo as that of Admiral 
De Fonte. 

The particulars of this voyage, kept fo fccrct by the Court of Spain, has been 
communicated to the world by that truly refpe^ble, philofophic and learned 
gentleman, the Honourable Mr. Daines Barrington. Its fuppofed merits for 
feme time Hood the teA of criticifm. — It received an additional authority after 
the return of our laft circumnavigators, as it favoured their opinions that no 
credit was to be given to the fuppofed difeovertes of De Fonte or De Fuca, 
which were now determined to be nothing more than the romance of a for- 
mer century, or the hdion of an enthuliaAic mind. 

In our turn, we do not hefitate to pronounce, that no attention whatever is 
to be paid to the charts of Mr. Maurelle, as totally contrary to truth and fa<A. 
They give no idea of the real pofition of the CoaA of America ; and, of courfe, 
involve the journals of the fame navigator, from whence they have been drawn, 
in their own mifreprefentations. There is no method more ready or more deci- 
five, than to compare the chart of Maurclic’s voyage, with the chart of Captain 
Cook, or that which has been prepared from the voyage of the Felice and the 
Iphigenia, and which comprehend all the difcoveries made by other Britifo 
navigators who have vifited the American CoaA, Mr. Maurelle’s chart will 
then have abided a fair trial, and of courfc receive the judgment it deferves. 

We have now Aated fully, explicitly, and, we hope, without prefumption, 
the diderent points which have given rife to our belief in the exiAence of a 
North WeA paAage. 

An argument on which fo much depends, requires every aid to fupport it 
that can be derived from any corroborating tc Aimony ; yet we Aiall not attempt 
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to mention fuch as may be doubtful, however favourable they may be ter our 
general purpofe, without expreffing our hefitatiou as to their authenticity. 

Thus, if Mr, Peter Pond’s difeoveries were fatUfadorily authenticated, they wotild 
operate powerfully in our favour, as they would materially correct the route of 
Mr. Hearne, by altering the fea feen by that gentleman in 72® to 65®, and 
confequently leave a ready and open communication between Cook’s River and 
that fea; and, perhaps the fame in Baffin’s or Hudfon’sBay; but we are 
ready to acknowledge that wc arc not without our doubts refpe£ling Mr. Pond; 
as his account, however, is in every body’s hands, we (hall leave Its claim to 
credibility exafVly in the fame flate in which we found it. 

But there is an author of great refpeftablUty, whofe obfervatlons we have 
already quoted, -to whom we (hall be indebted for further affiftance ; and 
ns he flatcs clearly the ancient accounts of the exiftence of the Archipelago of 
Saint Lazarus, and the Straits of John de Fuca, we rely with certainty on them, 
and are tiuib enabled, by his previous labours, to leffen our own. We fliall only, 
therefore, with his affiftance, flate a few leading points, to Ihcw the grounds on 
which wc- reft our belief of the exiflence of thefe places, which have been attri- 
buted by very learned men to the impofition of fome, and the ignorance of 
others. 

This author ohferves, that recent navigators have found an archipelago of 
itlands, and the flrongen: indications of a large river, where fuch are deferibed 
by Admiral de Fonte : and this, he adds, gives countenance to that too liaflily 
exploded narration.— We have, it is true, old traditions Or narratives of the 
Archipelago of De Fonte, and the Straits of De Fuca, in I lacluit, Purchas and 
Harris, but on what grounds, or from what difeoveries, is at prefent wrapped 

in obfeurity. But Mr. Dalrymple comes armed with better authority,— 

and informs, us that the Burgomafler Witfon, in his fecond edition of theNord 
and Ort Tartarye, in 1705, fays he had in his poffeffion the original manufeript 
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of th6 account of the celebrated navigator De Fonta, and not Dc Fonte, iia\ uig 
furveyed Terra del Fuego in 1649.— This circumftance goes very far to prove 
that fuch a perfon did cxift ; and we may confequcntly form an opinion, that 
if he performed one voyage in 1649, might have accomplinicd the other 

as recited by Purchas, &c. in 1640; and the recent difeoveries of this very 
Archipelago ferves to countenance this opinion. But be this as it may, and 
whatever authority may be due to Burgomafter Witfon, we are ready to vouch 
for the Nortliern Archipelago being in the fame fpot as that of De Fonta. 

The account of tlie Straits of De Fuca is no lefs extraordinary. — A very 
curious piece of intelligence is communicated by him, on the authority of the 
Right Honourable Mr. Grcville, who received it from Sir John Maepherfon, to 
whom it was related by fome Spaniards at the Cape of Good Hope ; who in- 
formed Sir John that, very lately, an entrance in the latitude of 47^45' North 
was found, w’liich conveyed tlicm in twenty feven days into the vicinity of 
Hudfon’s Bay what can be faid to fuch extraordinary intelligence? 

John de Fuca, according to Mr. Hacluit, was a Greek pilot, who in 1592, 
failed into an inlet of great breadth, between the latitudes of 47’ and 48% 
which led him into a far broader fea, wherein he failed tw'enty days, and 
arrived in the Atlantic Ocean. — He delcribes a great head-land or ifland, with 
an exceedingly high pinnacle rock placed near it, w'hich is, in all probability, 
the very ifland or headland whereon our friend Tatootche has Iiis town and 
fortrefs; and as to the pinnacle rock, we have had ocular demonflration of its 
being placed in the entrance of this fea, as well as the gn at ifiand 01 headland 
which we have particularized in the voyage of the Felice in t! at latitude, 

De Fuca, it feems, communicated this information to Mr. Lock, when 
that gentleman was at Venice, and offered to perform the voyage, on condition 
of receiving 60,000 ducats. — The venerable and parfimonious minifters of 
Q^een Elizabeth, amongd whom was Cecil, refufed: Mr. Lock being unable. 
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out of his own privato fortune, to reward the pilot, the matter dropped^ 
though he continued to keep up a conftaut dbrrcfpondcncc with him. — ^Afiaira 
taking another turn, it was determined to employ the pilot, and Lock went to 
Italy in order to bring him to England ; when, on his arrival, he found that 
the pilot had died a Ihort time before. Such is the account given by Hacluitt 
Purchas, &c. and adopted by all nautical hiftorians fince their time. 

It is no Icfs curious that another man who was at Portugal about the fame 
time, Ihould have publifhed a book, treating of a North Weft pafTage, and 
ftating that he had paiTed through it. This book was fupprefled by the Court 
of Ufoon.— But to corroborate and ftrengthen my own aflertions, I bring the 
authority of Captain Barclay’s officers, &c. who faw every particular which 1 
declare to have feen, — having furveyed thefe parts in a boat, — though he him- 
felf did not go within fome leagues of the ftrait It is alfo to be remarked, that 
the Princefs Royal, Captain Duncan, faw them alfo ; and finally, wc offer the 
proofs brought by the Walhington, which failed through a fca that extendi 
upwards of 8 degrees of latitude. 

In reading the accounts of the ancient voyagers, we were forcibly ftruck with 
the refemblancc between the inhabitants as deferibed by John dc Fuca, and 
thofe with which w’e had a communication.— Amongft many particulars we 
will feleifl one, which is dire^lly in point ; independent of their being cloathed 
in furs and bears (kins, as he mentions tliem, he goes on to tell us, that they 
bind their childrens’ heads between two boards when very young, which prac- 
tice gives the head the form of a fugar-loaf; and in our account of the people 
of Nootka, this cuftom has been particularly remarked, and wc reckon Tatootchc 
among the number of Nootkan Princes.— Tiic latitude in which we found this 
ftrait placed, certainly differs from that in which the old authors have laid it 
down ; but that may be cafily accounted for, from the great difference between 
the crofs-ftaff, which was the aftronomical inftrument of Columbus, and our 
quadrant;— and wc believe, even a few years back, our navigators did not at- 
tend 
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tend fufficiently to even the corrections neceflhry for the fun*8 declination, 
which will alfo produce a great difference of calculation. 

Another account of a former date, relative to this pafTage, muft not be 
omitted, which is the voyage of Thomas Pcche, as given by Mr. Dalrymple. — 
He relates tliat he failed up the Strait of Anian, 120 leagues, in 1676, intend- 
ing to return to England that way ; but the month of 0<£tober being well ad- 
vanced, and the winds Northerly, — which, by the bye, we obferved to be always 
the cafe, — he returned back, and coafting California, New Spain and Peru, 
came into the North fea by the ftraits of Magellan, 1677. — He found from Cape 
Mendocino on California, the current fet to the North Eafl for more than 20 
leagues within the channel : — But where thefe ftraits are lituated, it is difficult 
to judge from the fhort account given of this man’s voyage. 

It would only encreafe uncertainty, and involve enquiry in greater per- 
plexity, if wc were to enter upon an examination of the interior geography of 
this part of America. There are, it is true, charts formed of it, but it is im- 
poffiblc wc can refign our judgment to them ; — it is fo cafy to fill up fpaecs 
with imaginary lakes and rivers, that only tend to miflead us ; and though 
the Arathapefcow Lake bears all the marks of authenticity, yet we know not, 
from any refpedlable authority, that its fitiiatioii is aftronomically fixed. 

We muft beg leave to add one more conjecture, which is that of Mr. Dal- 
rymple, and ill which I perfectly coincide, that the Lake de Fonte may be the 
identical Lake Aralhaptlcow ; which, if that fliould be the cafe, communicatL 3 
with ihcNortlicrn Paj-itlc Ocean : and the Arathapefcow Lake, according to two 
Indian manafcrlpt charts in the polTeffion of the company, pofteftbs a comm n- 
tnciitiou with Hudfoii's Bay ; — a circumftance which induces Mr. Dalrymple 
to remark, with his ufual fagacity, that it would be highly expedient to 
examine what obftruCtions there are to navigate thither ; for this lake is 
reported by Mr* Hearne, — from the information of the Indians, — to be 
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about 400 miles in length,*— He is alfo of opinion, that the moft efli^ual me* 
thod of making this examination, would be from tlic Arathapefcow Lake, which 
by the obfervation of the longitude ofHudlbn’s houle, appears to be much 
nearer Hudfon’s houfe than Mr. Hearne’s map reprefents it. — Indeed, though 
that gentleman has much merit for his enterprifing fpirit and painful refearches, 
he has left much yet to be done ; for it could not be fuppofed that Mr. Hearne 
could poffibly be qualified to form a chart of fuch extenlive regions which 
fhould be definitive. 

It may alfo be obferved that the Hudfon’s Hay Company have an houfe 
in o' 32" North, and longitude 106^ 27' 20" Weft, which is above 530 
geographic miles from their neareft fcttlcnunt in the Hay ; the dlftance» 
therefore, to compKat the communication between that place and Nootka, 
is above jeo geographic miles. On tlic authority of Mr. Turner the Hud- 
fon Bay Company's furveyor, the Indians report that the river continues 
to be navigable as far above Hudfon's houfe as below it, and that it is as cafy 
a navigation as that of the Thames, there not being one fall or rapid, after 
pafling that near WinipigLake, in a courfe of more than 200 miles ; but it is 
probable that the communication between Hudfon’s Bay and the Weft Coaft of 
America would, with more facility, be made in an higher latitude, by means 
of the Cheftertield inlet, or fome of the inlets and rivers from Hudfon’s Bay, 
connc<ftiiig with the Arathapefcow, Dobaunt and other lakes. 

Of the navigation of the Weftern fide of America we are clear and decided, 
as well as of thofe Inlets, great founds, and openings of the fea at the back of 
Nootka. — And as to the Eaftcrn fide of the continent, — though, as yet, we have 
nothing but conjecture in favour of the belief tliat either through Hudfon’s Bay, 
or the Southern parts of Baffin’s Hay, navigable inlets may be found to 
communicate with the Enftern Pacific Ocean, — one circumftance is clear 
in our favour, which is, that wc have the moft incontcftable proof that 
the geography of Hudfon’s Bay is but yet imperfedly known, and that with 
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Baffin's Bay we are wholly unacquainted ; fo that the idea of the difcovery of a 
North Weft Pallage ftill continues to have a reafonable foundation.— And we 
truft that the fervants of the Hudfon's Bay Company will conquer every 
avetfion, we arc informed they have hitherto poffeffed, to thofe Northern 
expeditions ; which may, at length, end in the difcovery of a North Weft 
Pafiage. 
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NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA, AND CHINA, 


T T mufl: nfTord a very animating fatisfa^lion to every patriot mind, that 

the trade and commerce of this country are gradually extending themfclves 
over every part of the globe ; and that from the encouragement given by wife 
miiiiftcrs, and the enterprifing fplrit of opulent merchants, every corner of the 
earth where the winds blow and the fca rolls its waves, will, fooner or later, be 
explored, to cncrcafe the wealth, the power, and the profperity of the Britilh 
Empire. 

To Captain Cook, among other great and public benefits, we are indebted 
for the commerce of the North Well; CoaR of America, and its profitable 
application to the China market ; a commerce, which when more known, and 
of courfe more cultivated, will, we doult not, prove of the firft advantage to 
this country. 
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The riches which the immenfe Southern Pacific Ocean offers to the adven- 
turous fplrit of trade, is far beyond the prefent conceptions of it ; and the 
empires of China and Japan may not only become new fources of commer- 
cial advantage to this kingdom, in the exports of her manufaflures, but prove 
the means of encreafing her maritime ftrength ; and thereby aggrandizing, 
in the moft ample manner, the power of the Britifh Empire. 

In the preceding pages, which contain our obfervations on the probable cxlil:- 
cnce of a North Weff Paffage, fome account is given of the feveral adventurers 
to the North Weft Coaft of America fince the difeovery of its valuable com- 
merce by Captain Cook. The fate of them, a^ it generally happens in all new 
fchemes of adventure, has been varioufly unrucccfsful. — Two of the fmall 
number of fhips which have failed thither, have been wrecked, and otlicrs 
liave proved unfortunate either from the had management or ignorance of 
their condu(ftors ; from whence a very falfe idea has arifen, that the trade of 
the North Weft Coaft of America is an unprodudive bufinefs. 

Other opinions have been propagated which are extremely unfavourable to 
the adventurers who have engaged in this commerce. It has, indeed, been 
boldly afferted, and by many as confidently believed, tliat they have been 
engaged in a contraband trade on tlic American Coaft. — It inuft, indeed, be 
extremely mortifying to thofe gentlemen uhoft patriotic and commercial 
fpirit has led them into fuch adventurous undertakings, to hnd, that in addition 
to the great Ioffes they have fuftained, their charadfers, as fair and honeft 
merchants, are attacked and calumniated : but the accufation, which fprings 
either from envy or ignorance, is founded in fallhood, — and will, we truft, 
find a refutation in the commercial arrangements of thofe voyages which occupy 
the preceding pages of this volume. 

The moft immediate articles hitherto imported from Anaerica, have been the 
fea*ottcr (kin, and furs of an inferior value, of which we have every reafon to 
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fuppofe there will prove a very great abundance, whenever the induftry of the 
natives fliall be duly excited to extend their colledlion of them.— Befidcs it (hould 
be obferved, that this trade is in an infant {late, and has been hitherto carried on 
only, as it were, in the vicinity of the American ihores ; — as thofe parts which 
have been already vifited, are not, as has been imagined, the coafh of the conti- 
nent, but an archipelago of iflands, forming a kind of barrier to it. When, there- 
fore, a commercial communication is opened with the continent itfelf, which there 
is every reafon to fuppofe is numeroufly inhabited, a great and very valuable 
fource of commerce will be unfolded to our country ; forming a chain of trade 
between Hudfon’s Bay, Canada, and the North Weil Coafl of America. 

The articles hitherto employed in the purchafe of American furs, &c. arc 
in themfelves but of fmall value, when compared with the prices which thefc 
furs obtain at China and other markets ; but when the expence of conveying 
them to their deftination is taken into the account, their acquired value is of 
no trifling conflderatioiu 

The firft adventurers employed iron, beads, glafs and Indian gewgaws as 
the medium of barter ; but they who fucceeded them added Britilh Woollens 
to the trade, and whole villages of American natives were feen clad in blankets, 
and decorated with every article of Englifh drefs. Indeed, after fome time, 
the Indians became fo fond of woollen articles, that no commercial engagement 
could be formed with thefe people in which they did not form the command- 
ing inducement. The fca-otter fkln may be a more beautiful and warmer 
garment, but it is infinitely more cumberfome than the blanket; which, when 
once adopted, was preferred in the moil decided manner, from a fenfe of 
fuperior convenience ; and rcfpedling the articles of European drefs for which 
their fimple fancy or a love of novelty might be fuppofed to impel their choice, 
they might be fo varied as to keep awake thofe prepoflTeflions till they become 
habits, whofe calls mull be fupplied by Britilh manufadures. 
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Tht number of people to the Southward of Nootka Sounds ai fiur as the 
latitude of 45® or 46®, amounts at lead: to near £ixty thoufand. The calcula- 
tion is made from the number of villages, each of which contains from 
fix to nine hundred inhabitants. To the Northward of Nootka, as far as the 
latkude of 61®, they are much more numerous; it may therefore be rcafonably 
concluded, that the line of fea coaft on the Weftern fide of this Archipe- 
lago, without adverting to the Eaftern fide, poffeffes upwards of an hundred 
thoufand people ; which, after all, forms no very great degree of population 
for fuch an extenfive length of country. 

Something like a corre£l eftimatc may, therefore, be made of the advantages 
that would arife from fupplying fuch a number of people with Britifh ma- 
nufaftures, by calculating the probable exports, which, in this early ftage of 
the North Weft American commerce, might be made from this country of 
coarfc woollens, iron, cutlery, manufa(ftured copper and tin ; which, in par- 
ticular, when worked up into the various articles in which it is commonly em- 
ployed, would form an immediate, as well as a very confiderable export, as on 
fcvcral parts of the coaft it was found to be the favourite objeft of the Indian 
market. It is, by no means, iieceffary to obferve, that in proportion as the 
manners of thefe people improved, and their clvilziation advanced, all thefc 
commercial articles would find an encreafing demand. 

The exports of America will confift of furs of the following fpccies • — 
The fea-otter, the different kinds and qualities of which have been particularly 
deferibed in the voyage of the Felice ; — the beaver, marten, fable, river- otter, 
—called by the natives capuca, — the ermine, foxes of different kinds, and par- 
ticularly that whofc fkin is of a jetty black ; — grey, white and red 
wolves, wolvercens, marmots, racoons, bears, mountain -fheep, whofc fleece is 
of extreme length and finenefs, with the common and the moofe-deer or elk. 
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The fea-ottcr, though an amphibious animal, might, perhaps, have been 
more corredly claffed among the fea-furs ; for it is the peculiar happinefa 
of this country, that the fea which waihes its coarts, (hares with the land 
the plenty of commercial produce. The furred feal, fea-cow, fea-lion, the 
fpeckled feal and common feal abound there. 

Ginfeng might alfo become a very valuable article of American export ; for 
although it has not hitherto been found in great abundance in the vicinities 
of Nootka, the Northern parts, more particularly the (hores of Cook’s River, 
produce it in incxhauftible plenty. The ginfeng of this part of America is far 
preferable to that of the Eaftern fide, and approaches nearer to that of China, 
which is univerfally confidered of a very fuperior quality to the beft ginfeng 
of European exportation. 

But the mofi: valuable branch of commerce, which is offered fpontaneoufly 
by the North Weft American Coafts, is the Whale Fiihery, which may be 
carried on to any extent. As thofe fifh, both of the black and fpermaceti 
kind, are univerfally abundant in thofe feas, with other marine animals, 
which yield an oil of a very fuperior quality. And here I fhall beg leave to 
offer fome obfervations on the probable advantages which may be derived to 
Great Britain from this fifhery, not only in the Northern but the Southern 
Oceans ; the former abounding with the black whale, and the latter with the 
fpermaceti fpecies. 

Thefe Fiftieries are of fuch extent, reaching from Cape Horn to the Line, 
as, with that of the North Weft Coaft of America, to be capable of employ* 
ing feveral thoufand tons of (hipping. Even in its infant ftate, one hundred 
fail at leaft, each vefiTel having thirty men on board, might be employed in 
this valuable branch of commerce. Of a (hip’s company, according to this 
regulation, 1 (hould fuppofe that twenty would be feamen, or people acquainted 
with the bufinefs of the fi(hery, and that the remainder would be boys appren- 
ticed, 
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ticedy or landmen, who are frequently received on board, and employed in thefe 
voyti^s : The number of feamen amounting in the whole to three thoufand. 
Nor can it be fuppofed that this commerce, conduced under the influence of 
Britifli liberty and the fpirit of Britilh merchants, would not encrcafe. Indeed, 
the acquifltions of it are fo favourable to our own manufactures, and in fuch 
continual demand from foreign countries, that to fupply the home and foreign 
confumption of its fevcral articles, would prove a moft advantageous cxtenfion 
of the trade and navigation of Great Britain. But another important benefit 
will refult alfo from thefe fifheries ; they will very greatly enlarge that nurfery 
of feamen which may be confidered as the mine of Britifh ftrength and glory. — 
Nor do I hefitate to foretell, that if this branch of commerce is left free, and is 
not fuffered to be (hackled by chartered privileges and legal monopolies, that it 
will, in a very fhort time, make fuch returns, as to difeharge Government 
from the expenfive encouragements of drawbacks and bounties. 

It would be prefumption in me to recommend any fyftem of regulations for 
the due conduft, controul and encouragement of thefe fifheries, when fuch 
abilities and commercial knowledge as is poffelTcd by Lord Hawkefbury, en- 
lightens the proceedings of that branch of the adminiftration which appropriates 
its labour and attention to the trade of our country ; but I fhall, neverthelefs, 
take the liberty to fuggeft, that each fhip employed in this commercial fervice, 
ihould be obliged to have on board fix or eight apprentices, who fhould be 
limited with refpeCt to age. If eight iq number, four of them fhould not be 
more than ten or twelve years of age two others fhould not exceed fourteen 
years, and the remainder might be confined within the age of fixteen. The 
term of their apprenticefhip fhould not be extended beyond five years. — It would 
be necdlefsto explabi the utility and advantage of fuch an arrangement. 

The navigation of thefe feas is moft admirably adapted to form a fchool of 
maritime experience, while its peculiar fafety is equally calculated to encourage 
MicrcantUc fpeculation^Nor fhould it be pafled by without obfervation, that 
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(hips employed In the fiflicry or fur trade, may always depend upon fuch 
abundant fupplies of almoft every kind, as not only to fumi(h a plenteous va- 
riety of that wholefome food, but alfo to become an objed of commercial con- 
lideration, while the Sandwich Iflands offer a flation for intermediate repofe, 
where health animates the gales, and every fpecies of rcfrefhment is to be found 
on the (bores. 

The various articles of trade, both of an import and export nature, in this 
new region of commerce, which might be conlidcred as attending upon our 
entrance into it, have already been mentioned ; at the fame time we ought to 
keep in view, as an object of a great future advantage, thofe mines which arc 
known to lie between the latitudes of 40® and 60° North, and which may here- 
after prove a mod valuable fource of commerce between America and China.— 
But to give them effe£l:, as well as to forward other beneficial purpofes, 
eftablifhments mud be formed, for which the North Wed Coad of America 
offers a mild climate and a fruitful foil, where grain of every fpecies may be 
cultivated with a fmall portion of indudrious exertion, particularly in the 
vicinity of Nootka, and in the country of New Albion. 

Such is the general account we have it in our power to communicate of the 
commerce of that part of America which has fo lately been unfolded to us. 
We (hall now proceed to difeover the connexion it has hitherto formed with 
China, together with the profped of opening a trading intercourfe with 
Japan ; which, if revived, and there is no doubt of the poflibility of fuch an 
event, might, in due time, become an object of the fird importance to the mer- 
cantile intered of this country. 

The furs obtained by the feveral adventurers to the North Wed Coaft of 
America, have been carried to the Canton market, where they were fold at 
very high prices. — The circumdancc of fupplying this market with American 
furs, has proved the means of opening a channel of trade between England 
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and China, for the Canadian and Hudfon Bay furs, which had not hitherto 
been attempted. — Thefc furs alfo fold extremely well. 

The commerce between Great Britain and the Empire of China, is altoge- 
ther of fuch importance, that an inveftigation of thofe caufes which ope- 
rate to continue the balance of trade againft us, and which may lead 
to a difeovery of the means not only to diminifh that balance, but to 
turn it in our favour, will, I truft, be favourably received by the public ; 
and, in a particular manner, by that great commercial body, the Honourable 
Eaft India Company. — It is, indeed, but juftice to declare, that much has 
already been done by them ; at the fame time truth compels me to obferve, 
that much yet remains to be done, not only in giving every poflible aug- 
mentation to the exports of this country, but in opening new channels of 
commerce, whenever and wherever opportunity offers to accompliffi fuch a 
dcfirable objedl. 

In pu^uing the general outline of this fubje^t, ami we do not profels to 
be fo minutely informed as to engage in a minute difcuffion of it, we (hall 
clafs the commerce of China under the following heads: — 

Firft. The trade between China and Ruffia, by land ; in wljlch may l)e 
included the North Weffern commerce by lea, as the principal ffaple com- 
modities are chiefly furs, in which England participates, from the large quan- 
tity of the Canadian and Hudfon’s Bay furs fent from this country to Ruflia, 
and from thence, by the Ruffian merchants, by a long and circuitous land 
carriage to Pekin. 

Secondly. The commercial connexion between Great Britain and China. 

Thirdly. The commerce between foreign nations with the country powers 
in India and China. 
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It is not neceflary for me, were it iu my power,* to defcribe the vaft extent of 
the Chiaeie Empire, and the ftate of its prodigious population. It is fufficient 
to obferve that fuch a country, and fuch a people, would form a commercial 
alliance of the firft magnitude writh Great Britain. The Englifh certainly enjoy 
the far greater part of the import trade at Canton ; but the whole European 
commerce, which, of courfe, involves our own, labours beneath very oppreifive 
and encreahng difadvantages. Nor can 1 underftand upon what principle of 
found policy we continue to fubmit to the will and pleafure of the Chinefe go* 
vernment, in our commercial concerns with it. 

If we were to form our opinions of the general chara£lcr of the inhabitants 
of China from thofe who inhabit the banks of the Canton River, it would be 
doing them a great injuftice. A trading fca-port, which offers little or no other 
communication than with Cuftom-houfe officers, brokers, and the inferior rank 
of tradefmen, does not qualify the voyager to judge of the nation to which it 
belongs ; but, forming our opinion from thofe. who have had opportunities of 
vifiting the interior parts of China, we are difpofed to believe that the Chi- 
nefe are a liberal, enlightened and poliihed people, and that they profefs them- 
felves of fuch a chara£ber. It cannot therefore be fuppofed, if an AmbaiTa- 
dor was fent to China from this country, with all the appropriate accompany- 
ments of fuch a character, that he would not be received with fuitable refpedl 
and dignity. 

Various are the oppreffions which afflid our commerce with this part of the 
Eaft, and it would require, perhaps, confummate (kill in the arts of n^ociation, 
as well as a complete knowledge of the commercial hiftory of China, and of 
the temper of the people, to bring any liberal arrangement of commerce be- 
tween the two nations t® a conclufion. The Chinefe arc well acquainted 
with the power of Great Britain, and they regard it with very confiderable 
appichenfion. I relate it as an incontrovertible fadl, that the Hoppo or Vicc- 
Roy of Canton, in the year 1789, in his ufual information to the Court at 
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Pekin, tranfmitted a falfe account of the European (hipping at his port« The 
cncreafing number of them, particularly thofe of the £ngli(h nation, was 
rather an alarming circumftancc to the miiiifterial officers at Canton ; and had 
the Emperor been informed of it, they would have been fubjedi to his dif- 
pleafure, from the fuppofed danger of fufFwring fuch an alTemblage of foreign 
velTcls. But they hufhed their own fears, and fatisfied their patriotic feru- 
ples, by remitting the ulual revenues arifing from foreign trade to the Royal 
treafury, and configning the encreafed colledion of duties to their own 
coffers. 

At this port, as if it were contrived to (hackle and opprefs the European 
commerce, every tranfadlion, of a commercial nature, comes under the jurif- 
didlion of a body of merchants, confiding of eleven perfons, or more, who are 
named the Hung,, or the Houang. 

On the arrival of a (hip at Canton, one of thefe merchants is appointed to 
condu(Sl all her commercial concerns. He is then termed the fecurity mer- 
chant, and every trading tranfadion, relative to the veflel over which he is 
placed, entirely depends upon his controuling pleafure. — With this extraor- 
dinary authority, he pofleifes the power of arranging the trade of the cargo 
which he fuperintends, in any (hape that may bed anfwer his private ad- 
vantage. If, therefore, it (hould appear to be his intered to prevent the im- 
ported articles from coming to an equitable market, he will, by no means, con- 
(ider the importer, but himfelf. For the native who wants to buy, and the 
dianger who wants to fell, can have no communication with each other. — It is 
this drange oppreflive, intermediate official merchant, who aids for both, and to 
whofe arbitrary didates both mud fubmit, without any means of revifion or 
of appeal. While this fet of men remain in their prefent date of power, 
the imports can never come to a fair market, or the exports be reduced by 
competition to an equal dandard. 


The 
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The greater ag well as inferior Mandarins or Cuftom-houfe officers, fubjeft 
the Houang merchants, in their turns, to heavy impolitions, for which the latter 
reimburfe themfelves, by levying contributions on the European commerce. 

All goods entered at Canton pay a very exorbitant duty in the firft inftance 
and if their owner fhould exerclfe the power which he has of objeding to the 
Houang merchant’s price, he neverthelefs cannot re- embark a fingle article of 
them 4 as merchandize once landed at the port of Canton, can never be re- 
moved from thence, but by the native trader who may purchafe it. A greater 
check on the fpirit of commerce cannot be well conceived than fuch a ty- 
rannical regulation* 

The duties, at this port, have long been in a ftate of progrefTive encreafe, 
and have, within thefe few years, advanced to 50 per cent. — The actual 
amount of them being no longer paid into the Royal treafury, for the rca- 
fons already mentioned, the Mandarins are become more and more avaricious, 
in proportion as the revenue from the duties cncreafes; and, as they arc 
impol’ed at the pleafure of the Hoppo or Vice-Roy, he contrives to accumulate 
an immenfe fortune during his adminiftration ; which, however, he is ob- 
liged to (hare, in fomc degree, with the minifters at Pekin, in order to prevent 
a difeovery of his extortions on the Europeans at Canton. 

All (hips on their firft arrival, pay a certain meafurement, which is calcu- 
lated by their tonnage, amounting to an heavy fum, and, within a few years, 
has been greatly augmented. A (hip belonging to the Eaft India Company, pa.ys, 
I believe, from .800 to ^.i 2Co. All goods rauft be conveyed on (bore by the 
boats of the country, fo that continual robberies are committed on the 
cargoes fent for the ftiip to Canton, which is diftant about fourteen miles ; 
and ftrange as it may feem, no remedy is to be found, or punifhment inflicted 
upon fuch open injuftice. The Houang man is the only perfon to whom aa 

European 
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European hai accefs $ ib that the Foreign merchant Is left ^tirely ^ the mercy 
of an agent whofe intereil it is to opprefs him the moft« 

All Europeans are prohibited from entering the city of Canton ; and if any 
ihould perhd in paying it a dan define viiit, as fome have done, they are 
fevercly bambooed and turned back again. The Chinefe call an European a 
Fanqui. 

It muft, however, be obferved, that the idea of the Houang merchants being 
fecurity for each other, is entirely fallacious ; — for thefe commercial guardians 
arc fometimes known to become bankrupts, and many Europeans have fulFered 
feverely by the failure of them. I liave fome reafon to imagine that the debts 
due to Britifli merchants, and on which account Captain Panton in the Race- 
horfe, wasfentto Canton, are not yet liquidated; and which, being incurred 
by the failure of a very confidcrable Houang merchant, evidently proves that 
this body of men are not fecurity for each other. This debt amounted to 
fome hundred thoufand pounds, part of which has been paid by inftallmcnts, 
which have been in a courfe of payment for the fpace of ten years, without 
intcreft. — ^This money has, howevea:, in fa£l been paid by the Europeans them^ 
felves ; as, in order to dlfcharge the debt, an additional duty haa been laid on 
all European articles, which flill continues ; and as Great Britain poflfeffes by 
far the greateft (hare of the China trade, fhe fufFers proportionably in thefe 
beavy and accumulating impohtions. 

This embaflj did not greatly enhance the confequence of the Englilh nation 
in the opinion of the Chinefe. — Lord Anfon and Captain Panton flood ' in a 
very different view of refpeft and importance, — not that I mean to be undcr- 
fiood as if the latter gentleman was deficient in any of thofe rcquifitei which 
could pve confequence or eflieft to his commiflion ; on the contraiy, he pof- 
fefled them all,— but he was not, by any means, properly fupported, or cloathed 
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with dbat official confequence, neccflary to imprefs tho* Chiiui people with a 
due r^pe& for, and awe of the country from which he came. 

It is indeed a very evident, as well as mortifying proof, that the Englifh 
name does not poflcfs that confequence with the Chincfe, which it merits in 
every country and corner of the globe, from their conduft towards the Eaft 
India Company’s fervants, who conftantly remove to the Portugucfe city of 
Macao for feveral months of the year. 

In the fcafon of 1789, on tfic arrival of the Company’s fhip in China, it 
became neceflary for the fupercargocs to remove, as ufual, to Canton ; on which 
the accuftomed application was made to the Chinefe for the common formality of 
permiffion. — ^Tliis was, however, peremptorily refufed, on the pretence that this 
application fhould be made through the Portuguefe, who refufed to exert them- 
felves; and thereby the Portuguefe governor of Macao had the power of throwing 
very con (iderable impediments in the way of the Britilh commerce. This dif- 
agreeable bufinefs was, however, at length fettled, but not without confiderable 
delay, and, in all probability, fomc extortion, — But during this oppreflive interval, 
the valuable fhips of the Eaft India Company lay at anchor in the Bocca Tigris, 
or at Wampoa, as they arrived, and without being able to procure the ufual re- 
freftiments. Indeed the enormous fums conftantly paid for the removal 
of the Company’s fervants to and from Canton, from whence tliey are forced 
by the Chincle, is not only a great commercial enormity, but a degrading 
compliance on the part of Great Britain. 

The Portuguefe alfo, In this diftant fettlement, aftumc a language and con- 
dud to Britilh fubjeds, which cannot be at all reconciled with the comparative 
ftate of the ftrength, power and importance of their refpedive nations. — It is 
no uncommon thing at Macao, for the Company’s fervants to be imprifoned 
and otherwife ill-treated on the (lighteft pretences, and obliged to pradife fub- 
miftions which the fervile avarice of commerce can alone induce them to fufter^ 
while it ftlences the refentment of thofe who employ them. 
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Ftom all thefe circumftances the conclufion is at once forcible and evident, 
that the trade between Great Britain and China (hould be arranged on an equal 
and refpeflable eftablifhment. — Nor, if the proper means were employed, would 
llich a dehiablc objedl be fo difficult to accomplifh as is generally imagined. 

It is not to be fuppofed that the infaiit trade of the North Weft Coaft of 
America to China efcaped thofe depreffing arrangements which narrow the 
advantages and diigrace the fpirit of the long eftabliflied and fuperior channels 
of commerce with this part of the Eaftern world. — Wc felt and execrated the 
inconveniences of them ; but ftill a profpeft of confiderable advantage unfolds 
itfelf to the views of a liberated commerce, which would juftify any encourage- 
ment from this country. 


No communication had as yet taken place between the Rufiian Kamfchadale 
and Siberian Provinces with China, but by land ; and that intercourfe having 
been interrupted for many years, in confequence of difputes which arofe, and 
have never been fettled between the courts ofPeterfburg and Pekin, — it became 
a matter of contemplation to have connedled, in a great degree, the commerce 
of the North Weft Coaft of America and thefe provinces with that of China 
and Japan. — If fuch a projedl had been carried into efFed, it would have pro- 
duced very beneficial confequences to this country; as her manufadures, inftead 
of being fent through the empire of RufTia, by way of Peteriburg, and from 
thence into Siberia and 'Kiafcha, would have been imported immediately 
by fca, and the furs of thofe countries received in barter; which, with the 
North Weft American furs, would have been fold at Canton, and the proceeds, 
from the natural channels of commerce, paid without compundion into the 
Englifti treafury there, which would tend to leflen the exports of bullion from 
this country. 

By this trade, Great Britain might have encreafed her exports of broad 
cloth, coarfc woollens, cottons, linens, hardware, and her tin and copper in 

all 
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all the variety of articles into which thole metals are manufaflured ; 6>x which 
would be received, as before obferved, furs of all the various and valuable 
kinds with which that part of the world abounds. The quantity of exports 
mull have been very confiderable to fupply the Ruffian provinces ; and fupply- 
ing them by this mode would prove the means of beating out of the market 
thofc French woollens and ironmongery with which it is now fupplied as it 
cannot be fuppofed that the inhabitants would not prefer the folid and lalling 
manufa<fturcs of England to the flight cloths and brittle hardwares of France. 

The confideration of this part of the Northern commerce naturally forces 
upon our attention the iieceffity of opening the Northern provinces of China, 
as well as the kingdom of Japan, in order to extend this chain of commercial 
intercourfr. Such an arrangement would open an inftant and extenlive chan- 
nel for Britifli manufa(fVurcs, particularly thofc of tin and copper, more 
efpecially the former; the exports of which being of the firfl importance to 
this country, we confider as a fubje£t that demands adiftiud difeuffion, which 
it will receive in the fuccceding part of thefe obfervations. 

The prefent cxclufion of the European nations from all the ports of the 
Chinefe empire, except Canton, is a ferious difad vantage to Great Britain.-— 
While from the arbitrary regulations of the Chinefe government rclpeding Eu- 
ropean commerce, our exports, befldes the heavy duties to which they are 
fubjc(fl:, are taken by the purchafers at a price fixed by themfelves. The fame 
tyrannical and dilhoneft principle operates to enhance the price of every article 
we receive in return, and is the caufe that fo much bad tea is imported into 
this country. 

It would be equally idle and impertinent to obferve on the prevailing habits 
of all ranks of Britifh fobje^s for the beverage produced by this oriental 
plant. It has long ccafed to be a luxury among the great ; and ic become a 
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Idnd of ncccffary of life even among the poor. — Though produced in the moft 
diftant quarter of the globe, its ufe is fo naturalized to this country, as to be 
an article of general confumption, and produdive of a very confiderable pub- 
lic revenue*. 

If, therefore, it is a national objed to procure the teas and manufaiSlurcs 
of China of better qualities and at a cheaper rate, — fome method (hould be 
devifed by the Britifli government to procure the Northern ports of that coun- 
try to be opened to us, as well as to emancipate our trade from the vexatious 
bondage beneath which it groans in the only Chinefe port which our (hips 
are allowed to eater. To efFe6t this, — and I have not the leaft doubt but it 
might be efFc(fted, — it is humbly fubmitted, whether it might not be proper to 
fend an cmbafTy diredlly to Pekin, with fuch a degree of confequence and fplen- 
dour attached to it, as becomes the reprefentative of a Britifli monarch bearing 
his credentials to the fplendid court of a great Oriental fovereign. 

The opening the door of thefe ports, by encreafing and improving the means 
of communication between the two countries, would produce the greateft ad- 
vantages to each ; and, without enumerating the particular benefits which 
would be derived to our own, I (hall juft obferve, that by the exports of our 
tin alone, commerce would add an artificial mine of national wealth to thofe 
which nature has already beftowed on Great Britain, In confcqueiKe of fuch 
an arrangement, the hitherto little known, but poliflied and wealthy kingdom of 

Corea, 

• Thif herk, which is fuppofed to poiTefs qualities of a pernicious tendency by many medical 
writers, is, on the contrary, confidered in China as replete with medicinal virtues. Its ufe in the 
country where it grows is univerfal and continual ; and a doubt of its falutary nature, would be 
treated there, as arifing from the mod inveterate foUy« or thegrofi*eil ignoTance.<~>An inhabitant of 
China will tell you, that it braces the nerves,— invigorates their tone,— ftrengthens the ftomacb, 
ind retieves deprelfion.— 'It fkoukl, however, be obferved, that the black teas only are in g'eneral 
ufe among the Chinefe ; and that the green, and bloom teal ait in «. great degree, if not altogether, 
mann&Rnred for foreign markets^ 
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Corea^ would be open to the Britilh adventurer : and, independent of the empire 
of Japan, we know not how to exprefs our idea of the vaft and inexhauftible 
fources of commercial advantage that would be gained by purfuing the lyftem 
which is the objed of this memoir to fugged and to recommend. 

The fined teas are produced by the Northern provinces ; — we diould 
therefore Teceive them from thence free from that adulteration which the 

avarice of the Houang merchant not only allows but encourages. The raw 

filk of thofe countries would alfo come to our market of the fined quality. 

Tlie kingdom of Corea would receive, and eagerly receive, the fame manu- 
fadures as Chinn, with tliis important addition, — that in (b cold a climate, they 
would havT onr woollens diredly from ourfelves, indead of the light French 
cloths which make their way to them by the circuitous route of Pekin from 
Rufiia, or more immediately from Canton. But on account of the very high 
price of woollen goods, occafioned by the expenfive mode of importing them, 
thefe people have recourfe to thick printed cottons, which, after all, are by no 
means fufficient to proted them from the feverity of their winters. This couu>* 
try produces the fined tea, but no filk. The Coreans receive it however from 
China, and return it thither to great advantage, worked up into filks and da*» 
malks, of a very fine and rich fabric. It is here alfo that the curious faiUng 
waggon is to be feen, which is a very fcrviceablc machine in the low and 
marlhy grounds towards the Corean fea. 

The empire of Japan may be confidered as a fource of commerce didin<d from 
that of China ; but it is, neverthelcfs, open to the fame Ipirit of commercial 
adventure.^— contains fimllar refources, and promifes to be a mod profitable mart 
for Britilh manufadures. The communication which one of the fhips captured 
by the Spaniards at Nootka Sound, had With this country, in her voyage t<J 
the North Wed Coad of America, proves, in the fulled manner, that the in- 
habitants would gladly enter into a trading intcrcourfc with us. It was, indeed, 
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intended to have fent a (hip from Canton in the prcfent year 1790, had not 
the North Weftern commerce been interrupted, and for a time, at lea(t, deftroyed 
by the (hips of his Catholic Majefty, From very refpe£lablc authority we are 
aflTured, that furs fell there at an immenfe price, while the country, climate, and 
inhabitants will warrant a more than probable conjecture, that fuch a commer- 
cial intcrcourfe would prove highly advantageous to this kingdom, 

China exports thither a few broad cloths, (ilks, cottons, fugar, hardware, 
furs, and tin in blocks, which fetches there almoft the price of (ilvcr, 
as they ufe it not only for all culinary purpofes, but to form thofe velTels 
and ornaments which they employ in their religious ceremonies. — In return for 
thefe articles, the Chinefc receive gold, fine teas, and pure copper. But, upon 
the whole, the trade is not very confiderable between thefe countries. 

It is well known that the only European nation which enjoys a commercial 
connexion with the Jnpanefe, are the Dutch. Four Dutch (hips are annually 
difpatched thither from Batavia, and each of them pays an hundred thoufand 
dollars for the privilege of this profitable traffic ; of which a very adequate 
idea may be formed, when it will bear the previous import of fuch an enormous 
fum. — The Dutch are too fenfible of the advantages of this monopoly, not to 
clothe the whole in all polfible lecrecy, or to colour it with every kind of falla- 
cious defeription. But however ignorant we may be of their particular im- 
ports, exports, and mode of trade, we cannot but know that it is extremely 
advantageous to them, and would, confequciitly, prove of equal, if not fuperior 

benefit to us. It may not be improper to add, that there is every realbn 

to (uppofe the navigation to and from Japan to be a very fafe one, when un- 
dertaken at particular feafons. 

The Chinefc alfo engage in a traffic between the Philippines and Japan in the 
South* They import from the former wrought filks, gold, copper, and iron ; 
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and carry to the latter, fpices, pepper, filver, and fugar. — This trade is very 
profitable to themfclvcs, and extremely detrimental to the fubjeds of Spain. 

If a Britifli fettlement could be cftabliftied on one of the Southernmoft of the 
Corean ides, it would facilitate the intercourfe between Great Britain and thefe 
parts of the globe.— Nor would the difficulty of compleating fuch a plan oc» 
cafion anv' uncommon rifk, or demand more than common exertions ; as we 
are given to underftaiid that the natives are a mild, humane, and polifhed race 
of people, who would not hefitate to give the Britifli voyager a mofl welcome 
reception. The pradicability of fuch a colony, need not require any other 
argument, when it is known that on the Northernmoft of thefe iflands the 
Ruffians have formed a fettlement. 

Befides the general Britiffi exports, — to which advantageous circumftance w» 
arc fo continually obliged to recur,— the opening thefe channels would give 
new liability to the fur- trade, and enable us to annihilate, in a great meafure, 
this profitable branch of the Ruffian commerce. The Ruffian fcttlements on 
Cook’s River, down the Coaft of America to the Southw’ard, and on that chain 
of iflands called the Fox Iflands, for the foie purpofe of collcding furs, toge- 
ther with the encouragement given by the Emprefs Catherine to all adventu- 
rers in, as well as the protedion Ihe holds forth to merchants who regularly 
profecute the trade between China and her dominions, by way of Kiafcha, as 
fet forth with equal accuracy and ability by Mr. Cox, in his account of the 
Ruffian difeoveries, are circumflanccs which difeover, in the fulleft manner, 
the opinion which the court of Peterfburg entertains of this commerce. — One 
branch of this trade,— the fupplying China with the Canadian or Hudfon’s 
Bay furs,— wc hope is already removed to this country, and that they will no 
longer find their way tlnther by the intermediate aid of the Ruffian mcr- 
chants. 
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It nUy be fai^ withdiit any fe^ of contradiftloriy that this advantage has 
been sKstaiaed bf the importation of the North Weft American furs intd 
Canton : and there can be as little doubt that the continuance of fuch imports 
wUl fern to augnabnt kw^The reputation of die fea-otter skins brought no 
incoiafiderable body of the Northern Chinefe and Pekin merchants to Canton, 
a port which they had never before vilitcd, and at the diftance of near one 
thoufand miles from the places of their rchdence^— Yet notwithftanding the 
length of this commercial journey, they found it anfwer to their entire fatis- 
^sftion, from being able to obtain the fame fpecies of furs which they had 
been accuftomed to purchafe at Kiafcha, at a price fo much below the ufual 
rate that marketi. They arrived at Canton daden with teas, filk and ivory; 
and took back in return, furs and broad-cloths.— The cloths imported by the 
Eaft India Company, were diftinguilhed by their particular preference and ad- 
iniration ; nor did they heiitate to acknowledge their great fuperiority over any 
woollens they had ever received by the way of Kiafcha. 

Furs form the principal and favourite drefs of the mhabltants of the North- 
ern provinces of China ; and thofe of the rareft kind and the higheft prices 
arc eagerly purchafed by them. — From five hundred to a thoufand dollars, and 
even a larger fum, arc frequently given for a finglc fuit of this precious 
ebathing. 

The skin of the fca*otter, from the thicknefs of its pile and the length of its 
fur, forms too cumberfome an habiliment for the people of the Southern pro- 
vinces ; they prefer, m general, the Canadian andHudfon’s Bay furs ; but frill, 
fuch as can aflFord it, fcldom fail of having a cape of the fea-otter’s skin to 
their coats, though perhaps at the extravagant price of fix dollars.— On con- 
fidcring, therefore, the prodigious population of China, and fuppofing the » fur 
trade to be carried on under proper regulations, the inaccuracy of an opinion, 
which has been advanced with fomc degree of plaufibility, that the Chinefe 
market may be ovcrfiocked both with Canadian, Hudfon’s Bay, and the North 
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Weft American furs, muft appear evident to the moft tranfient reflexion.*-* 
On the contrary, it is our deckled opinion, that the 6a-otter skins which have 
been imported to China, (ince the commencement of the North Weft Amcri« 
can trade, have not proved fufficient to anfwcr the demands of the fiagle 
province of Canton.— Even there, the cold will often render a fur drefi 
neceflary more particularly as the Chinefe arc minutely attentive in propor- 
tioning their cloathing to the temperature of the moment, whatever it may be ; 
and frequently, in the courfe of the fame day, add to or diminilh the number 
or warmth of their garments, as from the varying circumftanccs of the at- 
mofphcre, &c. the air may demand a cooler or a warmer covering. 

Having thus ftated fuch information concerning the commerce of the North 
Weft Coaft of America and the Northern parts of China, as well as the rela- 
tive trade of Ruflia, as has been obtained by our experience and enquiries, we 
lhall proceed to ftate a few particular circumftanccs relative to the foreign^ 
commerce of Canton and the country trade. 

Tlicfcdlowing is a Lift of the (hips of different nations in the River of Canton,, 
in the year 1 789 ; which will give a very precife idea of the prefent fuperiority 
of the Britifli trade over that of all other European nations. 


List ^ Ships belonging to the EngHJh Eaft India Company^ atWampoa. 


snirs NAMES. 
Ganges — — 

Middlefex — 

Earl Mansfield — 

King George — 

Lafcelles — 

Valentine — 

Nottingham — 

Lord Macartney — 

SuUvan — 

Kockingham 
Eatl Wycombe • 


COMMANDBKS. 


SHIPS NAMES. 


Jofeph Gama lilt 

John Rogers 

Brodie Hepworth 

John Sherwood 

Richard Atherton Farrington 

John Lewis 

Archibald Anderfon 

James Hay 

Robert Pouncy 

John Atkinfon Blanchard 

John William Wood 


Walpole - 

Europa — 

Thetis — 

Ocean 

General Elliot 
Warlcy — 

Fort William 
Duke of Buccleugh 
Britannia — 

Fm — 


COMMANDSHS. 

Henry Churchill 

Align (lus Jofeph A{i|>lqger4r 

Juftinian Nutt 

James Todd 

Robert Drummond.^ 

Henry WUfon 
George Simpfon 
Thomas Wall 
Edward Gumming 
Edward Manning 
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IJJi of EngTi/h Country Ships tra/mg to Chinas 1789. 


Prom Bombay to China and Bombay, 


IHIPS NAMES. 

commanders. 

Soliman Shaw •- 

Jofeph M* Intofh 

Gangavar — 

William Robin fbn 

New Triumph — 

George Smith 

Milford — 

William Hendcifon 

Sluw Ardefeer — 

Richard Ram fay 

Vifloria Snow •— 

David Jordan 

Boddam ~ 

John Anfon Smith 

Royal Charlotte — 

William Watfon 

Sullimancy Grab •— 

William Stuart 

Cartier — 

James Nafli 

Ganfava — 

James jamifon 

General Meadows — 

Robert Billamore 

Hornby •— 

Charles Chrift. M' Intofh 

Carnatic — 

Francis Simpfon 

Shaw Biram — 

Thomas Meek 

Darius — 

William Maughan 

Surat Caftle — 

Henry Lowrie 

ThamtumTaz But — 

William Roy 

Enterprize — 

Paul Shercraft 

Nancy — 

Charles Edward Macktow 

Clive — 

John Kobertfon 

Bombay — 

James Wilfon 

Prince of W ales — 

James Wilcot 

Hindoftan — 

Francis Edwards 

From Bombay to Surat. 

Sultan — 

James Callender 

Fier Refoal Mucky — 

George Milford Nelfon 

Fiez Allum — 

Jolin Swaine 


From Bengal and the Malay Coajl to Bengal, 

SFUrs NAME!. COMMANDERS. 

Cornwallis — David Cumming 

Nonludi — John Canning 

Surpiize — John Philliijs 

From Bengal and the Malay Coaji to Bombay. 
Chceiful ■ — John Elmore 

Ftom Bombay to Madras and Bombay. 
Yarmouth ■— Thomas Bruce 

From Bombay to Bengal and Bombay. 
Britannia Snow — I'homas Hard> 

Fiom Madias to Bombay. 

Henry — George Ga^o^^ay 

From Bombay to Bengal, 

R^folution — Janies Watfon 

From Bengal and Batavia to Bengal, 
Warren Haftings Nicholas Cheminant 

From Bombay to Pegu and Bengal. 
Hibernia — William Tolly 

From Bombay and Madras to Bombay. 
Indus — William Dixon 

From China to tie N. W. CoaJl of America. 
Argonaut -- James Colnett 

Princefs Royal — Thomas Hudfon 


A Lift of Foreign Ships trading to China in 1789. 


SKIPS NAMES, 

Dutch, 

COMMANDERS. 

Mceryk — 

Muller 

Delft 

Swetman 

Chrifteffel Columbus 

Picterfeen 

Schagen 

Stokbroo 

Marin Cornelia — 

Modderman 

Dauphitt 

French. 

Duval Favereub 

Danijb. 

King of Denmaric — Torilow 

Antony Brig — 

American, 

Richard Proler 

Smnpfon — 

Samuel Howell 

Maflkehufletts 

Uenj'amin Carpenter 

Aftrea — 

James Magee 

Union — 

John Afliinead 


American continued. 


SHIPS NAMES. 
William and Henry Brig 
Three Sifters ditto — 
Fcderalift *— 

Atlantic — 

Light Horfc — 

America — 

Tay — — 

Wafhington — 

Morfe — 

Columbia — 


COMMANDERS. 

Benjamin Hodges 
Benjamin Weft 
Richard Dale 
Henry KKcins 
Jacob Nitols 
Jacob Sarlcy 
Thomas Randall 
Mark Hadcett 

Oriolle 

Robert Gray 


Portuguefe. 

Bom Jefus Alem — Jofo Dias de Souza 
Marquis dc Anjuga — Coftodio dc Arevedo 
Campeles — Antonio de Arayo 


The 
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Th« advantages which muft refult to the manufactures of Great Britain^ 
from the encreafe of the China trade, is one of thofe truths whofe evidence 
wants no fupport. Its tendency to encreafe the nurfery of our marme ftrength, 
muft be acknowledged with equal juftice. TheEnglifh (hipping at Canton gave 
employment, on an average, in the year 1789, to near two thoufand officers 
and feamen. 

It has Indeed been objeCted, that the very great export of bullion from this 
country, abfolutely neceffary to purchafe the homeward bound inveftments, 
is, in faCV, a national difadvantage, which the accompanying exports of our 
manufactures by no means indemnify. This unfavourable reprefentation of the 
China commerce, has, I muft own, too much foundation. But it is well known 
to have undergone a very confiderable change in the very point on which thofe 
who are difpofed to condemn it, reft their ohjeCtions. The exports of bullion 
liave been for fome years, and are now in a gradual ftate of decreafe, 
while the exports of Britiih manufactures are in a proportionable ftate of aug- 
mentation : and if we add, which furcly may be done upon the moft fatisfaCtory 
grounds, the new arrangements in trade of the Canadian and Hudfon’s Bay furs, 
and the added commerce of thofe of the North Weft Coaft of America, we 
are juftified in expeCting, from the wife adminiftration of the prefent Eaft ladia 
Company, that the period is at no great diftance when the balance of trade 
between Great Britain and China may be turned in favour of our own country. 

Of our exports to that part of the Eaft, broad cloths have encreafed in a 
very extraordinary proportion, and the Company now fend thither a very large 
fum in that ftaple article. In 1789, feveral thoufand bales were exported 
by them. The fur merchants who come down from the Northern pro- 
vinces of China, take off great quantities of this cloth, and it is in an encreafing 
demand in every piirt of that vaft empire. Camlets, fhalloons, long ells, 
&c. with the coarfer woollens, have alfo very confiderably encreafed as ar- 
ticles of China trade. Copper may be alfo added to the augmenting exports 
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from tUs country to the fame quarter of the globe. The manner in which 
Company have it manufafi:ured, in fmall bars, gives it an advantageous re* 
fcmblance to the Japan copper. 

Of this very valuable metal Cornwall produces the fineft in Europe ; and 
as the Dutch have not lately imported any from Japan, on account of its 
advanced price, the Eaft India Company have the fame profpe^l of encrcafing 
gain from copper as from tin, as they arc able to underfell the japanefe in 
their own market. 

But a new and very fafhionable article of the China market Is tin, which 
will be found to be annually adding a very important proportion to the exports 
of the Eaft India Company. The country at large, and the county of Corn- 
wall in particular, arc very much indebted to Mr. George Unwin of the Royal 
Navy, for the difeovery and introdu£rion of this valuable branch of the prefent 
China trade, when he was employed in the Company’s fervice, and which may 
now be confidered as a ftapic article, from whence the Britifh jcommerce will 
derive a very fblid, and, as I truft, a lafting advantage. To that gentleman I 
am particularly Indebted for much valuable information on this fubje<ft ; and 
whatever individual or general advantage proceeds from what I may call this 
new current of trade, it is to the indefatigable and commercial zeal of Mr. Unwin 
that Great Britain owes her acknowledgements. It was, indeed, at a critical 
moment for the county of Cornwall, when this unexpe£led channel w^as opened 
for the confumption of tin. — The trade for this article was, at this time, on a 
very rapid decline ; the mining parilhes began to experience the greateft dif- 
trefs, and the demand for it in the European markets was greatly decreafed, on 
account of the late war, and the riling troubles of Europe ; fo that in the fhort 
fpace of nine months, tin became reduced one-fifth in value, which was a clear 
lofs, bcfides the attendant inconvenience and diltrels, of 40,000 per annum to 
the county of Cornwall ; nor did the future profped offer any thing like cn*. 
couragement or confolation to that refpcaabic body of men who compofe the 
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propriety of the mining eftates tn that valuable province. But the China com« 
merce has revived their hopes, and I truil will not only re-eftabliih the original 
confequence of this part of Great Britain, but give it new vigour and encrealing 
opulence. 

We feel, indeed, the grcatcft fatisfa^on, in ftating our expectations on this 
fubjcCtj^that we do not proceed merely upon conjectures, however probable, 
but on faCts, as we truft, decifivc of the returning and encrealing prolperity of 
this ancient fource of Britilh wealth. During the long period the Eaft India Com- 
pany have traded to China, the whole of their exports^ including every commercial 
article^ have not amounted to more than jf.ioo,coo, *till within the laft five 
years ; and in that time, the average exports in their (hips, in thirteen months^ 
or two feafons, from Cornwall alone, have amounted to aooo tons of tb, 
value jf. 130,000, bclides her lharc of copper. 

The accounts received from China this fealbn, arc alfo of the moft favourablo 
nature, and encourage the India Company to look tovery conlidcrable advantages 
from this branch of their exportation. The annual confumption of tin, at this 
time, in the China market, is from three to four thoufand tons, fupplied by the 
Dutch, in the country trading vcffcls and China junks from the Malay Iflands.^ 
But we truft fuch meafures may be purfued by the proprietors of the tin 
mines, united, as it were, by a commercial union with the Eaft India Company, 
that they may in time, and we hope at no very diftant period, poflefs them* 
felves of the China market for the cxclufive falc of that valuable metal, which 
has for fo many ages formed the principal wealth of their country. 

The ufes to which tin is applied in China, are of great variety among 
others, it is become an article of luperftition and religious ceremony, a cir- 
cumftance which cannot fail to create a very confiderable confumption.— The 
merchant who buys this metal, rc-fclls it to the gold-beaters, who manufadlure 
it into leaf, which they ifpofe of to the priefts, who, after the ceremonies of 
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confecration, pafle it in pieces on a kind of cartoon paper, near the iize of a 
card, and coiifign them to (hops, where they are to be bought in every part of 
the empire. — At the rifing of the fun, certain periods of the day, and the clofe 
of the evening, the Chinefc are feen making what they call cbiny chtn^ to their 
Gods or Joflcs, by burning thefe papers, and making obeifance to the Weft; 
as the devotees are more or lefs ardent, they burn a fmaller or greater quantity 
of thefe papers.^The confumption of tin, therefore, in this article alone, muft 
be very great. 

The river of Canton is fuppofed to be inhabited, if I may fo exprel's myfelf, 
by between fixty and feventy thoufand people, who live on the water, all of 
whom expend their daily quota of thefe paper offerings. The population of 
China is not within our knowledge, but if we may judge from the calculation 
juft related, and which we believe is pretty accurate, the number of inhabi- 
tants in the empire at large is fo great, that there can be but little doubt, 
if we could get an entire pofleffion of the China market, that there would be a 
ready fale for all the tin which Cornwall could furnifh for exportation. 

The Chinefe alfo poffefs the art of extrafting filver from that metal ; and not 
only employ it in the compofitlon of which they make their utenfils for culinary 
and other domeftic, as well as manufadturing purpofes, but alfo in making 
very large quantities of a white metal called Tutenage, which they export in the 
country trading veflcls to all parts of India. — It cannot, therefore, be fuppofed, 
that the Eaft India Company will not give a fpirited encouragement to the 
exports of a commodity, which by promoting the interefts of the county of 
Cornwall, and encreafing their own commercial revenues, will add to the gene- 
ral opulence of the nation. 

It is not, however, in China alone that tin, under proper regulations, will 
find an advantageous market. — Bengal will, in future, be able to take off a 
very confiderable portion, at a very good price ; the demand of that place being 
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at this time, equal to one-fourth of the annual produce of Cornwall, which 
will be difperfed through the interior parts of India ; and if the Ottoman 
commerce (hould be thrown open to us, an added and very confiderable con* 
fumption of this metal will be the certain confequence. — Even from Bengal 
and Bombay, tin has found its way into the Weftern parts of Perfia ; and 
the exportation of it might be ftill further promoted, from the communication 
we have- with that country by way of Surat. — And within thefe three years, 
Cornilh tin, which had been carried from England to Turkey, not withftanding 
the heavy duties with which it was charged in pafling through the Grand 
Seignior’s dominions, was feen felling as a favourite article of falc at an audion of 
the public caravans.— Indeed it is well-known that the greater part of the Afiatic 
nations are as well acquainted with the value of this precious commodity of 
our country as the natives of China. 

The Chinefc have ufually received their tin by the Englifh and Dutch coun- 
try (hips, and fome fmall quantities by their own junks ; and though the 
opium of Bengal leflcned the quantity of bullion which muft otherwife have 
been exported from thence to the Malayan nation, for the purchafe of this 
effential commodity ; yet ftill there remained a confiderable balance againft 
the European fettlements in this branch of their commerce. — It fhould alfo be 
obferved that the Malayans do not work their mines, but leave that important 
bufinefs, as well as the refining of the ore, to Chinefe fettlcrs among them. 

The Dutch Eaft India Company contrive, with the mercantile fagacity of 
their nation, to derive a very confiderable revenue from this article. The 
fultan of Banee, who refides at Balam-bangan, on the ifland of Sumatra, and 
is within fight of the former place, is obliged to furnilh them with fo many 
hundred tons of tin, at a low rate, which is freighted to Batavia in fmall vef- 
fels, and from thence tranfported to China in their (hips, where it meets with 
a profitable lale, and faves the lofing export of bullion. 
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Many objedlons have been raifed to the exportation of tin to China from 
certain prejudices fuppofed to be entertained by the Chinefe agaiuft the Cornifh 
tin, on account of its not being found fo malleable as that obtained from the 
Malayans. — A£luated by a mofl laudable zeal for the particular interefts of 
the county of Cornwall, as well as for the general extenfion of the Britifh 
commerce, Mr. Unwin undertook to examine into the foundation of thefe ob- 
jedtions, and accordingly made repeated experiments on the comparative excel- 
lence of the Britifh and Malayan tin ; when it appears by the certificates of 
the workmen employed, as well as the tin leaf in that gentleman’s poffcffion, 
that the produce of Cornwall is equal, if not fuperior, in every refpe^t, to that 
of the Malayans. — Of this he gave a convincing proof, by having beaten a 
pound of the former to a quantity of leaf fufficient to cover thirty-five fquare 
yards. In confequcnce of his experiments, the Eaft India Company not only 
fent out the laft feafon, feveral books of the Britifh tin-leaf, as fpecimens, to 
China and their fettlements in India, but a proper quantity of the metal itfelf, 
in order to give the utmoft encouragement in their power to the exportation 
of till from this country. 

The export of bullion has been a mofl grievous burthen on our Oriental 
commerce, and it is the firft duty of thofe who are engaged in the admini- 
flration of it, to dlminifh, and if pofTiblc, to annihilate fuch an anti-commercial 
oppreffioii. — The former might be accomplifhed, indeed, by narrowing the pre- 
fent extent of the China commerce ; — but here the remedy would be worfe 
than the difeafe ; as by leffening the importation of tea, now become almofl a 
neceffary of life among all clafTes of people in this country, it would re-open 
the door fo wifely (hut againfl the fmuggling of that article, and introduce, 
inftead of the wholefome produce of China, thofe adulterated teas which are 
equally injurious to the revenues of the country, as they are prejudicial to the 
health of its inhabitants. The latter is only to be obtained by thofe mcafures 
which will force our manufactures and produce into China and other parts of 
the Eaft ; nor have we the Icaft doubt, but that if they were once received, 
S the 
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the export of bullion thither, — that mifchief of our Oriental trade,— would, 
in a (hort time, be greatly counteradled, and perhaps entirely fupprefled. 

Thele are objeds which it will not furcly be confidered as prefumption in 
us to recommend to the ferious conlideration of the legiilature, and as we 
fhould hope, to be followed up by the aiflivc exertions of the grand commer- 
cial fpirit of this country. They would heighten the flourifhing ftate of our 
manufadures, — give added ftrength to our maritime power,— and which is 
no trifling concern, though it may not be a fubjedt of general confldcration, 
reftore profperity to the county of Cornwall, which it is not only the intereft, 
but cffential to the honour of England to maintain, as that corner of her 
territory was, as it were, the cradle of her infant commerce ; and from 
whence fhe flrft derived, at the dlftance of many ages, a commercial charadcr 
among the' nations of the world.^ 

I fhall only add, as it feems to be a link in that chain of commerce which 
it is the office of thefe pages, however imperfedly, to enforce, — that Provi- 
dence, by permitting Great Britain to make a difeovery of the Sandwich Ifles, 
feems to have intended that they fhould become a part of herfelf. — The fitu- 
ation, climate, and produce of thefe iflands, may be made to anfwer very 
important commercial purpofes ; befidcs, the inhabitants are a brave and gene- 
rous race of people, fufceptible of the higheft mental cultivation, and worthy 
of (haring, as they are already ambitious to (hare, the fate enjoyed by Briti(h 
fubjefls.— The well direfled induftry, and alfured fidelity of half a million of 
people, would ^rely add to the grandeur and profperity of the Briti(h 
Empire, 

* I (hall not enlarge further on the fubjeft of tin at this time ; but I flatter myfelf, with the affift- 
ance of Mr. Uonnilhoine, the public agent for the county of Cornwall, whofe zeal and abilities in 
the fcrvic’c of it are fo juftly acknowledged, and his friend Mr. Unwin, to whofe commercial infor- 
mation, and indefatigable attention, that county is under fuch very peculiar obligations, I (hall 
fliortly be enabled to make fomc propofals to the gentlemen of Cornwall refpcdling this valuable 
branch of commerce, whicli may not be deemed aliogcilicr unworthy their attention. 
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li tKe IirT«<»D«CTomT VoYaob, page 17, liee 3 of the note, /w ^ootbl* 80IIM. 

P^ge 164* line 13, far ui dlfeoyer, read for sa to difcorer. 

172, line 24, fir be read by. 

<73* lltM 30th July, resd tgth July. 

187* line 7. fir reafon 4\ippofe« readxteS<w toibpppre. 

20Z, line Z2, fir aa far our power, read aa far aa our power. 

305, line ai« June 8, platitude 56* ao^, read 56* z6'. 

304, line 8, fir June 10th read 9th. 

line 17, fir 105* 56*£aft longitude on the iith, read x'36"on the xoth. 

— line fir the xath read the i tth ; and/«- latitude 56^ 48' on the xath, read on the i itb, 
30$, line 18, ^the 13th, read the lath. 

306, line a, fir 14th, read tjth. 

«—• — 4 line a«, fir i6th, read 

307, line a, fir ijth^ read i6th. 

3aa, line a, the 4th of Auguft omittedf and that miftake continued to the i3Ch. 

■ "■ ■ lincQ, yi»r Tienna'a Bay* read Tianna'a Roadi. 

3a$t line tit fir 39* 19' N. read^t* ig' N. 

355, line 13# fir 19* 4' N. read 19* 41' N. 

356, line le, fir 30'' aa.', read to* at'. 


%• The Shifts latitudes md longitudes read as they were kept ly the Reckonings hut in the 
CHARTS as they were inferred ly coerrct Observatjons and the lunar method of 
fndmg the longitude at fea^ 
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VOYAGES 


TO THE 

NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA, 


In the Years 1788 and 1789, ^ c . 


CHAP. I. 

Preparations for the Tianna, a Prince of the IJland Atooi, 

and other Natives of the Sandwich Isles embark. — CharabUr ef 
Tianna.— of the CrevO of both Ships. — Slptantity of Cattle^ tec. 
embarked for the Sandwich Isles. — Departure <f the Felicb and 
IPHJOfNiA from China. 

I N the month of January 1^88, in conjundkion with fevcral British 
merchants refident in India, I purchafed and fitted out two vefiTels, 
named the Felice and the Iphigenia : the former was of 230 tons burthen, 
and the latter of 200. They were calculated, in every rcfpeft, for thdr 
dcftined voyage, being good failors, copper-bottomed, and built with 
fufficient ftrength to refift the tcmpeftuous weather fo much to be ap- 
prehended in the Northern Pacific Ocean, durmg the winter feafon. 
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1788. 

January. 


It was origmaily intended that they ihould )iavc failed from China the 
beginning of the feafon, but the difficulty of procuring a fufficient quan« 
tity of ftorcs iieceffary for the voyage, delayed the fhips till the 20th of 
this month, when they were completely equipped and ready for fea. 

One of the (hips was defined to remain out a much longer time than 
the other. It was intended, that at the clofe of the autumn of this year, 
Ihe fliould quit the coaft of America, and fteer to the Sandwich Iflands, 
for the purpofe of wintering there ; (he was then to return to America, 
in order to meet her coiifort from China, with a fupply of neceflary 
ilores and refrcfhmeiits, fufficient for the eftablilhing factories, and ex- 
tending the plan of commerce in which we had engaged. 

The crews of thefe (hips confided of Europeans and China-men, with 
a larger proportion of the former. The Chinefc were, on this occafion, 
(hipped as an experiment they have been generally edeemed an hardy,, 
andindudrious, as well as ingenious race of people ; they live on filh and 
rice, and, requiring but low wages, it was a matter alfo of oeconomical 
confideration to employ them ; and during the whole of the voyage there 
was every reafon to be fatisfied with their fervlces.— If hereafter trading 
pods diould be edabliffied on the American coad, a colony of thefe men 
would be a very important acquiiition. 

The command of the Iphigenia was given to Mr. Douglas, an 
officer of confiderable merit, who was well acquainted with the coad 
of America, and, on that account, was the mod proper perfon to be 
entruded with the charge of conduding this commercial expedition. 
The crew contained artificers of various denominations, among whom 
were Chinefc fmiths and carpenters, as well as European artizaus; 
forming, in the whole, a complement of forty men. 
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The crew of the Felice was compofed of the fame ufeful and neceffaiy 
clafTes of peoplci and amounted to fifty men this fliip was commanded 
by myfelf. 

A much greater number of Chtnefe folicited to enter into this fervice 
than could be received ; and fo far did the fpirit of enterprizc influence 
them, that thofe we were under the neceffity of refufing, gave the moft 
unequivocal marks of mortification and difappointment. — ^From the 
many who offered themfelves, fifty were fclefted, as fully fufficient for 
the purpofes of the voyage: they were, as has been already obferved, 
chiefly handicraft-men, of various kinds, with a fmall proportion of 
failors who had been ufed to the junks which navigate every part of 
the Chiiiefe feas. 

In a voyage of folong continuance, andfuch various climates, very feri- 
ous and natural apprehenfions were entertained of the inconvcnienciesand 
dangers arifing from the feurvy, that cruel fcourge of maritime life. 
Every precaution therefore that humanity or experience could fuggeft, 
was taken to prevent its approach, to leffen its violence, and effeft its 
cure : large quantities of molafles, with fufficient proportions of tea, 
fugar, and every other article that might contribute to thefe falutary 
ends, were carefully provided. Each veffcl carried near five months 
water, allowing one gallon per day for each perfon on board, a 
plentiful fupply of which being one of the moft cffeflual preventives 
of this diforder. Warm cloathing of every kind was provided for the 
crews, as well Chinefe as Europeans : In fhort, every thing was pro- 
cured that China produced, to render both velfels as complete as poffible, 
and to enfure, as far as human means could be exerted, fuccefs to the 
voyage, and comfort to every denomination of people who were employed 
in it. 
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Among other 6bjc£ts of this voyage there was oue» at Icaft, of the 
mod difintcrefled nature, and the pureft fatisfadlion ; and that was to 
take back, to their refpe^live homes, thofe people who had been brought 
from America and the Sandwich Iflands. A certain number of cattle 
And other ufcful animals were purchafed and taken on board, for the 
purpofe of being put on fliore at thofe places where they might add to 
the comfort of the inhabitants, or promife to fupply the future naviga- 
tor, of our own, or any others country, with die neceflary rcfrelh- 
ments. 

In fulfilling this pleafing duty to thefe children of nature, whom a 
curious fpirit and an unfufpcifting. charader had led to fuch a dlftance 
from their native country, a very marked attention was paid to Tianna, 
a prince of the ifland of Atooi, a chief of illuftrious birth and high 
rank, who, in the year 1787, was carried by me to China, and who 
now afforded us the pleafure of reftoring him to his country and his 
kindred, with a mind enlarged by the new fccnes and pidures of life 
which he had beheld, and in the poffeflion of various articles of uleful 
application, or comparative magnificence, which would render him the 
riched inhabitant of his native iflands. 

Mr. Cox, a commercial gentleman refident in China, was among thofe 
whom Tianna regarded with that warm efteem which repeated kindnefs^ 
never fails to excite in a grateful mind : and it would not be doing juftice 
to this amiable Indian, if be were not reprefented as poffe fling many of 
thofe fentimeuts which do honour to the mod cultivated underflanding. 
Mr.Cox not only manifefted agencral intcreft in the honour and happinefs 
of Tianna’s future life, by the generous confignment of a confiderable 
quantity of live cattle and other animals to the ifland of Atooi, but, with 
tljc moft attentive humanity, delired even to indulge his unrefleding 
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fancy, by appropriating, a fum of money to be expended as his own 
untutored choice or wayward preference ihould dlre^. This kind ar- 
rangement was, however, neceffarily let afide; and the imperfed judg- 
ment of the chief fupplied by the better fuggeftions of his European 
friends ; who directed the expenditure of the allotted fum, to procure him 
thofe comforts and advantages which might lull during his life, and tend 
to the irnprovemeut of his nation, inllead of gratifying the momentary 
whim for thofe objects, which he himfclf might, at a future period, 
perhaps, learn to defpife. 

The time that could be fpared from the equipment of the Ihips, was. 
In a great meafure, dedicated to this amiable chief, who was with diffi- 
culty made to conceive the information that he was fo foon to embark for 
his own iflands ; from whence, all the wonders of the new world to 
which he had been introduced, were not fufficient to feparate his affee* 
tions. The love of his country, a principle which feems to be inherent 
in the human mind, in every Hate, and under every clime, operated 
forcibly upon him. — Thofe domeftic affedions which are the fupport of 
all fociety, as well as the univerfal fource of hapt)iners ; and that pa- 
rental fenfibility which, in a greater or lefs degree, influences all ani- 
mated nature, from the higher order of man to the inferior clafles of 
the animal world, did not lofe their energies in the breaft of Tianna. 
His refled ion had often fickened at the tliought of his family and hia 
country ; and the gaze of his aftonilhment frequently yielded to the in- 
trufive gloom of painful thought ; — while the fame hour has often fcca 
him fmilc with delight at the novelties which he beheld around him, 
and weep, with bitter lamentations, the far dearer objeds he had left be- 
hind, when he refleded that he might behold them no more. 

When, therefore, he was aflured of his approaching return to Atooi,— 
the idea that he ihould again embrace the wife whom he loved, and the 
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1788. child on whom he doted, with all the added confequence which would 
Iavva&t accompany him, from the knowledge he had acquired, the wealth he pof- 
fefled, and the benefits he (hould communicate to the place of his nativity, 
produced thofe tranfports which fenfible minds may conceive, but which 
language is unable to deferibe. 

To give a minute defeription of his conduft, behaviour, and fenti- 
ments, on his- arrival at Canton, might be confidercd as an unavailing 
digreflion, unworthy of that curiofity which it is the office of this vo- 
lume to gratify. — It may not, however, be improper to obferve, that he 
difeovered a mind poflefled of thofe capacities which education might 
have nurtured into intellectual fuperiority, and endued with thofe fenfi- 
bilities which forbid enlightened reafon from applying the name of 
favage to any human being, of any colour or country, who poflefles 
them. 

When he firll: beheld the fhips at Wampoa, his aftonifliment poflefled 
an a^ivity which baffles defeription, and he emphatically called them 
the iflands of Britannee ; but when he had furveyed their internal arrange- 
ment, with all the various apparatus they contained, the immediate 
impreflions they occafioned on his mind were thofe of dejeCtion ; he 
hung his head in filence, and fhed an involuntary tear, as it appeared, 
over what he conceived to be his own inferior nature. — But the fame 
fpirit which urged him to quit his native country, in order to return 
with knowledge that might inftruft, and arts that might improve it, 
foon aroufed him into an adive and rational curiofity.— Indeed he very 
(hortly manifefted no common degree of intellectual exertion, by diferi- 
minating, as occafion offered, between the people of the fcveral Euro- 
pean nations, whom he daily faw, and thofe of England, whom he 
always called the men of Britaanee , — The natives of China he confidercd 
with a degree of difguft which bordered on extreme avcrfion their 

bald 



NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA, 


bald heads, diftended nofbrils, aiid unmeaning features, had raifed in his 
mind the ftrongeft fenfations of contempt Indeed it might.be owu^ to 
the addition which the natural dignity of his perfon may be fuppofed to 
receive from fuch a prevailing fentiment, whenever he found himfclf 
amongft them, that the Chinefe appeared to regard him with awe, and 
that, wherever he turned, the timid crowd never failed to open to 
him a ready paffage, 

Tianna was about thirty- two years of age ; he was near fix feet five 
inches in ftature, and the mufcular form of his limbs was of an Herculean 
appearance. His carriage was replete with dignity, and having lived in 
the habits of receiving the refped due to fuperior rank in his own coun- 
try, he pofleffed an air of diftindion, which we will not fuppofe could 
fufFer any diminution from his ohfervation of European maimers. He 
wore the drefs of Europe with the habitual cafe of its inhabitants, and 
had not only learned the ufe and arrangement of its various articles, 
but applied his knowledge to the uniform and mod minute pradice of 
perfonal cleanlinefs and decorum. The natural habits of his mind, 
however, occafionally recurred, and the chlldifli fancy of his native 
ftate would fometimes intrude upon and interrupt the progrefs of his 
improvement. He could not be taught to underftand the value of our 
current coin, and when he wanted any thing that was to be purchafed 
by it, he would innocently afk for iron ; which being the mofl valuable 
metal in his eyes, was naturally confidered by him as the medium of 
barter among other nations. 

To return Tianna to his native Ifland, operated very powerfully ui 
forming the arrangements of the voyage before us: — his original defign 
and inclination was to proceed to England ; and Captain Churchill, of the 
Walpole Eaft Indiaman, offered, in the kindeft manner, to take him 
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1 788. tinder his prote£lion, nor could he have found a better protedor ; but 
jAKUAHT. to confign him to another’s care, and to fend him to a country from 
whence there might be no future opportunity of returning to his own, 
•was a bufinefs that his friends could not reconcile to their feelings. 
The permitting him to leave Atooi, was confidered as an unreflecting 
a£t; and it was now determined that Tianna Should return thither, if 
not, in reality, happier than before, at leaft poflefled of treafures beyond 
any pofTilJe expectation of his unexperienced mind. But of all the 
various articles which formed his prefent wealth, his fancy was the 
moft delighted with a portrait of himfelf, painted by Spoilum, the cele- 
brated artift of China, and perhaps the only one in his line, throughout 
that extenfive empire. The painter had, indeed, moft faithfully repre- 
fented the lineaments of his countenance, but found the graceful figure 
of the chief beyond the powers of his genius. The furprife that 
Tianna exprefled, as the work proceeded, was various and extreme, and 
feemed to follow with continual change eveicy added ftroke of the 
pencil. When this painting was prefented to him, he received it with a 
degree of folemnity that ftruck all who beheld it ; and then, in a ftate 
of agitation in which he had never been feen by us, he mentioned the 
cataftrophe which deprived the world of Captain Cook. He now, for 
the firfl time, informed us that a fierce war had been waged through- 
out the Iflands, on account of a painting, which he called a portrait of 
that great man, and which had been left with one of their moft potent 
chiefs. This picture, he added, was held facred amongft them, and 
the rcfpcift they paid to it was confidered by them as the only retribu- 
tion they could make for their unfortunate deftruftion of its original. 

. It may not, perhaps, be thought improper, if a fhort digreflion is 
made in this place, in order to ftatc, that during our former ftay* ** 

* Some account of this voyage is given in the Introduction. 


among 



NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA. 


smoi^ thcfe iflanders we had every opportunity of climating their 
feelings with rcfpc^ to the lamented fate of Captain Cook, and we have 
every reafon to believe that thefe diftant inhabitants of the watery 
wafte, accompanied with lincere forrow, the regret of Europe. The 
numbers of them which furrounded the Ihip, with a view to obtain per- 
miflion to go to Britannee^ to the friends of their beloved Cook, are 
incredible. They wept and folicited with an ardour that conquered 
every previous averfion. Prefents were poured in upon us from the 
chiefs, who were prevented by the multitude from approaching the 
vcffel, and the clamorous cry of Britannee^ Britannee^ was for a long 
time vociferated from every part, and without ceafing : nor can their 
filent grief be deferibed, when it was made known among them, that 
Tianna, a prince of Atooi, was the only one feleded to the envied 
honour of failing with us. 

Previous to our departure, Taheo, the king of that i(l and, paid us a 
vifit, accompanied by all his chiefs. As they believed that the com- 
manders of every European (hip, who had touched at their iflands, fincc 
the death of Captain Cook, were the fons of that illuftrious navigator, 
they, in the moft affecting manner, deplored that event; and while 
each of them was felicitous to affert his own innocence, they united 
in reprefenting the paflions that had urged them to commit the fatal 
deed — which would be a fubjeft of their eternal contrition — as a punifh- 
ment inflided on them by their gods. After thefe, and many fimilar 
declarations, they renewed their offers of friendlhip to Britannee^ and 
departed ; nor have we the lead doubt but that future navigators, who 
may chance to flop at the(e iflands, will find there a fecure and wel- 
come afylum. 

The other natives of the Sandwich Iflcs and America, who were re- 
ceived on board, had been brought to China, by different Ihips, rather 
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Sunday 21 


as objeds of curiofity, than from the better motive of inftruftion to 
them, or advantage to commerce: — they conhfted of a woman of the 
ifland of Owyhee, named Winee, who was in a bad and declining ftate 
of health ; a ftout man and boy from the ifland of Mowee, and a native 
of King George’s Sound ; the barbarous nature of whofc inhabitants 
rendered it an ufelefs experiment to accompany him with any of thofc 
advantages provided for the others. 

On board of each fhip were embarked fix cows and three bulls, four 
bull and cow calves, a number of goats, turkies, and rabbits, with fe- 
veral pair of pigeons, and other ftock in great abundance. Unfortu- 
nately it was not in our power, at this time, to procure (heep ; but fe- 
veral lime and orange-trees were purchafed and deftined for Atooi, as 
Taheo, the fovereign of that ifland, pofTcfled all the power neceflary to 
protect fuch valuable property. Had we been fo fortunate as to have 
landed all the cargo prepared for the Sandwich Iflands, they would have 
become the moft eligible places for refrefliment in the whole extent of 
the Northern Pacific Ocean. If, however, the American commerce 
fliould be purfued, very confiderable advantages will be found to refult 
even from that part of our defign which was compleated. 

On the evening of the iid of January, • both flilps weighed from 
the Typa to proceed to fea ; but it falling calm Ihortly after, and the 
tide of flood fetting againfl: us, the fignal was made for anchoring, 
which was accordingly performed in the roads, in fix fathoms, over a 
muddy bottom. The Iphigenia being in a ftrongcr part of the tide, was 
driven farther up the roads, and anchored about two miles aftern of 
us. We here found riding, the Argylefhire, a large country fhip, of 
between fiac and feven hundred tons, bound to Bengal : — flie was after- 
wards nnfortunately lofl: in her pal%e from Bengal to China, and every 
foul on board fuppofed to have pcriflied. 
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The Iphioenia Springs her Foremafl, — Pajfage to the Philippines. along 
the Coafi of Luconia. — Pafs Coat Ifiand^ the Ifes of Luhan, JJland of 
Mindoro and the Calamines. — Scurvy breaks oat on Board the Iphigenia. — 
Pafs the IJland of Panay. — Mutinous Condu5i of the Crew on board the 
Felice, &c. 


A bout nine o’clock in the evening, an air of wind fp rung up -^ndayaa. 

from the South Eaft, which, though directly againft us, deter- 
mined us to put to fea; and the fignal was made to the Iphigenia to 
weigh. — By ten o’clock both fhips were under fail, the wind light and 
variable from the fouthward. — We continued {landing to the Grand La* 
drone until midnight, when it became extremely foggy, which occa- 
fioned us to (horteii fail for the Iphigenia, which was confiderably aftern. 

The foundings were regular, from four to (ix fathoms, over a muddy 
bottom. — We now loft fight of the Argylelhire, who alfo weighed and 
proceeded to the South Weft. 

The morning of the 23d was extremely foggy ; and in the night we had Monday 13. 
loft fight of the Iphigenia. — The wind now veered to the Eaft North 
Eaft, and began to frcftien up ; on which a fignal was made with two 
guns to the Iphigenia, to get the larboard tacks on board, and ftand to 
the South Eaft.— At noon the fog cleared away, when the Iphigenia was 
perceived about a league to leeward of us,— During the night we kept 
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17OT. firing guns, and beating the gongs* ^ in order that flic might judge of 
jAirwAiT. fituation. By obfcrvatlon, our latitude was ao® 54' North, and 
longitude 1 14® 24' Eaft ; the South Weftern part of the Prata (hoal bore 
in the dircdtion of South, 73® Eaft, diftant 40 leagues ; Cape Bolinou, 
South, 50® Eaft, diftant 419 miles. 

As it was our intention to make the coaft of Luconia well to wind- 
ward, we refolved to keep as much as poffible to the Eaftward, being 
apprehenfive of experiencing fouthcrly currents at this fcafon of the 
year.— We preferred makmg the coaft of Luconia to that of Mindoro, or 
the Calamines, the coaft of the latter being furrounded with numerous 
fhoals, rocks, and fragments of iflets, which render the navigation ex- 
tremely dangerous, and require the greateft precaution in failing through 
fuch an extenfive Archipelago.— The charts of thefe fcas, by Mr. Dal» 
rymple, moft certainly pofTefs a great degree of accuracy, but are, as we 
fuppofc, nccelTarily formed on fuch a confined fcale, and marked with fuch 
extreme delicacy, as to leflen their intended utility for the common pur- 
pofes of navigation. — By adhering to this track we hoped to experience Icfs 
boifterous weather, from being flieltcred, in fome mcafure, by the coaft 
of Luconia, and at the fame time to ftcer clear of many dangerous 
fhoals, which lie at fome diftance from its coaft, and are, indeed, fcattered 
throughout thefe feas, 

Wednefdayij The coutfc was Continued to the South Eaft, till the 25th ; the 
weather gloomy and unpleafant; the wind blowing ftcadily from the 
Eaft North Eaft, and North Eaft by Eaft, with a very heavy fea. The 
latitude, at noon, was 18® North; the longitude 117® 1' Eaft. The 

South 

* A China gdng refembles, In fome degree, the form of a fieve ; and ii made of a mixture 
of meuls. The China junks ufe them as bells ; and, when they are ftnick with a wooden 
mallet, produce a deep, ibnoroui noife. 
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South Maroona (hoal bcarmg North 61" Eaft, dlftance 49 leagues ; Cape 
Bolinou 62*’ Eaft, diftant ^7 leagues. 

The Iphlgenia proved but an heavy faller, when compared with the 
Felice, fo that we were continually obliged to fhorten fail on her ac- 
count; an inconvenience which we determined to get rid of, by feparating 
company from her, and making the beft of our way, as foon as we had 
got clear of the Sooloo Sea. 

In the evening we fpoke with the Iphigenia, when Captain Douglas 
informed us that the ftiip had fprung a leak in the late bad weather, 
above the copper, which obliged him to keep one pump going, but that 
he hoped to ftop it the firft favourable moment.— This accident occafioncd 
no incoiifiderable degree of uneafinefs.— Circumftances of this kind have 
a very unpleafant tendency to diftieartcn fcamcn, who, with all their 
hardy courage, arc very fubjeft to be influenced by fupcrftitious omens 
of the moft trifling and ridiculous nature ; and which, if they ftiould 
happen in the beginning of a voyage, will frequently operate upon their 
mmds and conduct through the moft lengthened courfe of it. 

Our China crew were all extremely affeaed by fea-ficknefs, which was 
a verydifcouragingcircumftance; and the exceflive rolling and tumbling 
of the fhip, caufed the cattle to droop; indeed, from the apparent 
impoflibility of preferving them all, during fuch a long voyage,— from the 
want of proper food, and as there were a greater quantity on board than 
were ncceffary to ftock the iflands to which they were deftined,— it was 
thought proper to kill them all but two cows and a bull, and one bull 
and one cow calf, who might, we hoped, become enured to the voyage^ 
and be preferved to their deftinatiou. Acc6rdmgly two of them were 

kilkd,. 


1788. 

JilllUAKY* 



14 


VOYAGES TO THE 


17S8. 

Ianuaky, 


killed, and fre(h meat ferved to the crew, with barley, which made them 
comfortable melTes. 

During the evening it blew very ftrong indeed, with an heavy fea. — 
We continued {landing to the South Eaft, in the hope of being able to 
weather the North Maroona flioal ; the poficion of which, according to 
Mr. Dalrymple, is extremely doubtful ;*-we therefore kept the bcfl look- 
out in our power. 

At five o’clock we were alarmed, by perceiving that the-Iphigenla 
fpread abroad the fignal of diftrefs, which denoted, at the fame time, 
that fhe was not In want of immediate afhftancc: we however inftantly 
bore up and fpoke to her ; when Captain Douglas informed us that his 
fore mail was fo dangcroufly fprung, tliat fome method mufl be immedi- 
atelv taken to fecure it ; but the fea ran fo high, and it blew at the 
fame time fo llrong, that we were prevented from affording any affiflance 
whatever; wc fhoitened fall, however, immediately; and h-fore night 
t.he J[)higenia had her fore-top-raafl and top-gallant-maft on deck, and 
her forcmal'l entirely flrippcd. 

It was now abfolutely ncceffary for us to keep under what poffible fall 
we could ; and as the Iphigenia was able to keep abroad her main-topfail, 
main-fail, and mlzen, to give thefe fails their proper effedl during the 
night, we kept two points fiom the wind, under an eafy fall, giving up 
all hopes of weathering the North Maroona, and being doubtful even 
of keeping our wind futiicient to weather the South Maroona, which is 
deferibed as extremely dangerous, and whofe fituation is as uncertain as 
that of the Northern fhoal of the fame name. — It blew very hard during 
the night, with a heavy fea ; the Iphigenia appearing to labour ex- 
ceedingly. 
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This was, indeed, a very unfortunate event ; the weather we had to 
encounter was very much to be dreaded, and the crippled ftate of the 
Iphigenia’s maft greatly increafed our apprehenfions ; as, in cafe it fliould 
meet with any further injury, there was no friendly port nearer to us 
than Batavia, where we Ihould be able to replace it» Our fituation, 
driven as we were about thofe Teas, and furrounded by dangerous (hoals, 
was truly dhlrefling and alarming. — It was impofTible for us to make 
the land, as we might be thrown into a fituation which would cncreafe 
the danger of the Iphigenia ; and as to leaving her in fo diftreffed a con- 
dition, fuch a defign did not occur to us for a moment; befides, we 
were not without apprehenfions of being driven too far to the Southward, 
which would render it impoffible for us to get hold of the coaft of Luco- 
nia, Mindoro or the Calamines, and under fuch circumftances, inftead 
of making the pafTage of the Sooloo Sea, we fhould have been obliged to 
take our courfe through the Straits of Sunda, and reach the Northern 
Pacific Ocean by the Straits of Macafler, of which, after all, we were 
rather doubtful ; or, by doubling the South Eaflern extremity of New 
Holland, if we fhould give up the paflageof the Endeavour's Straits— It 
is very eafy to conceive the uneafinefs we fufFered from the bare profpeft 
of fuch a circuitous navigation. 

The weather did not moderate until the twenty-fixth at noon : the 
latitude was then 17° 3^ North, and the longitude 1 18° Eaft. The 
Sputh Weftern end of the North Maroona bore in the direflion of South 
Eaft, diftant thirty leagues. We kept ftanding towards it during the 
night under fuch fail as the Iphigenia could fpread, and we very much 
wifl'.ed to have lent a boat on board her : but, on a fudden, the weather 
became as temped uous as ever, fo that we could neither fend carpenters 
or plank to her alfi fiance.— A flage had been eredled round her mafl head, 
but a great hollow fea increafed our alarms for her fituation. 
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1788. This day, another of the cattle was killed for the crew; Indeed, the 
Januar\. cxceffive tumbling and rolling of the Ihips made us defpair of faving any 
of them ; two of the fineft goats having already been crufhed by a fuddcn 
roll of the (hip. — During the night it blew extremely hard, with a great 
hollow fea. — We kept fleering to the South Eafl, frequently bringing 
too for the Iphigenia, fhe being under fuch fmall fail. 

Friday J7 This Unfavourable Weather continued till the 27th, at noon. The 
latitude was 16° 20' North, and longitude 119° 12^ Eafl. The obfer- 
vation, however, was but of little dependence, from the variety of cur- 
rents which we experienced. The wind had veered to the Northward ; 
and we hauled up Eafl South Eafl, proportioning our fail to that of the 
Jphigenla. It was, indeed, apprehended, that an Eaflerly current had 
fetus to the Weflward, as our latitude was 16° 20' North, without 
feeing any thing of the fhoal. As we could not fuppofe it pofTible that 
we fhould be to the Eaftward of the Maroona, we were under the ne- 
cefTity of hauling to the Eafl, as much as the running of a very high fea 
w^ould permit. 

In the evening we fpoke with Captain Douglas, who informed us that 
the head of his foremafl was entirely rotten, and that it was with great 
difficulty the carpenters could proceed in their attempts to fecure it from 
the high, rolling fea — ^Before night, however, we had the fatisfadlion of 
feeing the Iphigenla’s fore-top over head, and her lower rigging fet up; 
fo that our fears of being driven to the fouthward of Mindoro, in fome 
meafure, fubfided. 

It was, however, determined, that, from the great extent of feas we 
had to crofs, the rifk would be too great for the Iphigenia, in her prefent 
fhte, to attempt fuch a paffage without having her mail well fecured; or, 
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if condemned, to be replaced by another.— It was therefore refolved to 
call a furvey of the carpenters on it, the firft favourable moment ; and it 
was abfolutely iiecefTary to fix immediately on fome place where the 
repairs that Ihould be found requifite could be accomplifhed. The Spanifli 
fcttlement of Samboingan, on the Southern extremity of Magindanao was 
confidered as the beft place for our purpofc; and though we had fcarcely 
ever heard of it, and the hofpltality of the Spaniards was always to be 
doubted, our necefiity obliged us to fuch- a determination, rather than 
proceed to Batavia, or encounter the coaft of New Holland. 

This evening, we pafiTed great quantities of rock-weed and drift-wood, 
which made us apprehenfive of falling in with the flioals. 

In the morning, the ifland of Luconia was difeerned from the maft- 
head, bearing from Eaft North Eafl, to Eaft South Eaft, diftant i z or 
14 leagues, and bore an high and mountainous appearance. As we clofed 
in with the land, the weather became moderate and fine, and the fca 
entirely fubfided. The Iphigenia had got up her fore top-maft. At 
noon the obferved latitude was 16° 16' North; fo that, during the laft 
twenty-four hours, we had experienced a ftrong Northerly current. 

Nothing can inore flrongly prove the danger of navigating the China 
fcas, than the variety of contrary currents which we experienced in fo 
fhort a time : — During the greater part qf the North Eaft Monfoon, it 
has been generally obferved, that a Northerly current fets along the 
coaft of Luconia, as far as Cape Bolinou : there the great body of water 
riiftiing through the ftraits which form the paffage between Formofa, 
this Ifland, and the Babuyanes, checks this current, and turns it into the 
China Sea, where it receives a Southerly diredion, at the diftance of 15 
or 20 leagues from the coaft of Luconia. 
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The currents, at all periods of the North Eaft Monfoon, run Wrongly 
to the Southward in thofe fcas, excepting near Luconia ; but the flreams 
of them acquire greater force at the diflance of 30 or 40 leagues from 
the (bores of this ifland, than they do off the coaft of China : this circum- 
ftance may be occafioned by the jundion of the waters pafTing through 
the ftraits of Luconia, and thofe between China and Formofa. Ships 
bound for China, which arc late in the feafon, might avail themfelves 
ofthefo currents to reach Cape Bolinou, when an eafy and pretty fccure 
paflage is open to Canton. Indeed, bordering on the coaft of Luconia may 
be attended with great advantages; for, independent of this Northerly 
current, fine weather is generally experienced. At times, variable winds ; 
—in the very height of the North Eafl: Monfoon, it has fometimes been 
known to blow a fmart gale from the South Weft. 

As our apprehenfions had continued to increafe of being drifted to 
the fouthward, the fatisfaflion wc felt at thus getting in with the land 

may be cafily conceived. Towards the evening of this day it fell 

calm; but, about nine o’clock, a frefti breeze fprungup from the South 
Weft, which made us ftaiid on our tacks, for the night, on and off 
fhore ; w'here we faw feveral fires, which remained burning during the 
greater part of the night. Our diftance w'as between fix and feven 
leagues. 

In the morning, the land bore from North North Eaft, to South 
South Eaft, our diftance being about fix leagues: — it appeared very 
mountainous, and was covered with wood, except in fome detached 
places, on the declivity of the mountains. Vaft columns of fmoke 
afeended from the interior heights, which denoted population. The 
latitude at noon was 15® 52' North. During the evening and the night. 
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we continued (landing to tlie land, but could find no roundings with an 
hundred and fifty fathoms of line. 

The land extended from North by Eaft, to North Ead by Eail, didant 
about fix leagues; at which didance we kept deerlng along the (hore to 
the Southward and Eadward ; the latitude was 15® 19' North, by ob- 
fervation. The weather was extremely moderate, and pleafant under 
the land, the Tea remarkably fmooth, and a continuation of high, moun- 
tainous country, covered with wood, prcfented itfelf to our view. 

At night, it blew a fredi breeze from theWedward ; and we dood to 
the South by Eat, to make Goat Iflaiid, keeping a good look out for 
fome (hoals that arc faid to lie to the Northward of the ifland. 

In the morning, about eight o’clock, Goat Ifland was lecn, bearing 
North Ead by North, about the dldance of fix leagues ; the coad of 
Luconia bearing, at this time, from North by Wed to South Ead, at the 
dldance of 14 leagues. From an obfervation made at noon, the latitude 
was 13° 45' North. 

Goat Ifland appeared of a moderate height, and to be well wooded^ 
but without any figii of inhabitants. The Luban Iflands were perfedl 
mountains covered with woods : — The SpanKh charts, indeed, reprefent 
the Lubans as connefled by (hoals with Goat Ifland ; but we could not 
perceive any broken water, or procure foundings with one hundred and 
fifty fathoms of line. 

We took the opportunity of the favourable weather we now enjoyed 
to put the (hips in a date of defence. The guns were accordingly 
mounted, a fufficient quantity of powder and ammunition was filled, 
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1788. anJ every other iiccefTciry preparation made, as thofe feas are infefted 
j^.LARi. numerous bands of pirates. Two very fine (hips had lately been 

taken by them. One of them was the May, of 300 tons, and mounting 
twenty guns, and had been on a trading voyage from Bengal to the coaft 
of Borneo. General intelligence was received from the Malays of her 
being deftroyed, but not a Tingle perfoii efcaped to relate the particulars. 
Several other (hips have very narrowly efenped deftrudlon ; indeed, 
Tcarce a year palTcs away, but Tome cataflrophe of this kind happens. 
The proas from Magindanao and Sooloo iflhc forth infuch Twarms, that 
it becomes dangerous for a weak (liip to fail thofe feas. Thefe proas arc 
manned with an hundred, and fometimes an hundred and fifty men, 
well armed, and generally mounting pieces of cannon of fix or twelve 
pounders. As foon as a (liip is captured by them, a carnage enfues, — 
and the unhappy few whofurvive it are carried Into irredeemable (lavery. 
Thefe people cruife in fleets of thirty or forty of thefe proas ; nay, fome- 
times an hundred of them have been perceived in company ; and though 
we did not very much apprehend that they would venture to attack two 
fhlps, it would have been an unpardonable negligence if we had not pre- 
pared ourfelvcs for whatever might happen, We availed ourfelvcs alfo 
of the prefent favourable opportuinty to furvey the mafts of the Iphi- 
genia, and deliver her fucli ftores and other articles as wc knew that (lie 
wanted, to put her in a refpc 61 able flate of defence. We therefore fent 
on board her two additional pieces of cannon with a requifite proportion 
of powder, ball, and other ammunition ; and in return received a quan- 
tity of coals for the forges, and feveral other iieceflary articles. 

Additional reafons continually arofe why the (I'lips (liould feparate on 
the firft opportunity after we had cleared thefe dangerous Teas. But, if 
even there had been no other, the Felice, by keeping company with the 
Iphigenia, who was at beft inferior in point of failing, would have been 

very 
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very much impeded in her voyage ; and it was become neceflary to make 1788. 
every poffible exertion to fave our feafon on the coaft of America. 

In the evening the carpenters returned from thelphigenia, and reported 
the maft to be, in every refpeift, unequal to the voyage ; they even 
doubted whether it would carry her to Samboingan. The head was 
quite rotten and fupported by the cheekfe : good fiflies, however, were 
put on and fecurely woolded. 

At funfet the Ifland of Mindoro was feen bearing South Eafl: by Enfl, 
diflant 10 leagues. The wind blew very ftrong from the Eaft, and it 
came down in violent puffs from the high mountains of Luban : during 
the night a prefs of fail was carried to reach under the fliore of Mindoro. 

The wind blew invariably from tlie Eaft, fo that we became apprehen- 
five of being entangled with the iflands called the Calamines, which are 
not only in great number, but extremely dangerous. The top fiiils were 
reefed, and as much fail as we could well keep abroad was carried, wdiich 
brought us happily under Mindoro about midnight. It foon after became 
fqually, and as it would have been very hazardous in a dark night, and 
on an unknown coafl, to run, the fgnal was made to the Iphlgenla to 
heave to with her head off fhore ; we immediately did the fame ; but fhe 
had ftretched a^icad out of fight, though ihc anfwcrcd our fignnl. — 

During the night it blew very hard, and we were continually founding, 
but could find no ground with an hundred fathoms of line. The inha- 
bitants not only kcjit numerous and conAant fires along the (bores, hut 
had even lighted them on the very fuinmits of the mountains. 


At day break we occupied much the f\me fituation as when we hove 
to in the night. The Iphigenia . was near four leagues a»head, but we 
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1788. made fail and joined her by noon. Our latitude was 12^59' North: 

I'EBiuAiY. iflaiid of Mindoro bore South Eaft by haft, — diftant fix leagues. 

The ifland of Mindoro at fun fet, bore from North by Eaft half Eaft, 
to South Eaft by Eaft, half Eaft; our diftance from the Ihore about fix 
leagues. In the night it was, as ufual, very tempeftuous, and we ex- 
perienced a very ftroiig current againft us, which cauftd fuch a coiifufed 
fca, that we were apprehcnfive for our mall'- and yards. Eaily in the 
evening we had ftiortened fall, and kept a good look out for the fhoals 
that lie between Mindoro and the Calamines. In order to clear them, 
we hauled clofe under the fliore of the former ifland ; the channel be- 
tween Mindoro and thofe ftioals being reprefented as three leagues wide. 
The fires appeared to be more numerous on the declivity of the moun- 
tains, and were kept burning all night. 

ihurfdaya. At nine o’clock in the morning we perceived the Calamine Iflands, 
bearing South Weft to South Eaft, diftant fixtccn or feventeen leagues. 
The weather had alfo taken a favourable turn ; it was become moderate 
and pleafant, and we congratulated ourfelves very much on entering this 
channel ; as the ftrong Eafterly winds might have blown us to the 
Southward aiidWeftward of the Calamines, which would have obliged 
us to have bore up along the coaft of Palawan, and made our entrance 
again into the Sooloo Sea very precarious at this feafon of the year. We 
now found the advantage of keeping the Ihores of the Philippines on 
board, whenever the winds permitted us ; but in accomplifliing this we 
experienced fome difficulty from the conftant North Eaft and Eaft 
winds, which obliged us to carry a conftant prefs of fail. 

Captain Douglas embraced this opportunity to inform us that the 
feurvy had made its appearance on board his fhip. The carpenter, 

two 
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two of the quarter-mafters, and fome of the feamen were already 111, — 
others difcovered fymptoms which were truly alarming, — their legs 
fwelling, and their gums becoming putrid. They were, therefore, im- 
mediately put on a diet, — fpruce beer was ordered to be conftantly 
brewed, and ferved in the room of fpirits, — feveral balkets of oranges 
were fen t on board, wliofe efficacious qualities in this dldcmper are well 
known, and -every otlier antlfcorbutic .was immediately brought into 
application, in orticr to check this early appearance of a diforder, whofe 
continuance would be attended with fuch fatal confequences. 

We very fenfibly perceived the encreafing heat of the weather. On 
leaving China, we had it piercing cold ; and now, on a fudden, we felt 
the oppofite extreme. Such a change, with the heavy dews which fell 
morning and evening, was a very unhealthy circumftance ; neverthelefs 
we were rather aflonifficd, that men who had fo lately quitted the ffiore, 
where they had a plentiful allowance of freffi- provifions and vegetables, 
and who had not tafted fait meat for many months, fhould be attacked 
with fuch violent fcorbutic fymptoms, and at fuch an early period of 
our voyage. Befides, we were extremely careful in the diftribution of 
their food; the fait provifions were always well ftceped ; rice and peas 
were boiled alternately every day ; tea and fugar were given the 
crews for breakfaft ; they had a plentiful allowance of water, and every 
poffible attention was paid to preferve clcanlinefs among them : they 
were never permitted to fleep on deck, left th.*y ftiould be affedled by 
the unwholfome dews ; and no fpirits were fuffered to be iffiued in their 
raw ftate, — a circumftance of the laft importance to all feamen. Indeed 
thefe precautions ftiould be redoubled with refpe(ft to men who have 
made frequent voyages to India, as their blood becomes, on that ac- 
count, more liable to the attacks of this moft formidable diforder. 
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We kept fleering, during the night, under the fhores of Mindoro; 
the topfails were clofe reefed, and, the weather being very fqually, we 
frequently founded, hut could find no bottom with an hundred fathoms 
of line, through within four Icagut'S of the land. 

This morning we loll fight of Mindoro, and at noon the Illand of 
Fanny was feen bearing from North Eafl by Eaft, to South End, dlf- 
tant nine leagues; the weather moderated with the wdnd from the 
North End. The latitude at noon was 12” 53' North. 

The Illand of Mindoro is of confidcrablc extent ; in fome parts it ap- 
peared to be only of a moderate licight, in others very mountainous, and 
almod everywhere covered with wood. From the numeious columns of 
fmokc which we obferved afcendlng both from the vallies and the moim' 
tains, during the day, and the fires that continued to illuminate the night, 
there is the greated reafon to fuppofe that it podefles a confidcrable de- 
gree of population. Some parts which wc were able to obferve didindl- 
ly, appeared to be truly deliglitful ; they confided of extcnfive lawns, 
clothed in the fined verdure, watered w^lth filver rivulets, and adorned wdtii 
groves of trees, fo difpofed, either by art or nature, as to form fcencs 
of rural beauty which would adorn the mod rchiicd date of European 
cultivation. 

On the following d. v we ranged up wdth the Ifland of Panay : the 
latitude at noon was 10° 36' North; our didaiice from the land four 
miles; and, which is very extraordinary, without being able to find 
foundings with eighty fathoms of line. Numerous villages appeared on 
the declivity of the hills, and the whole country formed a mod luxuri- 
ant profped. The habitations feemed to be extremely well built, and 
arranged with great regularity. The hills were verdant, and their gentle 
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flopes were varied with ftreams of water running down to the plains, 1788. 
where they flowed round, or meandered through well-cultivated plan- 
tations the whole forming pidlures of nature equal to thofe which we 
had feen on the preceding day ; and received every advantage from the 
very fine weather we now enjoyed. 

Our eyes wandered over the piclurefque and fruitful feene now before 
us, with the mofl fenfible pleafure. We were, at times, within three 
miles of the fhore, which, near the water- fide, formed a fine fandy beach 
lined with cocoa-nut trees, beneath whofe (hade we beheld the natives, 
in great numbers, enjoying a cool retreat from the Intenfe heat of the 
fun, and bufied in tlic various occupations of the day. We very mucli 
regretted that we had not time to c.ifi: anchor here, in order to have en- 
joyed fome communication with them. It may not be alfo unworthy 
of remark, that we did not difeover a fingic canoe or fi(hing-boat on that 
part of the coaft along which we palled. 

At this time a mutiny w'as difeovered on board the Felice ; which, 
liowcver, was fortunately quelled by gentle means, even befoie it had 
communicated itfelf to the whole crew. But, in order to ftamp fomc 
degree of difgrace upon the bufinefs, all the circumflances of it were 
Infcrted in the log-book of the (liip. 

And here it may not be improper to offer an opinion, that, if in long 
voyages, all the particulars of the good and bad behaviour of the crew 
were deferibed in the log-book as they arofe, fuch a regulation would 
be attended with the happieft confequences. Shame will always be found 
to operate, more or lefs, on every man, whatever his rank or employ- 
ment of life may be, who is not abfolutely abandoned ; and to fuch, the 
fevered punilhment will have no effe<fl: beyond the fmarting of the mo- 
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1788. ment. Indeed I am firmly of opinion, that many a failor, with all the 
F£BRUA»y. training of a fea life, and all the infenfibillty attributed to a Tea- 

man’s charader, would be deterred from an improper condudi:, by the 
apprehenfion of having it reglftered in the records of the (hip, when the 
temporary pain of corporal punKhment would be confidered with con- 
tempt. 

Indeed I cannot but lament the intfficacy of the marine laws to reftrain 
the unlawful behaviour of failors on board merchant (hips. It is a real 
difgrace to the firft maritime and commercial nation in the world, to 
have been fo long without an eftablKhed fyftem of regulations to pre- 
ferve the obedience of feamen in the trade fervlce, as well as that in the 
navy. How many (hips have been loft, from the licentious, ungovern- 
able condud of their crews ! and how many voyages rendered unpro- 
fitable from the fame caufe. Neverthelefs, It does not appear that any 
efforts have been made to prevent fuch a manifeft inconvenience to the 
commerce of our country. Other nations have included merchant flilps 
in the general laws eiiaded for maritime fubordination ; and it is of real 
confequence to tills country to follow fuch a falutary example, and to 
form a code of regulations that may operate to keep in a due ftate of 
dlfcipline a clafs of men who are fo neceflTary to the commerce, the 
ftrength, and the glory of the Britl(h cmpiic. 
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CHAP. III. 

Sicknefs of the Sandwich IJlanders.^Death of Ifinee ; her Character, &c . — 

DefruBhn of Cattle.— IJlands of Baftlan and Magltidanao. — the Ships anchor 
off the latter.— 'The Carpenters and Party font on Shore to cut a Majl, tie. 

of a China Man. — Spaniards fent on board to compliment the Ships. 

Both Ships moor off Fort Caldera — Behaviour of the Spanijh Gover- 
nor, &c. 

O U R friends of Owyhee had fuffered extremely during the paflage Thurfdajr 4 
acrofs the China feas. Tianna, in hisconftant attendance upon Wi- 
nce, had caught a fever, which, with the humane anxiety he felt on her 
account, confined him forfome time to his bed. The man from Nootka- 
Sound, however, poiTefling a very robuft conftitution, bore the inconve- 
niencies of the voyage with little complaint; but the poor, unfortunate 
woman juftificd our fears concerning her, that <he would never again fee- 
her friends or native land. She every day declined in llrength, and 
nothing remained for us, but to eafe the pains of her approaching dif- 
folution, which nO human power could prevent. Nor did we fail, I be- 
Ileve, in any attention that humanity could fuggeft, or that it was in our 
power to beftow. She had been for fome time a living fpeftre, and on 
the morning of the fifth of February fhe expired. At noon her body was 
committed to the deep ; nor was it thought an unbecoming aft to grace 
her remains with the formalities of that religion which opens wide its 
arms to the whole human race, of every colour, and under every clime, 
to the ravage as well as to the faint and the fage. Tianna was fo much af- 
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fe£led by the circumftance of her death, that we were for fome tlnie 
under very painful apprehenfions left his health might fuffer from the 
feelings of his humanity on this occahon ; as he poftelfed, in a very 
great degree, that delicacy of conftitution which diferiminates the 
chiefs from the vulgar people, and is peculiar to the great men of his 
country. 

Thus died Winee, a native of Owyhee, one of the Sandwich J^ands, 
who poftefied virtues that are feldom to be found in the clafs of her coun- 
trywomen to which (he belonged ; and a portion of underftandlng that 
was not to be expe£led in a rude and uncultivated mind. It may not, 
perhaps, be unlnterefting to mention the caufe of this poor girl’s de- 
parture from her friends and country, which it was her fate never to 
behold again, 

Captain Barclay, who commanded the Imperial Eagle, was one of 
thofe adventurers to the coaft of America, who made a very fuc- 
cefsful voyage. Mrs, Barclay accompanied her hufband, and lhared with 
him in the toils, the hardfliips, and viciflitudes incident to fuch long, as 
well as perilous voyages ; but by no means calculated for the frame, the 
temper, or the education of the fofter fex. This lady was fo pleafed 
with the amiable manners of poor Winee, that (he felt a defire to take 
her to Europe ; and for that purpofe took her, with the confent of her 
friends, under her own particular care and protedion. On Mrs. Bar- 
clay’s departure from China for Europe, Winee was left, as we have 
already mentioned, in a deep decline, to embark for her country, with 
the reft of the natives of the Sandwich Iflands, 

On the morning of her death, (he prefented Tinnna, as a token of 
her gratitude for his kind attentions to her, with a plate looking-glafs, 

and 
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and a bafon and bottle of the finefl: China: to thefe gifts (he alfo added 
a gown, an hoop, a petticoat, and a cap for his wife ; the reft of her 
property, coiififting of a great variety of articles, (he bequeathed to her 
family; and they were depofitcd with Tianna, to be delivered to her 
father and mother. 

Nor let faftidious pride cart a fmile of contempt on the trifles that com- 
pofed her little treafure. They were wealth to her, and would have 
given her a very flattering importance, had (he lived to have taken them 
to her native ifland. But when we confider the fufferings of her mind, 
on the reflexion that (he (hould never behold her country again ; — 
when we fee, as it were, the difappointment of an iiioffeiifivc pride 
preying on her fpirits ; — when to thefe caufes of dejedllon are added the 
pains of incurable dileafe, increafed by the tofTing of the billows, and 
the violence of tempeftuous feas, — humanity muft feel for thofe mife- 
ries which haunt every corner of the earth, — and yield a compafTionate 
tear to the unfortunate Wince ! 

The bad weather had, at this time, greatly reduced our flock of cattle, 
—there now remained of our original number, hut one bull, one cow, 
and one cow-calf all the goats, except two, had peri(hed. 

At funfet, on the fifth, we had almoft loft fight of Panay ; Point de 
NafTo, the fouthern extremity, then bore Eafl North Eaft, diflant feven 
leagues. The weather was extremely hazy, with the wind from the 
North Eafl ; and we kept fleering during the night to the fouthward 
and eaftward, under an eafy fail, for the fouthern extremity of the 
ifland of Magindanao, which we deferied on the morning of the 6th of 
February, at day-break, bearing Eafl, feven or eight leagues diflant : 
it appeared high, and very mountainous. At noon, the latitude 
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was 7'’ 22' North, and our dlftance from the land three leagues. The 
mountains jutted abruptly into the fea ; and from their fummits to the 
water’s edge, were covered with wood. We were continually founding, 
but could find no bottom with an hundred fathoms of line. 

It now became a matter for our choice, either to fleer dire(Jlly to 
Sooloo, or to the Spanlfh fettlcment of Sambolngan ; the latter, however, 
was preferred, it being thought by no means prudent to run fo far to 
leeward as the former. Befides, as it was, the continual North Eafl 
winds made us apprehenfive, that W'e fhould find it rather a difficult 
matter to weather Jelolo, or even New Guinea ; it was therefore deter- 
mined to keep the fhore ofMagindanao clofe on board, and trufl to chance 
to fupply our wants : we continued running down the ifland till fun- 
fet, the fhores being bold, and no danger to be apprehended, as we 
could procure no ground. The Weflern extremity bore South South 
Eafl five leagues ; and as we thought it rather hazardous to run during 
the night, the fignal was therefore made to heave too till morning ; 
when wc refumed our courfe, at about the diflance of a mile from the 
fhore. In the night we had experienced a Northerly current. 

At noon, the ifland of Bafilan was feen, bearing South South Wefl 
nine leagues. Our latitude was 7° 8' North. It had a very finguhr ap- 
pearance, from a great number of hills of a conical form ; one of which 
terminated its Eaflern extremity, and refembled, in fhape, the cap of a 
Chinefe Mandarin. It was a very confpicuous obje6l, being the highefl 
of this curious groupe of hills. This ifland lies near Eafl and Wefl ; and 
feveral other iflands, but of much lefs extent, appear off its Weflern 
point. 


About 
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About three in the afternoon, we opened the channel that feparates 
Bafilan from Magindanao. At half paft three, the Southern extremity of 
Magindanao was doubled; and we entered this channel, which appeared 
to be of confiderable breadth, with fcver.d fmall iflaiids in the midft of 
it. Our foundings were from twenty-five to thirty fathoms, over a 
rocky bottom. The South end of Magindanao we eftimat^ to lie in the 
latitude of 6'^ 56' North ; the fiiore was every where covered with 
wood, down to the fea. 

At half pafi: four we were moft agreeably furprifed at feeing a fmall 
ftone fort feated on the Magindanao fhore, contiguous to a ftream of run- 
ning water, and about two miles from the South point. At the fame 
time a large village was feen more to the Eaftward. Tlie enfign was 
Immediately hoifled, which very foon occafioned the Spanifh colours to 
be difplayed from the Fort, and we were now no longer in doubt tha^ 
the place was Samboingan. It was a fquare building, with Gentry boxes 
at each angle, covered with thatch, and the ramparts feemed to be 
crouded with Malayans ; but on the whole it had the appearance but of 
a very indifferent fortification. 

The tide of ebb now came ftrongly againfl: us, and the figiial was 
made for anchoring, which was accordingly done in eleven fathoms, 
over a muddy bottom, at the difiance of about two miles from the fort, 
and within a quarter of a mile from the fhore, which appeared to be 
covered with an impenetrable wood. 

The boats were immediately hoified out, and the carpenters fent to 
examine the nature of the woods. We now obferved with our glafles 
the Spanifh colours flying on another fortification adjoining to the village, 
and before which two gallies were riding at anchor. About five o’clock, 
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a fmall boat came along- fide us, with a white flag flying In her bow ; — 
fhe was rowed by four Malayans, and had on board three Spanifh Padres 
or Priefis. At firft they appeared to be extremely apprehenfive that our 
arrival foreboded fome kind of hoftillty ; but being aflured that our 
intentio!]S were peaceable and friendly, they accepted our invitation to 
come on board, and having taken fome rcfrelhment, they returned to the 
village ; after having cautioned us not to permit any of our people to 
Araggle into the woods, which were infefted with Malayans, who would 
be upon the watch to make every kind of depredation upon us. In 
confequence of this very kind and important information, orders were 
immediately dlfpatched to the Iphigenia, who had anchored about a 
mile from us, to withdraw her people from the fhore. 

The carpenter returned about fix o’clock, and made a report thatcvTrv 
l^ind of timber we wanted, might be procured. 

In tlie morning an officer, with a flrong party, was dlfpatched with 
the carpenters to cut down fome fpars for top- fall yards, and (leering 
fail-booms for the Felice ; and orders were Ifiued to the Iphigenia to 
Fnd a fimilar party to cut a tore-maft ; in the mean time, the pinnace 
was employed in founding and furveying the channel, which was found 
to contain great over-falls, from five to ten, and thirty fathoms, at a 
cad, w'ith a very rocky ground. 

About noon the carpenters returned on board, having procured a top- 
fail yard and the booms. They had alfo felled a fore-mad for the 
Iphigenia. The officer informed us of the lofs of a China-man, who 
was fuppofed to have drayed into the woods, and to have been feized 
by the Malayans. A numerous band of thefe favages, well armed 
after their faffiion, hovered about the place where the carpenters 
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were at work, and as we could not procure any intelligence of this poor 
unfortunate man, there is but too much reafon to believe that he fell 
into the hands of the natives. 

At one o’clock a large boat arrived from the governor, who refided 
at the village, to compliment us on our arrival, and to invite us to 
an entertainment which his hofpitality had prepared. The officer 
who was employed -to bring this polite invitation, confirmed the ac- 
count of the priefls refpeding the perfidious charader of the natives of 
the ifland ; and recommended, in the ftrongefl terms, that we fhould 
ufe every poffible precaution when we fent any parties on fhore. He 
alfo informed us that we might procure any neceffary timber with more 
cafe and fafety in the neighbourhood of the village, which poffeffed 
another advantage that might be of great ufe to us, — the being wafhed 
by a rivulet of very fine water. He alfo added, on the part of the 
governor, that he ffiould be happy to give us every affiftancc in his 
power. 

It was, therefore, immediately refolved that the fhips ffiould moor 
nearer to the village ; accordingly at two o’clock the tide making in our 
favour, both ffiips weighed and anchored abreaft of a large ftone fort, 
called Fort Caldera, whofe baftions were within an hundred yards of 
the fea. 

The fort was faluted with nine guns, which compliment was imme- 
diately returned. The body of the village bore North by Eaft half Eaft, 
diftant about a quarter of a mile; the extremities of Magindanao from 
Eaft North Eaft, to North North Weft; and the Ifland of Bafilan 
from South Eaft by Eaft, to South Weft by Weft, diftant about twelve 
leagues. 
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Our Reception at Samboingan. — Friendly Behaviour of the Governor ^ ^c— 
I'he Spanijh Gallies cover our Parties while cutting a Majl, — Sicknefs of 
l*ianna. — Goes on Board the Cattle, received on Board,^ 

'Fhe Governor vifits the Ships, He. — I’he Felice prepares to put to Sea,-^ 
Lofes an Anchor and departs for America, — Some Account of Magindanao, 
its Tirade, Religion, Inhabitants, and Produliions. — Afronomical Obferva^ 
tions. Anchorage, ^c, — Hhe Village of Samboingan. — Spanijh Force and 
Power. — Riches obtained by the Governor of Samboingan. — Defer iption of a 
Ball given by him, and the Manners of the People. — ISlautical Obfervations 
on the Pajfage between the China Seas and the Northern Pacific Ocean.^ 
Danger of navigating the China Seas. ^Account of the feveral Pajfages 3c- 
iween the two Oceans, with Dirediions, &c. — Pajfage between Formofa 
and the Philippines. — Bajloeeljles: — Defeription of them.. 

T he Governor of Samboingan, who was a captain in a regiment of 
infantry at Manilla, received us with the greateft polltenefs, af- 
fured us of every afhftance in his power, and fiipplled us, without heli- 
tation, with whatever rcfrertiments theifland afforded. — He was attended 
by three priefts,. two of whom were young men, but the third was rather 
of an advanced age, and had refidedon that ifland during, an uninterrupted 
courfe of -thirty years.. 


We were condu61:ed into the fort, which appeared to be in a very 
ruinous ftate, and were regaled, after the Spanifh fafliion, with fwcetmeats 

and 
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and cordials : — a very handfome repaft then fucceeded, to which the 
major of the country militia, and other officers were invited. Some of 
thefe gentlemen were natives of Manilla, and others of Magiin^anao, whofe 
complexions were fo dark as to approach very nearly to the blacknefs of 
the African. The priefts enjoyed, as well as enlivened, the hofpitalities 
of the day, and did not appear to be of opinion that they were thrown 
into that corner of the globe to pafs their time in penitence and 
prayer. 

The rivulet that flowed through the village, after waffiing the walls 
of the fort, emptied itfelf into the fca, at no great dlftance from our 
mooring, which afforded us a very convenient opportunity of watering : 
we accordingly embraced the occaflon to replace what we had expended 
of fuch an important article. 

On the loth, the governor was fo very obliging as to permit the two 
gallies, completely armed, to accompany the boats of both the fhips, that 
were employed to convoy the carpenters on ffiore, to cut another fore-maft 
for the Iphigenia in the woods, the firfi: having been found defedlive, about 
a league from the fort. About noon they got under fail, and proceeded 
with the boats, which were alfo well manned and armed. We had been 
affured that large parties of Malays were always on the watch, either to 
commit depredations on the people, or to carry off any unguarded ffraggler 
intoflavery, from whence they feldom or ever efcaped. We were there- 
fore determined to be in fuch a ffate of preparatioii as to fee u re the objedl 
of our little expedition from being materially interrupted by them. About 
nine the parties returned with a very fine flick, without having feeii the 
face of an enemy. — In the mean time the other operations were proceed- 
ing, and every preparation making for the continuance of our voyage. 

Ea 
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At this place, however, it was refolved that we fhould feparatc. 
The Iphigenia could not have been ready for fea at leaft for fome days ; 
and even that period had become an objedl of fome importance, from the 
prcfent advanced ftate of the year. The Felice was provided with every 
thing (he could want, and we therefore prepared to leave Samboingan 
without any farther delay. 

Tianna and Comekala, the man from King George’s Sound, were, 
iince the death of Winee, the only perfons of their refpedlive countries 
on board the Felice ; the reft of them were on board the Iphigenia, to 
which we now configned the amiable chief of Atooi, as her courfe com- 
prehended his native iflands. — Comekala remained with us, as the defti- 
nation of our voyage was to his own country. 

Tianna had been fo fenfibly afFe(fted by the death of Winee, as to pro- 
duce a confiderable alteration in the ftate of his health his fever con- 
tinued, and baffled all our attentions to relieve him. The fame fate that 
had feparated for ever his unfortunate countrywoman from her friends 
and native land, prefled home upon his refleflion. — He may be fuppofed 
to have felt, and fometimes, perhaps, expefted that he might hear no 
more the tender names of father or of hufband ; — that he might ftiare 
with Winee a premature grave in the bofom of the ocean. — He was 
therefore configned to the care of Captain Douglas, with the hopes that 
the remaining on ftiore till his departure, with the novelty of the feenes 
around him, might abate his diforder, and recruit his fpirits with a fuf- 
ficient degree of ftrength to bear out the remainder of the voyage. 

On the evening of this day, we received on board four fine buffaloes, 
with grafs and plantain trees for them and our other cattle : — to thefe 
were alfo added a quantity of rice, vegetables, and fruit, with feveral 
* very 
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very fine hogs ; and it was our defign to put to Tea without delay : but 
the wind fpringing up from the South Eaft, and the weather appearing 
very gloomy and unfettled, our departure was deferred to the fol- 
lowing day. 

As we had now an opportunity to make the governor fome acknow- 
ledgment for his very friendly attentions, an officer was difpatched with 
a meflage of thanks for his kindnefs to us, accompanied with an invita- 
tion to partake of a repaftthe next day on board the ffiips, which he very 
readily accepted. In return for which compliment, he requefted our 
prefence at a ball that evening ; fome account of which will be given 
when I come to mention the ftate, &c. of the ifland, and its inhabitants. 

At the time appointed, the governor made us the promifed vifit, at- 
tended by the three padres, and the major of militia ; and we exerted 
ourfelves to theutmoft in our entertainment, to manifeft a proper fenfibi- 
litytothe friendfhip he had fliewn us. The priefts enjoyed themfelveson 
board the £hip as they had done on fhore ; and joined in one common 
fentiment, that nothing tends fo much as wine and good cheer to anni- 
hilate the force of religious diftiinflions. — The governor and his fuite left 
us with the moft cordial expreffions of fatisfa\flion at our reception 
of them. 

At four o’clock, the tide making in our favour, witli a frelh breeze 
from the northward, w'e hove ffiort ; but had the misfortune to find 
that our anchor had hooked a rock ; nor could our utmoft endeavours 
difentangle it from its hold, and heaving rather a drain, tlie cable gave 
way, and we irreparably loft it. The Ihip was immediately got under 
fail, and pafling clofe to the Iphigenia, ftie gave us three cheers, which we 
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immedlfl^eIy returned. She had her old fore-maft out, and her carpen- 
ters were bufily employed in preparing the new one on fhore. 

The very fliort time we remained at Samboingan did not give us a 
fufficient opportunity to acquire any other knowledge of this fcttlement 
than fuch as we received from the general information of others. But as 
this place is fo much out of the way of fhipping and commerce, I fhall 
not hefitate to repeat the account 1 receiv^cd from the communications 
of the old padre, wliofc authority may, after all, be confidered as of fomc 
reliance, from his very long and continual rcfidence on th#s ifland. 

Magindanao is an ifland of confiderable extent, being about 120 miles in 
breadth, and 160 in length, and is blefled with a fertile, luxuriant foil. — 
Tlie interior parts contain fevcral chains of lofty mountains, between 
which are extenfive plains, where vafl herds of cattle roam at large in 
the mofl delicious paftures. Several deep vallies alfo interfefl:, as it were, 
certain parts of the country, through which, during the rainy feafons, 
vafl torrents pour from the mountains, and force their impetuous way to 
the fea. The rains and vapours which lodge in the plains diffufe them- 
felves into meandering rivulets, and colledling a variety of fmall flreams 
iii their courfe, approach the fea in the form of confiderable rivers. 

About the middle of the ifland there are feveral lakes of no fmall 
extent, of which, however, we received no other particulars than that 
their borders are inhabited by tribes of favage natives, who live in a 
great meafure by plundering thofe who dwell nearer to the fea. Thefe 
people confider themfelves as free and independent of the fovereign of 
Magindanao, are of a flerce, implacable nature, and wage continual war 
with the Mahometans, who compofe the principal inhabitants of the 

ifland. 
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ifland. They are called HHloonas, and profefs no kind of religion, but 
live in a flateof profound ignorance and barbarifm. 

The fovereign of Magindanao is a powerful prince, and has feveral in- 
ferior chiefs who acknowledge him as their head. Neverthelefs there 
are others of them who refufe fubmiflion to him, and are confequently 
in a continual Hate of war ; fo that peace, at leaft, does not appear to be 
one of the bleflings of this ifland. The Spaniards, indeed, aflert their 
right to the entire dominion of Magindanao, but it is mere aflertion ; for 
though they have thefe forts, &:c. on the ifland, it is by no means in a 
Hate of fubjedion to their nation. 

The city of Magindanao is fituated on the South Eafl: fide of the ifland, 
has a river capable of admitting fmall veflels, and carries on a confidcrable 
trade with Manilla, Sooloo, Borneo, and the Moluccas. Their export-s 
are rice, tobacco, bees-wax and fpices ; in return for which they receive 
coarfe cloths of Coromandel, China-ware and opium. 

This city ufed formerly to be vlfited by European veflels of fmall 
burthen ; but it was a confiderable time fince any of them had been there. 
The governor informed us, that the Iphigenia and the Felice were 
the only European fhips that had- been feen in thefe Teas during a 
courfe of feveral years. 

The Mahometan, religion is profefled throughout the ifland, except 
by the Hilloonas, who, as we have already obferved, are governed by no 
religious principles,— pra^lifc no form of worfhip,— and live in ailate of 
fevage freedom. 
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17S8. Thefe people are called by the Spaniards, Negros del Monte ^ or Negroes 
F»rvary. Mountain, on account of their refemblance to the race of Africa, 

both in their perfons and manners. They are fuppofed to be the original 
lords of Magindanao, and, indeed, of all the Philippines ; the Iflade Ne- 
gros, or Ifle of Negroes, is, in particular, entirely peopled by them, where 
they are at conftant enmity with the Spaniards. The Mahometan na- 
tives of the ifland are a robuft people, of a deep copper colour, and arc 
efleemed intelligent merchants. 

If the Hilloonas are believed to have been the original inhabitants of 
Magindanao, it is very reafonable to fuppofe that they fled to the moun- 
tains to preferve their liberty, when they were invaded by the Maho- 
metan hofts, which fpread like locufls, during the thirteenth and four- 
teenth centuries, over the eaflern archipelago. Their favage ignorance 
and barbarous difpofitions feem to have become fo habitual, as to leave 
them without the leafl defire, or, perhaps, without even the leafl: idea of 
any fnperior degree of intelledlual nature. The mlflionaries whom 
the zeal for infidel converfion, fo well known in the Roman Catholic 
Church, employed to preach Chriftianity to thefe inhuman people, were 
inftantly feized and murdered by them. 

The ifland is well wooded ; many parts of it towards the fea-coafl, 
are covered with impenetrable forefts : in others, the woods are fcattered 
with a pleafing irregularity, contributing not only to the beauty of the 
country, but to its comfort and convenience, by (hading the hills and 
vallies from the fcorching heat of the fun. The fpecies of trees that are 
moil abundant, are the tcake, the poone, and the larch ; but its mofl: 
valuable and precious growth, is the cinnamon tree, which is to be found 
in every part of the ifland, and is of a quality by no means inferior to 

that 
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that of Ceylon, We received famplcs frefli from the tree, that poffeffed 
a delicacy of tafte and fragrance equal to any that is brought from 
thence. Our good friend the padre was fo kind as to procure us forty 
young plants of the true cinnamon tree, which were intended for the 
Sandwich Iflands. 

The air of Magindanao Is efteemed faluhrious, particularly in the vici- 
nity of the fea. The heat there is not, in any degree, fo intenfe as might 
be expedled, in a country which is fituated on the very verge of the tor- 
rid zone. I do not recoiled to have feen the thermometer a': more than 
eighty-eight degrees, and it was very often fo low as feventy-two. The 
prevalence of the Eafterly winds on that part of the coaft which is 
walked by the Pacific Ocean, renders the air cool and pleafant, the 
trade-wind blowing inceflahtly on its fhores . It ads, indeed, with fo much 
power as to fweep the whole breadth of the ifland ; and though in its 
paffage it lofes much of its ftrength, it retains a fufficient degree of 
force to afford refrefhiiig breezes to the inhabitants of the Weftern 
(hore. The interior parts are much colder, from a very cloudy at- 
mofphere, which frequently hangs over the fummits of the mountains in 
thick and humid vapours. 

The foil, which is very exuberant, is fuited to tlie cultivation of the 
whole vegetable tribes. Rice is produced in the greateft abundance ; a 
pccul, or 1331b. may be purchafed for a Spanifh dollar. 

The yam and fweet potatoc are cultivated in the hlgheft perfedion. 
Here are alfo to be found the cocoa nut, pumble-nofe, mangoes, the jack, 
the plantain, oranges, limes, and, in fhort, every fruit that is produced 
In climates of the fame parallel.— Indeed nature has been extremely 
bountiful to the inhabitants, in producing for them the great variety of 
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without anj demand upon their toil and la* 


Here are alfo gold mines, which arc fuppofed to be of confidcrable 
value ; — and it may be naturally imagined that a knowledge or fufpi- 
cion of this circumftance firft induced the Spaniards to fettle on this 
ifland *but as the natives are ignorant of the art of forming mines, 
they remain unexplored by them ; and, as we were informed, little, if 
any gold has been obtained, but what has been walked down by the 
autumnal torrents from the mountains which the Hilloonas inhabit, 
and who are in poflellion of tbofe parts which are believed to contain the 
precious ore. — But thefe mountaineers are too numerous and refolute to 
refign a fituation they have maintained fo long, without a fevere and 
bloody ftruggle, and the Spanifli power is, at prefent, far too feeble to 
make any attempt to diflodge them. 

Eveiy part of the ifland abounds with buffaloes, cows, hogs, goats, &c. 
—It affords alfo great variety of fowls, and a fpecies of duck, whofe 
head is of a fine fcarlet colour. Here are alfo a fmall breed of horfes, 
remarkable for their fplrit. The natives, however, principally employ 
bufialoes in the various branches of liufbandry and agriculture. 

The people of Maglndanao univerfally chew the betel and areka, but 
make a more moderate ufe of opium than any other inhabitants of the 
EaAern feas. 


The proas of the Malayans are numerous and powerful ; they carry 
from fifty to two hundred men ; aikl tke confequence of their defultory 
expeditions is bloodfhed> carnage, and captivity to the people of the 
defencelefs towns and villages whom they furpriz^, or the unfortunate 
crews of veffcls which they may chance to capture. 


The 
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The village or town of Samboingan is fituated on the banks of a fmall 
rivulet, which empties itfelf immediately into the fea ; and is agreeably 
lhaded by groves of cocoa-trees. The number of its inhabitants are 
about one thoufand, among which are included the officers, foldiers, and 
their refpedtive families. In its environs there are feverai fmall look- 
out houfes, ereded on pods of twelve feet high, in all of which a con- 
ftant guard is kept ; fo that it appears as if the Spaniards were in a con- 
tinual date of enmity with the natives. 

The houfes arc built of thofe fimple materials which are of very ge- 
neral ufe in the Eadern feas. They are ereded on pods, and built of 
bamboo, covered with mats t—the lower apartments ferve for their hogs, 
cattle and poultry, and the upper ones arc occupied by the family. Nor 
did it a little excite our adonifhment, that the Spaniards, indead of 
creating an emulation and improvement among the natives, from their 
own fuperior knowledge of the arts and conveniencies of life, fhould 
infenfibly fink into the manners and cudoms of the very people whofe 
ignorance they affedl to defpife. But, though their houfes have but 
little to boad, their piety has produced a decent church, which is built 
of done. The fort is a very poor place of defence ; and is, as far as 
we could judge, in an abfolute date of decay ; for the governor’s 
cautious fpirlt took care to keep us from any particular examination of 
it. — Towards the land, its whole defence confided of a fimple 
barrier, with two or three pieces of cannon.— To a very moderate 
force indeed, this place would become an cafy capture. Indeed, the 
Felice and Iphigenia might, without any aflidaiice, have rendered 
the Spanidi power very precarious in this fettlem:‘nt. — The mili- 
tary force confided of from one hundred and fifty to two hundred 
foldiers, natives of Manilla, in which place alfo, the governor himfelf 
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was born. They appeared to be in a ftate of difclpline by no means 
unworthy of the fortrefs which they gairifoned. 

Sarnboingan is the Botany Bay of the Philippines, and crimes of a cer- 
tain nature are punifhed there by banifhment to this place. — We did not 
fee any of the delinquents, but we had rcafon to fufpedl that there were 
feveral in fome kind of clofe confinement. 

Inconfiderable, however, as this fettlomcnt may appear, the governor 
is fuppofed to clear thirty thoufand in the three years of his 

refidence there. This advantage he dciiw:' tVoni t'ui nifhing tlie foldiers 
with cloathing and provifion, — from gold- dull, ciniiamoii, fpices, and 
other contraband goods. 

The conduifl of the inhabitants was governed by tl;e mofl pleafing de- 
corum, for which they arc folcly indebted to the civ Hiving fpirit of the 
old padre ; as his two fellow-labourers in the fpiritual vincyaid, were 
rather calculated to deprave, than improve the poor people committed to 
their charge. — Indeed the former was of that amiable, conciliatiiig difpo- 

fition, which is fo well adapted to the cultivation of favage manncis. 

We were equally furprized at hearing a very tolerable band of nuific, 
which was compofed of natives of the country. — It confined of four vio- 
lins, two bafifoons, wnth feveral flutes and mandolins. This unexpecled 
orcheftra w^ere acquainted with finneof the feled pieces of Handel; they 
knew many of our Englifh country dances, and feveral of our popular 
and favourite tunes; but m performing the Fandango, they had at- 
tained a degree of excellence that the nicefl: ears of Spain would have 
heard with pleafure. The Malayans poflefs, in common with other 
favage nations, a fenfibility to the charms of mufic, and are even 

* capable 
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capable of attaining no inconfiderable degree of perfe£lioii in that de- 
lightful fcience. 

The good old prieft had alfo taught the greater part of the town to 
dance ; fo that the inhabitants of this diftant and unfrequented fpot, pof- 
feflfed two amufennents which are the beft calculated to enliven the dull, 
or footh the mrelancholy hours of life. On the evening previous to our 
departure, the governor, as we have already mentioned, gave us another 
proof of his polite and hofpitable difpofition, by preparing a ball ex- 
prefsly for our amufement. 

About eight o’clock in the evening, the company met at the gover- 
nor’s houfe. The ladies, who were efcorted by a number of young men 
of Samboingan, were drefled after the manner of the ifland, which borders 
on, as we may fuppofe it to be borrowed, from the fafliions of Manilla. 
It confifted of a veil which fell gracefully to the ancles, and was fo ar- 
ranged as to heighten real charms, and to make one fancy beauty even 
where nature had denied it. The arms alone were bare; but the folds 
were fo contrived as half to difeover tlie bofom, while the entire figure, 
in all the fimplicity of nature, could not be deferibed as being concealed 
from the exploring eye. — ^Their ancles and wrifts were adorned with brace- 
hts of gold, which gave, as may be fuppofed, fomewhat of arichnefs to 
an appearance that was already elegant. Many of them were extremely 
handfome ; nor did certain arch looks, which appeared to be habitual, 
thougii they were heightened by the dance, render them lefs agreeable. 
The Fandango was performed in its utmoft perfection the minuet was 
not dlfgraccd by their motions, — and Englilh country dances, fcveral 
of which were performed in compliment to us, have been often exhibited 
with far lefs grace and agility in many of our beft affemblies, than in 
this diftant and remote corner of the Philippine Iflands. — This amufe- 
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tvery appearance of the moft perfedl fatisfadion. 

For fnch means of innocent amufement, the people are indebted to 
the venerable padre, who himfelf joined in the dance. Indeed it would 
have been not only to the honour of Spain, but of the religion it profeflei;, 
if fuch men had been employed, who, like this amiable prleft, could 
make their miffions a fource of comfort and happiiiefs, inftead of accom- 
panying them with that feverity of difcipline, and cruelty of compulhon, 
which renders converfion infincere or mifunderftood, and is in fuch 
diredl oppofition to the mild and benevolent fpirit of Chriftianity. 

The governor, however, with all his civility, would not permit us 
to land any inftruments, in order to make aftronomical obfervations ; 
we were therefore obliged, under confiderablc di fad vantages, to take 
them on board the fhips. 

The latitude of the anchoring ground was, by .the medium of feveral 
good meridian obfervations, 6° 58' North, and the longitude, by twenty 
obferved diftanccs of the fun and moon, taken by good fextants, 122°, 
28' Eaft of Greenwich. At this time the flag-ftaff on the fort bore 
North half Eaft, diftant half a mile. 

The anchorage before the fort is foul and rocky : a-breaft of the town 
it is much better ; a fandy bottom and well flieltercd, except from the 
South Weft quarter, and even then the wind has not fufliclent range to 
produce a fea, or to be attended with any ci.cumftaiice of danger. 

It will not, I truft, be confidered as foreign to the def gn of this vvoik, 
if I interrupt the progrefs of my voyage, fur a few pages, to offer fuch 
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obfcrvations and notices as I had occafion to make on the paflage between 
the Northern Pacific Ocean and the China feas ; fome knowledge of 
which courfe, whether it be purfued to the Northward or Southward 
of the Philippines, muft be of confiderable ufe to Oriental commerce, 
and be particularly eflential to fhips that take the Eaftern paflage to 
China, which is occafionally preferred, particularly during a war, by 
thofe who are bound to the port of Canton, in the North Eafl: 
Monfoon. 

Nautical obfervations are, at all times, of the greatefl: importance, 
and we offer fuch as we have made, to the judicious rtfledtion of thofe 
who may be particularly interefled in them. It mufl, indeed, be con- 
fidered, that although in the track of the Felice and the Iphigeiiia ncrofs 
the China feas, along the Philippines into the Pacific, no dangers were 
vifibletous; yet others, purfuing this route, may be Jefs fo:tunate, as 
this very track is generally deferibed as abounding with many. We 
indeed found a clear navigation, nor have we any reafon to doubt, but 
that, with a proper degree of precaution, (hips mlglit find a fafe and 
eafy entrance into, the China feas by Magindanao and the channel of 
Eafilan^ 

The Eaftern feas are certainly fet threk with perils, which, of courfe, 
render their navigation exceedingly precarious ; nor are the difficulties 
of it leflfened by the circumftance that thofe perils are, in a great degree, 
unknown. Ships, indeed, which purfue the common track acrofs the 
China feas, with the South Weft Monfoon, have not much to fear, if 
they do but make the different iflands to procure freffi departures.— 
Lunar obfervations cannot at all times be taken, a circumftance which 
(hould animate vigilance and quicken precaution ; of which, too much 
cannot he exerciied in this arduous navigation. 
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It would, by no means, be prudent for fhips to work up the C"iina 
feas agaiiift the North Eaft Monfoon ; and It would, of courfe, be equally 
hazardous to work down them during the,bIowing of the SouthWeft. The 
currents are In fuch number, and withal fo various, that a /hip is im- 
pel ccj^tlbly huriied into the mid/1: of danger, in which the utmo/I 
/kill and activity will be feldom able, even in copper-bottomed ve/lcis, 
to efcnpe de/lrudlon. 

It is true, that there have been examples of /hips who have accom- 
})li/hed their voyage again/1; the reigning winds ; but they /hould rather 
be rc])rcrcntcd as extraordinary in/lances of good fortune, from having 
efcaped a variety of dangers, any one of which might have proved fatal, 
than be cited to encourage others to puiTue a fimilar navigation : for 
befidcs the rl/ks of a voyage, even if it /hould be performed under thefe 
circum/lances, the chances are very much' again/l the po/Iibility of 
doing it, when the monfoons blow /frong cither one way or the other. 

As (hips, even in the periodical winds, are expofed to dangers, it is 
c/lentially ncce/Tary that they /hould, at all times, be provided with a 
couple of chronometers ; by the aid of which in/fruments the portions 
of /hips may be afeertained ; for as they arc liable to /lop, /liould fuch 
an accident happen to one of them, the portion of time elapfed, may be 
determined by the other, particularly if they are oblerved every four 
hours, a circu m/lance which fliould be an objedl of the mo/l careful at- 
tention. Their regularity alfo /hould be examined and proved at every 
place where the /hip /fops a fufficieiit time to make the necelTary trial. 

There are many recent inlfances of very fatal accidents which have 
happened to ve/Tels, during the regular monfoons, from the want of 
thefe very ufeful in/lruments. 


The 
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The (hip Hornby, bound from Canton to Bombay, in the month 1 788. 
of December, 1788, in a gale of wind, fell in with the ifland Pula 
Sapata, in the China fens, and was within a moment of being dafhed to 
pieces. She was fo clofe to the land, that nothing could have faved her 
but the violent rebound of the furge from the fide of a rock ; when, by 
being extremely alert in fettlng fail, (he moft fortunately got round it, 

A Dutch fhlp in the fame year, was loft on tin Prata ftioal ; lie; 
crew was faved in the long-boat, and got fafe to Canton. 

In the year 1789, and fome time in the month of June, the fhip 
Lizard, bound from Bombay to Canton, was wrecked on the Lincoln 
fhoal. The captain and feven men were all which were faved of her 
crew. After undergoing the greateft hardftiips and diftrefs in a fmall 
boat, they arrived at Canton. 

The Argylefliire, a large country (hip, bound from Bengal to China, 
was fuppofed to have been loft foiiiewhere in the China fcas. 

The number of Spanifti and Portuguefe ihips which have been loft in 
thefe feas alfo are by no means inconfiderable ; fo that too much vigilance 
and precaution cannot be employed in fuch an hazardous navigation. 

The fliip Cornwallis, of eight hundred tons burthen, commanded by 
Captain William Counfill, failed down the China feas on her voyage to 
Bengal, in the month of May 1789, when it was to be fuppofed that 
the South Weft Monfoon was fet in, and encountered fuch a variety of 
Ihoals, rocks and iflands, that her efcape was confidered as miraculous. 

And had (he not been uncommonly well appointed, and navigated with 
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fopcrior Ikill and ability, in all probability (he would never have reached 
Bengal. 

As the following Extrad of a Letter from on board this (hip may 
be of confiderable ufe to future navigators of thefe parts, no apology 
can be confidered as neceffary for the infertioii of it : 


“ Malacca, July 4, 1789. 

“WE arrived here on the 27th of June, after a paflage of 
“ forty-five days, from China, which w^e confider as extremely tedious 
“ for fo prime a failer as the Cornwallis. In our paflage down we 
“ had an aflonifliing fet to the Eaftward : we could not make either 
“ the Macclesfield or Pula Sapata. The firfl: land that appeared to 
“ view was on the 28th of May, bearing South Weft half South, diftant 
“ four leagues, with a reef of dangerous rocks and breakers, which we 
“ fuppofed to be the Andrades, being nearly in the latitude of them. — 
At half paft tw’o, P. M. a (hoal was feen from the deck, bearing 
“ South Weft lialfWeft, diftant tw'o miles ; and at four, ftanding to 
•“ the South Eaft, w'e w^re obliged to tack for another fhoal, bearing 
“ South Eaft by Eaft, diftant tw’o miles. On the South Eaft end of 
“ this flioal, is a low Tandy ifland, on which we faw the appearance of 
“ a wreck : the weather was very fqually ; during the night we deemed 
“ it prudent to ftand under an eafy fail to the Northward, fearing this 
•• chain of fhoals might extend more to the South : the next morning 
“ at day-break, we wore and ftood to the flioals, and at ten, A. M. 
“ made them. We were then obliged to haul to the Eaftward and 
Eaft North Eaft, till three P. M. and thus, by degrees, to clear 

“ the 
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the different flioals which prefented themfclves to our view ; eleven 
of them forming a deep circle or curve, and are backed to the Well:- 
“ ward by very cxtenfive branches. They appear to extend from each 
‘‘ extreme, Eafl North Eaft, to Weft South Weft, and about twenty- 
“ five miles in extent : and what adds to the danger in making tliem is, 
that they are even with the furface of the water, which if fmooth and 
** unrufRed, they cannot be feen, there not being a rock about them but 
“ the firft. 

After clearing this reef, we ftcered to the Southward ; and the next 
** dav found ourfelves in a clear fea. 

“ On the 30th at noon, breakers were feen bearing North Weft 
by North, diftant eight or nine miles. This reef appeared to trend 
“ the fame as the laft, and has dangerous rocks along the edge : its 
“ extent is about three leagues : when the reef was feen, we were in 
“ the latitude of 8® 47' North, by a good obfervation ; and by feveral 
“ fights of the fun and moon, the longitude was 114® 14', 45" Eaft, 
“ which made us feventy-two miles to the Eaft of our accounts. After 
“ clearing thefe flioals, we ftood to the South Weft; when, on the 
“ morning of die 4th of June, at five A. M. a low fmdy ifland was 
difeovered with a rock on it: this we faw very plain from thequar- 
“ ter-deck ; and before we could alter the fhlp’s courfe, we were within 
“ three quarters of a mile of a moft dangerous reef of rocks, which 
“ juft prefented themfclves above tlie water. We had a fine breeze 
“ duiing the night, and were going five or fix knots an hour, but 
“ fortunately it died away about four in the morning ; fo that half an 
“ hour more of dark, or the continuance of this breeze, would have 
“ been our inevitable deftruftion. This reef trends North North Weft, 
“ and South South Eaft, and is five miles long. Its latitude is 7^^ 52' 
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1788. North, and its longitude nearly 112° 32'Eaft. From our providential 
FI1RV4RY. u cfcape, we called the ifland Providence Ifland, and the reef, Sebaftian’s 
“ Reef. 

“ The many dangers we have been expofed to, has made it exceed- 
“ ingly fatiguing : — At laft we made the Natumas and Anambas, which 

are botli egregioufly miflaken, both in latitude and longitude,” 

It appears therefore to be advifable for (hips bound to China from 
Europe, if they do not reach the Straits of Sunda in the month of Sep- 
tember, to determine on the Eaftcrn palTage, in order to avoid the diffi- 
culties we have jufl deferibed ; for, though the Eaft-lndia (hips Wal- 
pole, I'jclvedcre and Walfingham, arrived in China in the month of 
November, 1787, it is ariikthat can never be juftified but by the mod 
urgent ncceffity. 

The Walfingham came up along the coaft of Borneo, and was even fa- 
voured with a gale of wind >at South Weft, on the coaft of the Philip- 
pines, but ncverthelefs cfcapcd fuch dangers as no prudent man would 
wi(h to re-encounter. — The Walpole reached the coafi: of Luconia, and 
made a good palTagc, though Captain Chui chill found it equally danger- 
ous ; while the Belvedere, Captain Greer, pufhed at once through the 
China feas, though the monfoon was fuppofed to have fet (Irongly in. 

Thefe are inftances of good fortune, which are rather to be confidered 
as happy efcapes from danger, than examples to imitate for it would 
Purely be much more prudent to determine on an Eaftern pafiTage, parti- 
cularly if Java-head is not reached by the tenth of October. 


The 
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The ftraits of Ball! or Allas may, in this cafe, be fafely pafled, as Mr. 
Dalrymple’s charts are very accurate; from thence the courfe is conti- 
nued to the Macaffar Straits, employing every neceflary precaution on 
account of the iflands and flioals that lie between thofe ftraits. 

The ftraits of Macaftar are not without dangers, though they are but 
but few, and well afcertaiiied ; the Experiment and Captain Cook 
pafled through them, and made very good obfervations on their paflage*. 
The Experiment, indeed, got on fliore, and received fome little damage. 
In the North WeflMonfoon there is generally a current fetting through 
to the Southward; the waters from the Pacific Ocean and Sooloo Archi- 
pelagobeing confined here, form, in general, this Southerly drift. In the 
paflage of the ftraits the winds are variable; but when it is cleared, they 
will be found to the Eaft and Eaft South Eaft; and there is then little 
or no reafon to doubt the being able to reach up under the fhore of Ma- 
gindanao, which is preferable to the ifland of Sooloo ; here, at tlmes^ 
the winds are Wefterly, particularly m November and December ; the 
making Sooloo, therefore, would be attended with difadvantnges, as the 
currents and winds might render it difficult to get np to Magindanao, iiw 
dependent of a number of dangerous flioals and coral reefs, that are 
fcattered between Sooloo and Bafilan : whereas, between the head of the 
Macaflhr Straits and the Soiitli Kaft- rn extremity of Magindanao, there 
is no very imminent danger. — We failed through this channel, between 
Jelolo and the Ifland of Morotay, and re-'entiied the Pacife ocean to 
the Southward of this ifland. 

* Thefe fhips were bound on a trading voyage, from Bombay to the North Weft coafb 
of America, in i yiiG. 
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The currents here fet South Wefl, and with the wind to the Eaft- 
ward; it is neverthelefs very pra£llcable to reach the Ifland of Bafilan, 
and, ofcourfc, Samboingan, where every ncceffary refrcfhmeiit is to be 
prr cured, We then fleered our coiirfe to Sanguir, and thofe fmall 
illands which lie between it and the Southern extremity of Magindanao. 
Thcfe illands are tolerably high, and well wooded, and furrounded witli 
no danger but what is apparent, and therefore may be avoided. San- 
guir is well inhabited, and affords refrefhments of various kinds. It is 
allb faid to abound in fpices, with which it carries on a trade with Ma- 
gindanao. We found Eafteily winds to prevail here with very little 
deviation. 

Between the iflands of Bafilan and Sanguir, there are feveral fmall 
iflets, which are not laid down in the charts ; but we did not perceive 
any circumffance of danger about them. 

The pafi'age by Samboingan is certainly much more eligible than that 
to the Eaflward of Magindanao. Indeed to get to the Eaflward is a 
matter of great difficulty. — It coft us a great deal of time, trouble and 
vexation, to reach only the 147th degree of longitude : befides the track 
is ffrewed, as it were, with perils ; fmall, low fandy iflands, and numbers 
of reefs of coral rocks are every where vifible, which, during a dark 
night, would prove almofl a certain deflrudlion ; and, to encreafe the 
hazard, no foundings are to be procured, to give any warning of the 
approaching danger. But, even if we fuppofe thefe rocks and fhoals to 
be cleared, it would not be prudent to tack before New Guinea is weather- 
ed ; and, laflly, the courfe to the Northward is to be confidered as lying 
through thofe dangerous iflands, the Carolines, whofe pofitlon has been 
confidered as very uncertain, till it was afeertained by the Iphigehia, as 
well as the contiguous fhoals ; and, in particular, the Shoal Abregoes, 

whofe 
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whofe cxiftence was univcrfally doubted, but is now found to be placed 
in the track of (hips entering the China feas from the Pacific ocean, 
between Formofa and Luconia. 

If the paffage to the Weftward of Maglndanao be preferred, there is 
no danger to be apprehended, at lead, that we faw, from entering the 
channel of Bafilan : in the latter, confidetable overfalls will be found, 
but nothing elfe, up to the place of anchorage off Fort Caldera. This 
paffage is alfo by much the (horteft ; and, in our opinion, to be, 
in every refpe^l, equal to that of the Pacific Ocean, exclufive of the very 
Important confideration of refrefhing the crews of fliips. 

On leaving Sambolngan, the navigator (hould hug the fhore of Magin- 
danao clofe on board, as much as poffible, as the wind will be generally 
found to blow off the fhore, which is deep clofe to, and no danger to 
be apprehended from it. The diredions of anchorage are already ex- 
preffed in the account which has been given of the fettlement of 
Samboingan. 

From Magindanao, it will be proper to deer a direct courfe for the 
South part of the Ifland of Panay ; — if the wind is not very favourable, 
it will be neceffary to border the coad of the Ifland del Negros ; nor is 
there any danger to be apprehended from deering clofe to Panay, as it 
has a very bold coad, till the Wed point of the Ifland of Mindoro is 
reached : from thence the courfe lies to the coad of Luconia, where 
confiderable advantage will be received from the currents which run to 
the Northward, during the period of the North Ead Monfoon, off Cape 
Bolinou, from twenty to twenty-five miles in twenty-four hours, and 
oftentipies as high as Cape Buxadore. 
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The greateft precaution (hould be obferved about the period when the 
■ monfoons change, — a time to be dreaded above all others in the China 
feas ; — if, therefore, fliips fhould have reached Samboingaii any time in 
the month of 0£lober, it would be extremely proper for them to remain 
there till the North Eaft Monfoon is fet ftrongly in. After October, 
tlie paflage to and from Manilla to China is always certain. Even the 
word: of the Spanifli (hips, and they are the mod: miferably equipped of 
any vcdels in the world, work up the coaft of Lucoiiia to the height of 
the ifland, aflidcd by the Northerly current; tliey then flretch over to 
the coafl of China, and arc certain of effefling their paflage. 

On the whole it is evident, that this route is the fafefl:, as well as the 
tnoft expeditious ; and, at all events, fuperior to that of the Weft coaft 
of Borneo. 

If the Pacific Ocean fliould be preferred to effed the paflage by 
ftretching to the Eaftward,. and then tacking to weather Luconla, it 
would be right to ftaiid to the Eaft till the coaft of New Guinea is 
weathered, and the 150th degree of longitude is reached ; when it is 
probable, that the dangerous groupe of iflands, called the Carolines, will 
be weathered; amongft which are included the Pelew, and other lov?" 
iflands, which are furrounded by reefs of rocks to a great diftance, and are 
without any foundings to give notice of danger in dark and ftormy nights. 

Between Maglndanao and New Guinea, there are fo many clufters of 
thefe low iflands, as to require, and almoft to baffle the utmoft vigilance 
and precaution. 

When to the Northward of thefe dangers, the Bafhee Iflands may be 
made, feen by Dampier, or the Ifland of Botol Tobago Xima, feen by 

Lord 



NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA. 5 

Lord Anfon ; but it would be the beft way to make the latter, excrcifing 1788. 
every poflible degree of attention to avoid the Abregocs (hoal, which is 
extremely dangerous* When Botol Tobago Xima is vifiblc, one may 
fteer without the lead apprehenfion, even in the darkeft night, South 
Weft 14 leagues, when the rocks of Ville Rete will be rounded at a 
moderate dlftance, and the China feas may be entered by hauling up to 
the Northward' and Weftward. There is a fmall rocky iflet, bearing 
nearly Eaft of Botol Tobago Xima, Tome miles diftant ; — and great atten- 
tion fhould be paid that the former may not be miftakeii for the latter. 

The rocks of Ville Rete are extremely dangerous ; they form in a clufter, 
and are furrounded by breakers; thclargeft of them is about the height 
of a fmall (hip’s hull out of the water : they bear off the South end of For- 
mofa, South Wefterly, five leagues. We thought that, from the maft- 
head, we could diftinguifli a channel between them and Formofa. 

The laft time we made Botol Tobago Xima it was almoft dark,— the 
weather ftormy and hazy ; and, very fliortly after, it blew a tremendous 
gale of wind at Faft. We fteered South Weft 15 leagues, and hauled 
up Well: and Weft North Weft, and entered the China feas at midnight, 
without feeing any thing of Formofa. The longitude of thefe places is 
laid down by us from good obfervations of the fun and moon. In this run, 
the general account muft be laid in having a ftrong current fettingto the 
Weftward, from the moment a fhip puts her head to the Northward. 

The land generally made on the coaft of China is about the Pedro 
Blanco, or White Rock: from thence, within the Lema Iflands, is a 
fffe paffage to Canton, and no danger of any kind to be apprehended. 

By this courfe the Prata (hoal, whofe dangers are fo well known, Is 
avoided. 
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If a £hlp enters the China fcas by making the Bafliee Iflands, her 
paffage to Canton may be endangered, from the ftrong Southerly cur- 
rents at that feafon. This paflage, therefore, is not fo fecure as the 
former, particularly as the Spaniards have feized thefe iflands, and 
eftabliflied a force on them, though at prefent of no great ftrength or 
power. 

The Bafliee Iflands, however, are bold and fafe ; — we were here in 
1786, and procured refrefliments. It may not be generally known that the 
Spaniards have taken poflefllon of them. But fo it is ; and a governor re- 
fidcs on Grafton Ifle, with about an hundred foldiers, feveral officers, a 
few priefts, and five or fix pieces of cannon, which are mounted before his 
houfe ; but without fortification 0/ defences of any kind. 

Our flay at thefe iflands was fo fhort, as not to afford us an opportu- 
nity of attaining any thing but a very general information concerning 
them ; but, as very few fliips have ever been known to vifit the Bafliee 
iflands, it may not only fatisfy curiofity, but be of ufe to the Oriental 
navigation, to offer fuch intelligence as we poffefs from our own obfer- 
vation, or the information of others. 

Thefe iflands, which are fituated between Formofa and Lnconia, are 
five in number,— befides four fmall rocky iflets, which, however, arc 
covered with verdure. Dampler gave the following names to the five 
larger of them : Grafton Ifland, which is the mofl: confiderable, — Mon- 
mouth Ifland, which is the next in fize,— Goat Ifland, Orange Ifland, 
and Bafliee Ifland, which are much fmaller than the two former. They 
are inhabited by a race of ftrong, athletic men, who have been hitherto 
happy in a foil that produced every thing neceffary for their fupport and 

* comfort . 
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cotjifort But wc cannot fuppofe that the happincfs thcfe people pof- 
feffed will find any addition from the yoke of Spain. 

Orange Ifland lies North and South, and is almoft iiiacccfliblc on 
every fide : it is entirely flat at the top : at the diftance of four leagues, 
on approaching it from the China feas, the peak on Grafton Ifle is very 
difcernable over this high flat. We fhould fuppofe, that the ifland is 
fifty feet above the level of the fea. 

On the North of this ifland, are four rocky ifles, called Anfon’s Rocks ; 
two of them are within three miles of the North end of the ifland. — We 
entered this paflage and difeovered no dangj^r : a large fliip might even 
brufh herfides againfl: Orange Ifland. The other two ftand four or five- 
miles from the former, and from that paflage which Lord Anfon made 
in the Centurion. 

Grafton Ifland is fituated to the Eafl: of Orange Ifland ; flands nearly 
North and South, is of confiderable extent, being about thirteen leagues 
in circumference, and has a good anchorage on the Weflern fide. About 
two miles to the Soutliward of the town where the governor refides, is a 
fmall fandy bay, where we anchored in nine fathoms, about half a mile 
from the (bore ; the foundings gradually decreafing from forty fathoms 
to nine fathoms ; but the bank does not run off more than two miles. 
The latitude of the fhips pofition was 20® 36' North, and longitude, by 
obfervation of fun and moon, 122° Eafl of Greenwich. 

The appearance of this ifland is extremely beautiful and luxuriant ; 
and the fupplies we received very well anfwered to the charming fcenc 
of their production. The natives brought us abundance of the finefl: 
yams in the world, with fugar cane, taro root, plantain and other vege- 
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tables T we alfo received hogs and goats in great plenty, but very little 
poultry. Iron was the favourite commodity of tbele people, though 
beads, at times, feemed to poflefs an equal, if not fuperior value.— 
Indeed, fince the Spaniards have polfclTcd themfclves of thefe idands, 
monpy as well as iron are in ufe among them* In the time of Dampicr, 
beads were the only medium of their commerce. We left the governor 
a breed of Bengal fheep, which, when put on fhore, roamed in a clover 
pafture, and on a foil of exuberant fertility. There can be no doubt 
but that thofe animals will thrive in their new abode, and that future 
navigators flopping at thefe iflands, will meet with a plentiful fupply. 

The water on the ifland is very fine, in great abundance, andclofeto 
the beach ; a fmall refervoir being formed there, which is fupplied by 
a rivulet that flows from the mountains. 

A Spanifh force arrived at thefe iflands fome time in the year 1785, 
to take pofll/bon of them ; with what view it is, by no means, difficult 
to conje^lure, when it is known that they were fuppofed to contain 
mines of gold. We certainly faw a confiderable quantity of gold dull 
in the poflTefrion of the natives, and feveral fmall pieces which, in all 
probability, had been wafhed down by the torrents from the mountains, 
and found in the beds of the rivulets with which thefe iflands abound. — 
Thefe, fome of which wcpurchafed, were manufa^lurcd into thick-wire, 
and worn as ornaments in their cars, or about the necks of the children. 

They are well inhabited by a race of inoffenfive people, whofe chief 
delight confifls in drinking a liquor called bafhec, which is diftilled 
from rice and the fugar cane. In the evening, men, women and children 
meet in crowds on the (bores, with torches in their hands, and drink 
bafliec till they are intoxicated, when they engage in dancing, and difplay 

every 
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evety mark of fatisfa^ion and contentment. It is, however, very much 
to be feared that thefe iflanders muft have already found a mortifying 
interruption to their feftive pleafures, from the tyranny and bigotry 
of Spauiih dominion. 

The weather in the South Weft Monfoon is extremely tempeftuous •, 
and when gales 'of wind blow here, they are of the moft ftormy and 
violent nature. 

The currents and tides run rapid and ftrong, particularly along the 
Southernmoft of thefe iflands, all of which are low ; it is neceffary, 
therefore, that fliips Ihould give them a good birth in their paffagc 
between thefe iflauds and Formofa. 
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CHAP. V. 


Departure of the Felice from Samhoingan, — Pafs the Felice^ s IJles . — 
Mention rf the Orders and Inf ructions given by the Merchants Proprietors 
Jor performing the Foyage. — Extraordinary Charge in the I'emper rf the 
Bufaloes received on board. — Pafs the If and of Magindanao. — Rapidity 
of the Currents. — Efcape the Ifand of Providence. — Pafs the Fa lour 
Ifands. — Ifand of Sanguir. — See the North Cape. — Ifr/poJJibUitv of 
jFeathcring it.— Invar iablcnfs of the Frade JVinds in the Pacific Ocean.— 
Bear up to Leeward of the North Cnpe.—Paf the Ifand Riou.— 
Fhe Channel hetivecn Morintay and the Ifand of Jelrdo.— Fragrance of 

the Air . — Pafs the Southern Extremity of Morintay. — Reach the Sea. 

Fhc Latitude cf Morintay afeertained. 

O N the 1 2th of February, at day break, we had loft fight of 
Sambolngnn, and purfued our courfc along the coaft of Magindanao : 
the latitude at noon was 6® 34' North, and the extreme part of the 
ifland in fight, bore Weft North Weft, diftant twelve leagues. The 
iftand of Bafilan bore from South Weft by South, to Weft North Weft 
four leagues : in this pofition the hill we have already mentioned, 
as refembling a Mandarin’s cap, was very confplcuous. 

We obferved two finall iflands fituated between Magindanao and 
Bafilan, bearing North by Eaft, diftant four miles : they were not of 
any great extent, but entirely covered with wood. As they bore no 
place on the charts, they were named Felice’s Ifles. 


A con- 
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A confiderable current had fet us during the night to the North 
Eaft ; the wind blew frefh from the Northward and Southward, and 
at funfct we could but juft difcern the ifland of Magindanao. 

Previous to our departure from Samboingan and feparatlon from the 
Iphigenia, the orders and inftrudtions marked Number II. in the 
Appendix, were 'delivered to Captain Douglas, for the guidance of his 
future condud. Tliofe marked Number I. were delivered by the 
merchants proprietors before our departure from China. Thefe in* 
ftruaions contain at large the motives to, and real objedls of, the 
voyage ; and it will not furely be erring from the truth, if it is aflerted, 
that they do not contain a Tingle expreffion incoufiftent with that huma- 
nity, or derogatory of thofe principles which it is the honour of Britifli 
merchants to adopt, in conducting their commerce in the different quar- 
ters of the globe. Thefe orders and inftruCtions may be faid, without 
any fear of contradiction, to breathe, in every part of them, that fpirit 
of benevolence and juftice, and to contain thofe honeft incitements to in- 
duftry, which, in whatever part of the habitable earth they are exerted or 
employed, muft ultimately tend to the honour of humanity, and the 
advantage of our country. 

On the 15th, we continued our courfc, with light and variable winds ; 
the weather fultry and cloudy. By fix in the evening, we had loft fight 
of the South Weftern extremity of Magindanao ; off which we had per- 
ceived an ifland of a remarkable appearance, that wore the form of a 
mountain, whofe Tides fhclved almoft perpendicularly to the Tea. 
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During the night we had heavy rain ; — our coiiiTe was to the Southward 
and Eaft ward ; toclofc in with tlie South Eaft end of Magindanao, which. 
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1 788. on the following morning, we had confiderably neared ; when we found It 
ihiuiaay 14 fo high and mountainous, and entirely covered with wood from the 
fca to its fummit. We frequently founded, but procured no ground 
with one hundred fathoms of line. The latitude at noon was 6® 2' North, 
at four P. M. the extreme point of Magindanao in view, bearing Eaft 
half North, diftant eight leagues; we hauled to the Eaft South Eaft to 
double the Southern extremity. 

ir.d.y ij An extraordinary change now took place in the fpirlt and temper of 
the buffaloes which we had received on board at Samboingan. They were 
fo extremely wild and fierce, that it was with great difficulty and fome 
danger we were able to embark them ; and fo dexterous are they in the 
management of their horns, that even the natives did not venture to 
approach them in their new fituatlon. But the natural ferocity of their 
nature feemed at once to abandon them, and they were already become 
fo tame as to eat out of the hand, and were actually much lefs vicious 
than our other cattle. 

On this morning, we found that a confiderable current had fet us to 
the Southward of Magindanao. It bore from us North, diftant about 
II leagues : the Southern extremity formed an high promontory, which 
wmre the appearance of an ifland. 

We now congratulated ourfelves on entering the Northern Pacific 
Ocean with fo little trouble ; but this fatisfadioii was very much dl- 
miniffied from the unfavourable ftate of the wind, which we found to 
blow from Eaft North Eaft. The latitude at noon was 4° 58' North, 
and the longitude 126® 36' Eaft of Greenwich. At this time we per- 
ceived two fmall iflands, bearing South South Eaft, diftant five leagues ; 

5 and 
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and the promontory of Magindanao was yet in fight, bearing North, 
diftant 15 leagues. 

The current now fet us fo ftrongly to the Southward, that we could 
not weather the two little ifles feen in the South South Eaft; and per- 
ceiving a clear channel between them of a mile and an half, we deter- 
mined to pulh through it. Thefe iflands are lofty, and covered with 
wood. From the North and South points of the North ernmoft idand, 
there runs a fpit of land for half a mile; and fome detached rocks from 
the Northern moft point, at about a mile diftance : on thefe rocks w’e 
obferved a few fcattered trees, which render them very remarkable. 
When in mid-channel between the iflands, we founded, and had fixty 
fathoms, with white and red (hells. We had fcarce pafled through, 
when the Southernmoft ifland opened into two dlflin£t ones, with the 
appearance of a channel between them. At the fame time, we faw another 
ifland, bearing Eaft South Eafl, diftant four leagues, which was alfo 
covered with wood ; and from the mad-head we dlfcerned a dangerous 
(hoal and reef of rocks, which extend near three miles from its South 
End, and are very remarkable from their whitenefs. Another ifland 
appeared on the lee-beam bearing SovNrh South Ead, dldafit eight 
leagues; and, in this pofition, the promontory of Magindanao bore Ead 
North Ead, didant 18 or 20 leagues. 

Our fituatlon differed, at thi^s time, from every chart in our polTef- 
fion ; it became neceffary, therefore, to proceed with the utmod pre- 
caution through this archipelago. The North Cape on the Ifland of 
Moriiitay, by our account, bore Ead North Ead 134 miles; and the 
Cape of Good Hope, or Northern extremity of New Guinea, South Ead, 
470 miles. The wind kept deadily to the Ead North Ead ; and as wc 
pafled thofc iflands, we found ourfelves drifted almod bodily to leeward 
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1788. by A rapid Southerly current. Such a continuation of unfavourable cir- 
Fhbruary. left us no very flattering profpe£l of being able to weather the 

North Cape ; bcfides, wc were not without apprehcnfions that we fliould 
he obliged to bear away, and run through fuch a dangerous cluflcr of 
iflands as the Moluccas ; a navigation which is confiJcrcd as the mofl: 
dangerous in the Indian Teas. Wc were not, however, without feme 
expectations, that the near vicinity of the Sun to the 1 /ine would produce 
fome ahatement of the influence of the North Eafl: Monfoon. But, after 
all, taking both the favourable and unfavourable clicumflances in a 
proper point of view, with tlie dark and tedious nights, the courfe before 
us could not be confidcred but as replete with difficulties and perils, 
both of which mufl: be greatly augmented, if tempefliuous weather 
fhould unfortunately overtake us. 

The current, like a vafl, but ftcady, rapid flream, fwept us bodily to 
leeward:— it ran, at Icaft, three miles an hour; and we had every 
reafon to believe, that it ran much Wronger as it approached the Straits 
of Macaflar. Indeed, it fwept us away fo much, that we were not able 
to reach the iflaiid feen in the South Eafl: by Eafl quarter, by five leagues. 

During the nighf of the 15th, we had a great deal of wind, but the 
fea was uncommonly fmooth ; a certain figri that we were in the vicinity 
of fome great body of land. We kept fleering to the South Eafl hy 
Eafl, witli a fleady gale to the North ^ard and Eafl.vard. T .e courfes 
were hauled up in the brails, in order to fee more dillind’y, and to 
be in a flate of preparation to haul upon eltlicr tack, to avoid anv 
immediate or prefling danger. Thefe precautions proved to be extremely 
ncceflary ; for about midnight we dlfcovtrcd, hy the light of the moon, 
that we were clofe to an ifland, covered with a white fand, and almofl 
on a level with the water. We very fortunately perceived this dangerous 

objeff, 
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obje<Sl:, near Haifa mile from us ; and had fufficient time to put the helm 
a weather, and bear up to leeward. We then founded, but found no 
ground v/ith an hundred fathoms of line. We continued, however, to 
give it a good birth until two in the morning, when we loft fight of it, 
and then refumed our courfe to the Eaft South Eaft, with a frefti gale 
from the North Eaft. 

Thefe low, fandy iflands, which are fcattered every where near the Line, 
render the navigation of thofe parts of a very perilous nature. No 
foundings can be obtained to warn the navigator of the approaching 
danger : fo that in a dark night no vigilance or precaution is fufficient to 
fecure him from the imminent hazard of deftrudion. 

At fun- rife, land appeared, extending from North Weft to Weft, at 
the diftanceof i6 leagues. The fmall, low, fandy iflet feen in the night, 
we judge to lie in the latitude of 4° i' North, and in the longitude of 
127° 10' Eaft, to which we gave the name of Providence Ifiand. At 
noon, the latitude was f 32' North. During the laft twenty- four 
hours, we experienced a current that fet the ftiip thirty-three miles to 
the Southward. The longitude was 127° 58' Eaft. Land was now fecii 
in almoft every diredllon, extending from Eaft North Eaft to Weft North 
Weft ; and, to the Northward and Eaftward, appeared broken and de- 
tached, as if compofed of a groupe of iflands. The Weftward land 
was dlftant from us about 15 leagues. 

At fun-fet, the body of the windward ifles bore North North Eaft, at 
the dlftance of 14 leagues. Our pofition was now extremely doubtful; 
nor could we reconcile it to any of the charts on board. We were, 
indeed, inclined to fuppofc, that the land to the North North Eaftcon- 
fifted.of thofe iflands named the "Talour^ and the land to the Weftward 
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1788. the Ifland of Sanguir. If our conje6lur. s were right, the currents muft 
Fvbrvarv. J)ave afled on us with great force in fetting us to the Southward ; and 
it now became a matter of painful uncertainty if we fliould be able to 
weather the North Cape ; which was an objedt of the utmoft importance. 

We had, indeed, flattered ourfelves, that, on our approach to the Line, 
wc ihould have experienced variable winds ; but hitherto the wind flood, 
as it.v\crc, Inimovahly to the Eafl; nor did it feeni inclined to give us 
a point of aclvant.ige. Our prefeut hruation, theiefitre, as well as onr 
future profptdl:, was cloudLj with uncertainty; and the chance was but 
too probable that we ihould be driven to leeward of Jelolo, and coiife- 
quently be forced to encounter a navigation of the mod difficult nature. 

Wc were fully convinced, that, if the North Cape could not be 
weathered, a palThge mud be attempted through the Moluccas, to the 
Southward of Jelolo, where there was good reafon to expedl that we 
fhould meet, if not the North Weft Monfoon, at lead uith fuch variable 
^^inds as would allow us to re-enter the Northern Pacific Oceniby Pitt’s 
Straits ; but even then, it was by no means certain, whether we fliould 
be able to weather the coad of New Guinea; nor could we refle(d, 
without extreme mortification, on being obliged to run down its Wederii 
coad, and, by Endeavour’s Straits, to reach the Southern Ocean ; as 
fuch a courfc, during which the long and dark nights would continually 
obdi'U(ft and delay our progrefs, mud, in the end, totally defeat the 
purpofe of our voyage. — On the other hand, if we dood to the North, 
in order to beat round New Guinea, agalnd a drong monfoon, there 
was every reafon to believe that we fliould fall in our purpofe: in- 
deed, we found it neceflary to give it up, from the evident impoflibility 
of tffedling it, without a great wade of that time of which we had fo 
little to fparc. Thefe difficulties were of a nature not cafily to be over- 
come ; 
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come; and the event proves how narrowly we efcaped from encountering 
the very obftacles which our apprehenfions had placed before us. 

During the night of the i6th, wo continued ftecring to the Eaft 
South Eaft under a prefs of fail. The moon ftione clear and bright, 
fo that any danger round the horizon would have been readily dif- 
cerned. 

Oil the morning of the 17th, land was feen a-head, bearing in the 
direiftion of Eaft, at thediftance of 12 leagues; and to leeward, land was 
alfo feen bearing South South Weft. The latitude at noon was 2” 40' 
North. The North Cape now bore from us Eaft, Northerly, at the 
diftance of 14 leagues. The wind blew fteadily from the North Eaft 
and Eaft North Eaft, with a ftrong Southerly current. 

We continued doling in with the North Cape, in cxpe£tation of re- 
ceiving the advantage of a land wind ; when, at fix in the evening, being 
within two miles of the ifland of Morintay, we were obliged to tack 
and ftand to fea for the firft time. — We could not find any foundings 
with an hundred fathoms of line. — But although we were fo unfortu- 
nate as to fall to leeward of the North Cape, we were determined 
not to relax in our endeavours, till we were convinced of the impraiftica- 
bility of weathering it; and it was with this view we tacked and 
ftood to fea. 

By ten o’clock in the morning, we were again clofe in with the 
ifland of Morintay, having tacked at midnight for the ftiore ; but 
neither at fea, or clofe in with the land, were we fo fortunate as to 
experience any alteration of the wind in our favour. We had alfo the 
mortification to obferve, that the Southerly currents had fet us during 
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the night, bodily to leeward of the pofition we had occupied on the 
preceding evening. At noon the latitude was 2° 35' North, and we 
had entirely loft light of the North Cape, which now bore Eaft by North, 
diftant 17 leagues, immediately in the wind's eye. 

The impra(ftlcabllity of efteflilng our ohjed was now become fo ap- 
parent, as to embarrafs our fituation with a choice of difficulties. Wc 
difeovered, however, a narrow channel between a fmall ifland, bearing 
South South Eaft, at the diftance of four leagues, and the ifland of 
Morintay. Jelolo was alfo very difcernible ; the Northernmoft point of 
which bore South Weft, diftant only 13 leagues. Between this point 
and the ifland we liave juft mentioned, there appeared an cxtenfive 
channel ; we had, therefore, no other alternative, but to make our paftage 
through it, and round the Southern extremity of Morintay, without 
rilking any niore of our time, which was now fo precious, in fruitlefs 
endeavours to weather the North Cape againft winds, currents, and fea. 

We w'cre perfedtly aware, that, having once entered upon this courfe, 
there would be no poffibility of returning; as well as that it might en- 
tangle us in the ftioals of Jelolo and the deep giilph of Chiauw, which 
is alio filled with ftioah and (hallows, and into which the monfoun per- 
petually blows, backed by conftant currents. Such a combination of 
clrcumftances were more than fufficient to convince us, that in profe- 
cutlng our prefent dellgn wc muft be governed by an unremitting pcife- 
verance. Accordingly, at noon, we bore up for the channel between 
the iflands Riou and Jelolo ; and by four P. M. it was open, and appeared 
of fufficient breadth to navigate ; but in the middle Icveral frnall, low, 
and Tandy iflands were fituated, which might, in fome meafure, inter- 
rupt, if not endanger the navigation of the’ channel; we, therefore, 
purfued our courfe along the coaft: of Riou, at the diftance of two miles : 

— the 
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—the land was every where covered with wood to the water’s edge ; but, 1 788. 
as far as we could difcover, without the veftige of an habitation. We 
could not obtain foundings with forty fathoms of line. 

At half paft four, the high mountains of Jelolo appeared to rear their 
fummits above the horizon, which immediately fettled the critical nature 
of bur fituatioh. We had now advanced fo far, that any attempt to 
return would have been .the extreme of folly ; — the channel was 
already pafled,* but the Ifland of Morintay extended a great deal farther 
to the Southward than any of the charts had laid it down :--Riou 
was allb pafTed; and now a deep, capacious channel was formed by 
Jelolo and Morintay, of near 12 or 13 leagues in extent. The great 
gulph of Chlauw was now under our lee; — a range of low, fandy 
iflands, conne6led with flioals, were fituated about five leagues off 
Morintay, in the channel along which we fleered. The moon flione 
very bright, or we fhould not have ventured to proceed during the 
night. The wind blew flrong from the North Eafl:; and men were 
conftantly kept in both chains, to attend to the foundings, as well as 
on the yards, to look out for broken w’ater, or any other circum- 
ftance of danger. As we paffed thofe iflands, the fhoals appeared very 
plain, at the diflance of about four miles, and we could fee a dreadful 
furf rolling over them. Our foundings were now from fix, feven, to 
eiglit fathoms, very regular, and over an hard, fandy bottom. On 
getting more out into the channel, we had fourteen, twenty, and fome- 
times even thirty fathoms, with the fame kind of ground. Thefe iflands 
extend near five leagues, North and South, — are about five leagues from 
Alorintay, and eight from Jelolo. We think it would be increafing 
the incidental hazards of this channel to pafs between the iflands and 
Morintay, as wq found a ftrong and rapid current fetting us almofl 
due South. r 
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17S8, It was greatly to our mortification that we pafled this channel during 
FijRUAiY. night, as wc. were thereby prevented from fending boats on Ihore to 
examine the nature of the foil, and ‘to look for turtle, as low, fandy 
iflands are places where they are generally found. In our palfage we 
perceived the air to be ftrongly perfumed with fpicy odours ; fomc of 
us even imagined they could diftinguifli the peculiar fragrance of the 
nutmeg plant. 

As we cleared this chain of iflands and flioals, we kept as clofe to the 
wind as pofTible, to near, once more, the South end of Morintay, which 
Tuesday 19 we happily effc£led by break of day on the 19th, being only three leagues 
from it, VVe kept fleering thus till noon, when the latitude was i® 47', 
the extremes of the ifland of Rlou bearing from South Weft by Weft, to 
South Weft, one half South, diftant nine leagues *, and the extremes of 
Jelolo bearijig from South South Weft, to South Eaft, diftant eleven 
leagues : in this pofitlon the channel we had failed through was entirely 
clofed. 

Wednerdayao Our coiirfe was continued to the Eaft South Eaft, with the wind from 
the North Eaft, but light, till tlie 20th ; when at noon, we had, to our 
great joy, a confiderable offing towards the fca; the latitude was i°56' 
North, the Ifland of Morintay bearing from South by Weft, half Wtft, 
to Weft by North, half North, diftant fixtecn leagues ; and the ifland of 
Jelolo bearing from South by Weft to South Weft, diftant fourteen 
leagues. Thus we moft happily reached the fea, without any material 
lofs of time, and through a channel which, in any other fituation, wc 
fliould not have ventured to pafs ; though we faw nothing to prevent a 
fliip paffing it with cafe and fafety, by following the example of our pre- 
caution, and attending to the particular circumftances which have been 
juft related The bearings arc marked with all poffiblc care and fidelity, 

for 
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for the benefit of any navigator, who, from preference or neceffity, may 
think proper to follow our courfe. 

From Magindanao we had hitherto experienced a continuance of ftrong 
currents, fetting to the South and South Weft; the wind invariably at 
North Eaft ; and, in the whole track, from that ifland to Moriuta}% 
we have noticed moft of the dangers which lie between them. 

We confider the Southern extremity of the ifland of Morintay to be in 

the latitude of i° 40' North, and the longitude i28°Eaft of Greenwich : 

The land which w’as feen on the 16th, muft have been, as we then con- 
jeflured, the Talour Ifles, and the Ifland of Sanguir. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Ship's Cowje purfuecl to the Hafiward,— Currents fct her to the IJland of 
JJ'ap/cw. — Symptoms of the Scurvy among the Crew. — JVind veers ^ for the 
firjl Ttmc., to the North ff'yi.^^Pafs ffaglew and the dangerous S*atee 
IJlcs , — 'Freewill IJles feen. — Natives come on Board. — T'heir Joy at feeing 
Iron. — Some Account of thofc Ifles. — ’fheir Latitude and Longitude^ ^c . — 
L'he flrorg Currents in their Vicinity. 

jiKiav la A mateilal occurrence happened tiJl the iid ; the courfe was kept 
i ^ to the Eafl South Eaft ; the wind blew fteadlly from the North 
Eafl, and wc daily experienced a t'outlu rly current. At this time the 
Northern extremity of New Guinea bore from us in the direction of 
Eaft South Eaft, diftant 120 leagues, when we faw land, bearing Eaft 
South Eaft, to Weft by North, at the diftance of about nine leagues 
from the body of it. The land to the Weftward we concluded fo be 
the Jlland of Wagiew, which forms the Northernmoft part of Pitt’s 
Straits; but of the land to the Eaft we could form no conje6lure, as 
none appeared to be marked on the charts in that diredllon. The lati- 
tude at noon was only 22' North of the Line, and the longitude was 
131° 10' Eaft of Greenwich. At this time the Ifland of Wagiew extended 
from South Eaft by Eaft, to Weft, and our diftance from the body of it 
might be about fix leagues. 

In this fituation w’e were drifting bodily to leeward on Wagiew, and 
found it to be almoft impoftible to double the extremity of this ifland, 

much 
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much lefs New Guinea, without fome favourable alteration of the 1788. 
winds, which had hitherto never varied from the North Eaft ; bcfides, the 
ftrong Southerly currents had now fet the Ihip thus far, fothat we were 
altogether in a fituatioii furroundcd with circumftances of uncertainty 
and eiTibarrafl'ment. We fcarce knew how to expert a change that 
would be propitious ; and, neverthelefs, a patient expectation of it 
feemcd to be almoft the only refourcc, fuch as it was, that remained to 
us. Tlie weather was extremely fultry, but the winds were light, 
which was the only favourable circumftancc of which we could boalf. 

A perfevering fplrit, how’ever, fometimes furmounts dangers that ap- 
pear to be Infurmountable, and we determined to continue the exertion 
of it. 

This day, at nooif, we had made no progrefs whatever. The latitude 
was 0° 20' North of the Line; and the longitude was 131° 30' Eaft. We 
were now dlAant only five leagues from Wagiew, which extended from 
Eaft South Eaft, to Weft South Weft. The land bore a very diiTcrent 
appearance from that which we had hitherto feen : — it was extremely 
high, compofed of broken and detached hills, and prefeiited, as far ns wc 
could dllcover, a very barren afpeft. — It ran due Eaft and Weft, and all 
the hills ftielvcd abruptly into the fea. We could procure no foundings 
with one hundred and fifty fathoms of line. A fmall ifland was alfo per- 
ceived in the North Eaft quarter. 

Thus were we approaching every moment nearer to the land, with- 
out any profpeCt of fuch a change as would reward our perfeverance. — 

We had now been purfuing, for a long month, an intricate and fatiguing 
navigation, without having made any confiderable progrefs. The fultry 
heats alfo began to affeCl feveral of our people ; and the expeClatioii of the 
tedious paflage to America, with which we were threatened, rendered 
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the crew not only diflatUfied, but defpondent. Symptoms of the fcurvy 
had begun to appear, in fpite of our ftridl adherence to thofe admirable 
rules of regimen fo happily conceived, and fuccefsfully praftifed by Cap- 
tain Cook. We had now redoubled our attentions to keep off the in- 
ternal enemy that threatened us, with an anxious expectation of fuccefs, 
but we know not how far that would have been gratified, if an alteration 
had not taken place with us, which enlivened the drooping fpirlts of the 
crew, and animated them to new endeavours. At four in the evening 
of this day, when we were within three leagues of the ifland, the wind 
fprung up on a fudden from the North Weft, which was the firft favour- 
able change we had experienced fince our departure from Samboingan. 

We took an immediate advantage of this fortunate circumftancc in oiip 
favour; the couife was altered to the North Eaft, and all failfet; fo 
that, at fun-fet, we had got a confiderable difiance from Wagiew. 

More land was now leen a-head, which was very low, and, from it» 
detached, broken appearance, we judged to be a gronpe of iflaiids. 
During the night we kept fianding to the North Eafi, immediately 
for the land, and the wind continued to tlie Weft North Weft, which 
enabled us to keep our courfe till day-break on the twenty- fourth, when 
we found ourfelves within tliree leagues of the land feen on the pre- 
ceding evening It confified of fevcral iflaiids, as we had conjeClured, 
which were very low , entirely covered with wood, and furrounded by 
fhoals and reefs of rocks, and appeared to be of confiderable extent. 
They bore from North Weft, to North Eaft by Eaft, and were diftant 
from each other about five miles. 

As no fuch iflaiids were placed on the charts, we thought proper to 
name them the 7'aiee Ifles, from the word, which was continually vo- 
ciferated 
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ciferatcd by the few natives who came within hearing of the (hip. 1788. 
They are fituated in o® 20' of North latitude, and in the longitude of 
1 32° 2' Eaft of Greenwich. They are very dangerous to approach, efpe- 
daily in the night, and the (hip that (hould be tempted to pafs through 
them, would inevitably be loft. 

We faw feveral canoes paddling between the reefs ; and two of them, 
containing each five of the natives, approached very near to the (hip, 
vociferating the word J*atee^ with great violence ; but no tempta- 

tion on our part could prevail on them to come along-fide, though we 
held up many of thofe articles which we thought the moft likely to 
entice them to a nearer communication with us.— They regarded the (hip 
with much apparent wonder ; and, from their various antic geftures, 
we h\d great reafon to fuppofe that they had never before feen fuch an 
obje(ft. They appeared to be of the fame race as the Papua people, 
woolly-headed, perfedly black, and with the features of the African 
negroes ; but in their forms ftout and athletic. They held long fpears 
in their hands, pointed with bone, which they, from time to time, 
brandKhed at us. 

Their canoes were of a peculiar, and very curious conftru6tion 
they were very narrow and long, and, to keep them on a balance, a 
large out-rigger run out on one fide, with net- work between, made with 
ftrong cord, manufadlured from the rind of the cocoa-nut. On this, 
which formed a kind of a ftage, were placed their arms, implements for 
fi(hing, &c. We wi(hed very much to fend boats on (hore, but as the 
(hip could not approach near enough to the land for the purpofc of pro- 
teding them, on account of the (hoals, we thought it highly imprudent: 
to expofe our men to any hazard. 


Towards 
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1 788. Towards noon, to our great joy, the wind frefliened up from the North 
February, when we bid adieu to the Tatee Ifles, and purfued our courfe to 

the Northward and the Eaftward, every league of which was become 
of the utmoft coufequence. At funfet, the extremes of the Tatee Ifles 
bore from us Eaft by South, to South Eaft by Eaft, diftant five leagues ; 
the tops of the trees juft appearing above the water. At this time the 
extremities of Wagiew bore from South Weft by South, to South Weft 
by Weft, diftant 10 leagues. 

li-f ’. 37 We now purfued our courfe till the 27th, with a favourable, but, in 
general, alight wind. It thundered and lightened with great violence, 
and the weather was extremely clofeand fiiltry. The thermometer was, 
at this time, at 8S'’, and very often at 92°. At noon the latitude was 
56 minutes North, and the longitude 136® 35' Eaft of Greenwich.— 
Land, or rather trees, were deferied from the maft-head, bearing from 
Eaft by South, to South Eaft by Eaft : when we were tolerably near 
them, the currents ran very ftrong to the South South W’eft : as we 
were not able to weather the Northernrnoft, we bore up to the leeward of 
it, and there now appeared to be four fmall ifles, the largeft of which 
was not more than five leagues in circumference. We ranged within 
three miles of the fhore, when we obferved a large village lituated on 
the fliorc of tlie ifland, in the midft of a grove of cocoa-nut trees ; every 
other part appeared to be an entire foreft, without one interval of 
cultivation. 

We were very foon vifited by a great number of canoes, containing, 
altogether, at leaft five hundred natives, all men. Each of thefe canoes 
held fix or feven people, and were of the fame conftru<ftion as thofe of 
the Sandwich Iflands. The natives alfo bore the appearance, and to our 
great aftonifhment, fpokc the language of the inhabitants of thofe ifles ; 
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and the rcfult of our obfervation is a conjcflurc, amounting almoft to a 1 7S8. 
firm belief, that they are of the fame race. They came along-Hde the (hip 
without ceremony and without arms, and fupplicd us with a confiderable 
quantity of frefli gathered cocoa-nuts and coir line, which was repaid 
by bits of iron hoop, of about an inch in length. 

When the piece of iron was held up to their attention, they were all 
feized with a kind of fileiit, but exprefTive joy, that cannot be deferibed : 
but the man who procured it, immediately began to caper and dance 
round the deck, and laying down on his back, tumbled and rolled about 
in fuch an extraordinary manner, that we really imagined he was fud- 
denly affedled by Tome very fingular diforder, till he rofe up and kiffed 
the bit of iron with thofe emotions of extravagant joy, which manifefted 
the extreme delight he felt at being In the pofleflion of what he efleemed 
fo great a treafure. flis comrades, from an anxious curiofity to fee it, 
crowded round him ; but in a moment he had plunged nimfelf into the 
fea, and then turning his head towards us, ahd again kifiing the bit of 
iron, he (warn haftily to the (hore. Sv veral iron hoops were now or- 
dered to be cut up, and each of our vifitors was gratified with a bit of 
the precious metal, who all left us with reiterated exprellioiis of the mofl: 
grateful acknowledgement. 

Thefe iflanders are of a frank, amiable and confidential dlfpofitlon ; 
and they found in return, that kii,d of reception fiom us, which they 
will not quickly forget. We chlerved, however, in their < anoes large 
mats, which, on enquiry, they informed us were ufed be them as coats 
of mail, and were capable of relifting the attack of a fjic ar ; indeed, fo 
clofe and ftrong is their texture, that at a very fmall difiance, they could 
fcarcely be penetrated by a ball from a pil oh It 'Appeared, therefore, 
and the refledion is not of a pleafing nature, that thde amiable people 
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1788. knew the arts, and, of courfc, muft frequently feel the horrors of wir^ 
ffiURUAau and that the god of battle beholds his vidlims in the remoteft corners 
of the globe. 

This groiijic of Iflands was originally difeovered by Captain Carteret, 
111 his vovag: round the woild. l!e was pleafed to give them the name of 
the Freewill ifles, from the frank and unreferved coiiduti^l of the inha- 
bitants. It may not. perhaps, be generally remembered, that one of them 
accompanied him in the Swallow: — He was called Tom Freewill, and 
died in his padage to the Celebes, 

The interval that had elapfed, fiom the period of Captain Carteret’s 
vifit to thefe iflands, to the time of our appearance before them, occu- 
pied fo confiderable a fpace, that this young man’s departure with 
him, might very naturally be fuppofed to have been forgotten by his 
countrymen. But, on the contrary, feveralof the natives pointed to the 
fhip, and then to fea, and by other fignificant geflures gave us tounder- 
ftaiid, th.it one of them had been carried away. As wc were well ac- 
quainted with the circumftancc from Captain Carteret’s journal, we, in 
return, informed tliem that their fugitive countryman was no more: 
when they all entered into an immediate conference, and then renewed 
their communications, with an air of per fed indifference. At leafl 
there did not appear to be any one among them who, as a friend or 
relation, expreffed the leafl concern for poor Tom Freewill’s fate ! 

We now refumed our courfe to the North Eafl, with a gentle gale 
from the Weft North Weft. On pafTing to the Northward of the 
iflands, we obferved that they were conneded by very dangerous reefs of 
jocks, which extended three or four miles in every diredion. At funfet, 
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the body of the iflands bore North North Weft, at the dlftance of four 
leagues. 

The weather on the aSth became fqually 5 the wind veering conti- 
nually from North to North Eaft, fo that we feldom made good our 
courfe better than Eaft, or Eaft by South. At noon the latitude was 
o® 55', the winds light, with heavy fqualls of rain, and much thunder 
and lightning. 

On the 29th in the morning, as we were ftanding to the North, with 
a light air from the South Eaft, land was difeovered from the maft-head; 
as we ranged up with it, we found it to be the Freewill Ifles. This was 
a circumftance whicli we could noteafily reconcile ; and as the iflands in 
this ocean bear a ftrong refemblance to each other, we, at firft, thought 
that we muftbe miftaken; but the point was foon fettled by the arrival 
of many of our late friends, who came paddling through the reefs to 
bring us a prefent of cocoa-nuts, for which, they were with fome dif- 
ficulty perfuaded to take any thing in return. One man,, in particular, 
held up a bit of iron which he had received from us but two days be- 
fore, as a token that he remembered his benefactors. 

At noon the latitude was 7' North ; and, by a medium of the fe- 
veral diftances of the fun and moon, the longitude was 137° 10' Eaft. 
The body of Freewill Ifles now bore South Eaft half Eaft, at the dif- 
tance of four leagues ; which leaves them in the latitude of o® 56' North 
of the Line, and in the longitude of 137® Eaft of Greenwich, 

The currents muft on the 28th have fwept us bodily to leeward ; but, 
as we Imagined, not with fo much force as to occafion our falling 
in again with thefe iflands; — on the contrary, we found that, on 
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1788. ftanding to the North, for the hft twenty*four hours, though we were 

i’vl’hy'i ft-efing Eaft, our courfe was not much better than South, a little 

Eallerly. 

We did not lofe fight of thefe iflands till the firll of March ; when, at 
noon, our latitude was 1® 40' North ; the wind, as ufual, veering from 
North Eaft, to Eaft North Eaft. The weather was gloomy, unfettled, 
and very fultry. At times, we had heavy fqualls of rain, which 
proved very unwholefome for the crew, from conllant damps, a clofc 
atmofphere, and wet cloaths. To thefe unpleafant circumftanccs may 
be added, our flow progrefs to the North, which fo affeded their fpirits, 
and of courfe relaxed their aflivity, that all the attention and care of the 
officers were requifite, to check the progrefs of fuch an alarming evil. 
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Extreme Heat of the Weather. try tetnpefuous. — Spring the Foretnaji.^ 
Lofs of fome of the Cattle.^^Lofe all the Goats. —■•DeJiruSiion of many of the 
Plants intended for the Sandwich IJles.^Reafons for pointing the Ship's Courfe 
to the North Wejl^ ^c.-^Mode of viSlualHng the Crew. Occupations on 
Board. — Intention of Building a Vejfel of fifty Tons in King George's Sound. 
— Carpenters complete her Moulds and ModeU’-^Chtnefe Carpenters ignorant 
of Shlp-building.-^Great Burthen of the Chinefe Junks.^Parsy felcSied to 
remain in King George's Sound. — Experience the Tail of a Tiffoon.^Change 
of the Monfoons. ^Terrible EffeSls of Tifioonsy in the Chinefe Seas and 
Northern Pacific Ocean. 

the id of March, the longitude of the (hip, by a medium of 
feveral diftances of the fun and moon, was 136° 37' Eaft of Green- 
wich, and the latitude 2° 52' North. At this time, the variation of the 
compafs was 2° 30' Eaft, and the quickfilver In the thermometer wab 
at 86, and often at 90, fo that we fuffered very much from the extremity 
of the heat. 

The currents very feldom allowed us to make our courfe better than 
by South Eaft ; and hitherto there appeared no probability of being able 
to weather New Guinea. We had, indeed, conquered the North Cape ; 
but there remained New Ireland, New Hanover, and many different 
groupes and clufters of iftands, to thcNorthward of the Line, and many de- 
grecs to the Eaftward of our fituation. If we had purfued our courfe, 
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muft have determined either to proceed through Dampier’s Straits, or 
thole difcovered by Captain Carteret, which divide New Britain from 
New Hanover ; but if both thcfe palTages were rejcded, there was no 
alternative left but to ftand to the Northward and Weftward ; and to en- 
deavour to obtain as much of the former as would permit us to tack and 
weather all. On a due coniideration of our circumftances and fituation, 
the laft was preferred ; the Ihip therefore was tacked, and flood to the 
North Wefl, with the wind at North Eafl,— a point the moft diflrefling 
to us of the whole compafs. 

Tl:c flock of frefli provifions we received at Samboingan was fufficient 
to lafl us till this time ; a circumftance which was attended with the two- 
fold advantage of faving the fait provifions, and conducing to the health of 
the crew. A plentiful allowance of water was continued, as the beft 
prelcrvativc againft the feurvy; and, if a diminution of this article 
flioiild be requifite in any part of the paflage, we naturally determined 
it Ihould take place in the colder latitudes, as, at prefent, an extreme and 
clofc heat required every liquid aid to preferve health, by fuflalning per- 
fplration. 

On the 3d, the weather became extremely tempefluous. We had con- 
tinual fqualls from the North Eafl, accompanied by deluges of rain, 
which very frequently obliged us to fliorten fail. Our courfe was feldom 
better than North Wefl, though we fometimes were enabled to make a 
tack or two to the Eafl South Eafl and Eafl, when the fquall was favour- 
able. In this fituation, at noon, we found the forcinafl dangeroufly 
fprung below the hounds ; every exertion therefore was required to fecurc 
it, as a very heavy fea occafioned the Ihip to pitch exceedingly. The 
top-maft and top-'gallant-maft were accordingly got down on deck, and 

the 
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the fails unbent ; ftagcs were alfo prepared round the head of the maft, 1788. 
and the carpenters were immediately employed in preparing fifhes. March. 

This misfortune was accompanied with fcveral others of a very morti- 
fy iiig nature. The late bad weather and rolling of the (hip, had deftroyed 
fome of the cattle and many of the plants, in particular a fine orange- 
tree, in full bloom ; and half of the cinnamon-trees which we had re- 
ceived at Samboingan. There, however, yet remained alive one bull 
and a cow, and one cow calf ; but the goats were all killed in one day 
by a fudden roll of the (liip. Of the plants we (Hll poffelTed a lime and 
an orange-tree, in full vigour, with (lx cinnamon, and feveral fmaller 
plants of various kinds. 

On the 4th, at noon, the latitude, by double altitudes, was 3® o' North ; Tuefday 4 
and the longitude, deduced from the lad obfervation of the fun and 
moon, 137° 59' Ead of Greenwich. The wind blew from the North 
Ead, and we purfued our courfe to the Ead South Ead. The weather 
was dark and tempeduous, with heavy fqualls of wind and rain, which 
raifed a confufed fea. 

It was not till the 5th, that the mad was fecured, the fifhing of which Wednefday 5 
was a bufinefs of no common difficulty; and, after all, we were not 
without the mod anxious apprehenfions that it would not dand againd 
the blowing and dormy weather we cxpefled to meet to the Northward 
of the tropical latitudes. 

Tillthei2thwe continued to embrace any favourable moments of the We 4 nefd.yia 
wind. Whenever it veered to the Ead North Ead, we tacked and dood 
to the Northward and Wedward; and, if it veered to the North, our 
courfe was bent to the Eadward. It feldom, however, permitted our 
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llaiiding long on either tack ; for it generally blew very ftrong, with 
, heavy fqualls of rain. Our latitude, at noon, was therefore but 3® 1 5' 
North, and the longitude 144° af' Eaft; and on the 17th, wc had ad- 
vanced no further than f 25' North, and 146® 30' Eaft. Such was our 
tedious progrefs, which, together with a continuance of the moft un- 
pleafant and unwholefome weather, tended, more or lefs, to difpirit 
every one on board. But this was not all ; the continual damps, proceed- 
ing from the frequent rains, and the people being, from the fame cir- 
cumftance, fo often, as well as fo long in wet cloathing, together with 
moift decks, awakened our apprehenfions to encrealing fymptoms of the 
feurvy. In this fituation, we doubted very much whether we fliould be 
able to weather the iflands of New Ireland or New Hanover, which 
bore off us not only Eaft South Eaft, but many d^rees to the Eaft- 
ward. Wc had worked into our prefent pofition immediately in the 
wind’s eye. 

Some of the difficulties which would probably attend the purfuing of 
our firft track, have already been mentioned ; nor were we to hope for 
a change from the fun’s near approach to the equinoftial. Tedious 
calms, attended with heavy rains, were naturally to be expelled with a 
vertical fun. A fmall portion of our voyage was yet performed, and an 
immenfe track yet lay before us, to reach to the i6oth degree of longi- 
tude, when we muft iieceffarily crofs the Line. 

According to the manner in which we had proceeded, we ftiould not, in 
all probability, gain that objeft before the 10th of April on the other 
hand, if we ftcered to the North Weft, we had grounds for expelling a 
change of wind in our favour, if not the monfoon, by the ift of April : — 
it was, therefore, again refolved to weather the Philippines, and point 
our courfc ftcadily to the North Weft. 


With 
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With plenty of water, each man was allowed half a pint of fpirits in the 1 788. 

courfe of the day, two-thirds of which were mixed with water, and the re- 
mainder, at this time, ferved in its raw ftate, which often proved a falutary 
and cheering cordial in the rainy weather. I'he provifions were ordered in 
the heft manner we could conceive to preferve health, or, at leaft, to 
check the progrefs of difeafe. — In the morning and evening tea and fugar 
were ferved Olit to the crew ; — they had abundance of rice, peas, and 
barley, which, with flour and fruit, were ferved with every pofiiblc va- 
riety they would admit. The pork and beef were always well fleeped, 
and the conftant ufe of vinegar was called in aid to contribute its (hare 
towards correcting the bad efFeCts of falted provifions. 

We kept (landing on to the North Weft, and nothing material hap- Sunday 30. 
pened, between the lad and the prefent date. The w^eather was now, in-- 
deed become extremely plcafant, and the heavy fqualls of wind and rain 
which had fo continually diftrefied us, were, for the prefent, entirely 
diflipated. At noon the latitude was 21'’ 2' North, and the longitude 
139® 48' Eaft ; the variation of the compafs 4® 24' Eaft. During this run 
we every day faw large flocks of birds, fome of which we perceived to 
be of that fpecies which never fly far from land. 

We embraced the opportunity which was afforded us by the prefent 
favourable weather, to overhaul our fails, and prepare for the tempeftu- 
ous weather wc had every rcafon to expedt in our progrefs to the North, 
cfpccially near Japan. Two complcat new fuits of fails were prepared, 
new roped, lined and middle ditched ; all the old fdls were, at the fame 
time, put in a tolerable date. 

The coopers, armourers, and other artifans were always properly cm- 
ployedy dither in the immediate fervice of the (hip, or according to 
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1788. their (kill, in preparing articles of trade for the American market. — 
March. Chincfc armourers were very ingenious, and worked with fuch a 

degree of facility that wc preferred them to thofe of Europe. The in- 
ftruments they employ in their work are extremely fimple, and they very 
(hortly accomplilh any defign that is placed before them. 

The carpenters were alfo at work in preparing the moulds and model 
for a Hoop of fifty tons that was defigned to be built immediately on 
Mia- arrival in King George's Sound, as fuch a veflcl would be of the 
utmufi utility, not only in colleding furs, but in exploring the coaft. 

Our head carpenter was a young man of much ingenuity and pro- 
fefTional (kill, who had ferved his time in Ixindon ; but the Chinefe artifi- 
cers in tills branch had not the leaft idea of our mode of naval architec- 
ture. Tiic veflelsof their nation which navigate the China and adjacent 
leas, are of a conftrudion peculiar to them. In vefifels of a thoufand 
tons burtlien not a particle of iron is ufed ; their very anchors arc 
fi/i'incd of wood, and their enormous falls made of matting. Yet thefc 
floating bodies of timber are able to encounter any tempefluous weather, 
hold a remarkable good wind, fail well, and are worked with fucli faci- 
lity and care as to call forth the aftoniihment of European ffilois. It 
was, therefore, a matter of fome difficulty to turn the profeffional Ikill 
of our Chinefe carpenters to a mode of application fo entirely different 
from their own habitual experience and pradlicc. 

A party was feleifled from the crew who were to be left on (hore with 
the artificers, to be employed in building the velTel. This arrangement 
was made at fuch an early period, in order that the people might be fully 
prepared, immediately on our arrival in the Sound, to begin their intended 
operations. It is true that we had no one article in readinefs for the 
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pvirpofc t our timber was ftauding in the forefts of America^ the iron 1788* 
work was, as yet, in rough bars on board, and the cordage which was 
to be formed into ropes, was yet a cable. Nevcrthelefs, encouraged by 
that fpirit of ardent hope which animates man to oppofc the difficulties 
of life, and invigorates life itfelf, we looked forward with a kind of cer- 
tain expedation that our purpofe wouldrbe effeded, and that the vcffel 
in contemplation would be adually laiuiched fome time in the month 
of Odober. 

On the iftof April at noon, the latitude was 22® a6' North, and the Tuefday i 
longitude 139° 38' Eaft. The weatlK-r feemed to have acquired a fettled 
gloom, the clouds were uncommonly black and heavy, and, throughout 
the day, there was much thunder, and lightning. Numerous flocks of 
birds pafled us from the windward, making loud noifes in their paffage, 
as if appreheaflve of bad weather. We alfo pafled fome rock-weed, 
which was a fign of being at no very great diftance from land. 

On the 2d, the thunder and lightning encreafed, whhout being ac- Wednefday 2 
companied with any confiderable degree of wind. The fea, neverthe- 
lefs, was in an unufual commotion, and the (hip pitched fo heavy, that 
the head-rails were carried away, and fome other injuries fuftained.— 

Towards noon it became fqually, and we experienced fevcral puffs of 
wind from every point of the compafs, which, with the encreafng 
darknefs, left us no doubt of the approach of a very violent florm. — 

The top-gailant yards and marts were got down on deck, — the 
main-fail furled,— the top-fails clofe reefed, and the mizen balanced. 

All the fails were handed, except the main top-fail, which it was judged 
prudent to keep abroad : in this fituation we waited the coming of the 
tempeft ; nor did it difappoint our expeftations. At two P. M, the wind 
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fhifted to the South, and began to blow ftrong in (qualh: the fliip’a 
head was kept to the North Eaft ; it thundered and lightened with great 
violence, and at half pad three an heavy fquall came from the South 
Eaft, iiiftantly followed by another from the South Weft, both of 
which blew, for a ftiort time, with alternate and incredible fury; the 
latter, however, prevailed, and continued blowing from the South Weft for 
near an hour. Indeed, the meeting of thefe two fqualls to leeward of us, 
was tremendous, and the fea was carried to fuch an height as to keep the 
horizon in a continual foam. Happily for us, we experienced only the 
tail of this tuftbon or whirlwind; but, as it was, weexpeded every mo- 
ment to have the mafts fhattered to pieces ; the main top-fail having been 
fwept away, and frittered to threads. 

The fea foon rofe to fuch an alarming height, that It became neceflary 
to fet the fore- fail and feud before the ftorm, in order to preferve the 
ftiip, which plowed her way with furprifing fwiftiiefs. It now blew 
from the South Eaft with a prodigious fea, before which we kept fteer- 
ing. Thus we were feudding along, when, to the leeward of us, 
we perceived the water to rife many feet above the level of the 
fea in circles, which formed a beautiful but awful fight; fo that 
we were obliged to perform the very unpleafant, and, indeed, rather 
dangerous operation, of heaving to in fuch a high fea, to avoid running 
into the dreadful vortex before us, which continued, as it were, to fweep 
the horizon till five o’clock ; when this alarming whirlwind fubfided, 
and fettled in an heavy gale from the South Weft, before which wc 
feudded to the North Eaft, 

To thofc who have read Kempfer’s Hiftory of Japan, the violence of 
this tufFoon will not be confidered as a circumftance that borders on 
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phacaomenon, — fuch horrid gufts of wind being at certain periods, accord- 
bg to that writer, the common diflurbers of thofe feas ; though we had 
feveral old and experienced feamen in the (hip, who had never before feen 
any thing of this terrible nature. We, however, confolcd ourfclves with 
the belief that it was the critical moment when the Monfoons changed ; 
more particularly as the ftorm from the South Weft blew in fuch a 
fteady current. 

Had this ftorm happened when it was dark, it might have proved fatal ; 
as it was, we were not a little furprifed that foiVie of the mafts or yards 
were not carried away : however, we were not fufficiently recovered from 
our alarms, to venture upon fetting much fail during the fucceeding 
night. 

The period when the Monfoons change in the China feas, and the 
Northern Pacific Ocean, is a time that ftiould be dreaded by every ftiip 
that navigates them. Thefe changes are generally in the months of 
April and Odober, though they fometimes haj^pen not only much 
earlier, but alfo much later in the fcafon. That whicli is confidered as 
moft dangerous, is the variation from the North Eaft: to the South Weft, 
when ftorms very generally trouble thofe feas. They arc remarkably 
violent on the'eoaft of Japan ; but when they arife into a tuiToon, no 
powxr or ftrength can withftand them. The ruin they fometimes occa- 
fioii is almoft incredible ; — nor is it lefs difficult to conceive with 
what fury they blow from every point of the compafs. 

The Chinefe, dread beyond all meafure, thefe violent hurricanes, which 
fometimes fweep large villages and their inhabitants to deftruiSlion ; at 
other times whole harvefts are diffipated by their deftrudlive breath, and 
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famine follows.-— From a iimilar caufe, in the year 1787, accompanied 
with cxceffive drought, a moft dreadful dearth prevailed throughout the 
Southern provinces of China, by which an incredible number of people 
perilhed. It was no uncommon thing at Canton to fee the famiflied 
wretch breathing his laft ; while mothers thought it a duty to deftroy 
their infant children, and the young to give the ftroke of fate to the 
aged, to fave them from the agonies of fuch a dilatory death. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Land fttn^ but previnted from approaching it^^Difcovery of I/lands, which we 
named Grampus TJles, — Feel the Weather extremely coldy with the prohabk 
Reafon of it. — Number of Birds feen.— Pafs by great ^antities of Rock* 
weed. — Difccver a fiupend.m\ Rockywhich we named Lot* sWife, — ^he Rafter 
of an Houfey and a Piece of Canoe feen floating on the Water. — ‘Tetnpefluous 
Weather. — AFurtle feen fleeping on the Seay &c.*^Weather becomes flormy as 
the American Coafl is approacheJ,*^Crofs the Tracks of the Refolution and 
Difcovery.*^Error of the Ship's Reckoning ^c. — A Sea Parrot feen for 
the flrfl Time. — Extraordinary Brightnefs in the Atmofpherey and to what 
Caufe attrihuted.**~Tbe Coafl of America feen.**APrincefs Royal fails out of 
King George* s Sound.^^-Diftrefs of the Felice, m Friendly 

Cove, in Rang George's Sound, 

the 3(1 of April, the weather became moderate, and the ftorm 
fubfided ; but about noon, the wind Ihifted to North Weft, and 
blew with extreme violence, accompanied by a ftrong and mountainous 
fca. Our courfe was to the Eaft by North, under clofe reefed top-fails 
and fore-fail. The latitude was 24® 56' North, and the longitude 
143° 39' Eaft of Greenwich. 

Towards night it again moderated, when we made fall the wind 
now fhifted to the Eaft South Eaft, and we ftood to the North Eaft 
till the 4th ; when the wind fixed itfelf in the North Eaft quarter, and Friday 4 
we accordingly ftood to the North Weft, with fine and moderate 
weather. 


In 
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In this fituation, land was (een bearing Eaft North Eaft, diftant eight 
leagues, Immediately in the 'wind's eye, which prevented us from 
approaching it. Our latitude at noon was 24° 44' North, and longitude, 
deduced from our laft lunar obfervations, 145® 41' Eaft of Greenwich. 
We regretted very much that we were not able to approach this land, as 
we knew of none in this part of the Northern Pacific Ocean. As we were 
fleering to the North Weft, wc foon entirely loft fight of it. 

On the 5th, the wind fhifted to the South Eaft, which enabled us 
to fteer to the North Eaft, when at two o’clock in the afternoon we 
thought land was vlfible to the Eaft South Eaft ; but the weather w'as 
fo extremely hazy, that it could not be afcertaiiied whether it was land 
or a ftvr-bank. At three, however, land was feen in the North Eaft 
riglit a*head, hut the weather continued to be fo thick and foggy, that the 
ilircflion in which it extended could not b; difeerned. At half paft four, 
wc V. ("le ubreaft ot it, at tlic diftance of live or fix miles, when it ap- 
pealed to be an iflaud, but of no great extent. It now rained very 
hard, and the armolpiiere remained fo hazy, that our obfervations of the 
land were ratlicr Impcrfefl. It however appeared to be one of thofe 
baircn ides fo frequently found in tlicfc feas. — Its length might be fif- 
teen or fixtceii iiiiha from North to South; the fliore feemed to be 
inacccftiblc to boats, from a great furf beating agalnft the rocks, which 
terminated abruptly in the fea. The interior parts of the country ap- 
peared to he high, and a few folltary trees were very fparingly fcattcred 
on their declivities. We failed along the ftiores of this ifland till fix 
o’clock, when another ifland opened to our view, which was feparated 
from tlie former by a channel of three or four leagues. It now blew 
very ftrong, with rain, and fo thick a fog, that we could fee no diftance 
a^head. 


Though 
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Though the gale was favourable, yet, from the appearance of the 
wenther, it was thought prudent to (horten fail, and remain under fuch 
as would enable us to haul to the wind on cither tack. The utmoft 
vigilance and attention was employed to guard as much as poliible againft 
any danger, and we failed, as ufual, all night with thecourfes hauled up 
in tl^ bn ils. Thefe ifles, of which we could not dlfcern the number, 
were named Grampus Ifles, from feeing a large grampus fpouting up 
water clofe to the fhore, which is a very uncommon fight in thofe feas. 

The night of tlia 5th, was very tempefluous, with conflant rain ; but 
to confole us for theie Inconvcniurces, we had a lair gale, with which 
we made great way to the North Eafl. 

On the 6th, the wind fliifteJto the North Weft, which brought us 
clear weather, and blew a fteady gale. At noon the latitude was 27® 30' 
North, and the longitude 148^37' Eaft. At tills time the variation of 
the compafs W'as 3® 20' Eaft. 

Our progrefs to the North now became very rapid, and we experienced 
a very fudden tranfition f om heat to cold. Having juft left a climate 
where the heats had been inteiife and opjircf 've, it was very natural tlie 
adlve operations of cold fhoiild be very fcnfibly felt by the wliole crew. 
This circumftance liowever, enabled us to reduce the allowance of water 
from a gallon to five pints per man, without any inconvenience what- 
ever arifing from fuch an alteratioiK 

The favourable gale at North Weft continued till the eighth at noon. 
The latitude then was 28® 58' North, and the longitude 154° lo^ Eaft. — 
Our principal object was to get to the Noich a: faft as pofiiblr, in order 
to benefit by the ftrong Wcftcriy winds, as well as to run down our 
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longitude in an high latitude. This North Weft gale continued to us 
the fharp piercing cold which has been already mentioned. 


The next clay \vc pafled by a confiderable quantity of rock- weed, 
which we imagined to be but lately broken off, and for fcveral days we 
had feen great numbers of birds. Wc were now confidcrably to the 
Northward of the fovcral fmall iflands fcattcrcd either within or about 
the tropic, iu the Northern l^acific Ocean. We could not, therefore, form 
any probable conjedure from whence this weed came, and whither the 
birds .retired at night, as they regularly left us about funfet, and took 
their flight to the Eaft. 

About nine o’clock in the morning, a .fail was deferied from the maft- 
head, and, in about half an hour a large (hip was feen from the deck. She 
appeared to be under an extraordinary croud of fail, and exhibited a very 
Angular figure, for notone of us, even with the afliftance of glalTes, could 
make out which way (he was ftanding. The fight of a (hip in thofe feas 
was fuch anunufual circumftance, that for (bme time conjedure was at a 
lofs concerning it. At length, however, it was determined to be a galleon, 
bound to China from New Spain, and by fome cafiialty driven thus far 
to the Northward ; though the track of thofe flnps to Manilla, is gene- 
rally between the parallels of 13® and 14'' North latitude. In conrequence 
of this opinion, feveral letters were written to inform our friends in Cliina 
of ourfafety, and the progrefs we had made in the voyage. This extra- 
ordinary delufion, for it was no more, continued till vve were within two 
leagues of the objedl; when, on viewing it with aglafs, it was difeovered 
to be an huge rock ftanding alone amid the waters. — The firft among 
us who became Icnfiblc of the deception remained filent, and diverted 
themlelves with the ftrange conjeaures and humorous obfervations of 
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the failors, one of whom was fo certain of its being a (hip, that he was 1788. 
convinced he faw her colours. Its appearance did, indeed, very ftrongly 
rcfcmble a firft-rate man of war, under a croud of fail ; and fuch was 
its (hape, that, at a certain diftance, it held forth to the eye the form of 
every particular fail belonging to a (hip. As we ranged up with this 
rock, our furprife was proportionably augmented, and the failors were 
more than difpofed to believe that fome fupernatural power had fuddenly 
transformed it into its prefent (hape. It obtained the name of Lot's 
and is one of the mod wonderful objects, taken in all its circum- 
(lances, which I ever beheld 

By noon we were abreaft of it ; when it bore Eaft North Eaft four 
miles. The latitude was 29® 50' North, and the longitude 142° 23' 

Eaft of Greenwich. The waves broke again ft its rugged front with a 
fury proportioned to the immenfe diftance they had to roll before they 
were interrupted by it. It rofe almoft perpendicular to the height, 
according to the tables, of near three hundred and fifty feet. A (mail 
black rock appeared juft above the water, at about forty or fifty yards 
from its Weftern edge. There was a cavern on its South Eaft- 
ern fide, into which the waters rolled with an awful and tremen- 
dous noife. In regarding this ftupendous rock, which ftood alone in an 
immenfe ocean, we could not but confider it as an objed which had 
been able to refift one of thofe great convuKions of nature that change 
the very form of thofe parts of the globe which they are permitted to 
defolatc. 

This day, at noon, our latitude was 33'’ 18' North, and the longitude Saturday u 
161° Eaft, with a fteady gale from the Southward, We pafled by a 
great quantity of rock-weed, and faw fevcral large flocks of birds. In 
the evening a piece of timber, which appeared to be the rafter of an houfe, 

and 
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1788. and apiece of a canoe, were feen floating upon the water, and foon after 
April. q that appeared to have been newly cut. Thcfe were certain 

indications of land, and occafioned, if poffible, an added exertion of 
vigilance, as this part of the Pacific Ocean is entirely unknown. 

In the evening of this day the weather became gloomy and overcafl, 
with every ufual appearance of an approaching florm. It blew flrong 
Sunday 13 throughout the night, and on the following day, at noon, the gale was 
confiderably encreafed. The topgallant yards and marts were accordingly 
got down on deck, and every other precaution taken to provide againft 
the bad weather that threatened us. Our apprehcnfions were fhortly re- 
alized; for about four o’clock, it blew with fuch violence from the 
South, that we were obliged to clofe reef the topfails, and hand the 
mainfail. The wind was accompanied with fmall rain and thick wea- 
ther. Wc parted by large quantities of weed; and the furface of the fea 
was covered with a reddifh fpawn, that extended feveral miles. It foon 
after blew a perfed rtorm; the topfails were therefore immediately 
handed, and we feudded before it under a forefail, followed by a very 
heavy fea.— In this fituation, we were overtaken by a mort violent guft 
of wind, which made us apprehenrtve of fome material damage. — But 
very fortunately the topfails had been handed in time, and, the forefall 
being now reefed, we continued to purfue our courfe. In this heavy 
guft the wind fhifted to the Weft, and raifed a very confufed fea, which 
broke on our decks, and endangered the boats ; but, in ftiifting its point, 
Mondays the wind did not abate its violence, nor did at all fubfide till the 14th, 
when the latitude was 36° 20' North, and the longitude itf Eaft. 

It was determined to run down our longitude, as much as poflible, in 
the parallel of 40° North ; and, as it was an unknown track, we were not 
without the hope of meetbg with land, previous to our gaining fight of 

1 the 
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the Continent of America, evident figns of which had been obferved by 1788. 
Captain Cook, as well as by us, in this latitude. -Indeed, from the va- 
rlous clrcumftances which have already been related, it is highly probable 
that there is land in this part of the Northern Pacific Ocean. 

The tempefluous weather continued till the 17th, when the wind Thurfdiyn 
veered to Eaft South Eaft, and blew with angnaented violence. It mode- 
rated, however, at noon, when the latitude was 38^ 51' North, and the 
longitude 175® 10' Eaft. — Though advanced fo far North, we this day 
pafled a large turtle deeping on the water, which being awakened 
by the iioife of tliefhip, immediately funk. Large flocks of birds ftill 
continued to frequent us, and the rock-weed became a common objeft. — 

We now experienced a great degree of cold, and the morning and even- 
ing air, in particular, was uncommonly (harp. The variation of the 
compafs was 9° 20' Eaft. 

Storm fucceeded ftorm till the 23d, when the weather broke, and Wcdnefdayaj 
the wind moderated. Tiiefe violent gales from the Northward and 
Weftward, not only brought with them a biting cold, but alfo fleet and 
fnow, which made conflderable depredations on our ftock. — Wc felt 
however, the fatisfa(ftion of having fair winds, principally from the South 
Weft, from which quarter it blew very hard ; but when it (hlfted to the 
North Weft, it encrcafed beyond the power of defeription, with a great 
and mountainous fea. We had fortunately embraced a favourable oppor- 
tunity of bending a new fuit of fails, as tlie old ones muft have been 
{battered to pieces by the violence of thefe ftorms. The air was fharp, 
like that of bleak froft in England, which more fcnflbly affeded us, 
from our long continuance in tropical climates. Indeed we were not 
without occafional fliowcrs of fnow and hail. Flocks of birds, and large 
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quantities of rock-weed, continued to encourage an anxious expcdlatlon 
of feeing land. 

On the 23d, at noon, we paffed the trunk of a large tree. Our lati- 
tude was 41° 35' North, and the longitude was 189° 23' Eaftof Green- 
wich. We now began to draw nigh to the American ftiore, which was 
a very defirable circuinftance, as, among other prefling reafons, the (hip 
was become extremely light, from the great expenditure of provifions and 
water. We had, indeed, been of late extremely fortunate in our winds, 
but much more fo in the health of the crew, who felt no other incon- 
venience but what arofe from fo quick a tranfition from heat to cold. 

During the night it blew ftrong from the Weft North Weft, with 
cold rain. On the morning of the 24th the wind backed round to the 
Southward and Eaftward, a certain prelude of blowing weather; and at 
noon it blew fo hard as to oblige us to hand every fail ; and, till three in 
tiic afternoon, we fuffered as fierce a ftorm as we ever remembered to 
have feen, with a greater iea than we had hitherto experienced. There 
was alfo continual rain, and the cold did not abate its feverity. The 
rigging fuffered confiderably, and the fhip ftrained very much in her roll- 
ing ; nor were we without our apprehenfions for the crippled foremaft. 
But, amid this fevere and tempeftuous weather, we enjoyed the confo- 
latory reflexion that we were every moment approaching nearer to the 
deftined port. 

On the 25th the weather moderated, and the wind veered to the Weft 
North Weft. 1 he latitude, at noon, was 43° North, and the longitud’e 
by account, 196'’ 28' Eaft. It blew a ftrong gale fiom the Weft South 
Weft, with clear weather ; and wc made good our courfe to the Eaft 

North 
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North Eaft, running feldom Icfs than fifty leagues a day. From the 
23d we had experienced a continual fucceflion of gales. We were occa- 
fionally favoured with an hour or two of clear weather, which was always 
fucceeded by a return of fiorm ; fo that We were never able to fet more 
than a clofe-retfed topfall.-^Our run was no lefs than 230 leagues in this 
ihort period. Indeed the weather not only continued to be cold and com- 
fortlefs, burwas, at times, fo very cloudy, that we found no opportu- 
nity of taking any lunar obfervations, in order to afeertain, with any 
degree of accuracy, the run of the (hip. 

The fame weather continued, and we purfued our courfe without any 
novelty of fituation or circumftance, till the 30th, when a fecond fpar 
paffed by, which from its appearance, and a notch that had been re- 
cently cut in one end of it, could not have been long in the water. — The 
birds had forfaken us In the beginning of the late tempeftuous weather, 
and we no longer faw the floating rock-wced, which had, for feme time 
paft, been a daily obje^St. 

We had now twice eroded the tracks of the Refolutlon and the Dif- 
covery in thelc feas : that on their return from the Coad of Japan to 
Cnina, and their later track from Oonalathka to the Sandwich Iflands. 
Captain Cook had formed fome flight coDjedure of there being land 
between thefe tracks and the coall: of America, and our prefent courfe 
running diredly through that part of the fen, it is mofl probable that we 
ftiould have oifeovered it, if there had been any fo contiguous to tlie 
American fhorc. 

On our entrance into the month of May, the weather became not only 
moderate but pleafant the wind blew from the South, and we purfued 
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our courfe to the Eaftward. The latitude, at noon, was 46® 5' North, 
and the longitude, by a medium of feveral diftances of the fun and 
moon, only 212® 5' Eaft of Greenwich ; whereas, by account, we were 
in 221® 41' Eafi: — This material difference muff have arifen from the 
variety of contrary currents we cxpeiienced in the low latitudes, as wxll 
as thofe which may be fuppofed to have fft us to the Wcftward, on our 
tacking to the North. We had every reafo 11, therefore, toconjedurethat 
we mult have approached the vicinity of Japan ; and that we accom- 
pliflied our paffage to the North between the iflaiids ofLadrone and the 
New Carolines, The variation of the compafs we now found to be 
21® 18' Eaft. 


Thv wind continued to be favourable, though it occalionally blew in 
ftrong fqnalls. The latitude, at noon, was 48® 10' North; and the longi- 
tude, deduced from the laft obfervations, 223® 22' Eaft. In the begin- 
ning it became foggy, and blew from the South South Weft in heavy 
fqualls, which obliged us to heave to, for the firft time, under the reefed 
forefail. However, as it moderated in the morning, we bore up, and pur- 
fued our courfe to the Eaftward. 

Wc experienced a ftrong gale till the 7th, when, at noon, the latitude 
was 49° 28' North, and the longitude, by a medium of feveral dlftances 
of the fun and moon, 228® 26' Eaft. 

On this day, at noon, the latitude was 49® 28' North. In the evening 
we faw a fea-parrot, and pafled a piece of drift-wood. We had frequent 
fqualls of hail and fnow, but the weather was more moderate than we 
had known it for fomc time. 


On 
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On the loth, the latimde was 49° 3*' 5 longitude, by the me- ,788. 

dlum of fevcral fights, 230® 52' Eaft, and only 3^ from King George’s 
Sound. We kept running, during the night, under a prefs of fail, di- 
reaiy in for the American coaft. The whole atmofphere was in a ftate 
of illumination, which we attributed to the reflexion of vaft mountains 
of fnow on the continent : nor were wemiftaken; for, on the- morning 
of the I ith'bf May, the long-wiQied for land of America appeared, bear- 
ing Eaft by South, at the diftance of 13 leagues. It confiftcd of a ridge 
of mountains, whofe fiimmits were hid in the clouds. This land might 
be feen thirty leagues in clear weather. As we clofed in with it in 
the evening, the vapours cleared away from the tops of the mountains. 

At noon the latitude was, by double altitudes, 49° 35' North, and King 
George’s Sound bore nearly Eaft of us. We kept ftandlng in for the 
land, and when within four leagues of it, the wind veered to the 
South Eaft by Eaft, which obliged us to tack andftand to fea, the wind 
blowing almoft immediately out of the Sound, which we now plainly 
difeerned. 

A veflel was now feen under the weather land of the Sound, bear- 
ing down to us; hut as we were under a prefs of fail, and niglit coming 
on, we could not fpeak to her, without much inconvenience; but we 
neverthelefs knew her to be the Princefs Royal, of London, on a trading 
voyage for the furs of /Vmerica. 

The night of the i ith was a dreadhil one ; fueli heavy L;ufls and 
of wind fucceeded each other, that we wxre piw.nad from carrying any 
fail. Thefe fqualls brought hail and fnow along with rii in; and, to- 
wards midnight, it blew a perfed ftorm. When the mornhig broke, wc 
had loft fight of land, and the (hip had ftramed fo much, that \vc. li.id (ix 
feet water in the hold, with two pumps difabled ; nor did this gale mo- 
derate 
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1788. derate till the 12th at noon, when the (hip was wore, and we flood in for 
the land, bailing the water from the hold, which was rather encreafing 
on us. The lai.tude was 49° 26' North. We therefore kept (landing in 
for the land till feven o’clock in the evening, when that comfortable ob- 
je6^ was again very clearly difeerned : but we had another mortification to 
fuffer, for we found that the late (lorm had blown us to leeward of the 
Sound. We were therefore under the provoking necefiity of tacking once 
more, and (landing out to fea, with the wind at North North Wed ; the 
Sound bearing North Ead, at the didance of feven leagues. 

The night of tlie 12th was fo temped uou?, that we were obliged to lay 
to under ihe reefed forefall, all the crew being employed in bailing the 
water out of the hold; as it was not in our. power to refit the pumps for 
immediate fcrvicc. 

iiicidii) 13 On the morning of the 13th the wind veered to the South by Ead, 
blowing as hard as ever, with heavy rain, when the (hip was wore, and 
her head pointed in for the land. About eight it moderated, when fi\il 
was immediately m.'dc, and, by ten o’clock, we happily anchored in 
Fiiendly Cove, in King George’s Sound, abread of the village of Nootka, 
in four fathoms water, and within an hundred yards of the (hore, after a 
paflage of three months and twenty-three days from China. The 
reader who has accompanied us through our long, difficult, and haraflTed 
voyage, will eafily conceive the grateful joy we experienced on our arrival 
in fafety at the harbour which we had fought with fuch continued toil, 
and through fuch various dangers. • 

It cannot be thought improper, as I trud it will not prove altogether 
idelefs, to offer fuch obfervations as occurred to me on the palTage from 
China to the North Wed Coad of America. 


It 
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It would not be prudent for fhips bound to America, to purfue our 
route, if they arc not ready for fea by the middle of November, or 
the loth of December at fartheft. The long and heavy delay we met 
with, after leaving Samboingan, h the beft proof of the difficulties 
we found in getting to the Eaftward at this period of our voyage ; 
when the currents alfo run more rapid, and the feafon is more tern- 
peftuous, as we have reafon to believe, than in the months of No- 
vember and December. 

It had been our intention, at one time, to perform this voyage by 
failing round New Holland, and firetching fufficiently to the Eafl, to 
fetch the Sandwich Iflands previous to our making the coafl of America; 
or we had the choice of pufhing through Endeavour Straits, and perform- 
ing the fame point ; but this latter courfe was reje£led on account of the 
dangerous archipelago of iflands fcattered to the Eaflward of thofe 
flraits ; and the former was abandoned from the circuity of its navigation, 
which would demand a much longer time than we could fpare : it was 
accordingly conje£lured, that if a paflage was attempted through the 
Sooloo Archipelago, then firetching to the Eaflward, to weather New 
Guinea, New Ireland, and New Hanover, — and again tacking to the 
Northward, to obtain the Weflerly winds, that we fhould have a quick 
and eafy pafl'age opened to America. 

The event proved that we had judged rightly in adopting the lafl ; — 
but, in my opinion, a (1111 eaficr and much better paflage is now opened 
to America; and it is fubmitted whether, in future, it would not be 
preferable for fhips bound there, to effed their way by the pafllige be- 
tween Luconla and Formofa. This opinion is not the fanciful refult 
of vague conjedurc, buthas, asl conceive, fomewhat of an experimen- 
tal foundation on the following circumftances : — 
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1788. On our arrival with the Felice in China, in the autumn of 1788, the 
agent of the merchants in England, and the agent of the merchants in 
India, formed an union of interefts, and aflbclatcd themfelves under a 
joint flock, to carry on the fur trade of America. They accordingly 
equipped a fhip calLd the xArgonaut, under the dire£lion of Mr. Coliiet,. 
a lieutenant in his Majefly’s navy, and who had commanded in the 
years 1787 and 1788, the fhip Prince of Wales of London, belonging 
to the merchants trading to America. This fhip had performed her 
voyage to the coafl, and returned to China with a valuable cargo of 
furs in 1788, and from thence to England, laden with teas on account of 
the Eafl India Company. Mr. Colnet quitted the Prince of Wales in 
China, to command the Argonaut, and take charge of the aflbeiated 
merchants property on the coafl of America. Of his nautical abilities I 
fhall only obferve, that they are fuch as to receive no addition to their 
reputation from any teflimony of mine ; he accordingly prepared the 
Argonaut for fea, and the Princefs Royal of London, a veflel belonging 
to the fame commercial fociety, 

Thefe fhips were not ready for fea till the 17th of April, 1789; 
when, on comparing the tracks of the Felice and the Iphigenia, and the 
time they met the Monfoon or Weflerly winds in the Northern Pacific 
Ocean, it was thought that the pafTage to America might be effedled 
between Luconia and Formofa, with greater eafe and expedition than 
by purfuing the track by Magindanao. 

The Princefs Royal therefore failed in February, and did not reach 
the coafl of America in lefs than fixteen weeks : but the tardinefs of 
her voyage arofe from her being a very heavy failer, and not copper- 
bottomed. — Whereas the Argonaut, who was both fheathed with copper 
and a prime failer, left China the 26th of April, 1 789, and arrived in 
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King George’s Sound the 3d of July following ; which was a paffagc 
that exceeded our mod fanguine expedatioiis. 

The future navigator from China to America, is here prefented with 
four different tracks of that voyage. But if it Ihould be my lot to be 
again engaged in it, 1 fhould leave China early in the month of March, 
and endeavour to make a pafl'age between Luconla and Formofa, in 
order to gain the Pacific Ocean, where, at that feafon, variable winds 
might be expcdled to the Northward of 20° ; and when the violence of 
the North EaftMonfoon would alfo be much abated in the China feas. 
Indeed in the month of April, there would be almoft a certainty of 
meeting the South Weft Monfoon or Wefterly wdndsin the latitude of 
25° or 30® North, which prevail there, and blew us home to the 
American fliore. 

On leaving Canton, great care fhould be taken to work fomc diftance 
up the coaft of China, between the Lcma Ifles, and as high as Pedro 
Blanco, or the White Rock, before the China fea is croffed for Formofa : 
but no paffage, I think, fhould be attempted between the rocks of 
Ville Retc and the South-end of Formofa, except during the day, in 
clear weather, and with the appearance of a free channel. 
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^he commodious Situation of Friendly Cove ^ in King George"* s Sound, --- Great 
Numbers of the Natives ajemble to view the Ship.— f he Joy of Comekela 
on his Arrival^ ^c^—Hannapa^ a Chief comes on board, with fame Cir- 
cumjlances of his Vift.^^he Natives bring Supplies of Fijh, — Comekela 
prepares to go on Shore » — His Drefs, ^c, and the Manner in which he is 
received by his Countrymen, — Employments of the Crew. — The Arrival of 
Maquilla, Chief of King George's Sound, with Callicum, a Perfon the next 
in Rank to him, — A Defeription of their Drejfes, and the Ceremonies they 
pra^ifed on feeing the Ship,— f hey come on Board, — Prefentmade them,^ 
The Perfons cf thefe Chiefs defer ibed, — Leave obtained to build an Houfe 
and Fejfel, and Ground granted for that Purpofe, — Prefents made on the 
Occafon, — Callicum attaches himfelf to the Ship, and is appointed Protestor 
of the Party on Shore, by Maquilla.^-^An Houfe built in Friendly Cove , — 
Defeription of it, — Keel of a Fejfel laid, — Some Account of the Murder of 
Callicum by the Spaniards, in the following Year, 

T H E fhip had been moored but a very fhort time, when it began 
to blow a tempeftuous gale of wind, with very heavy rain ; the 
commodious fituation, therefore, of Friendly Cove, made us truly fenfible 
of our good fortune, in being thus fecurely placed in aprote£king haven, 
where neither ftorm or tempeft could alarm our fears or trouble our 
repofe. 

Our earlicfl: attention w^as invited to a multitude of the natives, afTem- 
bled on the banks in fro.*L of the village, in order to take a view of the 
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NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA. 

fhip. Comekela, wjio for fevcral days had been in a ftatc of the moft 
anxious impatience, now enjoyed the inexprcfTiblc delight of once more 
beholding his native land, to which he returned with thcconfcious pride 
of knowledge acquired by his voyage, and in the poffeffion of thofc arti- 
cles of utility or decoration, which would create the wonder, and en- 
creafe the refped of Iiis nation. His joy, however, received no incon- 
fiderablc Interruption from the abfence of his brother Maquilla, the 
chief of King George’s Sound, and his relation Callicum, who ftood next 
in rank to the fovereign. Thefe chiefs were, at this time, on a vifit of 
ceremony to Wicananifli, a powerful prince of a tribe to the Southward. 
Of this circumftance we were inform, d by Hannapa, who in the ab- 
fence of the two fuperior chiefs was Lft iu power at Nootka, and who 
was come on board to pay us a vifit* 

At this time Comekela was drefled in a fcarlet regimental coat, deco- 
rated with brafs buttons,— a military hat fet of with a flaunting cockade, 
decent linens, and other appendages of Eurepenn drefs, which was far 
more than fufficient to excite the extreme admiration of his country- 
men. Nor was Hannapa infenfible to the appearance of Comekela ; foi 
he regarded him not only with the moll prying attention, but alio \vi(!i 
ftriking exprefiions of that envy which is a very prevalent pafiien 
among the natives of this part of America. 

In a fliort time the fliip was furrounded with a great number of 
canoes, which were filled with men, women andchildren; they brought 
alfo confiderable fupplies of fifh, and we did not hefitate a moment to 
purchafe an article fo very acceptable to people juft arrived from a long 
and toilfome voyage. 
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In the evening the weather cleared up, and Comekcla prepared to go 
ou ftiore. The news of his intention was foon communicated to the vil- 
lage, which immediately poured forth all its inhabitants to welcome 
him to his native home. 

Comckela had now arrayed himfelf in all his glory. His fcarlet 
coat was decorated with fuch quantities of brafs buttons and copper ad- 
ditions of one kind or other, as could not fail of procuring him the 
moft profound rcfpcdl from his countrymen, and render him an obje£k 
of the firft defire among the Nootka damfels. At Icaft half a (hect of 
copper formed Ills breaft-plate ; from bis cars copper ornaments were 
fulpended, and he contrived to hang from his hair, which was dreffed 
eu queue^ fo many handles of copper faucepans, that his head was 
kept back by the weight of them, in fuch a flifF and upright pofition, 
as very much to heighten the fingularity of his appearance. For various 
articles of his prefent pride Comekela had been in a ftate of continual 
hoftility with the cook, from whom he had contrived to purloin them ; 
but their laft and principal ftruggle was for an enormous fpit, which the 
American had feized as a fpear, to fwell the circumftance of that magni- 
ficence with which he was on the moment of dazzling the eyes of his 
countrymen ; — And fituated as we were, this important article of culinary 
fervice could not be denied him. In fuch a ftate of accoutrement, and 
feeling as much delight as ever fed the pride of the moft fplendid thrones 
of Europe or the Eaft, we fet out with him for the (bore, when a 
general ftiout and cry from the village affured him of the univerfal joy 
which was felt on his return. 


The whole body of inhabitants moved towards the beach, and with, a 
moft unpleafant howl, welcomed him on (hore. At the head of them 
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appeared his aunt, an old woman of about eighty years of age, and, from 1788. 
her appearance, might have been fuppofed to have lived in a continual 
ftate of filth and dirtinefs from her birth to the moment in which we 
beheld fuch a dlfgufting objeft. She embraced her nephew with great 
affbaion, and Ihed the fcalding rheum of her eyes on the cheek of 
Comekela* 

After the firft ceremonies of welcome were over, and the firft gaze of 
admiration fatisfied, the whole company proceeded to the king's houfe, 
into which perlons of rank were alone permitted to enter, and where a 
magnificent feaft of whale blubber and oil was prepared : the whole com- 
pany fat down with an appetite well fuited to the luxuries of the banquet; 
even the little children drank the oil with all the appearance of extreme 
gratification ; but Comekela’s tafte feemed to have been in fome degree 
vitiated by the Indian and European cookery, and he did not enjoy 
his native delicacies with the fame voracious gluttony as if his fto- 
mach had never known the variety of other food than that ofNootka. 

The evening was paffed in great rejoicing ; their fongs and dancing con- 
tinued during the greateft part of the night. We returned on board 
early in the evening ; but we heard for a long time after the found of 
their fcftivity, 

Nootka is fituated on a rifing bank, which fronts the fea, and is 
backed and Ikirted with woods’^. In Friendly Cove the houfes are 
large, and in the common fafhion of the country. Each of thcfe man- 
fions accommodates fevcral families, and is divided into partitions, in the 

* A particular account of tlie village or town of Nootka, is rcfcrvcd for that part of 
this volume which will treat at large of the commerce, geography, &c. of the North Weft 
Coaft of America. 


manner 



Ill 


V o TAG E 8 TO THE 


1788. 

Mat. 


W<dnef<!ayi4. 


r I ivUy 1 6 


manner of an Englifh ftable, In which all kinds of dirt, mixed with 
blubber, oil and fifli, are difcovered by more fcnfes than one, to form 
a mafs of undefirable filthinefs. 

On the X4th, the weather was fufficiently fair to admit of our dif- 
patching a party on (hore to cred a tent for the wooders and waterers, 
as well as one for the fail-makers. For this purpofe a fpot was chofen 
at a fmall dlftance from the village, and contiguous to a rivulet. The 
reft of the crew were employed in un reefing the running rigging, un- 
bending the fails, and the other ncceffary duties of the Ihip. 

On the 1 6th, a number of war canoes entered the cove, with Maquilla 
and Callicum ; they moved with great parade round the (hip, finging at 
the fame time a fong of a plealing though fonorous melody : — there were 
twelve of thefe canoes, each of which contained about eighteen men, 
the greater part of whom were cloathed in drefles of the moft beautiful 
(kins of the fea otter, which covered them from their necks to their 
ancles. Their hair was powdered with the white down of birds, and 
their faces bedaubed with red and black ochre, in the form of a (bark’s 
jaw, and a kind of fpiral line, which rendered their appearance extremely 
favage. In moft of thefe boats there were eight rowers on a fide, and a 
fingle man fit in the bow. The chief occupied a place in the middle, 
and was alfo diftinguifhed by an high cap, pointed at the crown, 
and ornamented at top with a fmall tuft of feathers. 

We liftened to their fong with an equal degree of furprife and pleafurc. 
It was, indeed, impoftible for any ear fufceptible of delight from mufical 
founds, or any mind that was not infcnlible to the power of melody, 
to remain unmoved by this folemn, unexpcdled concert. The chorus was 
in unifon, and ftridly corred as to time and tone; nor did a diffonant 
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note efcape them. Sometimes they would make a fudden tranlition from 
the high to the low tones, with fuch melancholy turns in their varia- 
tions, that we could not reconcile to ourfelvesthe manner in which they 
acquired or contrived this more than untaught melody of nature. — 
There was alfo fomething for the eye as well as the ear; and the a^lion 
which accompanied their voices, added very much to the imprelTion which 
the chauAting made upon us all. Every one beat time with undeviating 
regularity, againft the gunwale of the boat, with their paddles ; and at 
the end of every verfe or ftanza, they pointed with extended arms to 
the North and the South, gradually (inking their voices in fuch a 
folemn manner, as to produce an effed not often attained by the or- 
cheftras in our quarter of the globe. 

They paddled round our (hip twice in this manner, uniformly rifing 
up w'hen they came to the ftern, and calling out the word wacujh^ 
•wacuJJ}^ or friends. They then brought their canoes along-fide, when 
Maquilla and Callicum came on board. The former appeared to be about 
thirty years , of a middle (ize, but extremely well made, and poflefling a 
countenance that was formed to intcreft all who faw him. The latter Teem- 
ed to be ten years older, of an athletic make, and a fine open arrangement 
of features, that united regard and confidence. The inferior people were 
proper and very pcrfonable men. A feal-(kin filled with oil was imme- 
diately handed on board, of which the chiefs took a fin all quantity, and 
then ordered it to be returned to the people in the canoes, who foon 
emptied the veflTel of this luxurious liquor. 

A prefent, confiftlng of copper, iron, and other gratifying articles, 
was made to Maquilla and Callicum, who, on receiving it, took off their 
fca-ottcr garments, threw them, in the moft graceful manner, at 
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our feet, and remained in the unattired garb of nature on the deck,— - 
They were each of them in return prefented with a blanket, — when with 
every mark of the higheft fatisfadion, they defeended into their canoes, 
which were paddled haftily to the fhore. 

The manner in which thefe people give and receive prefents is, we 
believe, peculiar to themfelves. However coftly the gift may be in their 
own eyes, they with to take away all idea of conferring any obligation 
on the receiver of it. We have feen two chiefs meet on a vifit of cere- 
mony provided with prefents of the richeft furs, which they flung before 
each other with an air that marked the moft generous friendfliip, and 
rivalled that amiable interchange of kindnefs which diflinguiflics the 
more polifhed nations of the world. 

From the time of our arrival at Nootka to the 25th, we had much bad 
weather ; but that circumftance, however unpleafant, did not prevent us 
from engaging in the different operations we had in view. Maquilla had 
not only mod readily confented to grant us a fpot of ground in his terri- 
tory, whereon an houfe miglit be built for the accommodation of the 
people we intended to leave there, but had promifed us alfo his affflance In 
forwarding outworks, and his protection of the party who were deftined 
to remain at Nootka during our abfcnce. In return for this kindnefs, 
and to tnfure a continuance of it, the chief was prefented wnth a pair of 
piftols, which he had regarded with an eye of folicitation ever fince our 
arrival. Callicum, who feemed to have formed a mofl: affeClionate at- 
tachment to us, was alfo gratified, as well as the ladies of his family, 
with fuitable prefents : it indeed became cur more immediate attention 
to confirm his regard, as he had been appointed by Maquilla to be our 
particular guardian and proteClor, and had the moft peremptory iiqunc- 
tions to prevent the natives from making any depredations on us. 

But 
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however difpofed we might be to rely on the friendfliip of tliefe 1788, 
chiefs, we thought it prudent, during the negotiation between us, 
to inform them of our power, by explaining the force we poflelTed, 
and the mode of applying it, in cafe they fliould at any time change their 
prefent difpofitions towards us. We wiflicd to operate on their fears as 
well as their gratitude, in order to fecure, with greater certainty, the 
objed of tfur voyage. 

Great advances were made In building the houfc, which on the 28th wednefdayig 
was completely fiaifhed. In the very expeditious accomplifliment of this 
important w'ork, the natives afforded us all the afliflancein their power, 
not only by bringing the timber from the woods, but by readily engaging 
in any and every fervice that was required of them. When the bell 
rung for our people to leave off work in the evening, the native labour* 
ers were always affembled to receive their daily pay, which was diftri- 
buted in certain proportions of beads or iron. Such a proceeding on 
our part, won fo much upon their regard and confidence, that we could 
not find employment for the numbers that continually folicitcd to en- 
gage in our fervice. 

The houfe was fufficlently fpacious to contain all the party intended 
to be left in the Sound. — On the ground-floor there vv^as ample room 
for the coopers, fail makers and other arti/.ans to work in bad weather : 
a large room was alfo fet apart for the ftores and provifions, and the ar- 
mourer’s fliop was attached to one end of the building and communicated 
with it. The upper flory was divided into an eating room and cham- 
bers for the party. On the whole, our houfe, though it was not built 
to fatisfy a lover of architedural beauty, was admirably well calculated 
for the purpofc to which it was deftined, and appeared to be a ftru£bure 
of uncommon magnificence to the natives of King George’s Sound, 
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A ftrong breaft-work was thrown up round the houfe, cnclofiiiga con- 
fjderable area of ground, which, with one piece of cannon, placed in fuch 
a manner as to command the cove and village of Nootka, formed a forti- 
fication fufhclent to fecure the party from any intrufion. Without this 
breaft-work, was laid the keel of a veflVl of 40 or 50 tons, which was 
now to be built agreeable to our former determinations* 

Hy the 5th of June, our operations were confiderably advanced ; the 
fliips had been caulked, the rigging repaired, and the fails were over- 
hauled ; — ftone ballafl had been received on board, as we found the danger 
of fand ballaft, on account of its choaking the pumps, and the (hip was 
wooded, watered, and got ready forfea. All this vaiious and necefTary 
bufincfs was done, though the weather had been very indiftlrent 
from the time of our arrival, having had almoft continual heavy rains, 
with foutherly winds. Thefe rains had entirely wafhed the fnovv from 
off the ground, and except on the fummits of the mountains and the 
higher hills, fmall patches of it only were now to be feen ; but vegeta- 
tion was ffill very backward, and changed but by a very gentle grada- 
tion the dreary appearance of the country on our arrival. 

The party dedined to remain on fhore w^ere bufily employed in their 
various occupations: fome were engaged in bringing the timber from 
the woods at a great diffance, and through a thick foreft of very diffi- 
cult pnffage ; others in fawing and fhaping it for the feveral purpofes 
to which it was to be applied, while the armourers were bufy in making 
bolts, nails, &c. ready for ufe, or forging iron into the neceffary articles 
of trade ; fo that, by proceeding on a fyftem of order and regularity, we 
had, in a very little time, formed our new dock-yard, in which the 
carpenters had already laid the keel, and raifed, bolted and fixed the 
ffern and ftern-poft ; fo that expedtation had but a little while to look 
5 forward, 



NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA. 


forward, till It would be gratified in feeing this velTel fit for the fervice 1788. 
to which it was deflined. 

If hiflories of navigation were written merely to amufe the leifure 
hours of the rich, or to fatisfy the eager enquiries of the philofopher, 
much of the minute parts of fuch a work as this would be neceflarily 
omitted, as uiicntertaining to the one, or beneath the notice of the 
other ; but narratives of voyages are applicable to other purpofts ; and, 
if they fhould not prove iuftru< 5 tive to future navigators — if they fhould 
not tend to aid and facilitate the progrefs of commercial enterprize, the 
difficulties and dangers of fuch voyages muft have been encountered in 
vain, and the time employed in writing an account of them be added to 
the wafte of life. 

The good harmony and friendly intercourfe which fubfifted bstween 
us and the natives, will, we truft, be confidered as a proof that our con- 
dua: was r< gulatcd by the principles of humane policy ; while the 
generous and ho'pltaide demeanour of our faithful allies will convey a fa- 
vourable iut.a of their charadcr, when treated with that kindnefs which 
unenVuditciied nature demands, and is the true objcfl of commercial 
policy to employ. 

The various offices of perfonal attachment which we received from 
many individuals of thefe people, were fufficient to convince us that 
gratitude is a virtue well known on this diftant ffiore,— and that a noble 
fenfibility to offices of kindnefs was to be found among the woods of 

Nootka. Callicum poffiefTcd a delicacy of mind and conduct which 

would have done honour to the mofl improved ffiue of our civilization ; 
a thoufand inilances of regard and affedion towards us might be related 
of this amiable man, who is now no more; and the only return that we 
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1788. can make for his friendfliip is to record It, with every cxprcffion of 
horror and deteftation of that inhuman and wanton fpirit of mufder, 
which deprived his country of its brighteft ornament, the future naviga- 
tor of a protefling friend, — and drove an unoffending and ufeful people 
from their native home, to find a new habitation in the diftant dc- 
fart*. 


• This amiable chief was (hot through the body in the month of June, 1789, by an 
officer on board one of thefhips of Don jofeph Stephen Martinez. The following par- 
ticulars we received from the mafter of the North Weft America, a young gentleman of the 
moft corredl veracity, who was himfelf a mournful witnefs of the inhuman aft 

Callicum, his wife and child, came in a fmall canoe, with a prefent of fiffi, along-iidc the 
Princefla, the commodore’s (hip ; and, the fiffi being taken from him in a rough and un- 
welcome manner, before he could prefent it to the commander,— the chief was fo incenfed 
at this behaviour, that he immediately left the ffiip, exclaiming as he departed, pejhae t 
the meaning of which is, bad, bad !— This conduft was confidcred as fo offenlive, that he 
was immediately ffiot from the quaitcr-deck, by a ball, through the heart. The body on 
receiving the ball, fprung over the fide of the canoe and immediately funk. The wife was 
taken with her child, in a fiate of ftupefaftion to the ffiore by fomc of her friends, who were 
witnclTes of this inhuman cataftrophe. Shortly after, however, the father of Callicum 
ventured on board the Spaniffi ffiip, to beg permiffion to creep for the body beneath the 
water, when this fad requeft of parental forrow was refufed, till the poor afflitted favage 
had collcfted a fufficient number of Ikins among his neighbours to purchafe, of chrillians, 
the privilege of giving fcpulture to a fon whom they had murdered. The body was foon 
found, and followed to its place of interment by the lamenting widow, attended by all the 
inhabitants of the Sound, who exprefled the kecneffi forrows for a chief whom they loved, 
and to whofc virtues it becomes our duty to give the grateful teftimony of merited afFcftion, 
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Methods employed by the Natives to advance the Price of Sea Otters Skins,-^ 
Their Superiority in arranging their Bargains between us. — Conduct of 
Comekela^ — Made a Chief through our InJluence.-^His Marriage. — The 
Magnificence of the Entertainment on the Occafom^Maquilla and his Chief 
affeSl our Brefs and Manners. — Valuable Prefent of Maquilla.^AGrindJione 
folen. — An human Hand offered for Sale. — Narrow Efcape of the Natives 
on the Qccafion. — Melancholy Lofs of Part of the Crew oj the Imperial Eagle ^ 
in .'-^Sufpicion that Maquilla is a Cannibal, -^Extraordinary Pillow of 
CalUcum. — The Inhabitants of Friendly Cove remove to a fmall Dijlancc, 
’^The Reafens and Facility of their Removal. — A young Otter brought 
for Sale. 

TN the interval between our arrival and the fifth of June, a very brilk 
trade had been carried on for furs, and we had procured upwards of 
one hundred and forty fea otter (kins. On our firft arrival we had ftipu- 
lated a certain price for every different kind of fur, according to its 
value; but in the whole bufmefs of this traffic they availed themfelvesof 
every advantage ; and it was our intereft, from the views of future 
benefit, to fubmit to any deviation they attempted to make from their 
original agreement. 

After feme little time they changed the whole order of their traffic 
with us ; and inftead of common barter, according to the diftinft value 

of 
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1788. of the articles exchanged, the whole of our mercantile dealings was car- 
ried on by making reciprocal prefents ; the ceremony of which was ac- 
companied with the utmoft difplay of their pride and hofpitality.— The 
particulars of thefe cufloms are related at large in that part of the work 
which is more particularly alligned to commercial information. 

Whenever Maquilla or CalJicum thought proper to make us a prefent, 
one of their pcrfonal attendants was fent to requcfl the company of the 
or Captain, on Ihorc, who always accepted the invitation, 
charged with fuch articles as were intended to be prefented in return. 
On our arrival at the habitation of the chiefs, where a great number of 
fpcflators attended to fee the ceremony, the fea otter fkins were pro- 
duced with gieat fhoulings and g^ftures of exultation, and then laid at 
our feet. The filcncc of expciflatlon then fucceeded among them, and 
their mofl eager attention was employed on the returns we Ihould make; 
nor can it be fuppofed, that, confidering our credit as Britilh merchants, 
we were dcfKienr in affording the expeded fatisfadion: — belides, it had 
been artfully tnongli hinted by our Nootka friends, that as foon as their 
prefent dock of Ikins was exhauded, they daould go upon an expedition 
to piocure more; and tliis was one circumdance, among others, which 
naturally tended to quicken the fplrit of commerce between us. 

Since the frd dlfcovery of this Sound by Captain Cook, fevernl (hips 
had arrived there for the purpofc of trading with the natives, who had 
acquired a greater degree of clvilizition from fuch a communication than 
we expeded to have found amongd them;--but it was a matter of fome 
furpiize to us, that they appeared, at lead to our obfervation, totally 
dtditute of European articles: for, of all the iron, copper, beads, &c. 
which they mud have received in return for their furs, not a particle of 

them 
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them was now to be feen ; — nor is it eafy to conjeflure in what manner 
they had contrived, in fo fliort a time, todiflipate their trcafurcs. 

The ficklenefs that they at times difeovered in their traffic, was occa- 
(ionally very troublefoine. At one time copper was their favoinite ob- 
je£l ; at another, iron was tlie only commodity in efiimation among 
them ; b^ads would alfo liave their tarn ot pn. fercncc. Ihit this hefita- 
tion ill their choice was generally determined by a medley of tliem all. 

Comckela was, at firfl:, very aclive in forwarding our commercial 
arrangement ; but he had become very deficient in his native tongue, and 
he now fpoke fuch a jargon of the Chine fe, Engllffi, and Nootkan lan- 
guages, as to be by no means a ready interpreter between us and tbc 
natives ; — befides, in returning to the manners of his country, he began 
to prefer the interefts of his countrymen, and, amidft the renewed luxuries 
of whale-fleffi, blubber and oil, to forget the very great kindnefles wc 
had bellowed upon him. — But as he had, through our influence, been 
ralfed into a fituation of trufl: and honour, it was notour intereft to un- 
fold our fufpicions of his duplicity and ingratitude towards us. Maqullla 
had committed to him the care of his mofl valuable treafures, among 
which was a brnfs mortar, left by Captain Cook, which was held in 
the hlghefl; degree of cfllmation by the Nootka Chief. This piece of 
culinary furniture was elevated from a ftate of fervlle ufe, to become a 
fymbol of royal magnificence. It was kept extremely bright, and, in 
vifits, or meetings of ceremony, it was borne before Maqullla, to aid the 
fplendor of the regal character. — It was therefore an objedl rather to 
recall his former dlfpofitions towards us, by the continuance of our 
friendihip, than to juftify his deviation from that regard which it was his 
duty to manif 11: in our favour. We therefore exerted our influence with 
his brother Maquilla, to elevate him at once to the charader of chief, 
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by marrying him to a woman of rank in his own diftrift. This favour 
was immediately granted to our folicitation, and we were invited to the 
nuptials, which w^ere folemnized with all poflible magnificence. — Half 
a whale, a large quantity of other filh, with an adequate proportion of 
oil, formed thefumptuous part of this entertainment, which was fcrved 
with a furprizing degree of regularity to near three hundred people, who 
conducted themfelves with great order, and exprefled extreme fatisfadtion 
at the fpleiidor and Kofpitality of their chief. 

On the 6th, a meffenger came on board from Maquilla, with the informa- 
tion that he was preparing to make us a very fuperb prefent, and to defire 
our attendance on fhore, in order to receive it. — We immediately waited 
on the chief, and found him dreflcd in an European fuit of cloaths, with 
a ruffled fiiirt, and his hair queued and powdered : — thefe decorations of 
his perfon were part of thofe prefents which Comekela had received 
from us, and were, with all their weight of copper ornaments, confidered 
as a proud diftindlion of Nootka royalty. The king was furrounded 
with feveral chiefs, who were all adorned with fome particular article of 
Englifli drefs, which appeared to afford an uncommon gratification to 
their vanky ; and, on this occalion, they had cleanfed their faces from 
vili' the oil and ochre with which they were ufually bedaubed. — In- 
deed, the metamorphofis was of fuch a nature, as, on our firft enteiing 
the houfe, to puzzle us a little in the recognition of our friends. 
This eircumftance afforded them confiderable entertainment, which was 
followed by their rifing up and imitating our mode of falutation. The 
manner of taking off their hats, the curious geftures they fell into, in 
feraping and bowing to each other, with a few Englifh words which 
they had acquired, and now repeated aloud, without connexion or 
underftanding, compofed a feene with which they were delighted, and 
we could not be difpleafed. When tliefe good-humoured ceremonies were 
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oyer, the chief ordered fcvcral very fine fca otter (kins to be produced 
before us, and afterwards fent on board the (hip ; to which he added a 
very fine deer, that had been juft killed m the woods by one of 
his people. We were not backward in making a fuitable prefent to Ma- 
quilla ; and, on our return to the (hip, we found that the otter-(kins had 
preceded us. 

The arrival of Comckela had Infpired thefe people with a decided 
preference for the articles of European drefs ; — an hat, a (hoe, or a 
(locking, would generally turn the balance of commercial negotiation 
ill our favour: — nor did we negledl any motives in our power to 
encourage a fancy which might promote the ufe of woollens amongft 
them. 

On the 7th, a complaint was made by the cooper that his grindftone 
had been ftolen by the natives.— This was the firft aft of depredation 
that we had fuffered ; — indeed the different (hips that had vifited the 
Sound before us are faid to have endured a fimilar lofs. We had obferved 
that the attention of the people had b,ecn principally direfted to this 
(lone, being convinced that it contained fome peculiar charm, by which 
it communicated, with fuch little trouble, fo (harp an edge to our iron ; 
an operation which they found a matter of no common difficulty. 

The lofs of this article was of fome importance ; and every means was 
exerted to recover it, but in vain ; — even our application to Maquilla 
was not attended with the ufualfuccefs. — It was, however, thought more 
prudent to connive at the theft, than engage in a difpute with the 
people ; — we therefore contented ourl'elves with ilfuing drift orders that 
none of the natives, except the chiefs, (hould, in future, be admitted 
within the breaft-work that furrounded the houfe. 
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On the 8th,a ftrange canoe with feveral people in it entered the cove, and^ 
coming alongfide the fliip, fold us a fmall number of lea otter Ikins : — they 
alfo offered for fale an human hand, dried and Ihrivclled up ; the fingers of 
which were compleat, and the nails long; but our horror may be better 
conceived than exprefled, when we fiivv a feal lianging from the ear of 
one of tlic men in the canoe, wdiich was known to have belonged to the 
unfoitunate Mr. Millar, of the Imperial Eagle, whofe melancholy hiftory 
was perfedly well known to every one on board*. The failors fcarcely 
hefitated a moment in exprelliiig their opinion that it muft have been the 
hand of Mr. Millar, and that the people before them were the murderers of 
that ollicer. This fufplcion would have caufed the certain death of our 
vifitors, if it had not been fuggefted that the feal in qneftion might have 
been transferred, by a fucceffion of barters, to the prefent pofleflbr. — 
The being in pofft-ffion of the hand was, however, confidered as fo pre- 
ponderating a circumfiance, that it was no eafy matter to keep the 
failors in due bounds ; and who, after all, could not be retrained from 
driving thefe people away from the fliip, with every markof infult and 
dcteflation. They proved, however, to be innocent of the crime of which 
they had been lufpefted; as we were allured, the next day, by Ma- 
quilla himfelf, on his own knowledge, that they had received the articles 
which had occafioned fo much difguft to us, in the way of trade, from 
tlie natives of Queenhythe, which was the very place where Mr. Millar 
and his aflbeiates had been murdered.— But the chief did not attempt to 


♦ The Imperial. Eagle was a fliip employed to collcft fnrs on the Coaft of America, in 
the year 17B7. In the courfe of this bufmefs, the Captain difpatched his long-lioat from 
King George’s Sound, on a trading expedition as far as 47" North; fhe then anchored 
a-breaft of a river, the fhallows at whofe entrance prevented the long-boat from getting 
into it. A fniall boat, however, which was attached to the other, was fent up the river with 
Mr. Millar, an officer of the Imperial Eagle, another young gentleman, and four fcamcn. — 
They continued rowing till they came to a village, where they were fuppofe J to have been 
feized and murdered by the natives, as tlicir cloatlis were afterwards found llaincd with blood. 
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deny that the hand had belonged to one of our unhappy countrymen ; 1788. 

. . • . June* 

and, from his manifefl coiifufioii in converfing on this fubjed, and va- 
rious other concurring circumftances, which will be related hereaf- 
ter, we were very much difpofed to believe that Maquilla himfelf was 
a cannibal. There is, indeed, too much reafon to apprehend that 
the horrible traffic for human flefli extends, more or lefs, along this 
part of the continent of America. Even our friend Calllcum repofed his 
head, at night, upon a large bag, filled with human (hulls, which he 
(hewed as the trophies of his fuperior courage ; and it is more than 
probable, that the bodies of the vidims to which they belonged, had 
fnrnifhed a banquet of vidory for him, and the warriors that (hared his 
favage glory. 

On the fame day Wicananifh, a powerful chief to the Southward, at 
whofe court Maquilla was vifiting when we arrived in the Sound, came 
to return the vifit, with two war canoes, and the greater part of his nu- 
merous fuite fuperbly drefled in furs of the higheft cflimation. Thefe 
people were of a more thriving appearance than our friends at Nootka, 
which arofe, probably, from their being fituated on a part of the coaft 
where whales were in greater plenty; — for this article, on which 
much of the fuftenance, and all their luxury depended, was beginning 
to be fcarce in Nootka Sound. WicananKh paid us a formal vifit on 
board the Felice, and invited us to his place of refidence, with a promife 
of great abundance of furs but wc could not, at prefent, tempt him, 
or any of his attendants, by any articles in our polTeffion, to part with 
the beautiful drelTes which they wore. 

On the loth, we obferved a general commotion throughout the vil- Tueida) la, 
lage, and, in a (hoi t time, as if by enchantment, the greater part of the 
houfes difappeared. — When we went on (hore, Maquilla informed us that 
5 
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The manner in which the houfes of Nootka are conflrudled, renders 
the embarkations as well as debarkations a work of little time and ready 
execution, fo that a large and populous village is entirely removed to a 
different Nation with as much cafe as any other water carriage. But a 
more particular account of thefe and (imilar circumffanccs relating to 
the manners and cuftoms of thefe North Weftern Americans, will, as we 
have before had occafion to obfcrve, be given in another part of this 
volume. 

Several young fea otters were brought on board for fale, which found 
no purchafers. One of them was brought alive ; the dams and all their 
whelps had been killed by Maquilla, except this, which, however, had 
met with fome very rough treatment, as one of its eyes had been evi- 
dently forced out of its focket. It was very fmall, made a noife exadly 
like a young child, and was the moft animated creature we had ever feen 
among the brute race.— After keeping it a day or two, we threw it into 
the fca, in order to let it efcape ; but, to our great furprize, we found 
that it could neither dive or fwim, but continued flouncing about in the 
water till we retook it on board, when it foon after died from the bruifes 
it had received.— This clrcumftance is, however, eafily accounted for, 
as the dam of the fea otter is well known to carry its young ones on its 
back till a certain period, when they have acquired both flrength and 
habit to take care of themfelves. 
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his people were preparing to remove to a bay which was at the diftance of 
about two miles from the Sound, on account of the great quantities of 
fi(h which reforted thither, not only to procure a prefent flock of whale 
and other fifli, but to take the carJieft opportunity to prepare for their 
winter’s fubfiftence. 
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Ship prepares to put to Sea. — ^he Pinnace ftolen by the Natives, — Impojfibility 
of recovering her. — Some uneafnejfes on board the Ship, — Officers and Party 
intended to be left on Jhore^ landed, — Provifions made for equipping the New 
Vejel. — fhs Safety of the Party confulted, — Progrefs of the New VeJfeL 
— Health of the Crew. — Supplies of Fijh. — A formal Vift to Maquilla^ 
and Renewal of the treaty, ^c. — He is made acquainted with the probable 
fime of Iphigenia’s Arrival. — Requejls a Letter for the Captain , — 

Our AJloniJhment at his Knowledge ^ and by what Means it was obtained . — 

Story of Mr. Maccay,-—Callicum arrives from hunting the Sea Otter. ^ 

Articles which had belonged to Sir Jofeph Banks in his Poffeffion.^^fhe Ship 
puts to Sea.'^-Plan of future Proceedings^ &c, &c, 

O N the nth of June, the weather being fine and moderate, the (hip Wedacfdayji 
was nnmoored and towed by the boats out of Friendly Cove, 
in order to put to fea : it had been our intention to have departed 
on the 9th, but we fufFered an accident which very much dlftreflld 
ns : this was no lefs than the lofs of the Pinnace, a very large fine 
boat, and the only one of the kind we had. We were difpolcd to be- 
lieve at firft, that fhc broke adrift from the fhip in the night, in a guft of 
wind, without being perceived by the watch ; — but in the morning fhe was 
nottobefeen, and both boats and canoes were difpatched in fearch of 
her, but to no purpofe of fuccefs. Large rewards were then offered to 
the natives if they would reftore her, as, from a variety of circumftances, 
we had no doubt but that fhe was in their poffeflion. Maquilla and Cal- 
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1788. licumboth afferted their innocence in the ftrongeft terms ; but it aftcr- 
wards appeared, as we fufpedled, that the boat had been ftolcn and bro- 
ken up for the hike of the iron and nails, which were afterwards dif- 
perfed throughout the Sound. 

This theft threatened, at firft, a rupture between us and the chief ; 
and while there were any hopes of producing the reftoration of the 
Pinnace, we alfumed rather an appearance of refentment ; but when 
we w’ere convinced that the recovery of the boat was impra<£l;icable, 
we let the matter pafs over without any further buftle or diftnrbance. 
Had we, indeed, proceeded to take any fleps towards a retaliation, it would 
probably have occafioned a breach between us and the chief of Nootka, 
which might have been difad vantageous to our commercial objects in 
general, and been attended with evident danger to the party we fhould 
leave behind us. We therefore contented ourfelves with warning Ma- 
quilla againft any depredations of a f milar nature, and fufpending the 
quarter- mafters from their ftations, as it was from their negled that 
this very diftrefling inconvenience proceeded. 

There ftill continued to luik amongft the crew thofc fymptoms of 
mutiny which had, at times, difeovered itfelf in the early part of the 
vovage ; though we had flattered ourfelves that it was entirely eradicated 
previous to our arrival at Samboiiigan. The boatfwain had lately failed 
in that refpe<St to the officers which the duties of his ftation indifpen- 
fably obliged him to obferve. But a proper degree of fpirit and exertion 
checked fuch menacing condud, and he was degraded from his fituation 
to the inferior duty before the mafl. Another boatfwain was appointed 
in his ftead, and the whole of this proceeding was entered in the 
log-book. 


On 
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On the day previous to our departure we landed the officers and party 1788* 
who were to remain on fhore with the carpenters, in order to compleat 
the veflel. Proper inftrudlions were left with the commanding officer, 
fhould the Felice fail in her propofed return, or any fatality happen 
either to her or the Iphigenia, who was expefled in the Sound by the 
latter end of the autumn. In cafe fiich an accumulated misfortune 
(hould befal the expedition, we left every neceflary flore to equip the 
new veflel for fea, with fufficient provlflons to carry her to the Sand- 
wich Iflands, where (he would be able to obtain fufficient refreffiment to 
enable her to proceed to China. It was but a neceflary duty to guard, 
as well as we were able, againft every poflible calamity ; the (hip’s com- 
pany did not appear to feel any impreflions of an unfavourable omen, and 
we left our friends on (bore with the mofl: chcarlng hopes of finding them 
at our return, in a fituatlon of great advantage and comfort. 

But, independent of the veflel, we hoped to reap very confiderable be- 
nefits from the party on (bore ; at leafl: we had every reafon to expedt 
that they would collet all the furs taken by the inhabitants of King 
George’s Sound during the fummer months, which we knew mufl: be 
confiderable. We were, at all events, very certain that they would re* 
main free from difiurbance and moleflation ; for befides a piece of cannon 
mounted on the works, the little fort was well fupplied with arms and 
ammunition ; and the garrifon, including the artificers, was fully fuffi- 
cient to defend it againftany power that could be brought againft it. 

The veflfel was in great forwardnefs, fcveral of her floor timbers were 
laid, and the armourers had prepared a large quantity of nails and bolts. 

There was eftablilhed, befides, a very convenient rope-walk, and we had 
already begun to manufia£ture that cflTential article. So that, if all the 
circumftances of ereftinga comfortable and commodious houfe, ballafting 
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and equipping the Felice for ibi, and the Uboiiouf bufincfs of pxocoring 
timber and preparing materials for the conftrafkion of the new ve&l8> 
with feme few neceiiary attentions to our commercial arrangements, be 
conlidered, the accufation of idleness or negligence, would be the laft 
that the mofl unrefledling injufltce could lay to our charge. 

On our firil arrival in the Sound the country appeared moift, dreary, 
and uncomfortable ; but we obferved very little faow then on the ground, 
and that little was quickly wa(hed away by the heavy rains which fuc- 
ceeded our arrival : — we found the air remarkably mild, and the frefli 
greens and onions, which were in the greateft abundance, foon reftored 
the invalids we had on board to a (late of perfed health. 

Our fupplics of filli were conftant and regular, and the natives never 
failed to bring to daily fale as much of this article as they could fpare 
from the demands of home confumption.. 

On the eve of our departure, a formal vifit was paid Maquilla, in order 
to acquaint him that on the next day we propofed to leave the Sound. 
We made him underftand that it would be three or four months before 
our (hip would return, and about what time we fuppofed the veflel on the 
(locks would be launched. They called the latter Mamaike or (hip, and 

the former 'tigbte Mamaikc^ or great (hip. The chief was alfo re- 

quefted to (hew cveiy mark of attention and friciid(hip to the party we 
ihould leave on (hore ; and as a bribe to fecure his attachment, he was 
promifed that when we finally left the coaft, he (hould enter into full 
pofleflion of the houfe and all the goods and chattels thereunto belonging. 
As a proof of our immediate regard, he was prefented with a fuit of 
cloaths covered with metal buttons;, in his eyes of extraordinary e(lima> 
tion ; feveral prefents were made to the ladies of his family ; and as we 
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were taking o\ir leave, an old ladj, the aunt of Comekek, whom we have 1788. 

already deferibed at a maft of age and filthinefs, requefted, in a very 
earnefl manner, to be indulged with a pair of buckles, which, immediately 
on her receiving them, were hung in her cars with the fame pride that 
European beauty feels in decorating its charms with the gems of India. 

Maquilk, who was glowing with delight at the attentions we had 
paid him, readily granted every requeft we thought proper to make, and 
confirmed, with the ftrongeft affurances of good faith, the treaty of 
friendfhip which had been already entered into between u^. He was 
now alfo informed that another (hip was expe 61 :ed in the Sound, which 
might probably arrive in our abfence, and that the Captain of this fhip 
was our particular friend. On receiving this intelligence, he very much 
alloniOied us by demanding, without the leaft liefitation, that we would 
leave a letter with him for our friend, the chief. We had not the leaft 
idea that thefe people had the moft imperfed notion of our poflefling the 
faculty of communicating our thoughts to each other on paper ; and 
curiofity was inftantly awake to know by what means they could pof- 
fibly have acquired fuch an article of information. It was, however, 
foon fuggefted to us, that thefe people obtained their knowledge from a 
Mr. Maccay, who had remained, we believe, upwards of fourteen 
months among them, duiing which time he had kept a journal, which 
we have feen, and the circumftance of which cannot be pafled over with- 
out fome account of the bufinefs which occaConed his being left to 
nothing better than favage life. 

The fhips Captain Cook and Experiment had been equipped under 
the dirc£lion of Mr. Scot, — whole mercantile experience and fpirit 
are acknowledged in Europe as well as in India, — from Bombay 
to America, for the purpofe of collcdling furs:— they arrived on the 
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1788. coaft in the year 1786, and left Mr. Maccay, the furgeon’s mate on 
JvNi. board one of them, with his own entire coufent and approbation, under 

the protection of Maquilla. Mr. Strange, who had the fuperintendence 
of thefe (hips, entertained an opinion that very great commercial efFeCts 
might proceed from leaving Mr. Maccay with the natives of King 
George’s Sound, to learn their language, cuftoms and manners. He 
was, therefore, accordingly left in the year 1786, and continued with 
them till 1787, when he embarked for China on board the Imperial 
Eagle. 

Though this gentleman had teen furnifhed with cloaths and provifions 
for his (lay at Nootka, he was reduced to the level of a favage, and we 
hardly could conceive how it was poffible for an European conftitution 
to fupport itfelf with food averfe to its habits and its nature,— to live in 
every fpecics of filth, and fatisfy even hunger with train oil and blubber. 
But this was not all,— during Mr. Maccay’s (lay, from the length and 
feverity of the winter, a famine reigned at Nootka Sound : the flock of 
dried fifh was expended, and no frefh fupplles of any kind was to be 
caught ; fo that the natives were obliged to fubmit to a dated allowance, 
and the chiefs brought every day to our countrymen, the dated meal of 
{even dried herrings heads. The perufal of this gentleman’s journal 
would (hock any mind tinClured with humanity. The favages, how- 
ever, gave him a wife, and once or twice took him with them to 
feads and didant parts; and we can vouch, whatever their conduCl may 
have been, that both the chiefs at Nootka and WicananKh enquired con- 
cerning his welfare as if they felt the affeClion for him which they 
cxprelTed. 

Maquilla was therefore indulged with a letter agreeable to his requeft ; 
and we were not long in making the difeovery, that a dread of the Iphi- 
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genla’s arrival would prove a ftronger prote£llon to our party, than all 
the klndnefs we had beftowed on, and all the promifes which we had 
received from him. 

Callicum, who had been gone for Tome time to hunt otters, was now 
returned, and it gave us no little fatisfadion that the chief on whom we 
had the moft reliance, and who was the profefled protedor and patron 
of our party, was come back to Nootka, previous to our departure from 
it. The ufual tokens of friendfhip paffed between us ; but, in return 
for the prefent we now made him, he furprifed us with three pieces of a 
brafly metal formed like cricket bats, on which the remains of the name 
and arms of Sir Jofeph Banks, and the date of the year 1775, were very 
evident. On one of them the engraving was not fo much injured as to 
prevent the whole of it from being very intelligible ; on the others > 
part of thefe diflinA marks was worn out. But thefe tokens of regard 
were returned to the amiable chief, to continue the remembrance of the 
original donor of them, to whofe enterprifing and philofophic fpirit we 
may be fnid to be in a great meafure indebted for the difeovery of a 
coaft, which, in fplte of every impediment, will, I trull, prove a fource 
of beneficial commerce to our country. 

On putting to fca, it was determined to trace the Southern part of 
the coafl from King George’s Sound, ns the Iphigenia was to trace the 
Northern part of it, from Cook’s River to the fame place ; by which ar- 
rangement the whole of the xAmerican continent from 60° to 45° North 
would be explored, with various intermediate places which were not 
examined by Captain Cook. We accordingly fet fail, after having given 
repeated inftru^tions to the party we left behind, to hold tliemfelvcs 
continually on their guard againft the natives, -^aiid to be extremely 
attentive to preferve the rnoft perfed harmony with the inhabitants of 
Nootka Sound. 
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CHAP. XII. 

The chiefs Hanna and Detootche vijit the Ship on her Way to the Rejidence of WU 
canaiiiJJj^ — JFicananf) arrives on hard, and pilots the Ship into his Road- 
fed. — Numbers of the Inhabitants come off to the Ship, — The Face of the 
Country and the Village of Wicananijld dfcribed. — Vifit paid to the Chief — 
Defcription of his Houfc.^Their Ingenuity a Subjeli of Afionijhrnent . — Im- 
menfe Family of Wicananifh* — His Opulence^ Riches^ and Mode of Feafing . — 
Prefcnts made to JlicananiJlj. — The high Value fet on Tea-kettles. — The 
magnificent Return made to our Prefents. — The Wives of WtcananiJJj^ their 
Beauty^ with the Prefents made to them. — Brifk Trade carried on with the 
Natives. — Refrejhments procured. — Trade with the Chief. — Murder of a 
Stranger by the People of the Pillage. — The Ship obliged by bad JVeathcr to 
enter the inner Port^ named Port Cox, 

the nth of June in the evening, we were purfuing our courfe 
to the South Eafl, at the diftance of three miles from the fhorc, 
when, at funfet, Breaker’s Point, which forms the Eaftern fliore of the 
entrance of King George’s Sound, bore in the diredion of North Weft 
half Weft, and a point appeared ftretching to the Southward of Breaker’s 
Point, which obtained the name of Half-way Point, on account of its 
being about midway between King George’s Sound and the refidence of 
Wicananilh. This point bore Eaft, and our diftance from the fhore 
might be about three leagues. By a medium of feveral amplitudes and 
azimuths, the variation of the compafs was 21° 5' Eaftcrly. 

We 
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We continued our courfe till eleven o’clock, with the long-boat In tow, 
when It was thought prudent to heave to for the night. At day-break 
on the 1 2th, we made fail, with the wind variable. At noon the obferved 
latitude was 49° 22' North, though we yet obferved Breaker’s Point bearing 
North Weft by North; and at the fame time faw an high mountain 
over the entrance of Wicananlfli, bearing Eaft North Eail, at the dif- 
tance of Teven leagues. 

As we purfued our courfe, under an cafy fail, in order to examine the 
coaft between our prefent pofttion and King George’s Sound, the wind 
veered to the South Eaft by Eaft, and the weather became overcaft ; as 
this wind was diredlly againft us, the fliip was tacked, and we ftood out 
to fea, being apprehenfive of bad weather, which wc generally found to 
attend the South Eaft winds. Our fears were foon and very fully con- 
firmed, for the weather became fqually and violent. The top -fails were 
clofe reefed ; and we continued ftanding to fea to procure an offing, the 
moft important obje£l of attention on this coaft. In the night it blew 
very hard trom the South Eaft, with an heavy fea, thick weather, and 
conftant ns well as violent rain. At midnight the Ihip was wore, and 
we ftood in for the land. 

At day-break on the 13th, the weather, though it cleared away at 
times, had a very tempeftuous appearance ; our dlftance from the land 
might be fix leagues, and the remarkable hill above Wicananilh appeared 
very plain in the form of a fugar loaf : it bore North Eaft by Eaft h veii 
leagues.. As we flood in for the fliore, feveral canoes came oft' to us from 
a clufter of iflands nearly abreaft of us, in moft of which there were up- 
wards of twenty men, of a pleafing appearance and brawny form, chicflv 
cloathed in otter Ikins of great beauty. They paddled along wdth great 
velocity,, and after fome time, two of the boats came nlong-ftde, and the 
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I 788. people ill them did not hefitate to come on board, Amongft them there 
were two chiefs, named Hanna and Dctootche, who refided at a village 
abreafl: of the Ihip. They were the handfoineft men we had fecn ; — Hanna 
was about forty, and carried in his looks all the exterior marks of pleafantry 
and good humour; Dctootche was a young man, wJio to the beauty 
of form, added the graces of manner ; and, as far as onr penetration could 
difeover, the better qualities of the mind. They appeared to be perfedlly 
at eafe in our fociLty, Ihook every perfon on board by the hand, and 
gave us very friendly invitations to receive the hofpitality of their terri- 
tory. Th jy were extremely prefTing that the fliip Ihould go in among 
tlie iflands. 

But as we had predetermined to feekout the refidence of Wicananifh, 
which we were inllrudled was not far from King George’s Sound, wc 
kept ftanding with that view towards the iflands, which, as we ap- 
proached, appeared to be low and woody, but we could perceive no 
pra»fticable channel between them. Hanna and Dctootche, to whom we 
had made fome trifling prefents, now took their leave and paddled on 
(bore. 

About noon the weather broke up, and the wind veered to the North- 
ward of Eaft, with which we flood along the fhore to enter between this 
range of iflands and the main ; when we perceived another fmall fleet of 
canoes approaching us, in the foremofl of which we faw Wicananifli, 
who, in a fliort time came on board, and undertook to pilot us himfelf 
into his harbour, the entrance of which, as he pointed it out to us, was 
at the diflance of about five miles. 

Boats were now fent a-hcad to found, and we followed, under an eafy 
fail ; when, after rounding the extremity of the Southernmofl: ifland, 

wc 
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we entered the roadfted, paffing between feveral reefs of rocks. Our 
foundings were very regular ; and, about one o’clock, we anchored be- 
tween the main and the iflands, being pretty well fheltered from the 
fea.' Wicananifh proved an excellent pilot, and was not only indefati- 
gable in his own exertions, but equally attentive to the condud of his 
canoes, in their attendance upon us. 

This roadfted bore the wildeft appearance that can be conceived, 
and was defended from the fea by feveral fmall iflets and reefs, which 
nearly connedled them. The port we obferved was fituated about two 
miles from the anchoring ground we occupied, the entrance of which 
did not appear to be more than two cables length in breadth. 

Abreaft of the fliip, on one of the iflands, we perceived a village almoft 
thrice as large as that of Nootka ; from every part of which we now 
faw the people launching their canoes, and coming off in flioals to the 
fhip, laden with fifli, wild onions, and berries, which they difpofed of 
to the failors for fmall bits of iron, and other articles of fimilar attrac- 

tion. Wicananifh was entertained during the greater part of the day 

on board, with feveral of his friends, and at night returned to the (bore, 
followed by a long train of natives, who had waited to attend him. 


The very fine weather on the 14th, gave us an opportunity to obferve 
the face of the country, which appeared on all Tides to be an impene- 
trable foreft, without any intervals of a clear country. The village of 
Wicananlfh ftands on a rifing bank near the fea, and is backed by the 
w^oods. In confequence of a meflfage from the chief to invite us to a feaft 
at his houfe, we landed about noon, when we were met by a large crowd 
of women and children, and condufted by the brother of Wicananifh to 
the place of eutertaiument. 

Oil 
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i/884 On entering the houfe, we were abfolutely afloniflied at the vafl: area 
it enclofed. It contained a large fquare, boarded up clofe on all fides to 
the height of twenty feet, with planks of an uncommon breadth and 
length. Three enormous trees, rudely carved and painted, formed the 
rafters, which were fupported at the ends and in the middle by gigantic 
images, carved out of huge blocks of timber. The. fame kind of broad 
planks covered the whole to keep out the rain ; but they were fo placed as 
to be removed at pleafure, either to receive the air and light, or let out the 
fmoke. In the middle of this fpacious room were feveral fires, and befide 
them large wooden veffels filled with fifh foup. Large flices of whale’s 
flefh lay in a flate of preparation to be put in limilar machines filled with 
water, into which the women, with a kind of tongs, conveyed hot 
flones from very fierce fires, in order to make it boll : — heaps of fifh 
were flrewed about, and in this central part of the place, which might 
very properly be called the kitchen, flood large feal-fkins filled with oil, 
from whence the guefls were ferved with that delicious beverage. 

The trees that fupported the roof were of a fize which would render 
the mart of a firfl-rate man of war diminutive, on a comparifon with 
them ; indeed our curiofity as well as our aftonlfliment was on its utmoft 
flretch, when we confldcred the flrength that mufl be ueceflary to ralfe 
thefe enormous beams to their prefent elevation ; and how fuch flrength 
could be found by a people wholly unacquainted with mechanic pow- 
ers. The door by which \ve entered this extraordinary fabric, was the 
mouth of one of thefe huge images, which, large as it may be fuppofed, 
was not difproportioned to the other features of this monflrous vifage. 
We afeended by a few fleps on the outfide, and after paffing this extra- 
ordinary kind of portal, defeended down the chin into the houfe, where 
we found new matter for aflonifhment in the number of men, women, 
and children, who compofed the family of the chief; which confifled of 
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at leaft eight hundred perfons. Thefe were divided into groupes, ac- 
cording to their refpeftive offices, which had their diftind places affigned 
them. The whole of the building was furrounded by a bench, about 
two feet from the ground, on which the various inhabitants fat, eat and 
flept. The chief appeared at the upper end of the room, furrounded by 
natives of rank, on a fmall raifed platform, rouiid which w'ere placed fe- 
veral large chefts, over which hung bladders of oil, large dices of 
wlialc’s fledi, and proportionable gobbets of blubber. Fedoons of hu- 
man fculls, arranged with fome attention to uniformity, were difpofed 
in almoft every part where they could be placed, and were confidered 
as a very fplendld decoration of the royal apartment. 

When we appeared, tlie guefts had made a confiderable advance 
in their banquet. Before each perfon was placed a large dice of 
boiled whale, which, with fmall wooden didies, filled with oil and fifh 
foup, and a large mufcle-diell, by way offpoon, compofed the economy 
of the table. The fervants were bufily employed in preparing to re- 
plenidi the feveral diflies as they were emptied, and the women 
in picking and opening the bark of a tree which ferved the purpofe 
of towels. If the luxury of this etitcrtainmcnt is to be determined 
by the voracioufnefs with which it w'as eaten, and the quantity that 
was fwallowed, we mud confider it as the mod luxurious fcad we had 
ever beheld. Even the children, and fome of them were not more than 
three years old, podefled the fame rapacious appetite for oil and blubber 
as tlieir fathers. The women, however, are forbidden from eating at 
ihcfe ceremonials. 

Wicananidi, with an air of hofpitallty vvliich would have graced a more 
cultivated foclety, met us halt way from the entrance, and condinTied us 
to a feat near his own, on wliich wc placed ourfelves, and indulged our 
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1 78P. curiofity during the remainder of the banquet, in viewing the perfpetSlive 
i»!NE. habitation. 

The fcaft being ended, we were defired to (hew the prefents which 
wej e intended for the chief : — a great variety of articles, brought for that 
purpofe, were accordingly dlfplayed, among which were feveral blankets 
and two copper tea-kettles. The eyes of the whole aflembly were rivetted 
on thefe unufiial objedls, and a guardian was immediately aligned to the 
two tea-kettles, who, on account of their extraordinary value and beauty, 
was ordered to place them with great care in the royal coffers, which 
confifted of large chefts rudely carved, and fancifully adorned with human 
teeth. 

About fifty men now advanced in the middle of the area, each of them 
holding up before us a fea otter (kin of near fix feet in length, and the 
moft jetty blacknefs. As they remained in this pofturc, the chief made 
a fpeech, and giving liis hand in token of friendfhip, informed us that 
thefe (kins were the return he propofed to make for our prefent, and ac» 
cordingly ordered them to be immediately fent to the (hip. 

Our royal hod appeared to be entirely fatisfied with our homage ; and 
we, who were equally pleafed with his magnificence, were about to take 
our leave, when the ladies of his family advanced towards us, from a 
didant part of the building, whither they had retired during the enter- 
tainment. Two of them had pafled the middle age, but the other two 
were young, and the beauty of their countenances was fo powerful as to 
predominate over the oil and red ochre which, in a great meafure, covered 
them. One of the latter, in particular, difplayed fo fweet an air of diffi- 
dence and modedy, that no difguft of colour, or deformity of drefs, could 
preclude her from awakening an intereft even in minds cultured to refine- 
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ment. We had not, very fortunately, difpofed of all the treafurc we had 1788. 
brought on fliore, and a few beads and car-rings that yet remained, ferved 
to give our vifit a concluding grace, by prefentlng them to thefc ladies 
of the court. 

We continued till the 17th, carrying on a very brllk trade with the Tucfdayii 
natives. The chief generally paid us a vilit every day, and we lived on 
the moft friendly terms with him and the whole village. The natives 
brought us abundance of fifh of various kinds. The falmon and falmon- 
trout was of the beft flavour, and we generally received cod, halibut, 
rock-fifh, and herrings frefh from the fea; while the women and chil- 
dren fold us cray-fifh, berries, wild onions, fallads, and other efculent 
plants an occaflonal piece of venifon alfo heightened the luxury of our 
table. 

On the 17th, Wicananifh requefled our attendance on fhore to engage 
in a barter for furs. On our landing, we were conduced, as before, to 
his houfe, where we found the number of his family to be rather en- 
creafed than diminiflied. No form or ceremony, however, was now 
employed ; the whole family feemed to enjoy a fociable intercourfe 
with each other ; the women were permitted to eat with the men, and 
greatly to our fatisfadion, the whole company appeared with the famili- 
arity of unbefmeared faces, fo that we had an opportunity of examining 
the comelinefs of one fex, and the beauty of the other. This circum- 
ftance led us to infer, that thefe people employ paint only on days of 
feftivity and ceremony. 

The fea otter fkins and other furs were now produced to the number 
of thirty, and of the moft beautiful kind; which, after a confiderable 
deal of negotiation, we at length purchafed ; for we found to our coft, 
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that thefe people, like thofe of Nootka, pofleffed all the cunning neceffarjr 
to the gains of mercantile life. The fame rage for prefents prevailed 
here, as in the Sound ; and even the ladies would interfere in making a 
bargain, and retard the conclufion of k, till they had been gratified with 
an added offering. 


Juff as we were going to embark, there was a fudden and unlverfal 
confufion throughout the village; a confiderable number of canoes were 
inftantly filled with armed men, and being launched in a moment, were 
paddled to the fhip. At firfl we were apprehenfive that Tome broil had 
taken place between the natives and the crew ; but we were foon fatisfied 
that a matter of political jealoufy, refpeding fomc of their neighbours, 
was the caufe of this fudden commotion. Some ftrangers having ven- 
tured to vifit the fhip without the knowledge of Wicananifh, the chief 
had ordered his people to fall upon the intruders, one of w^hom they had 
now feized and brought on fhore. We are forry to add, that this 
unfortunate man was immediately hurried into tlie woods, where we 
have every reafon to apprehend that he w’as quickly murdered. We made 
the moftearneff interceflion in his behalf, and even proceeded to threats 
on the occafion ; but while we were employed in the office of mercy, 
they, we fear, were enjoying the baibarity of revenge. This event 
flrengthened our opinion, that however mild and friendly the behaviour 
of thefe people might be to us, perhaps under the influence of fear, they 
were fierce and cruel to each other. Indeed it had been very generally 
obferved by us all, that at times, their countenances told a very plain tale 
ofafavage mind. 

The weather was very bad till the 20th, it blowing nn hard gale of 
wind from the South Eaff, with continual rain. At times, alfo, an 
heavy fwell rolled in upon us, which rendered our fituation very un- 

pleafiint. 
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plcafaiit. It was therefore determined that we fliould embrace the firft 1788. 

favourable moment to get into the inner port, which had been already ^'^*^*'* 

furvcycJ, and was found to be not only convenient, but entirely de- 
fended from the winds. 

In the evening it moderated, when the fhip was got under fail, which 
was no fooner obferved by Wicananifli than he came onboard, and fcfely 
piloted us into the harbour, which we named Port Cox, in honour of 
our friend John Henry Cox, Efq.— But not chuling to truft entirely to 
the (kill of the chief on the occafion, the boats were fent a-head to found, 
particularly on the bar; on which we had three and an half and four 
fathoms, and foon after deepened our water to thirteen, fourteen and 
fifteen fathoms. It then decreafed to eight, in which depth wc dropped, 
our anchor in a fafe and fecure harbour* 
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CHAP. xm. 


*the People of Wicananijh lefs civilized than ihofe at Nootha, — Certain necejfary 
Precautions give qfence to^ and occafion a Coolnefs between us and the Chief 
— Good Underfanding refored^ and the Treaty of Friendjhip renewed , — 
Reciprocal Prcfcnts pafs on the Occafon, — The Ufe of Fire arms known to 
the/e People, — The Village removes to a fmall Dijiance, — Treaty between 
Wicanantfh^ Hanna and Detooiche,’—Prefents on the Occafion. — Good 
Confcquences refulting to us from the Treaty, — Prefents made to and received 
from Wicananijh,— P ref ent arrives from King George's Sounds ^c,^Pre* 
pare for Sea,'— The Felice proceeds on her Voyage, — Defer iption of Port 
CoXf &c, ^c, 

O N the firfl view, the fubje£i:s of this chief appeared to be far lefs 
civilized than our friends at Nootka ; we therefore proportion ably 
encieafed our precautions. — Their numbers were very confiderable, and 
the boldnefs they diicovered in all their tranfadtions with us, gave us 
reafon to believe, that any relaxation of our vigilance might tempt them 
to a condudb which would produce difagreeable confequences to us all. 
Befides, both in fagacity, as well as adlivity, they were very fuperior to 
the inhabitants of King George’s Sound.- Wicananilh, himfelf, though 
rather inclined to be corpulent, was athletic and adlive ; — his brothers, 
poffelTcd the fame advantages ; and all the young men were robuft, in a 
continual ftate of exercife, and enured to confl'ant labour. We ob- 
ferved, that the moft tempeftuous weather never prevented them from 
going tofea, to flrike the whale or kill the otter :—fi(hing was an occu- 
5 pation 
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pation which was followed only by the inferior clalTes of the people. — The 
dominions of this chief were very extenfive, and the numerous tribes who 
acknowledged his dominion, rendered him a very powerful fovereign. 
We, therefore, had fufficient reafon to remain in a ftate of preparation 
againfl the poffibility of that mifchief which it was in his power to do 
ns, and which opportunity might tempt him to employ. 

This vigilance on our part, which was confidered by the chief as dif- 
truft in his fricndflilp, gave him great offence, and occafioned a (hort 
coolnefs between us. — On the 21 ft, Wicananifti obferved that whenever 
he paid us a vifit the great cabin was decorated with arms, and that fe- 
vcral blunderbuft'es, &c. were placed on the deck; and not only left 
the (hip in great anger, but refufed to trade with us himfelf, and for- 
bade his people from bringing us any fupplies of fifti or vegetables.— It 
was not, however, by any means, our intereft that things (hould remain in 
this unpleafant, as well as inconvenient (ituation ; it was therefore thought 
prudent to pay him a vifit of peace on the following day ; when, by the 
conciliating prefciit of a (word, with a brafs handle, and a large copper 
di(h, the treaty of friendihip was renewed; and this reftoration of good 
humour was confirmed by a prefcnt of five beautiful otter (kins, a fat 
doe, and a fupply of fi(h for the ertw. The generofity, as well as 
friendly condud of the chief, on this occafion, feemed to demand an 
extraordinary exertion of acknowledgment on ours ; and we made him 
happy beyond expreffion, by adding to his regalia a piftol and two charges 
of powder ; a prefent which he had long folicited. Indeed the ufe of 
fire-arms was known to this tribe previous to our arrival among them— 
When the Refolution and the Dlfcovery firft entered King George’s 
Sound, Wicananifti happened to be there, on a vifit to Maquilla, and 
then acquired this unfufpeaed branch of knowledge. 
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1788. On the 28th, we obferved that the whole village removed from their 
clofe vicinity tc the fea, into the inner port, with the fame eafy transfer 
which we had obferved on a (imilar occafion, at Nootka, and took up 
their new pofition about a mile from the fliip, on a point of land, juft 
within the entrance of the harbour. 

We were now formally made acquainted by Wicannnifti, that a treaty 
was negotiating between the chiefs Hanna and Detootche and himfelf, in 
which we were to be included ; the fubftance of which was, — that all the 
f'jrs then in their poffeftion fliould be fold to Wicananifh ; — that they 
fhoLild live in peace and fricndlhip with us ; — that all the otter (kins pro- 
cured after the completion of the treaty, by either of the contracting 
chiefs, or their people, fhould be difpofed of by rhemfelves, and that 
they w'ere all to have common accefs to the (hip, w^here a fair and equi- 
table market was to be opened for them without diftinction. 

From the jcaloufy which we already knew to fubftft between thefe 
chiefs, we were pcrfcttly fatished, as we (ince had convincing proofs, 
that, on our entering the territories of Wicananifh, neither Hanna or 
Detootche would be permitted to trade with, or even pay us a vifit with- 
out having obtained a previous permiffion for that purpofe. We had 
not therefore urged or encouraged an intercourfe, which, though it 
would have been very advantageous to us, might, and inoft probably 
would have brought on a war between the refpeeftive foverelgns. This 
treaty, therefore, gave us that extenfion of commerce which we fomuch 
wifhed, in the regular courfe of friendly negotiation, and we were not 
backwai’d in forwarding the completion of it. 

This treaty, which was managed with all the addrefs of refined policy, 
could not be arranged according to the propofed conditions, without an in- 

trufion 
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trufion on the treafurcs of Wirananifh, to which he knew not how to Tub- 1 7 ^®* 
mit ; and this was no Icfs tlian a demand of the copper tea-kettles he fo 
highly valued : but as the ceihon of them was made the governing article 
of the negotiation, they were at length, though reludlantly, configned to 
Hanna and Detootche, who immediately gave up all the otter (kins in their 
pofTeffion. But the chief did not long remain without being fully fatisfied 
by us for the lofs of his favourite veiTels, by our prefentlng him with Rich 
articles as would make him ample reparation, and which he, probably, 
had in view when he made fuch a (acrifice. We therefore, among other 
things, fele£ted fix brafs hiked fwords, a pair of piftols, and a mufket, 
with feveral charges of powder ; and we would even have replaced the 
treafures with which his coffers had been fo lately enriched, but not a 
a Tingle kettle was to be found in the (hip. This prelent was fent on 
fhore, and, including the returns to it, we had now procured an hundred 
and fifty fine otter (kins. 

At this time a canoe very iinexpeaedly arrived from King George’s 
Sound, with a prefent of fifh from Maquilla, who had been made ac- 
quainted with all our motions, from the time we Irtt his territories. 

By the fame opportunity we had the pleafure of hearing that our party 
were well, and continued to make fpeedy advances towards the comple- 
tion of the veffel : as one of the people, who was rather more intelligent 
than the re(f, by meafuring a certain number of fpans, contrived to in- 
form us of the adlual (fpte of the little mainatlee, as he called her;— by 
which we uiiderkood that her floor-timbers were laid. 

The objea of our touching at this port being now fulfilled, by having 
procured all the furs in the polfclTion ofWicananifh, with Tome confiderable 
fupplies of the fame kind, from Hanna and Detootche, we now prepared to 
put to Tea, to explore the coaft to the Southward of this port. On the 28th, 

T 2 the 
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1788. the (hip was warped out of the inner harbour over the bar, and, in the 

Juki. evening, the roadfted was cleared ; when we purfued our courle along 

Ihore, with a light wefterly breeze and fine weather. 

The harbour of Wicananifh affords very fccure fheltcr, with good 
anchorage, both in the roads and the inner port. An archipelago of 
iflarti 3 s feems to extend from King George’s Sound to this place, and ftill 
further to the Southward. The channels between thefe iflands are in- 
numerable ; but the neccfiary occupations of the (hip would not allow us 
time to fend out boats for the purpofe of examining them : — as far, how- 
ever, as our obfervation extended, we are difpofed to believe that there 
kno channel for (hips but that which we entered, and which is an ex- 
ceeding good one. 

Thefe iflands are covered thick with wood, with but very few clear 
fpots, at leaft that we could difcern. The foil is rich, producing wild 
berries, and other fruit in great abundance. The timber is of uncommon 
fize, as well as beauty, and applicable to any purpofe; — wc fiuv Se- 
quent groves, almofl: every tree of which was fit for mafls of any clU 
menfions. Among a great variety of other trees we obferved the red oak, 
the larch, the cedar, and black and white fpruce fir. 


In all our commercial tranfa^ions with thefe people, w^e were, more 
or lefs, the dupes of their cunning: and with fuch peculiar artifice did 
they fometimes condu-St themfelves, that all the precaution wc could 
employ, was not fufficient to prevent our being ovcrreaclicd by them. 
The women, in particular, would play us a thoufand tricks, and treat 
the difeovery of their fineffe with an arch kind of pleafantry that baffled 
reproach. — They were very fuperior in perfoiial charms to the ladies of 
Nootka, and poflefled a degree of modefly which is not often to be 

I found 
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found among the favagc nations. — No entreaty or temptation in our 1788. 
power could prevail on them to venture on board the (hip. But their ^'^***’ 
beauty was dcftroyed by the filthy application of oil and ochre, and 
a general inattention to that cleanlinefs which Europeans confider as 
cflential to female charms. We had an opportunity of feeing an in- 
ftance of their delicacy, which, from its fingularity, may not be thought 

unworthy of a relation. Among other vifitors of the (hip, we were 

one day very much furprifed by the appearance of a canoe paddled along 
by women, and containing about twenty of that fex, without a fingle 
perfon of the other. As we had never feen a canoe fo freighted before, 
it very much engaged our attention; and, while we were contemplating 
this company of ladies, a young man leaped fuddenly among them from 
another canoe ; at which they were fo alarmed, that, though they were 
chd in their beft array, they all threw themfelves, in an inftant, into 
the fei, and fwara in a body to the Ihore. 

The people of Wicananilh are alfo very fuperior in point of induftry 
and a£livity to thofe of King George’s Sound. At break of day, without 
regard to the weather, the village was always empty ; the men were 
employed in killing the whale, hunting the fea otter, or catching filh, 
and the women were in the woods, gathering berries, or traverfing the 
fands and rocks in fearcli of cray and Ihcll-fifh. 

During our ftay here, many Grangers arrived from the Southern part 
of the coafi:, on purpofc to vifit us but they were not only forbidden to 
tiade, but to have any communication Vviih us ; to which regulation wc 
thought it prudent to fubmit. Thefe vilits were very beneficial to Wi- 
caiianilh, and raifed his importance with us, as we found that all thefe 
people, coming from various and diftant diftrids, w^re fubjea: to his 

power. 
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1788. power. Befides the two villages already mentioned, he had feveral other 

June, places of refidcncc, to which he occafionally refortcd, according to the 

feafon of the year, the calls of neccffity, or the invitations of pleafurc. 
In one of thefe places we reckoned twenty^fix houfes, each of which were 
capable of containing an hundred inhabitants. In fhort, fiich was the 
power and extenfive territory of Wicananifti, that it was very much our 
intereft to conciliate his regard and cultivate his friendfhip, 


CHAP. 
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Purfue our Courfe to the Southward alonpr the Coaji, ^Numerous Villager 
feated on the Shore. — 'The Inhabitants come 'ff to the Ship^ and their Difap- 
point ment at our not coming to an Anchor, — ITfcwsr th^ Straits of Juan de 
Fuca, — Their Extent' and Situation^—^The Natives come off to the Ship , — 
Tatootche comes on board, — A Defeription of him, — Long-boat difpatched to 
find an Anchorage , and its Return, — Bad Behavhur of the Natives, — Pur- 
fue cur Courfe along the Coaji, — Short Account of the Straits (f Juan de 
Fuca. — Ifiand of Tatootche paffed.— Natives come off to the Ship, ^c , — 

Pafs numerous Villages, — Dangerous Coaji, — Violence of the South Eajl 
Storms. ---Cape Flattery , ^Village of Claffett.-Ship enters the Bay of 
^eenhithe, -Savage Appearance of the Place.See the Village of ^eeneutell. 

— Dejirudtion IJle, — Danger of the Ship, &c, ^c. 

W E now left Wicananllh, and during the night of the 28th we 
fleered Eafl South Eafl, within three leagues of the land ; and 
on the morning of the 29th, we fcMind ourfelves a - bread of a large Sound, Sunday 29 
from whence we faw a number of canoes coming out to meet us. 

The canoes very foon paddled up to us, and fome of the people came 
on board. They Informed us that there were feveral villages in the 
Sound, but all under the jurifdiaion of Wicananifh.— As we had reafon 
to believe that the chief had drawn all the furs from this place, we de- 
termined tp avail ourfelves of the prefent favourable fcafon, to proceed 
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1788. to the Southward, and to call at this place on our return. The natives 
employed their utmofl: perfuafions to keep us Ibmetime on their coaft, 
but on obferving that the fhip was fleering its courfe beyond their vil- 
lages, they took their leave of us with very evident marks of chagrin 
and difappointment. 

We purfued the courfe to Eafl South Eafl, along the fhore, at the dif- 
tanceof three miles, having crofled the mouth of the Sound, which we 
obferved to be of no great depth. At noon the latitude was 48” 39' 
North, at which time we had a complete view of an inlet, wliofe en- 
trance appeared very extenfive, bearing Eafl South Eafl, diflant about 
fix leagues. We endeavoured to keep in with the fhore as much as pol- 
fible, in order to have a perfedl view of the land. This was an objed 
of particular anxiety, as the part of the coafl along which we were now 
failing, had not been feen by Captain Cook ; and we knew of no other 
navigator faid to have been this way, except Maurelle ; and his chart, 
which we now had on board, convinced us that he had either never 
feen this part of the coafl, or that he had purpofely mifreprefented it. 

As we continiHuOur courfe along the land, vve perceived frequent vil- 
lages on the fhore, from whence we were vifited by canoes filled with 
people, who in their perfons and manners very much refembled thofe 
of Port Cox. The different villages were individually anxious to keep the 
commerce of the fhlp to tbemfelves, and that we fliould come to an anchor 
off their refpe£live habitations; but as the entire coafl was open to the 
fca, even if we had been inclined to indulge tlieir requefl, it would not 
have been in our power. We, however, purchafed feveral fea otter 
fkins of them, and proceeded on our courfe. 


By 
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By three o’clock in the afternoon, we arrived at the entrance of the 
great inlet already mentioned, which appeared to be twelve or fourteen 
leagues broad. From the maft-head it was obferved to ftretch to the 
Ball by North, and a clear and unbounded horizon was feen in this di- 
redrion as far as the eye could reach. We frequently founded, but could 
procure no ground with one hundred fathoms of line. About five o’clock 
we hove to off a fmall ifland, fituated about two miles from the Southern 
land, that formed the entrance of tliis ftrait, near which we faw a 
very remarkable rock, that wore the form of an obelilk, and flood at 
fomc diflance from the ifland. 

In a very fhort time we were furrounded by canoes filled with 
people of a much more favage appearance than any we had hitherto 
feen. They were principally cloathcd in fea otter fkins, and had their 
faces grimly bedaubed with oil and black and red ochre. Their canoes 
were large, and held from twenty to thirty men, who were armed with 
bows, and arrows barbed with bone, that was ragged at the points, and 
with large fpears pointed with mufcle-fliell. 

We now made fail to clofe in with this ifland, when we again hove 
to about two miles from the fhore. The ifland itfelf appeared to be a 
barren rock, almofl inacceffible, and of no great extent ; but the furface 
of it, as far as we could fee, was covered with inhabitants, who were 
gazing at the fhip. We could by no means reconcile the wild and un- 
cultivated appearance of the place, with fuch a flourifhing flate of 
population. 


1788. 

JUffE. 


The chief of this fpot, whofe name is Tatootchc, did us the favour 
of a vifit, and fo furly and forbidding a charadler we had not yet feen, 

U His 
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1788. His face had no variety of colour on if, like the reft of the people, but 
was entirely black, and covered with a glittering fand, which added to 
the favage fiercenefs of his appearance. He informed us that the power 
of Wicananifh ended here, and that wc were now within the limits of 
his government, which extended a confiderable way to the Southward. — 
On receiving this information, we made him a fmall prefent, but he did 
not make us the leaft return, nor could he be perfuaded to let his peo- 
ple trade with us. We had, indeed, already received fome account of 
this chief from Wicananifh, who advifed us to be on our guard againft 
him and his people, as a fubtle and barbarous nation. 

It was our defign, if pofiible, to caft anchor here, and, with this 
view, the long-boat was manned and armed, and.fent under the direc- 
tion of a proper officer, to found between the illand and the main, in 
order to find an anchoring- ground. The ftrongeft injunctions were given 
to avoid, if poffible, any difpute with the natives, and a fmall portion 
of trading articles was put in the boat, in cafe the natives ftiould be 
inclined to barter. 

After the departure of the long-boat for the ffiore, which was followed 
by all the canoes, we kept tacking occafionally near the ifland, which 
we had now an opportunity of examining with fome degree of minute* 
nefs ; and, in whatever direClion we beheld it, it appeared to be a barren 
rock, furrounded with reefs, on which the fea broke with great fury. 
We, however, had fome hope that, between it and the main, a place of 
fhelter and fecurity might be found, as the fituation would have been 
very convenient, not only for the purpofe of exploring the ftrait, but 
alfo for the extenfion of our particular commerce. 


About 
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About fevcn in the evening, the long-boat returned without having 
found any place ft for anchorage, and having procured but very few 
furs. The ifland, as the officer informed us, was not of a deceitful ap- 
pearance ; it was a folid rock, covered with a little verdure, and furrounded 
by breakers in every diredlion. A great crowd of canoes came off to the 
boat, filled with armed people, who behaved in a very diforderly man- 
ner; feveral of whom jumped into the boat, and took fome trifling arti- 
cles away by force, and then triumphed in their theft. Our people 
were highly enraged at this condudl, and fully difpofed to retaliate; — 
but the prudence of the officer kept them quiet, who, being fearful of 
fome unpleafant event, had no fooner made the neceflary examination, 
than he returned on board. 

We were perfedly convinced that WIcananifh had drawn from this 
chief a confiderable quantity of his furs, as we obferved many of our 
articles abcut them, which they could not have obtained but from Port 
Cox or King George’s Sound. One of the natives in particular was In 
poffeffion of a complete fet of coat buttons, which was very familiar to 
the memory of us all. 

Being thus difappointed in obtaining an harbour here, we continued 
our courfe to the Southward, and examined the coaft with great attention, 
in expeftation of finding a place of fecurity, from whence our boats would 
be enabled not only to examine this ftrait, but other confiderable por- 
tions of the coaft. With this view we made fall about eight in the 
evening, and ftood along the fhore, with pleafant and moderate weather. 

The ftrongeft curiofity impelled us to enter this ftrait, which we (hall 
call by the name of its original difeoverer, John De Fuca. 

U 2 Some 
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Some accounts of the ftraits of John deFuca are handed down to us 
from the very refpedlable authority of Hakluyt and Purchas : the for* 
mer of whom records the opinion which the minifters of Q^eeii Eliza- 
beth entertained of its importance. We had now ocular demonftration 
of its exigence, — and we are perfuaded, that if Captain Cook had fcen 
this ftrait, he would have thought it worthy of farther examination.— 
The circumftauces which put it out of our power to gratify the ardent 
delire we pofl'eflcd of executing fuch a defign, will be faithfully related, 
as we purfue the narrative of the voyage.— A more particular detail of 
this remarkable inlet may already have been favoured by the reader’s 
attention, in the introdu£lory memoir which treats of the yet probable 
exigence of a North Weft paflage. 

In the morning of the 30th of June, we had made no great progref^ 
from the land, as it was calm during the greater part of the night. — 
The ifland of Tatootche bore nearly South Eaft, diftant only three 
leagues. About ten o’clock a great number of canoes came from the 
ifland, in which there could not be lefs than four hundred men, among 
whom we obferved the chief himfelf. They amufed themfelves in pad- 
dling round the (hip, every part of which, but particularly the head, 
they feemed to behold with extreme admiration : indeed, it is more than 
probable that the greateft part of them had never feen fuch a veflel be- 
fore. We had been already fo much difpleafed by the conduct of the 
chief, that we did not think proper to invite him on board. The party, 
however, gave us a fong, which did not differ much from that we heard 
in King George’s Sound. But offended as we might be with the peo- 
ple, we could not but be charmed by their niufic. Situated as we 
were, on a wild and unfrequented coaft, in a diftant corner of the globe, 
far removed from all thofe friends, connc<ftions, and circumftances 
which form the charm and comfort of life, and taking our courfe, as it 


were. 
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were, through a folitary ocean ; In fuch a fituation the fimpte melody of jygg^ 
nature, proceeding in perfeA unifoii and cxa6t mcafurc from four hun- 
dred voices, found its way to our hearts, and at the fame moment awa- 
kened and becalmed the painful thought. 

About noon, a gentle breeze fprung up, when we continued our 
courfe to the Southward along the (hore, at about the diftance of three 
miles, and the natives of Tatootche returned to their ifland. As 
we fleered onwards, canoes continually came off from the villages, 
which we obferved from time to time, on the high banks clofe to the 
fea. The people in the different boats invited us in the mod earned man- 
ner, to deer in for their refpedive villages ; but no means we employed, 
and we took fome pains to effed it, could prevail on any of them to 
venture on board the fhip. 

The appearance of the land was wild in the extreme,— Immenfe fo- 
reds covered the whole of it within our fight, down to the very beach,, 
which was lofty and cragged, and againd which the fea dafhed with fear- 
ful rage. The fhore was lined with rocks and rocky iflets, nor could we 
perceive any bay or inlet that feemed to promife the lead fecuriry to the 
fmalled veffel : and unlefs there were fome narrow coves, which were 
Imperceptible to us, we knew not how the natives could find a fhelter, 
even for their canoes; yet the villages we faw were neither inconfiderable 
in extent or in number. As we deered along, the force of Southerly 
dorms was evident to every eye ; large and extenfive woods being laid 
flat by their power, the branches forming one long line to the North 
Wed, intermingled with roots of innumerable trees, which had been 
torn from their beds, and helped to mark the furious courfe of thefe tem-^ 
peds ; whofe violence may be conceived, when we refledl on the great 
1 extent 
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extent of ocean over which they blow, without a fingle object to imped; 
their progrefs or break their violence. 

About feven in the evening, we had a dillant fight of Cape Flattery, fo 
named, as it was hrfl: feen, by Captain Cook. It bore South Eaft half 
Eaft, at the dlftaiice of (ix leagues. This head-land is laid down in the 
latitude of 48'' 5' North, and longitude 235° 3' Eaft of Greenwich. — 
In our accounts there was a very little difference, but we are moft wil- 
ling to place the error on our fide. We had alfo a near view of the 
village of Claffet, which is fituated on an high and fteep rock clofe to 
the fea. Though this place appeared to be of confiderable extent, one 
canoe only came off to us, containing thirty men clad in Ikins of -the 
fea otter. 

The coaft from Cape Flattery feemed now to trend entirely to the 
Southward ; nor could we perceive any opening or inlet whatever, that 
proiniled to afford us a place of (helter. As it was our defign to make 
a particular examination of this coaff, the fhlp was hove to at funfet, 
for the night. This part of the coaft was lined with rocks, and feveral 
breakers ran off Claffet, at about the diflance of half a mile. 

At day-break, we refumed our courfe., Cape Flattery bearing North 
North Well, having been drifted in the night to the Southward. The 
weather bore a very unfettled appearance, and it blew ftrong from 
the Well: South Weft, which was nearly on the Ihore. At feven, the 
bay of Queenliithe opened to our view, which we entered with all thofe 
unpleafing fenfations which may be fuppofedto arife from the refle(ftion, 
that we were approaching the place where, and the people by whom, 
the crew of the boat belonging to the Imperial Eagle were maffacred. 


As 
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As we (leered along the (hore, weobfetvcd the fmall river andifland 
of Queenhithe ; but it became, on a fudden, fo thick and gloomy, that 
the land, which was at about four miles dlftance from us, was fcarcely 
difcernible. Wefaw neither canoes or inhabitants, and an awful (ilence 
reigned around us. But though the village of Queenhithe was obfcured 
from our view, we could very plainly difcern the town of Oueenuitett, 
which is'diftant from it about fevcn or eight miles. It is fituated 
on an high perpendicular rock, and is joined by a narrow and im- 
pregnable caufeway, twenty feet in height, to the main land, which 
is an entire foreft. With our glaffes we obferved a multitude of 
houfes fcattered over the face of the rock. As we advanced, Deftrudion 
Ifland was feen at the diftance of about a mile, fituated in the middle 
of the bay, and didant from the main land about two miles: it is low 
and flat, and without a fingle tree ; it however prefented us the rare and 
pleafant fight of a confiderable fpace covered with verdure ; and appeared 
to be furrounded by breakers, on which an heavy Tea rolled, occa- 
fioned by the South Weft wind. In this pofition we had ten fathoms 
over a muddy bottom. 

About eleven o’clock the wind veered to the South Weft, which 
brought thick weather and rain, and we found ourfelves completely 
embayed, — a fituation we (hould very gladly have avoided. An heavy 
fwell already rolled into the bay, which promifed to prevent us very 
effedlually from coming to anchor, particularly if it blew from the 
South Weft quarter, being dire£lly on the land, which to the South- 
ward was in fuch a diredion, that a South Eaft courfe would not 
weather any part of it; nor, on the other tack, could we hope to wea- 
ther the Wefterly land, on account of the great Wefterly fwell. 

In this fituation we ftood, as the better tack, to the South South 
Eaft, until noon ; when, being within half a mile of the (hore, wc 
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1788* were obliged to tack, and ftand to the Weft North Weft : our foundings 
were fifteen and eight fathoms clofe to the land, which was covered 
with wood to the water’s edge. We remarked, however, that the 
beach was not very fteep, and here and there we obferved fomc bare 
and fandy patches. 

We now kept under a prefs of fail, as it blew very ftrong ; nor 
dared we even to take in a reef of the top-fail ; befdes the weather was fo 
thick, that we could not fee a mile a-head of the fhip. We, how- 
ever, imagined that we ftiould be able to weather Deftrudion Ifland, 
and continued under this croud of fail to avoid the danger before 
us ; when, at one o’clock, k cleared up for a moment, and we fiw the 
ifland a point under our lee-bow, at the diftance of a mile and an half, 
an heavy fca drifting us faft in with the fliore. 

There was now nothing to be done, but to caft anchor, which we 
prepared to do in the wildeft place we ever beheld, — and where we 
were morally certain our anchors could not hold, though the bottom 
was mud, from the ftrong tumbling in of an heavy fea. 

In this fituation, — the diftrefe of which was not a little cnhaiwrcd by 
the reflection that we were on a (here whofe barbarity our countrymen 
had already experienced, — ten minutes muft have decided our fate : 
when providentially the wind, on a fudden, veered to the South South 
Eaft, which enabled us to tack and fteer off the fhore with a flowing 
Ihcet, and happy in the profpeCt of procuring an offing before night ; — for 
I believe there was not a perfon on board the fhip who had not re- 
flected on the melancholy poflibility of his becoming a victim to the 
cannibals of Queenhithe. 


CHAP. 





NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA. 


i6i 


1788. 

Juty. 


CHAP. XV. 


Our Progrefs along the Coaji, — Difcover Shoalwater Bay, which is inaccejftble 
to the Ships. — Natives come off.^neir honejl Dealing. — Some Account of 
them. — JVe purfue our Courfe, — Deception Bay. — Difference between the 
Spanifl} Charts of Maurelle and the real Situation of the Coaji. •^Beautiful 
Appearance of the Country.— Pafs ^ichfand Bay and Cape Look-out.’^ 
See three remarkable Rocks. — Clofe our Progrefs to the Southward. — Future 
Plan of proceeding. — Knowledge gained of the Coaji. — Parts left unexplored 
by Captain Cook now vifited.^Reafons for returning to the Northward.^ 
Purfue our Courfe to the North.-- Strait fjohn de Fuca fen again.^-^An^ 
chor in Port Effingham. — A Defer iption of it, tic. — Marine Animals feen, tic, 

^T^HE wretched fate of the people belonging to the Imperial Eagle, 
evidently predominated In the minds of our crew ; and being 
on the very coaft where fuch an a£l of barbarity was committed, the in- 
fe£lious apprehenfon of a fimilar deftruflion fpread generally amongft 
them. It was the common fubjed of their difeourfe, and had fuch an 
Influence on their fpirits, as to endanger the lofs of the Ihip, in a man- 
ner which will be related hereafter. 

We continued {landing to fea all the evening of the firfl of July, 
when, at midnight, being of opinion that we had fufficient offing, we 
wore and flood in again for the land. At one o’clock in the morning, 
the wind veered to the Weft South Weft, which encouraged us to hope 
for a fufficient degree of favourable weather, to continue our examination 
®f the coaft. 


X 


On 



VOYAGES TO THE 


162 

1788. 

July. 

Wednefday a 


Thurfday 3 


Friday 4 


On the morning of the 2d, at feven o’clock, we again faw the land 
bearing Eaft, at the diflance of feven leagues, which we judged to be 
a little to the Southward and Eaftward of Q^eenhithe. This land was 
very remarkable from its having the appearance of a faddle, and that part 
of it obtained the name of Saddle Hill. We computed it to be in the la- 
titude of 46° 30' North, and longitude of 235° 20' Eaft of Greenwich, 
We flood to clofe in with it, when it appeared to be theSouthernmofl point 
we had feen the preceding day, from Deflrudlion Ifland. The wind veered 
again to the South South Eafl, and at once damped our hopes of fa- 
vourable weather. Heavy rain with a thick fog fucceeded, which obliged 
us to tack and fland again to fea. 

The bad weather continued all this day, with an heavy fea from the 
Weflward, that endangered the long-boat, which we had towed aftern 
ever fmce our departure from King George’s Sound. It was, therefore, 
impoflible for us to encounter the land without running into extreme 
danger. Bcfides, the moon was now near irs change, a period which, 
according to our obfervations, never failed in thefc feas to bring bad 
weather along with it. We therefore carried a p refs of f^il, to obtain a 
good diftance from the land ; which was, at this time, an object of ncy 
common confequence. 

On the 3d at noon, we had a glimpfc of the fun, and the latitude was 
47® 46' North. The wind fliifted to the South Wefl, on which we 
tacked and flood to the South South Eafl, immediately in for the land. 
We now were at about the diftance of twenty leagues from Cape Flattery* 

During the night the weather was moderate and clear, and on the 4th 
the wind fliifted to the South Eaft ; when we again tacked and flood to 
the Eafl North Eaft, in order to near the land. We flood thus till 
flx o’clock in the evening, when the land was feen bearing from North 

to 
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to North Eaft. In the Northern quarter it was of a great height, and 
covered with fnow. This mountain, from its very confpicuousfituation, 
and immenfe height, obtained the name of Mount Olympus. We com- 
puted it to be in the latitude of 47® 10' North, and longitude 235® Eafl: 
of Greenwich. In the North Eaft it flretchcd itfelf out to a point, 
which we judged to be in the latitude of 47® 20' North. We kept 
{landing in for the land, during the night, with a light breeze from the 
South Eall ; and at fun-rife on the 5th, it bore from North by Wefl:, to 
Eaft by North, our di fiance off (hore being 12 leagues; fo that in the 
night we had been affedied by a conhdcrable current, uhich had fet us 
from the land. 

At noon the latitude was 47® i' North, and the lofty mountains feen 
on the preceding day, bore Eafl North Eaft, diflant feven leagues. — 
Our diflance might be four leagues from the (bore, which appeared to 
run in the dire£lion of Eafl South Eafl, and Weft Nortii Weft, and 
there appeared to be a large found or opening in this direction. 

By two o’clock, we were within two miles of the fhore, along which 
we failed, which appeared to be a perfc«ft foreft, without the veftige 
of an habitation. The land was low and flat, and our foundings were 
from fifteen to twenty fathoms over afn hard fand. As we were fleering 
for the low point which formed one part of the entrance Into the bay 
or found, we {lioaled our water gradually to fix fathoms, when breakers 
were feen to extend in a diredion quite acrofs it, fo that it appeared to 
be inacceflible to (hips. We immediately hauled off the fliore until 
we deepened our water to fixteen fathoms. This point obtained the name 
of Low Point, and the bay that of Sboal-water Bay ; and an head-land 
that was high and bluff, which fofiliwd the other entrance, was alfo 
named Cape Shoal water. The head-land we judged to be in the lati- 
tude of 46® 47' North, and the longitude 235® 1 1 ' Eaft of Greenwich. 
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1783. The diftance from Low Poin^ to Cape Shoal- water was too great to 
admit of an obfervation in our prefent fituation. The (hoals ftill appeared 
to run from ftiore to fhore; but when we were about midway, we again 
bore up near them, in order to dlfcover if there might not be a channel 
near the cape : we accordingly ftecrcd in tor the mouth of the bay, when 
we thoaled our water to eight fathoms. At this time the breakers were 
not more than three miles from us, and appeared to extend to Cape Shoal- 
water, when it was thought prudent again to haul off. From the maft- 
head it was obferved that this bay extended a confiderable way inland, 
fpreading into feveral arms or branches to the Northward and Eaftward. 
The back of it was bounded by high and mountainous land, which was 
at a great dlftance from us. A narrow entrance appeared to the North 
Wcfl, but it was too remote for us difeover, even with glafl’es, whether 
it was a river or low land. 

We had concluded that this wild and dcfolate fhore was without inha- 
bitants, but this opinion proved to be erroneous ; for a canoe now came 
off to us from the point, with a man and boy. On their approach to the 
Ihlp, they held up two fea otter Ikins ; we therefore hove to, when 
they came alongfide and took hold of a rope, but could not be perfuaded 
to come on board. We then faftened feveral trifling articles to a cord, 
and threw them over the fide of the fhip, when they were inftantly 
and eagerly feized by the boy, and delivered by him to the man ; who 
did not hefitate a moment to tie the two otter Ikins to the cord, and 
waved his hand as a fign for us to take them on board, — which was ac- 
cordingly done, and an additional prefent immediately conveyed to him in 
the fame manner as the former. 

Thefe ftrangers appeared to be highly delighted with their unexpe^fed 
treafurc, and Teemed, at firft, to be wholly ablorbed in their attention to 

the 
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the articles which compofed it ubut their curlofity was in a (hort time 
entirely transferred to the (hip, and their eyes ran over every part of 
it with a'moft rapid tranfition, while their a£lions ej^preffed fuch extreme 
admiration and aftonKhment, as gave us every reafon to conclude that 
this was the firft time they had ever been gratified with the fight of fuch 
an objedl. 

We endeavoured to make ourfelves intelligible, by addreffing them in 
the language of King George’s Sound, which we 1 ad found to prevail 
from thence to the diftrid of Tatootche ; but they did not comprehend a 
word we uttered, and replied to us in a language which bore not the 
lead refemblance or affinity, as far as we could form judgment, to any 
tongue that we had heard on the coaft of America. 

On a particular infpedbion, we obferved that the fa(hion of their canoes 
differed fiom tliofe of their more Northern neighbours. In their perfons 
and cloaths, indeed, they refemblcd the people of Nootka; but we ob- 
ferved no ornaments about them which could lead us to fuppofe that 
they had ever before communicated with Europeans. Ncvertlulels their 
firft holding up tlic otter (kins, and the manner in which they conduded 
themfcives afterwards, plainly proves that they had an idea of trade : in- 
deed, it is more than probable that (ome of the natives ot 'Patootche’s 
diftrid may have occafionallv roamed thus far, and communicated the 
intelligence of ftraiigers arriving in ftiips to trade for furs. But there is 
every reafon to believe that thefe people are of a different and diftind 
nation from thofe of King George’s Sound, Port Cox, and Tatootche; 
nor is it improbable but that this very fpot might be the extreme boundary 
of their diftrid on tlie North. In this perfuafion we became doubly 
anxious to find lome place of Ihelter, — fome harbour or port where the (hip 
c could 
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1788. could remain in fafety, while the boats might be employed in exploring 

July. q£ coaft. 

During the time wc had been lying to for thefe natives, the fhip had 
drifted bodily down to the flioals, which obliged us to make fail, — when 
the canoe paddled into the bay. It was our wifli to have fent the long- 
boat to found near the fhoals, in order to difeover if there was any chan- 
nel ; but the weather was fo cloudy, and, altogether, had fo unfettled an 
appearance, that we were difeouraged from executing fuch a defign.-^ 
Nothing, therefore, was left for us but to coaft it along the fhore, and 
endeavour to find fomc place where the (hip might be brought to a fecure 
anchorage. 

We therefore continued our courfe ; and, by feven o’clock, we were 
at no great diftance from Cape Shoal- water, when we again had a clear 
and diftind view of the bay and fhoals. — Our depth of water was fixteen 
fathoms, over a fandy bottom, and the land extended to the Eaft South 
Eaft, from the Cape, from which we were diftant three leagues. The 
land to the Southward made like iflands, but that circumfVance was at- 
tributed to the fog, which now came thick upon us. As night came on 
the fhip was hauled off fhore and hove to, to await the return of day- 
light. 

Sundays momlng of the 6th was very unfavourable to the bufinefs of 

making difeoveries the wind veered to the North, and blew very 
ftrong, with a great fea;--Cape Shoal- water bore Eaft by North fix 
leagues; and the land was everywhere covered with a thick mift; we 
therefore did not bear up till nine o’clock, when the mift cleared 
from off the land.— As we approached it our foundings were very regu- 
lar, from forty to fixteen fathoms, over a fandy bottom.— At half paft 
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ten, being within three leagues of Cape Shoal-water, we had a perfect 1788. 
view of it ; and, with the glaffes, we traced the line of coaft to the 
Southward, which prefented no opening that promifed any thing like an 
harbour. An high bluff promontory bore off us South Eaft, at the dif- 
tance of only four leagues, for which we fleered to double, with the hope 
that between it and Cape Shoal- water, we fliould find fome fort of 
harbour. We now difeovered dlflant land beyond this promontory, and 
we pleafed ourfelves with the expeftation of its being Cape Saint Roc 
of the Spaniards, near which they are faid to have found a good port. 

By half pafl eleven we doubled this cape, at the dlftance of three 
miles, having a clear and perfe£l view of the fhore in every part, on 
which we did not difeern a living creature, or the leaft trace of habitable 
life. A prodigious Eaflerly fwell rolled on the (hore, and the foundings 
gradually decreafed from forty to (ixteen fathoms, over a hard, fandy 
bottom. After we had rounded the promontory, a large bay, as we had 
imagined, opened to our view, that bore a very promifing appearance, 
and into which we fleered with every encouraging expeftation. 

The high land that formed the boundaries of the bay, was at a great 
diflance, and aflat level country occupied the Intervening fpace : the bay 
itfelftook rather a weflerly diredlon. As wc fleered In, the water flioaled 
to nine, eight, and feven fathoms, w^hen breakers were feen from the 
deck, right a-head ; and, from the mafl-head, they were obferved to 
extend acrofs the bay. We therefore hauled out, and direded our courfe to 
the oppofite fliore, to fee if there was any channel, or if we could difeover 
any port. 

The name of Cape Difappointment was given to the promontory, and 
the bay obuined the title of Deception Bay. By an indifferent meridian 
j obfervation, 
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1788. obfcrvation, It lies in the latitude of 46® 10' North, and in the computed 
longitude of 235® 34' Ead:. We can now with fafety alTert, that there is 
no fuch river as that of Saint Roc exifts, as laid down in the Spanilh 
charts : to thofe of Maurelle \vc made continual reference, but without 
deriving any information or afliHauce from them. 

We now reached the oppofte fide of the bay, where difappointment 
continued to accompany us ; and being almoft certain that there we fliould 
obtain no place of ihelter for the fliip, we bore up for a diflant head- land, 
keeping our courfe within two miles of the fliore. 

Tlie face of the country, however, aflumed a very different appearance 
from that of the Northern coaft. Many beautiful fpots, covered with 
the hnefl verdure, folicited our attention ; and the land rofe in a very 
gradual afeent to the diftant mountains, fkirted by a white fandy beach 
down to tlie fca. As we failed along, fpacious lawns and hanging- 
woods everywhere met the delighted eye, — but not an human being 
appeared to inhabit the fertile country of New Albion. 

As we thus purfued our courfe along the (bore, obferving every part of 
it with the mofl minute attention, a large opening appeared a-head, which 
once more animated our hopes, and formed a new fource of difappoint- 
ment. In the offing it blew very ftrong, and a great wefferly fwell 
tumbled in on the land. By feven o’clock we were abreaft of this open- 
ing, the mouth of which, to our great mortification, was entirely 
clofed by a low fandy beach, nearly level with the fca, which appeared 
to flow over it, and. form an cxtenfive back-water -.—beyond it an open 
champaign country extended to a confiderable dlflance, where it was 
confined by a boundary of lofty mountains. 
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The bay was named by us Quickfand Bay, and an adjoining head- 1788. 
land Cape Grenville ; — the diftant Southerly head-land, we called 
Cape Look-out. This cape is very high and bluff, and terminates 
abruptly in the fea. At about the diftance of two miles from it 
there rofe three large rocks, which were very remarkable, from the great 
refemblance they bore to each other. — ^The middle one has an arch- 
way, perforated, as it were, in its centre, through which we very plainly 
difeovered the diftant fea. — They more particularly attracted our notice, 
as we had not obferved between King George’s Sound and this place, any 
rocks fo confpicuoufly fituated from the land:— their dlftance from each 
other might be about a quarter of a mile, and we gave them the name of 
the Three Brothers. 

By eight in the evening we were within three leagues of Cape Look* 
out, which we judge to lie in the latitude of 45® 30' North, and in the 
longitude of 235® 50' Eaft of Greenwich. We were now convinced that 
there was no opening between the Cape and Quickfand Bay. 

As we had met with nothing but difeouragement, we here gave up all 
further purfult, and clofed our progiefs to the Southward : — we therefore 
hauled our wind, in order to proceed again to the Northward. 

It was our intention to take our courfe to the great bay or found which 
we had paffed the day after our departure from Port Cox, and from 
whence a large company of the natives came off to us. This bay had, in- 
deed, been already vifited by the fhip Imperial Eagle, where we had found 
a fecure anchorage : from thence we propofed to fend the long- boat, in 
order to explore the ftraits, and to afeertain whether the inhabitants were 
a people diftin£t from thofe of Nootka Sound. 

y Wc 
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1788. We had now obtained no inconfiderable knowledge of tlie Coaft of 
America, from King George’s Sound to Cape Look-out: that is, from 
the latitude of 45® 37' North, to the latitude of 49° 37' North. — We had 
not only traced every part of a coaft which unfavourable weather had 
prevented Captain Cook from approaching, but had alfo afcertained the 
real exiftence of the Strait of John de Fuca, which, now renewed 
its claim to our attention. We moft anxioufly wilhed to have con- 
tinued our inquifitlve courfe to the Southward, as far, at leaft, as lati^ 
tucle 42®, where it is faid Captain Caxon found a good harbour; but the 
feafon was already fb much advanced, that had we gone fo far to the 
Southward, we ftiould not have been able to return to King George’s 
Sound before the equinodial gales fet in a feafon to be dreaded on this 
coaft, more efpccially when we knew of no harbour where we could take 
refuge againft the violence of It : — Befides, we were influenced by a very 
natural anxiety concerning the party we had left atNootka -they might 
have been in want of our aftiftance, and various circumfiances might 
have arifen, which would render our return of importance to them,, at 
leaft before the month of September :-—Bcrides, if we had purfued our 
courfe to the Southward, we fhould have been altogether prevented from 
examining the ftralt; as the bad weather which we had every rcafon to 
believe we ftiould experience on our return, might, and in all probability 
would, prolong the courfe of it to the middle of Auguft. — As it was, we 
fcldom enjoyed a fucceftion of tliree days without cither fog or rain* 

The eqiilnodial gales blow with great fury on the coaft of America, and 
generally fet in from the loth to the i jlh of September, We were 
therefore apprehenfive that they might drive us off the coaft, and force 
us, perhaps, to fleer to the Sandwich Iflands, and, of courfe, to leave 
the party at Nootka in a fituation of difficulty and danger. 


Such 
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Such were the reafons which determined us to return to the North, 
and to keep King George’s Sound open, at all events, let the wmds or 
weather be what they might. This meafurc was alfo cflentially neceffary, 
as it was already agreed that on the 20th of September one of the (hips 
(hould leave the American coaft on her return to China ; but before this 
part of our expedition could be put in execution, the new veflel was to 
be launched and equipped for fea, and near three thoufand fathoms of 
cordage manufaftured, — a bulinefs which would employ a more nume- 
rous crew than our (hip contained. 

At fun-rife of the 7th, Cape Look-out was feen, bearing Eaft by South, 
at the diftance of twelve leagues. Our latitude at noon was 45° 12' North, 
and the variation of the compafs only 16" lo' Eaft. 

It was the loth of July before we again made the land, when at noon 
we difeerned the high land forming the Eaftern (here in the Straits of 
de Fuca ; and, at fun-fet, we faw the Eafternmoft head-land of the large 
found near Port Cox, which obtained from us the name of Cape Beale : 
this head-land bore North by Eaft, diftant ten leagues. The variation of 
the compafs was here 1 8® 30' Eaft. 

On the I ith, in the morning, we were off the mouth of this found, 
which appeared extenlive, but of no great depth. Several iflands were 
placed nearly in the middle of it, which were rather high, and well 
wooded. The long-boat was fent to find the anchoring-ground, and, 
above eleven o’clock, (he returned to pilot us into a fine fpacious port, 
formed by a number of iflands, where we anchored in eight fathoms 
water, over a muddy bottom, and fecurely (heltered from wind and fea. 
A large number of natives immediately came off in their canoes, and 
brought abundance of fi(h; among which were falmon, trout, cray, and 
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other (hell-fifh, with plenty of wild berries and onions. Thele people 
belonged to a very large village, fituated on the fummit of a very high 
hill.— I'his port we named Port Effingham, in honour of the noble Lord 
of that title. 

On the 1 2th, the falls and running rigging were unbent, a party of 
waterers were fciit on fhore, and the reft of the crew were employed 
about the neceftary duty of the ftiip. 

This found had been vifited by Captain Barclay, of the Imperial Eagle, 
in the year 1787, who named it Barclay Sound. The found itfelf is 
very extenfive, and contains feveral fcattered iflands, entirely covered with 
wood. On the main land there are large and populous villages, well 
watered by rivulets, where great numbers of falmon are taken, which, 
when properly prepared, conftitute a principal part of their winter’s 
food. 

The port is fufficiently capacious to contain an hundred fail of (hips,— 
and fo fortunately ftieltered as to fecure them from any ftorm. — The 
anchorage is alfo good, being a foft mud, and the watering place perfedly 
convenient. 

In our paftage from Cape Look-out to Port Effingham, we faw num- 
bers of fea otters playing in the water with their young ones ; but at the 
fhlp’s approach they quickly difappeared. Once or twice we paffed 
within a few yards of foine of them, as they were fleeping on their 
backs in the fea. At firft we took them for pieces of drift-wood, till, 
on being awakened be the noife of the (hip, they inftantly dived away. 
We alfo faw many whales of the fpermaceti kind, and feals without 
number, befides other huge marine animals. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Tahe pojfeljion of the Straits of de Fuca in the Name of the King of Great Brt^ 
tain, — Vifited by the Natives, — Pleafant Situation of the Ship, — Long-boat 
equipped and fent on an Expedition, — f he Object of it, — Strangers refort to 
the Ship, — Anxiety on Account of the Long-boat^ which at length arrives*^^ 
Reafon of her quick Return,-'r-ConJIibl with the Natives of the Straits of de 
Fucoy and the Confequences of it, — Falour of thofe People, — l*he dangerous 
Situation of the Boat and Crew, — Difiance advanced up the Straits of de 
Fuca, — Pofition of them, — Human Heads offered to fale, — Damp thrown 
on the Spirits of the Crew, — Prepare for Sea, — Leave Port Effingham , — 

An Account of the Port and Sound, — Progrefs of the new Veffel^ 

Succefs in collecting Furs, — Attention of Maquilla- 

“WT may not be Improper to mention that wc took pofleflion of the 
ftraits of John de Fuca, in the name of the King of Britain, with 
the forms that had been adopted by preceding navigators on (imilar 
occahons. 

On the 30th of July, a confiderable number of natives vifited the Swnday 
fhip in this ftation, from whom we purchafed furs of various kinds.~ 

But it was obferved by us, that they were not accompanied by their 
chiefs, or indeed any perfon of authority amongft them. They alfo 
brought us great plenty of falmon, which, in delicacy of flavour, far 
exceeded that of Nootka Sound, with large quantities of (hcll-filh, and 
the refrcfliing as well as falutary proviflon of wild onions, and fruits of 
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1 78s. their woods; with which nature had kindly furniflied every part of the 
coaft where we had any communication with the natives of it. 

It was now the height of fummer, the weather was warm and plea- 
fant ; and we very fenfibly enjoyed the benign influence of the delightful 
feafon. Not a Tingle patch of fnow was vifible on the fummits of the 
lofty mountains which furrounded the found. We could not, therefore, 
but derive a moft refrelhing fatisfadion from our temporary repofe in 
this calm and charming fituation. 

We embraced the prefent favourable opportunity to difpatch the long- 
boat, not only to explore the ftraitsof de Fuca, but to procure, if poflible. 
Tome knowledge of the people of Shoalvvater-Bay. She was, therefore, 
properly equipped for the occafion, was manned with thirteen of our 
people, and furniflied with provifions for a month. The command of 
her was given to Mr. Robert Diiffln, our firfl: officer, to whom written 
inftrudlions were delivered, by wliich he was to govern himfelf in the 
condudlof this little expedition. — On the 13th, the boat departed on its 
voyage of difeovery. 

The crew employed on this occafion, added to the party we had fpareJ 
for the fervice of King George’s Sound, had fo diminiffied our (hip’s 
company, that it became abfolutely neceflary for us to put ourfelves in 
the beft pofiible flare of preparation, in cafe our prefent neighbours, who 
are a numerous, bold, and powerful people, (hould be tempted by a 
knowledge of our weaknefs to make an attack. All the guns were 
therefore mounted ; the arms cot ready for fervice, and orders iffued 
that none of the natives fliould, on any pretence whatever, be fuffered 
to come on board the (hip. 


imme- 
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Iramediatcly after the departure of the long-boat, a confiderable num- 1788. 
her of canoes from the Northward, came along-fide us, few, if any, of 
which contained lefs than thirty men, and many of them more, befides 
women and children. Among our vifitors we recollcdlcd the faces of 
feveral whom we had already feen at Port Cox, of which place they 
were inhabitants. The others were natives of the Weftern fhore which 
ftretches down to the ftraits, and which forms a part of the extenfive 
territories of Wicananifh. That prince, it feemed, had lately given a fplen- 
did feaft to a large number of his principal fubjcdls ; and from the great 
quantity of thofc articles he had received from us, which we now perceiv- 
ed among them, there was every reafon to fuppofe that he had added to the 
fplendout of his banquet, by dividing his treafures among thofc who had 
the honour of being invited to it. 

Nothing material occurred till the 20th ; the weather continued to be Sunday it 
extremely fine, and our communication with the natives was on terms of 
reciprocal good underllanding. They daily reforted to us with furs, fifh 
and vegetables, and fometimes an occafional prefent of very fine venifon 
added its luxury ro the common plenty of our table. But in our prefent 
ftate of inadivity, the fituation of the long-boat was continually prefiing 
home upon our minds with the hopes of fuccefs, or the fears of calamity. 

The favage nature of the people who inhabited the parts which our friends 
were gone to explore, operated to alarm the one ; at the fame time thatour 
confidence in their (kill, courage,, and good conduft, animated the other.— 

While, however, our imaginations were following them in their voyage, 
with the moft affedlionate folicitudc, they were on the verge of deftrue* 
tion, and threatened with, (haring the abhorrent fate of their countrymen 
who were devoured by the cannibals of Qucenhithc. 
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1788. On the evening of the aoth, we faw the fails of the long-boat in the 
offing; but the fudden impulfe of our unrcfleding joy on the occafion, 
was immediately checked by the apprchenlions that naturally arofe in 
our minds from her early return. The interval of her arrival at the 
fhip was a period of very painful fufpenfe to every one on board : at 
length, to our inexpreffible fatisfa£lion, we obferved, on her coming 
along-fide, that not an individual was miffing. Our immediate attention, 
however, was called to the affiftance of fome wounded men, who had 
fuffered feverely in a very violent conflid the boat had fuftained 
with the natives of the ftralts, and which was the caufe of her fudden 
return. 

The whole attention of the jfhip was now transferred to our wounded 
people ; but though feveral of them were much hurt, we were confoled 
with finding that no mortal injury had been received by any. The 
officer was wounded by a barbed arrow in the head, which would have 
killed him on the fpot, if a thick hat had not deadened the force of the 
weapon. One of the feameii was pierced in the breaft, and another in 
the calf of the leg, into which the arrow had entered fo far as to render 
a very large incifion abfolutely neceflary, in order to difeharge it, A 
fourth received a wound very near the heart, but the weapon which gave 
it, very fortunately fell (hort of the vital parts. The reft of the people 
were bruifed in a terrible manner by the ftones and clubs of the enemy ; 
even the boat itfelf was pierced in a thoufand places by arrows, many of 
which remained in the awning that covered the back part of it ; and which, 
by receiving the arrows, and breaking the fall of large ftones thrown 
from flings, m a great mcafure faved our party from inevitable de- 
ftrudtion. 


la 
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In this engagement the natives behaved with a fpirit and refolution 1788. 
that rofifted the ufual terror of fire-arms among a favage people ; for the 
contefl was clofe, and for fome time our men fought for their lives. — 

One of them had beenfingled out by an individual favage for his vi(Stim, 
and a fierce engagement took place between them. The native was 
armed with a ftone bludgeon, and the failor with a cutlafs. They both 
manifefted, for fome time, equal courage and dexterity ; but if an inter- 
vening oar had not broke a blow, armed with all the force of his enemy, 
our brave countryman muft have funk beneath it. It however failed of 
its obje£l, and gave him an opportunity, by a fevere ftroke of the cutlafs, 
to deprive the native of an arm, who, notwithftanding fuch a lofs, and 
feveral other wounds, contrived to fwlm from the boat, indebted for his 
life to the noble mercy of his conqueror, who difdained to kill him in 
the water. 

The fcaman who was wounded in the leg, continued, during the adion, 
with the arrow in his flefh ; and without attempting to rid himfelf of 
the torturing weapon, became, by his eburageous and adive exertionsj a 
very principal inflrument in preferving the boat. 

Though we had never had any intercourfe or communication with the 
inhabitants of the ftraits, we had indulged ourfelves with the hope that 
our friendly condud towards their neighbours, might, by fome means, 
have reached the diftrid of their habitation, and given them favourable 
imprefllons of us : but their conduft marked the moft favage and bloody 
hoflility ; and the fury of their onfet compelled a fimilar fpirit of re- 
finance ; but to do juftice to the humanity of our people,— notwithfland- 
ing the adual fufferings of many of them, and the cruel fate which they 
well knew would have been the certain allotment of them all, had 
they loft the* day, —they never failed, in recounting the circumftances of 
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1788, of it, to exprefsan unfeigned concern for the unhappy people who had fo 
ra(hly courted their own deftrudion. 

The attack was begun by the favages,— who boarded the boat, with the 
defign of taking her, m two canoes, containing between forty and fifty 
men, who were moft probably fome of their choiceft warriors. Several 
other canoes alfo remained at a fmall diHance, to affift in the attempt ; and 
the fhore was every where lined with people, who difeharged at our veflel 
continual fhowers of ftones and arrows. A chief in one of the canoes, who 
encouraged the advance of the others, was mofl fortunately Ihot in the 
head v.drh a Tingle ball, while in the very a£l of throwing a fpear of a 
rnofe enormous length at the cockfwain. This circumftance caufed the 
canoes to draw back, and deprived the natives who were already engaged, 
of that lupport which muft have enfured them the vi£lory.— Indeed, 
as it was, when we confider that the boat’s company confifted only of 
tliirt.cn m^, who were attacked wdth the moft courageous fury by fu- 
perior numbers, and galled as thefe were, at the fame moment, by the 
numerous weapons conftantly difeharged from the ftiore, their efcape is 
to be numbered among thofe favourable events of life, which never fail 
to excite, in well ordered minds, a mingled fenfation of gratitude and 
aftonifhment. 


The boat had advanced a confiderable way up the Straits of de Fuca, 
and had entered a bay or harbour; when, as our people were pre- 
paring to land for the purpofe of examining it, they were attacked by the 
natives, as has been juft related ; and, of courfe, efFedually obftrufted in 
the purfuit of their original defign. From this ftation, however, they 
obferved, that tlie ftraits to the Eaft North Eaft appeared to be of great 
and to cncreafe rather than diminifh, 
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As they returned down the ftraits, they were met by a fmall canoe 
paddled by two men, who were the fubjeds of WiCiinanlfli, and from 
whom they purchafed fome fifli. But words cannot exj)rcts the iurprife 
and abhorrence of our people, when thefe favages held up two human 
heads, but juft cut off, and ftill ftreaming with blood, by way of offering 
them to fale. They held thefe deteftable objedls by the hair with 
an air of triumph and exultation ; and, when the crew of the boat 
difeovered figns of difguft and deteftation atfuch an horrid fpedacle, the 
favages, in a tone, and with looks of extreme ratisfa(ftion, informed 
them, that they were the heads of two people belonging to Tatootche, 
whom they had murdered, as that chief had lately declared war againft 
Wicananifh. This circumftance threw a damp upon the fpirits of the 
crew, which continued, more or lefs, through the whole of the voyage. 

Though the boat had not fucceeded in the principal objed of our 
expedition, yet it did not return without being able to communicate fomc 
knowledge of the ftraits of de Fuca. She had failed near thirty leagues 
up the ftralt, and at that diftance from thefea it was about fifteen leagues 
broad, with a clear horizon ftretching to the Eaft for 1 5 leagues more. — 
Such an extraordinary circumftance filled us with ftrange conjedures as 
to the extremity of this ftrait, which we concluded, at all events, could 
not be at any great diftance from Hudfon’s Bay: — An opinion which is 
confidered at large in the Introdufliou to this volume. 

We were now obliged to give up all hope of obtaining any further 
fatisfaflion concerning the extent of the ftraits, or of the particulars of 
Shoalwater Bay, at leaft for this feafon. We therefore prepared to return 
with all poftible expedition to join our party in KingsGeorge s Sound. 
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On the 21ft, we put to fca with the tide of ebb, and by noon we 
were entirely clear of the Sound, Our latitude was 48^ 41' North, and 
Port Effingham bore North Weft by North, at the diftancc of five miles. 

During our ftay in this port, we were vifited by a great variety of 
people, who relided at different places between Port Cox and the ifland 
of Tatootche. But none of thofe who inhabit the country up the ftralt 
ventured to approach us : perhaps the fear of Tatootche, whofe ifland is 
fituated at the very entrance, and is faid to contain near five thoufand 
people, might prevent them from coming to the fhip. 

In this ftation we procured a confiderabfe quantity of very fine fea- 
otter fkins, w’ith abundance of fifh, confifting of falmon, halibut, her- 
rings, fardonies, cod, trout, and rock-fifli. We were alfo furniflied with 
a continual fupply of vegetables and fruits of the woods ; particularly 
a kind of wild currant, which grows on trees of a tolerable fize. 

The found is, by no means, fo extenfive as that of Nootka. It affords^ 
however, feveral places of fhelter, but none of them are fu commodious 
as Port Effingham, which is entirely fecure from all winds. The coaft 
every where abounds with timber for fhip-building, and. which would 
form the fineft mafts and fpars in the world. 

During the whole of the 22d the wind blew from the Weft Noi^h 
Weft, with which we flood to fea to the South Weft, till noon of the 
2jd, when the latitude was 48° 36' North.— At this time we had 
made fo confiderable an offing that we loft fight of land ; when, at three 
in the afternoon, the wind veering to the South Weft, we tacked and 
flood to the Weft North Weft, to make the land. 

I la 
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In the morning of the 24th, the wind (hifted to the Southward, which 1788. 
brought thicks hazy weather,, and of courfc prevented us from clofing Thurfday *4 
with the fliore. Towards noon, however, it cleared away, and the lati- 
tude was 49® 40' North : but we fcarcely had taken the meridian, when 
the fog returned, and on founding, we had no more than twenty fathoms 
of water ; on which we tacked immediately and flood to fea. At four 
o’clock it again cleared up, when Breaker’s Point was feen bearing 
Eaft by South, diftant four leagues, and our diflance from the land was 
only three leagues ; fo that wheia we tacked, we muft have been clofe 
on board it. 

The thick, mifly weather did not entirely clear away till the morning Friday 
of the 25th, when the entrance of King George’s Sound was feen bearing 
Eafl North End, at the diftance of fix leagues ; but it again came on fo 
very foggy, that it would have been imprudence in the extreme to have 
run for the land. 

About eight o’clock in the morning of the 26th, we happily anchored Saturday 
fafe in Friendly Cove; when we enjoyed the very great fatisfa£lion of 
finding our friends in perfe(^l health and fecurity, as well as the veflel 
in a forward ftate of advancement : file was completely in frame, part of 
her fides were planked, her decks laid, and mofl of her iron work 
finiflied. 

During our abfence a confiderable quantity of furs had been collei^ed, 
not only from the natives, but from various companies of firangers, 
whom the fame of the velTel had induced to vifit Nootka, in order to fa- 
tisfy their curiofity with the fight of fuch an objefl. 


Maquilla 



V 0 YAO E S TO THE 


ill 

1788, Maquilla had fcrupuloufly adhered to every part of bis engagement, 
and the faithful Callicum had attended to the welfare and fafety of our 
people, with the vigilance of honour, and the affeftion of friendftiip : 
the inhabitants of the village in his jurifdidlion, not only brought 
dally and plentiful fuppKeg of fifli and other provifions to the houfe, but 
gave the party every affiftance in their power, by his immediate orders. 
Nor is it poffible for us to relate his zealous regard and unfliaken attach- 
ment to ns, without lamenting the unmerited fate he received, from 
the unfeeling and execrable condu<£l of men who were natives of the 
mofl enlightened quarter of the globe, and boaft the profeflion of a reli" 
^ion of peace and mercy. 


C H A P, 



NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA. 


i8j 

1788. 

Jvir. 


CHAP. XVIL 


Anxiety of the Party on Shore on Account of the Ship, --Reports fpread by the 
Natives,— Knowledge obtained by the Party of our Engagement in the Straits 
of De Fuca, and its Confequence, — Improvement made in the Houfe^ 
during the Abfence of the Felice. — 7 he Aftonijlment of the Natives 
at the Building of the Fejfely with their peculiar Attention to the Employ^' 
ment of the Smiths, — Our Obfervation of the Sabbath an Object of 
particular Curiofity to the Natives, — Some Knowledge of their Religion deri- 
ved from thence, — Defgnof proceeding again to Port Cox, — Reafons ajjigned 
for not flopping there on our Return from Port Effingham, — Our Intentions 
fruJirated,^Mutiny on Board. — ^he Perfons concerned in it turned on 
Shore, — And the Reafons for fuch a Meafure^ (ic. 


I F, during our progrefs to the Southward, we felt at times a very 
poignant anxiety for the fafety and welfare of thofe whom we had 
left on fhore, it cannot be fuppofed, for a moment,, that they were not 
affe£i:ed by fimilar feiifations for their friends on board the Felice ; 
who were gone to encounter the dangers of thofe feas where it was- 
doubted that ever (hip had ploughed the water, and to explore thofe 
coafts which they did not fuppofe an European foot had ever trod, — 
Their folicitude was equal to our own ; and their intervals of Labour 
were conflantly employed in countii>g the hours of our abfence, — offer- 
ing up prayers for our fafety, — and joining in wifhes for our return. — 
But this was not all— ^the natural concern they muff feel on our account,, 
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1788* was heightened into the moft painful alarm, from a report brought them 

lutv. jjy fubjedls of Wicananifh, which contained an account of 

our having been attacked by the people of Tatootche, who had cut to 
pieces a part of the crew of the Felice; and that the principal officers 
were among thofe wlio had fallen in the conteft. — Such a relation, which 
could not be fuppofed, by the moft incredulous of our people, to be a 
mere invention, threw them into a ftate of confufion that checked 
the growing ardour of their exertions, and caft a gloom over them 
which the utmofi: efforts of their refolution, and the- fpirit neceflary to 
encounter a repeated acceflion of difficulties, was not able entirely to dif- 
fipate.— This report, however, proved to be an entire fabrication of thofe 
who brought it, as it was previous to the adlion of our long-boat with 
the natives of the Straits, which might have, in fome degree, juffified 
an exaggerated account of that unfortunate event. — From what motives 
this falfhood was fabricated, wc never could difeover, or, indeed, form 
any thing like a fatisfa^forjr conjeaure. A full and faithful account, 
however, of our proceedings in Port Effingham, and a particular de- 
feription of our wounded feamen, was brought to Nootka Sound, by a 
native of that port, who had arrived to difpofe of a cargo of furs to 
MaquUla. 

Among other unpleafant confequences of this report, it put an end, for 
fome time, to all communication between the natives of King George’s 
Sound and the houfe ; and occafioneJ our people, who were under the 
afflidling apprehenfions that they (hould never fee us more, to redouble 
their precautions till the arrival of the Iphigenla — Their joy, therefore, 
may be more eafily conceived than deferibed, when they faw the Felice 
enter the Sound, and beheld every perfon on board in health and fpirits, 
who had departed with her. 


The 
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The fituatlon and circumftances in which we found our little colony 
at our return, very evidently proved their diligence, as well as attention 
to the orders left with them for their condud during our abfence. The 
houfe had been rendered perfectly fecure from any attack of the natives, 
though they fhould have employed their whole force againft it. A pali- 
fado of ftrong flakes, with a well-formed fence of thick hufhes, had ren- 
dered our ground, in a great meafure, impregnable. Various other im- 
provements, of lefs confequcnce, had been made, as new ideas of conve- 
nience and utility fuggefled themfelves, which, altogether, gave the place 
an appearance of a little dock-yard, and not only engroffed the attention, 
but excited the aflonilhment of the Nootkan people. 

Our abfence from the Sound had been only one month and twenty-five 
days; and in this time, as we have already particularized, a very expe- 
ditious advance had been made in the veflel.— She was, as may be 
very naturally fuppofed, an objed of great curiofity among the natives, 
who could never be perfuaded that fuch a body of timber would find a 
power equal to the removal of it from the flocks on which it was build- 
ing.— But their mofl inquifitive attention employed itfelf on the work- 
fhop of the fmitbs, and the operation of the forges. Their fimple minds, 
in a flate fo diflant from the knowledge of enlightened nature and the 
cultivated world, beheld, with all the extravagance of infantine delight, 
the mechanic (kill of our artificers.— Nor was their interefl lefs engaged 
than their curiofity, in attending to thofe powers which fabricated the 
variety of articles that added fo much to the pride, the pleafure, and 
the convenience of their lives.-Indeed they w^ere continually making 
application to have iron forged into forms of ufe or ornament ; and 
fo very fickle were they in the obje£ls of their fancy, that it became a mat- 
ter of confiderable trouble to fatisfy their varying inclinations.— It was 
therefore determined to turn this changeful difpofition to our own ad- 
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vantage, by enhancing the value of indulging it ; in confequcnce of 
which regulation, the daily fupply of pro vifions was confiderably aug- 
mented, and filh and fruit were brought in encreafing abundance. 

The 27th, being Sunday, the crew had leave toamufe themfelves with 
a ramble on ftiore. The weather was extremely plealiint,— the air was 
genial, — and every one wore in his looks the fatisfadlion he felt,, on en- 
joying a ceffation from labour, and the indulgence of cafe and fecurity. — 
Indeed it was our conftant cuftom to pay all poflible refpe£t to the fab- 
bath, and to fulfill its defign, whenever it was in our power, by making 
it a day of reft. 

The natives could not, at firft, comprehend why all our occupations 
ftood ftill on this day but the different cloathing of the men, and, 
particularly, the clean faces of the.fmiths and armourers, awakened their 
curiofity fo far as to produce an enquiry of us concerning this incompre- 
henfible regulation. — The manner of their receiving our explanation, 
gave us fome infight into their religion, which will be the fubjedt of 
a future page. 

On the 28th, we refumed our work, and a large party was fent into 
the woods to fell timber, for the purpofs of planking the veffel, which 
was a very laborious bufinefs, as there were large logs to be conveyed 
upwards of a mile, through a thick foreft, to our little dock yard. — The 
remainder of the crew were employed, either in making cordage, aflifting 
the carpenters, or preparing the Ihip for fea. 

It was now determined to put our defigii in execution of proceeding 
in a few days to Port Cox, to pay another commercial vifit to Wicananifh. 
It was, indeed, our original intention to have taken that place in our 
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way back from Port Effingham ; but the accident of the long-boat, b 
the Straits of de Fuca, and our impatience to return to our friends in the 
Sound, predominated over every other confideration. But as we were 
now perfedly fatisfied as to the (ituation and progrcfs of the party at 
Nootka, it was agreed to proceed again to fea, as we cxpeded to reap 
very confiderable advantages from the numerous hunters of Wicananifli, 
who, we had every reafon fuppofe, would, by this time, have accumu- 
lated a very large quantity of furs. Nor did we hcfitate to believe, that 
our reception from that chief would be more gracious, as it was now in 
our power to replenifli his coffers with fuch an ineftimable article as 
a copper tea-kettle. But this defign was unfortunately fruftrated by a 
very dangerous mutiny again breaking out, which was pregnant with 
confequences of the moft alarming nature. 

This mutiny was headed by the difgraced boatfwaiii, and the befl: men 
in the (hip.— They made a defperate attempt to feize the arms and put 
the firft officer to death, who was left to take care of the (hip; as every 
other perfon in command was on (hore, in the engagement of his duty, 
or for the purpofe of recreation. The time which was chofen for this 
enterprize was well imagined, as it was in the evening, on their return 
from the woods, and when, as we firft obferved, there was but one 
officer on board. 

Ever fi nee the firft (ymptoms of mutiny appeared off the Philippines, 
the arms had been removed from the quarter-deck to the cabin ; and 
this precaution faved the (hip : for the officer having fortunately 
gained the cabin before the mutineers, he placed himfelf at the door 
with a loaded blundcrbufs, and kept them from advancing, while he 
called aloud for affiftance. It was a fortunate circumftance that moft of 
the officers were fitting on the quarter-deck of the new veffel, which was 
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1 788, not more than an hundred yards from the fhip. We therefore inilantly 
heard the alarm through the cabin-window, and did not delay an mftant 
in getting on board the fliip. 

The firft ftep we took was to arm ourfelves when, being thus pr^ 
pared, we turned the crew on deck, as we were determined to face the bu- 
finefs on theinftant. We well knew that there were many good men in 
the fhip ; and we refolved, if poiTiblc, to feparate them from the reft, 
before they were prevailed on, by any means, to job in the plot. The 
crew being now all on deck, it inftantly appeared who were the 
ringleaders in the bufmefs, though we had fome reafon to apprehend that 
the mutiny was a matter of general agreement. We then informed 
them that it was our determination to proceed to extremities ; and 
warned fuch as were difpofed to be obedient, to feparate themfelves 
from the reft:— When, on prefenting our arms, moft of the crew 
came over to us, leaving eight turbulent fellows, headed by the dis- 
carded boatfwain, who remained deaf to all our perfuafions to return to 
their duty.— -As we were now very fuperior in numbers, we hoped to 
fettle the matter without ftiedding a drop of blood on the occafion. We 
therefore left them the alternative, either to go into irons, or be turned 
on fliore among the favages. They preferred the latter,— and were in> 
diately landed, with every thbg 4 hat individually belonged to them. 

They were no fooner gone than good order and difeipline were reftored. 
Inftruftions, however, were fent to the party on fliore, not to permit the 
mutbous people to find a ftielter at the houfe, or to be admitted to any 
communication with them. A ftridl watch was alfo kept on board, as 
we were not, by any means, without our doubts concerning the difpofi- 
tions of the reft of the crew. 


We 
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We were not informed of the whole extent of the plot till the follow- 
ing day, when one of the Tailors came and gave a voluntary account of it. 
Almoft all the crew had figned a paper, by which they bound themfelves 
to join in getting poffeflionof the (hip, when they were immediately to 
quit the coaft of America, and fteer their courfe to the Sandwich Iflands; 
from whence they propofed to make the be ft of their way to fome port 
where they might difpofe of their valuable cargo. — As they had 
taken care to deftroy the writing, we could not difcover what their in- 
tentions were with refpe<ft to the officers, — but the beft treatment 
they could have expelled, would have been to be left at Nootka. Every 
individual oi the crew, remaining on board, was eager to exculpate him- 
felf ; and they all joined in declarmg, that the menaces of the ringleaders 
alone wrung from them a temporary confent to join in the mutiny; 
and the fear of being inftantly murdered, was the only caufe of preventing 
them from giving notice of the plot to the officers of the (hip. 

Had we been acquainted with thefe circumftances on the preceding 
evening, in all probability it would not have palled without bloodlhed ; 
but our ignorance of them fortunately preferved us from fuch a cataftrophe. 
The ringleaders were now, at lead, removed from any opportunity of doing 
mifehief, by being clear of the (hip ; for, befides the attention they 
would have required, had they been kept in irons,r~wc could not, even 
in fuch a fituation, have prevented their communication with the other 
feamen ; which might have been employed in creating difeontents, if not 
in endkvouring to form new plans for effeding their atrocious purpofes. 
We determined therefore that they (hould remain on (hore, at lead till 
the arrival of the Ipbigenia, 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Condull oj the Party on Shore refpedling the Mutiny, -^Promije made to the Crew 
to go to the Sandwich IJlands, — Occupation of the Ship* s Company. — I’be 
Mutineers go to live with Maquilla and Callicum.^They are Jlripped of their 
Cloaths^ and made to work, — Prince fs Royal feen in theOJfng, — Prepare for 
Sea, — ^uit King George's Sound a fecond T*ime, — Prefents made to Maquilla 
and Ccdlkum. — SChofe Chiefs prepare for JVar, — Arms lent to them. — Strength 
of Maquilla* s Forces. — He departs on his Expedition to the Northward.^ 
InfruSiions given to the Party on Shore, 

T his dlfturbance on board the fhip occafioned, at firft, no little un* 
eafinefs as to the influence it might have on the remaining part of 
our voyage; but we were not only confoled, but encouraged in favourable 
cxpe(5l3tions, by the condudt of the party on (bore, who not only declared 
their deteflation and abhorrence of the mutinous defigns, in the moft 
forcible terms, but took every method which their underftandings could 
fuggeft, to fatisfy us of their obedient difpofitiou and fenfe of duty. — 
They renewed their aflurances of fidelity to us in the moft folemn man- 
ner, and we did not withhold the confidence we believed them to deferve. 

This mutiny furprifed us the more, as no relaxation of duty had taken 
place fince our departure from China. The crew had been kept ftri£IIy 
to the various occupations which our circumftanccs required, but with- 
out that rigour which begets difeontent ; and they moft certainly did 
not enjoy the leifure which idlcncfs fo often appropriates to mifehief. As 
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to the folly of their defign, that is not a matter which will juftify a mo^ 
mentis wonder. It is very fortunate for mankind that wickedncfs fo 
often wants judgment: in this cafe, thedelign of running away with 
the (hip arofe from little more than the impatience of their paflions to 
get to the Sandwich IQands, which w^e had declared to be a part of our 
voyage, and where they longed to folacc themfclvcs in the enjoyments af- 
forded by thofe voluptuous abodes. — As to any fubfequent arrangements, 
they had probably left them, with all the improvidence of a failor’s 
charader, to the chance of future determination. 

Indeed, — nor was it unnatural, — the obedient as well as diforderly 
part of the crew, looked with fome degree of impatience to a period 
when they fliould change the defart fhorcs of Nootka, and the nau- 
feating cuftoms of its inhabitants, for the genial climate, the luxurious 
abundance, and the gratifying pleafures of the Sandwich Iftands. Nor 
was our departure from St. George’s Sound lefs anxioufly defired by many 
of the crew, from the reflexion that cannibals inhabited its fhores, — and 
that the fate which had befallen their countrymen at Q^cenhithe, might, 
from fome untoward caufe or other, happen to them. Indeed, as we 
have before obferved, the idea of being eaten by the Americans abrolutely 
haunted the imaginations and preyed upon the fpirits of many of our 
people. — ^Wc therefore thought proper to renew our promifes of going 
to the Sandwich Iflands, and the eyes of every one fparkled at tha 
thought. 

The diminution of our fhip’s company, from the prefs of employ- 
ment on fhore, and feparation of the mutinous feamen, prevented us 
from leaving King George’s Sound, to make another voyage to Port 
Cox, as we had intended. The fails were therefore unbent, the running- 
rigging unreefed, and wc prepared to give the carpenters every alTift- 
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178S. ance in our power towards fiuifliing the veffcl on the ftocks. For this 
purpofe, additional faw-pits were dug, and men lent to be employed in 
them ; new fupplies of timber were alfo brought from the woods, and 
an additional party was fpared from the fliip to aflift in making cordage, 
and the other occupations of our little dock-yard. At the fame time, 
the neceflary (lores were landed for the ufe of the houfe ; and as the 
fmiths had exhaufted themfelves of iron, their worklhop w’as repleniflied 
with a confiderable quantity of that cflentlal article. 

Though at our departure from China we pofTeflTed plenty of {lores 
of every kind, their confumption had been fo great in the various 
fervices which demanded them, that we were, at length, under the ne- 
ceflity of reforting to the produce of the country, and the exertions of 
cur own ingenuity, to fupply their decreafing or exhauiled {late. All our 
fea-cual being expended, we made charcoal with great facility, which 
tlie fmiths preferred to the other. The turpentine, which we got from 
trees in great abundance, was found to be of great fervice in paying the 
planks, to keep them from rending ; and, when mixed with oil, of which 
we could procure any quantity, it proved a veryufeful fuccedaneum for 
tar# — The red ochre which the natives employed to paint their faces, we 
purchafed from them:— In Ihort, there were very few, if any articles, 
to be procured at Nootka, which we did not contrive to turn to very 
good account, and which we purpofely purchafed, to preferve the com- 
munication of good offices between us and the people, and to keep alive 
their aflivity to ferve us. 

NecefTity, that mother of invention, taught us, in this remote corner 
of the globe, to look for aid to thofe fources on which we did not 
deign to call an eye, while we poiTcfled a (lore of fuch materials as 
flow from the fuperior knowledge of cultivated fociety : while perfe- 
vcrancc, that all-fubduing principle of human aaion, produced for us, 

on 
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The mutinous feamcn immediately built thcmfelves a large hut, in 
which they rcfided, beneath whofe leafy roof they had full leifure to con- 
template on their pad villainy ; and, as their different characters might 
operate, to curfe the ill-fortune that bcfel, or lament the wicked 
fplrit that mifled them. They, indeed, fuffered feverely for their difo- 
bedient conduCt, and feemed to caft a wifhful eye to the floating habita- 
tion from which they were banifhed ; for all communication was now 
fhut up between them and the houfe, as well as the fhip ; — hut W'e well 
knew that a very little portion of indudry would be fufficient to fupply 
them witli fifh ; and to enable them to gain a fupport from the fea, 
we purchafed a canoe, and fent It to them, as the lad favour or attention 
they were to expeCt from us. 

On the day after the mutiny had appeared, Maquilla and Callicum 
came on board, to prove their friendfhip, by offering fuch fervlces as the 
peculiar exigency of our fituation might require. Till this circumdancc 
led us to explain the real condition of our feamen, the chiefs had confi- 
dcred them in the light of flaves ; and had already complimented us, 
with fome mixture of furprife, on the extraordinary mildnefs of our 
conduct towards the crime of rebellion in a people of their fuppofed con- 
dition. Nay Maquilla, from an apparent horror of the offence, and a 
forward zeal for our fecurity, had taken fome of the ofheers afulc, and 
fcrloufly asked permi/iion to collcCl fome of his people, and put the 
mutineers to indant death. The requed, as may be fuppofed, was not 
only refufed, but treated with the dronged marks of dlfplcafurc; and In 
well difpofed was Maquilla to put his projcCl in executicn, that vve were 
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on the unfrequented (horcs of America, fomewhat of the convenicncics, 
and a fuccefsful imitation of thofe arts which may be confldered as the 
natural growth of Europe. 
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1788. obliged to accompany our refufal with repeated figns of abhorrence, In 
order to prevent it. Callicum, however, a£ted in the bufinefs with more 
prudence and underftanding : — He wiflicd to affifl- in punifliing the of- 
fenders by a mode that he knew could not be difagreeable, and would be 
fufficiently mortifying to them. When, therefore, he underftood that 
thefe unhappy people were baiiilhed from the (hip, he requefted our per- 
miflion to receive them into his houfe ; and as we were well aflTured 
that the bef^ hofpitality even of a Nootkan chief, would be a very fevere 
punKhment to aBritlfh faildr, — we readily confented to Iiis prcpofition, 
on his affuring us, at the fame time, that his new giiefts (hould be 
fecure from any perfonal injury whatever. 

This bu(ine(^ being arranged, we left the difearded people to their new 
guardians, and turned our thoughts to matters of more immediate im- 
portance. On the following day, to our great furprlfe, and as we 
arc ready to acknowledge, to our no little fatisfadlion, we faw our fturdy 
and refolute mutineers employed in fetching water, and other menial 
fervices, in the execution of wliich, flaves alone arc employed at Noorka. 
Nor were they futlcred to quit the houfe of Callicum on any occafion 
whatever, without being attended by natives of the lowefl condition, to 
whofe care and command they were cntruflcd. This compiilfory la- 
bour muft have been a very mortifying circumftance to them ; as, rather 
than employ the canoe wc had given them to get fi(h for themfelvcs, 
they had been fo lazy as to part with fome of their cloathing to pur- 
chafe that article from the natives. The chiefs, however, foon took 
care to fecure their cloaths to themfelves ; and, without being guilty of 
injuftice to our friends, we are obliged to attribute their feveral propofals 
concerning the offenders, though we did not at firft fufpeft their motives, 
to the defire of getting poffeffion of the feveral garments that covered 
them. That ohjed was cafily obtained ; and when thefe unhappy men 

had 
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had given up their all, they were forced to go to fea, to affift in pro- 
curing hfli, — not for themfelves, but for the families of their new 
maflers. 

We continued our various operations with the mofl indefatigable in- 
duftry and attention, and nothing material happened till the 6th of 
Auguft ; when, about noon, a fail was feen in the offing, which we knew 
to be the Princefs Royal. She appeared, at firft, as if ftanding in for 
the Sound, but the weather becoming foon after thick and hazy, we loft 
fight of her On the arrival of this veftel on the coaft, we determined 
immediately to prepare for fea, as the prefence of this ffiip would be an 
additional fecurity to our party ; and, notwithftanding the dimiaiffied 
ftateof our crew, we were now refolved to venture to Port Cox, topoflefs 
ourfelves of the furs which, we had every reafon to believe, muft 
have been colle<fted for us by Wicananiffi : a plan which would have been 
already executed, if we had not been impeded by the mutinous condud 
of our crew. 

On the 7th, the Princefs Royal again appeared in the offing, and 
was again obfeured from our view, by the return of thick, mifty 
weather. 

On the 8th, we were ready for fea, — and as we faw nothing of the 
Princefs Royal, we became very apprehenfive that ffie might reach 
the ffiores of Wicananiffi before us, and be able to tempt that chief, 
by various articles of novelty on board her, to intrude upon the treaty 
he had made with us. Wc, therefore, did not delay a moment to 
fail from the Sound, with a gentle breeze of wind from the Weft- 
ward, and proceeded to Port Cox. 
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1788. Previous to our departure, we confirmed our friendihip with Ma- 
Aucust. quilla and Callicum, with the ufual interchange of prefents. Thefe 
chiefs had been for fome time preparing for an hoftile expedition 
againft an enemy at a confiderahle diftance to the Northward, and were 
now on the point of fetiing forward. Some of the nations in the 
vicinity of the Northern Archipelago, had, it fecms, invaded a vil- 
lage about twenty leagues to the Northward of King George’s Sound, 
under the jurifdidlion, and which had been left to the particular go- 
vernment of his grandmother. 

At this place the enemy had done confiderahle mifchlef, — murdering 
fome of the people, and carrying others into captivity. On the arrival 
of a meflenger at Nootka with the news of thefe hoftilitles, the inha- 
bitants became inflantly inflamed with a mofl adive impatience for 
revenge; and nothing was thought of amongft them, but the means 
of gratifying it. 

We embraced this opprotunity of binding the chiefs, if pofiibic, 
unalterably to us, by furnifhing them with fome fire-arms and am- 
munition, which would give them a very decided advantage over 
their enemies. Indeed we felt it to he our intereft that they fhould 
not be diflurbed and interrupted by dlflant wars ; and that, if nc- 
ccflity fliould compel them to battle, that they fhould return vic- 
torious. This unexpefled acquifition of force animated them with 
new vigour; for they had already confefled that they were going 
to attack an enemy who was more powerful, numerous and favage than 
themfelves. 

VVe attempted to inflill into their minds the humanity of war,— 
.and they had adually promifed to punifh the enemies they fhould 

take 
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take in battle with captivity, and not, as had been their general prac- 
tice, with death. But it could not be fuppofed that the do£lrines of 
our humane policy would be remembered by a favage nation burn- 
ing with revenge, in the moment of battle ; and we are forry to add, 
that this expedition ended in a moft (hocking feene of blood and 
mafiacre. 

The power that Maquilla carried with him on this occaflon, was of 
a formidable nature. His war canoes contained each thirty young, 
athletic men, and there were twenty of thefe veflels, which had been 
drawn from the different villages under the fubje£tion of Maquilla. — 
Comekela had the command of two boats: — They moved off from the 
(hore in folemn order, finging their fong of \var. The chiefs were 
cloathed in fea-otter fkins ; and the whole army had their faces and 
bo*dies painted with red ochre, and fprlnkled with a fhining fand, which, 
particularly when the fun fhone on them, produced a fierce and terrible 
appearance. While the women encouraged the warriors, in the patriotic 
language of the Spartan dames,— to return vidorious, or to return no 
more. 

The battles, or rather the attacks of thefe favage tribes, are we believe 
inconceivably furious, and attended with the mod (hocking adions of 
barbarous ferocity. They do not carry on hoftilities by regular conflids ; 
but their revenge is gratified, their fanguinary appetites quenched, or 
their laurels obtained by the operations of fudden enterprlze and a<dlvc 
ftratagem. 

The inftrudions we left with our party on (hore were fuch as the 
circumftances of the cafe required. They were requeded to maintain, 
and if poffible to augment their former vigilance ; particularly if any 
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Grangers (hould arrive In the Sound. And if it fliould happen that 
our friends were vanqulflied, and purfued to Nootka, that they (hould 
take a decided and aftivc part in their fupport. They were alfo de- 
fired not to let their humanity operate to the renewal of any com- 
municatlon with the banifhed feamen,— but to leave them to the 
lamented hardships of their condition, and the painful ftrugglesof their 
repentance. 
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Set fail for Port Cox. — Meet the Frtncefs Royah—Reciprocat good Offices.— 
Anchor in Port Cox. — Princefs Royal anchors in Port Hanna, — IFicanani/b 
removed to Clioquatt.— Long-boat fent thereat two different ^imes, with 
PrcfentSj &c. — Defcription of Clioquatt.-— Occupations of the Natives . — 
Brijk Trade with them.^The Long-boat fent a third Time to JVicananiJhi 
on taking leave.— Mejfage from that Chief who afterwards arrives on 
board.— His Son propofes to embark with us^ which we decline. — Put to 
Sea, and Anchor again in King George* s Sound.-^The Arrival of 
GEmh.—Ttanna's affe^ionate Behaviour, ^c. — Arrival of Maquilla and 
CalHcum, and an Account of their Expedition. — Tianna*s Abhorrence of 
American Manners^ — People of America, Cannibals. — The Inhabitants of 
the Sandwich Jfands refeued from that Afperfon. 

W E had but juft- cleared the mouth of the Sound, when a thick fog 
arofe, which obliged U8 to heave to. — In the evening, however, 
it cleared away, when we faw the Princefs Royal within two or three 
miles of us, to the windward ; and, on perceiving us, (he fired a gun to 
leeward and hoifted her cnfign. We returned the figiial, and fhe imme- 
diately bore up and fpoke to us. 

I inftantly ordered out the boat, and went wi board the Princefs 
Royal. I had no perfonal knowledge of Captain Duncan, who com- 
manded 
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manded her ; — but I had received full information in China of the ob- 
jed and extent of her voyage ; and I now felt the moft anxious defire to 
offer any fervice to him and his little crew which he might want, or it 
might be in my power to afford. — Far from feeling the moft diftant im- 
pulfe of any miferable confideration, arifing from a competition of iii- 
terelfs, I profefs myfelf to have been animated by no other defires but thofe 
wliich arofe from my duty, as a man and an Englifiiman. The Princefs 
Royal was not quite fifty tons burthen, and manned by fifteen men ; and 
uhen it is known that (he had doubled Cape Horn, and navigated the great 
Northern and Southern Pacific Oceans, feme idea may be formed of the dif- 
trelfes her people mufl have fuffered, as well as of the ability and inde- 
fatigibb fpirit of the commander. Indeed there is every reafon to be- 
lieve that this little vefiel accomplifiied more for the benefit of her 
owners, than any flilp that ever failed to the North Wcflern Coafi: of 
America. 

Captain Duncan received me, with the whole of his crew, upon 
deck,— whom I could not but regard, as he conduced me to his cabin. 
With an eye of applanfve afioniflimcnt. The firflqiiuftion which Captain 
Duncan afked me v/ij, concerning the fate of the flfip Nootka, about 
which he exprelfed an extreme anxiety. He had heard of the various 
misfortunes that had befell Iier, and was exprefiing his doubts as to the 
poffibility of her reaching China,— when 1 at once calmed his friendly 
apprehenfions, by afluring him I myfelf commanded the Nootka in that 
diftrefsful voyage which had excited his compafilon ; and that he beheld 
me engaged, at this moment, in an amicable conteft with him for tlie 
favours of fortune. His alfoniflimcnt ahnofi fupei feded his belief on the 
occafion ; and, knowing what I had fuffered in my former voyage, he 
could fcarce conceive it to he within the reach of poffibility, that I fhould 
be already re-embarked in an adventure on the American Coafi. 
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The Princefs Royal had been out near twenty months from England, 
and was in want of many articles, without which it is aftonilhing flic 
could have continued her voyage. — Though haraffed with fatiguing duty, 
and in a climate and fcafon where the feverity of the weather required 
the aid of invigorating cordials, their flock of liquors had long been ex- 
haufled. We were extremely happy in being able to fupply them with 
a fmall quantity ; when Captain Duncan, in return, made us an unre- 
ferved offer of any thing his little veflel afforded 

Deflined as we were to be employed on a remote and unfrequented 
coafl, and liable to all the hardfhips and inclemencies of fuch a fituation, 
we felt an equal fympathy for our common allotment, and a mutual in. 
clination to relieve, as far our power extended, the mutual inconve- 
niencies of it. 

We now feparated, when the Princefs Royal purfued her courfe to 
the South South Eaft, and we continued along fhore.— -She had nearly 
brought her voyage to a conclufion, and was proceeding to the Sand- 
wich Iflands, to take in refrefhmcnts, in order to return to China with 
her valuable cargoc of furs. 

About nine o’clock in the evening the wind veered to the Eaft by South, 
which was immediately againft us, and obliged us to tack and ftand to 
fea. 

* On enquiring of Captain Duncan concerning his diftreifed condition, he told rac that he 
had met Captain Dixon, in the Queen Charlotte ; and though that (hip was on her return 
to China, and abundantly (locked with every thing ; and even though fhe belonged to 
the fame owners with the Princefs Royal, the provident commander thought it much better 
to carry all his (lores back to China, than to fparc any of them to the latter veflel, though 
they would have been fo great an alleviation to the hardfhips of her voyage* 
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It was the morning of the loth before we got down a-breaft of Port 
Cox, when we found tlic Princefs Royal had a few hours before arrived 
in a final! bar harbour, where our friend Hanna, the chief, relided. — 
Captain Duncan ftnt his boat off to us, as we palRd, to know if he 
ihould pilot us into the harbour; but as our intention was to enter Port 
Cox, we contented ourfelves with thanking him for his kind attentions. 
His boat, liowever, accoinpanieJ us till wc anchored in the inner port, 
about five o’clock in tiie evening, when (he quitted us to return to her 
fhlp ; pairing through the channels between the ifiands and the main, 
the diftance being about fifteen miles. 

The late Eaflcrly winds had obliged the Princefs Royal to Ihelter hcr- 
felf here, as well as to procure foine wood and water, previous to her 
quitting the American coaR. 

On our arrival in Port Cox, \ve found that Wicananilh had already re- 
moved to his winter quarters, which were up the harbour, and at the dif- 
tance of between thirty and forty miles from the flhp. 

On the nth, the long boat was difpatched to the chief, with pre- 
fents ; and in the evening fhe returned, having met him at a fmall fum- 
mer village, which was fituatcd about twenty miles from the fhip. He 
received the party with every mark of the mofi: diflinguilhlng regard ; and, 
in return for our prefent, lent on board forty otter (kins, of the moft 
valuable fpecies; and was pleafed to make known his further wilh, that 
the boat might be hereafter feiu to his winter’s refidence, whither he was 
then going. 

On the 1 2th, though the weather was but indifferent, the long-boat 
was neverthelefs difpatched to Wicananilh with a variety of articles for 
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trade, and fome flattering prefents, amongft which the copper tea-kettle 
which had already been mentioned to him, was not forgotten, and whofe 
arrival was eagerly expeded by the whole family of the chief. 

The long-boat did not return till the i.|th, when the officer gave us 
the following account of his little voyage. 

On the morning of the i ;th he arrived at Clioquatt, the winter refi- 
dcncc of Wicananilh, which conlifled, like the other towns, of fuch houfes 
as we !iave already deferib^d, but more commodioufly con(lru£led, poflef- 
fii^g a greater (hare of their rude magnihccnce than any which we had 
yet Icen. — It was very large and populous; and the dwelling of the chief 
much more capacious than that which he occupied in the village near the 
fea, when we firff vlfited his territories. Tlic inhabitants were, at this 
time, bufly employed in packing up fiffi in mats, — fccuring the roes of 
them in bladders, — cutting whales into flices, and melting down blubber 
into oil, which they poured into feal-(kins. — All this mighty preparation 
was the provident fpirit of catering for the winter:— and tlie incredible 
quantities of thefe various provihons which our people faw colleded, pro- 
mifed, at leaft, that famine would not be an evil of the approaching feafon. 

On thefe ffiores the winter is the happy portion of the year which is ap- 
propriated to luxury and eafe ; nor are they then cveraroufed into adion, 
but to t.ike fome of thofe enormous whales, which, .at that feafon, frequent 
their feas, in order to feafl any of the neighbouring chiefs who may come 
to vifit them. 

Wicananlfli received all our prefents with expreffions of extreme fatis* 
faeflion ; but the kettle was honoured with his peculiar attention, and 
borne away by him with an air of triumph, to be placed among his 
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trcarnfes; and with repeated declarations, that no confiderat ion whatever 
(hould again Induce him to yield up fuch a valuable depofit. Twelve brafs- 
hlltcd fwords compofed a part of our offering, which were favoured with 
the moft grateful admiration ; and a great variety of articles had been pur- 
pofely manufadured to fuit the fancy of the women, who vied with each- 
other in their cordial attentions to our people. A more brlfk trade was 
then carried on with the inhabitants than we had hitherto experienced ; 
a confiderable quantify of furs were obtained, and the boat returned well 
freighted with the produce of the voyage, and her people pci fedlyfatisfled 
with their reception from Wicananifh. 

Thougl) we had every reafon to be contented with our commercial 
fuccefs, we determined to fend another embafly, which, if it did not 
produce any immediate advantage, might leave thofe impreflions that 
would eftablifh a rooted interefl in our favour with the chief and his people^ 
The long-boat was therefore, on the 18th, difpatched to the town, to 
take our farewell meffage, and, which w^as of more confequence, our fare- 
wel prefent to Wicananifh. Indeed w^e propofed, on this occafion, to 
prove the difuiterefledntls of our friendflfp, by felcctlng fuch a variety of 
articles as W'ould fuit even the mof varying fancy of tliis fickle people. — 
To thefe were alfo added feveral coats, profuf ly trimmed whth buttons, 
and the head of a large copper fhll. This fumptuous prefnt was ordered 
to be made on our part with a flrivT: prohibition not to receive any thing 
in return. 

The boat returned on the evening of the 19th, having pun^ually 
executed our orders ; and having brought a meflage from the chief, that 
he propofed to vifit the fhip the next day ; and therefore defired us to de* 
fer our departure for the purpofe of receiving him. 
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On the 20th, we were accordingly vifited by Wicananifh, attended by 1788. 
his brother, his two fons, three of his wives, and a great number of 
people from the town, who attended their chief, in order to gain 
another opportunity of trading with us; and no fmall quantity of fur^ 
were, at this time, procured from them. The chief, however, prefentcd 
us with feveral fea otter Ikins of the moft valuable kind ; and, though 
there was every realbn to believe that he intended to rival us in generofity, 
by refufing to receive any return, he could not bring himfelf to fend back a 
couple of mulkets and a quantity of ammunition ; which were too tempt- 
ing to be refifted by the delicacy of his fentiments, and might prove too 
ufeful in defending himfelf againft his powerful neighbour, Tatootche, 
not to be received with the mofl grateful fatisfadion. He enquired, in 
the moft affedlonate manner, how many moons would pafs away before 
our return ; and folicited us, in the ftrongeft manner, to prefer his port 
and harbour to every other. 

One of his fons, a young man of about nineteen years of age, expref- 
fed a very earneft defire to depart w'ith us ; but this offer we thought it 
prudent to decline, from a recolledion of the anxiety we had fuffered on a 
former occafion, by receiving even the amiable Tianna to our care and pro- 
te£lion. This youth was the moft pleafing, in his figure and appearance, 
of any perfon we had feen on the American coaft. He not only appeared 
to be very quick and fagacious, but to poflefs an amiable and docile dif- 
polition ; and we do not doubt, had he vifited China, but that he would 
have returned with far different qualifications than Comekela, to improve 
and adorn his country, 

Wicananifh and his people left us with every token of fincere regret, 
and repeated entreaties that we would foon return. Having bid thefc 
generous people farewell, we put to fea in the evening of the 20th ; and, 
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1788. without any material occurrence, anchored fafe on the 24th, in our old 
AvQvn. (ituation in King George’s Sound. Our abfence had now occupied fa 
fliont a fpace of time, that we felt nothing of that anxiety for our party 
at Nootka which we had experienced on our former reparation. Wc 
found them all well, and the veflel confiderably advanced. The carpen- 
ters had nearly planked her up, and her htuation was fuch, that we pro- 
pofed launching her on the 20th of September, 

The exiled crew remained in the fame unpleafant fituation in which 
we had left them. Grief, pain and remorfe had, we believe, been their 
conftant companions, fince they were banifhed from the flip at lead 
their appearance was fuch as to jufify us in forming fuch an opinion : 
and when the Felice entered Friendly Cove, we obferved, as they viewed 
her from the beach, that the fght of her feemed, in fome degree, to en- 
iiven their dejeded countenances. 

The time now approached when we had every reafon to expe^l: the 
Iphigenia, according to the inftru«flions given her at our fepanition.— 
We began to feci that anxiety for her fate, which we, who knew the 
dangers (he had to encounter, miift naturally f el, when day after day 
pafed on, and we faw no appearance of her. Our anxious eyes were 
continually wandering over the fea that waflicd the Atnerlcan Coaft, In 
fearch of thofe fails which might mark the approach of our friends ; 
but for fome tiine nothing was feen but a vafl: expan fo of water, unenli- 
vened by any objed but, now and then, the folitary canoe of a Nootka 
ffherman. Thus alternately governed by hope and fear, by the expec- 
tation of foon feeing our companions again, and the appn henfior.s of 
never feeing them more, we paffed the bufy part of our time ; and, when 
our occupations were over, we ufed, in the evening, to walk on the fliore, 


at 



NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA. 


207 


at the back of Friendly Cove, and interchange thofe refle£lions which 
had occurred In filence, during the labouitf and employment of the day. 

In our evening walk on the 26th, while we were communicating our 
thoughts, and repeating our vaticinations concerning the Iphigenia, to 
our infinite joy a fail was fcen in the offing, which we were willing to 
conrhidt' could be no other than that which we expelled ; and, indeed, 
fo it proved ; for, on the ayth in the morning, ffie anchored in Friendly 
Cove. 

Sucli a meeting as this, obtained, as it dcfcrvcd, a general celebration ; and 
oidei’s were accordingly given that all work of eyery kind fliould be fuf- 
pended ; tliat it might be a day of reft to the body, as well as of joy to the 
mind. — In fhort our little jubilee, on a diftant and dreary coaft, was pafled 
with a degree of fatisfaeftion and deliglit which the Iplendid feftivities 
of poliflied nations have not always known. The relation of dangers that 
were paft, — the ])learing renewals of private fricndfliip, — the fuccefs which 
had attended our hazardous expeditions,— and the fair pro(pe£l that we 
(hould return home to enjoy the fruits of them, formed the fubje^s of 
our eager difcourle ; while the happy hours were enlivened by convivial 
mirth and focial pleafurc. 

It was, as may be well conceived, a great addition to our happlncfs,. 
that the crew of tlie Iphigenia were entirely recovered from the difor- 
der which threatened them, at the time of our fep-nration, and now 
joined us in full health and vigour. 1 be joy of Tianna at the light of 
thofe friends W'iu^m be had left with fuch poignant marks of regret, 
was of a nature to delight all who beheld the warm elTufons of his grate- 
ful mind, but cannot be conveyed to thofe who did not behold it by any 
language of mine. Nor were we infcufible to the pleafure of feeing him 

i reftored 


1788. 

August. 


Wcdncfdayi? 



VOYAGES TO THE 


sod 

J788, 

Avei'ST. 


rcftorcd to us, (b entirely recovered from a dlforder which had filled 
us with apprehenfion that we %>uld never fee him again. Indeed, from 
the general change in his looks, and filll wearing his fur cap and 
other warm cloathing, with which he had clad himfelf, during the cold 
feafon, while the Iphigenia was in Prince William’s Sound and Cook’s 
River, — we did not immediately recognize the chief; hut the violence of 
his ioy foot! dlfcovered him to us ; and though it might be more expref- 
five, it was not more fincere than our own. Indeed, fuch had ever been 
the conciliating power of his manners, that there was not a feaman in 
either (hip, that d'fd not love Tianna as himfelf. 

We had fuppofed that his fatisfaiffion on feeing us once again, was 
compleat ; but we found it Rill capable of increafe ; — for when he was 
informed that we propofed, in a very (hort time, to proceed to the Sand- 
wich Iflands,— his exprefiions of delight knew no bounds; — they were 
wild, fantaftic and excefiive ; and it was fome time before they funk 
into that Rate of moderation which qualified him to receive any frefh 
impreRions of pleafure. The new veflel was referved for that purpofe; 
and when it was pointed out, and he was made acquainted with its ob- 
je£t, he regarded it with fuch a firm and fixed attention, as if his eyes 
would have darted from their fockets to the veffel : and till fhe was 
launched, he continued the conRant companion of the carpenters, ex- 
amining their operations and obferving their progrefs. We encouraged 
this difpofition ; and it is fcarcely to be credited how much of a carpen- 
ter’s profeflion he learned during the (hort time we remained at King 
George’s Sound. 

On the 27th, while we were vifiting the village, Maquilla and Cal- 
licum returned from their war expedition ; and, on entering the Sound, the 
little army gave the (hout of victory. They certainly had obtained feme ad- 
vantages, 
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vantages, as they brought home m their canoes fevcral baikcts, which 
they would not open in our prefence, aiid were furpe(n:cd by us, ns it 
afterwards proved, by the confelfion of Callicum, to contain the heads 
ofenemks whom they bad (lain in battle, to the amount of thirty; but 
this victory was not purchafcd without fome lofs on the fide of the 
powers of Nootka, 

The chiefs now returned the arms they had received from us, but 
the ammunition was entirely expended : — we perceived, indeed, that the 
mulkets had been fired feveral times ; and Callicum aflured us that they 
had taken ample vengeance for the hoftilities exerclfed againft them ; and 
had, befides, made a great booty of fea-otter fkins, in which they were 
all arrayed. 

The Sandwich Ifland Chief did not, as wc firft expc(S:ed, dilcover any fur- 
prife at the fight of Maquilla and his army ; but the frequent communica- 
tion of the Iphigenia with the natives along thecoaO, from Cook’s River 
to King George’s Sound, had rendered them and their manners no longer 
anobje£lof novelty, as they had never been an obje^f of confideratlon in 
the eyes ofTianna. Indeed, when he, with his fine coloflal figure, 
flood by Maquilla, who was rather of a low ftature, the difference was 
fuch, as not only to flrike every beholder, but even to afted themfelves 
with the different feufations of an exulting or a wounded pride, which 
would prevent any very cordial affedion from taking place baween them. 
Tianna and Comckcla were old acquaintance, but by no means intimate 
friends, as the former held the latter in a very low degree of eftimation ; 
and, accordingly, we did not obferve any very cordial appearance of joy at 
their prefent meeting. As Comekela had been at the Sandwich Iflands, 
(Ml his firft leaving America, the fhip having flopped there for refrefh* 
mentSi he was qualified to give Maquilla an account not only ofTianna, 
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but ti e country from whence he came, and he did It probably to the 
difadvantagc of both. At all events, Tianna held the cuftoms of 
Nootka ill ; nud could not bear the idea of their cannibal 

app:thes, without cxprcl.ing the moll; violent fenfations of difgufl and 
abhorrence. 

Indeed, there was no comparifon to be made between the inhabitants 
and cuftoms of the Sandwicli Iflands and thofe among whom wc now 
rcfidcd, or of any part of the continent of America. — The former are 
their fuperiors in every thing that regards what we Ihould call the com- 
forts of life, and their approach to civilization. They attend to a circum- 
ftance which particularly diftinguiflies poliflied from lavage life, and 
that is cleanlinefs they are not only clean to an extreme in their 
food, but alfo in their perfons and houfes the fame happy difpolltioii 
prevails : — while the North Wtllern Americans are nafty to a degree 
that rivals themofl filthy brutes, and, ofcourfe, prohibits any defeription 
from us* Indeed, the very difgufting nature of their food is not di- 
minifhed by the manner in which it is eaten, or rather devoured. — 
Befides, their being cannibals, if no other circumftance of inferiority could 
be produced, throws them to a vafl: dlftance from the rank which is held 
in the fcale of human being by the countrymen of Tianna : nor llioulJ 
we pafs over in this place the fieqiijut and iblemn declarations of this 
chief, that the natives of the Sandwich Iflands poflefs the mofl abhorrent 
fentiments of cannibal nature ; and though they may immolate human 
beings cn the altars of their deity, they have not the leaft idea of 
making fuch a facrifice to their own appetites. Indeed, we truft it will 
not prove a vain hope, that thefe amiable people may foon be taught to 
abandon even their religious inhumanity ; and that near half a million of 
human beings, inhabiting the Sandwich Iflands, may one day be ranked 
among the civilized fubjeds of the Britifli empire. 
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Tit’ Crew of the Iphigenia employed on the new Vejel — Arrangements made 
relative to the Ships, — Inhabitants prepare to retire to their Winter garters. 
— Difpojitions relative to the exiled Part of the Crew^ who are again received 
on boards on certain Conditions, — Maquilla and Callicum pay us a Vlfit pre^ 
vious to their Departure, — Prefents made to thefe Chiefs. — I'he Sagacity of 
the latter. — Ungrateful Behaviour of Ccmekela, — A Sail feen in the Offing,^ 
Boat fent out to affifl her, — fhe Wafmgton enters the Sound, — Some Ac* 
count of her Voyage y ^c,--fhe new Vejfel named and launched, — A Crew 
appointed to her, ^Orders delivered to the Iphigenia. — fianna embarks on 
board her.—^Efcape of the degraded Boatfwain ; — AJjifed by the Mafter of 
the Wafnngton, — ^it King George* s Soundy and proceed to the Sandwich 

Ifandsy 

r I ^hE arrival of the Iphigenia not only infufed into our minds new life 
and fpirits, but enabled us to proceed in our different operations with 
redoubled vigour. We now formed a very flrong party ; and, therefore, 
had no doubt, of being able to launch the vefl’el by the time we pro- 
pofed. 

The voyage of the Iphigenia had alfo afforded us additional and very 
promifing expedlations of rendering the North Weft Coaft of America 
a very important commercial ftation. She had very completely coafted 
the American ftiore, from Cook’s River to King George’s Sound, and 
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li.id brought us the mofl indubitable proofs of the exiftence of the 
Great Northern Archipelago But this new, important, and very in- 
tei'cfling objefl has already, we truft, fatisfied the attention of our 
rLiivlus, in one of the introductory Memoirs prefixed to this vo- 
lume. 

Tlio aitificers of the Ipliigcnia were immediately employed to afiift 
tliofe of the Felice in forwarding the completion of the veflcl. Indeed, 
tlxy rnrher felt a jealoufy on facing the works we had formed ; which 
acl^^d as a fliinulativc to take an active fliare in the honour of them : fo 
that the bufuRfs of our temporary dock promifed a very fpeedy comple- 
tion. Nor were the feamcn idle : fome were added to the rope-makers, 
and others firengtliened the party appointed to cut down fpars for pre- 
fent ufe ; and, in particular, to procure a new fore-maft for the Felice, 
who, as we have related, had fprung her’s, very foon after our departure 
from Samboingau. 

The feafon for retiring from the American coafi was now approaching; 
and we liad fufficlent bufincfs on our hands to fill up the interval. Not 
only the new vcfill was to be launched, manned, and equipped for a 
voyage of near fifteen hundred leagues, but the two fliips were aho to 
be prepared for fea ; and when our fituatlon, as well as the nature of our 
refources are confidcred, we muft be allowed to have had no fmall diffi- 
culties to encounter ; and that, from having conquered them, we have 
fome claim, at leafi, to the praife that is due to unremitting induftry, 
and refolutc pcrfcverance. 

A new fult of fails w’as foon completed for the vefiel on the ftocks, 
which, as fhe was to be rigged as a fchooner, was the more readily ac- 

complilhed ; 
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cotnpliflied ; but, independent of her ftorm-fails, this was all we could 
do for her in tliat branch of rigging. 

Being, however, thus far, and thus happily advanced in our fsvsral 
preparations for our approaching voyages, it became a matter of imme- 
diate confideration to form the neceflary arrangementR of the two (hips, 
not only for the prefent feafon, but alfo for the enfuing year. A very 
valuable cargo of furs had been colledod, which it was our intereft to 
tranfport to maiketwith all poflible difpatch;— it wa', therefore, de- 
termined that the Felice, as foon as the ncwveflll was launched, Ihould 
direflly proceed to China; and that the Iphigeiiia, wit!i the Chooner^ 
fliould remain to profecute the general objeds of our commerce. 

Tliis arrangement being fettled, every exertion tvas immediately made 
to prepare the Felice for fea. For this purpofe the fail* makers began 
upon her rigging, a .il the caulkers applied themfilvcs to her upper-works^ 
which, as well as her bend«, weie very leaky. As it was more than 
probable that we fhould t'utrr the Ci'/ina feas at a very tempeftuous feafon 
of the year, we were very .trentlve to the making every neceffary pro- 
vifioii for that, as we did for every other poflible exigency of the voyage. 
In fliort, we followed up this bufinefs with fuch unremitting and iidivc 
induftry, that by the 4th of September the (l ip was ready for fea, liavlng 
got her head fore-mail in, and being completely ilored with wood and 
water. 

The natives now began to make preparations for retliing from their 
prefent fituation into the more interior part of the Sound ; and we dally 
faw fomc of their embarkations, which we have dcfcribed in a former 
chapter. C'n the 7th, Maquilla and Callicum paid us a vidt, to notify 
in form, tLut, in a few days, they, with all their people, iliould remove 
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1788. to the winter refidencc, which was near 30 miles from the (hip, and as 
SfpTEVBFR. mjiny from the fea. 

On receiving this information, we thought it incumbent on us to form 
fomc difpofitions concerning the exiled crew. Their fufferings applied 
themfclves very forcibly to our pify ; and the humility of their folicita- 
tions, with their imploring promifes of future fidelity and good behavi- 
our, WTre not without their effed. But it required all the refltdion w’c 
could bellow on the fuhjedl, to form a right judgment how to aT in a 
crifis where individual feeling, and profcdional duty had much to fettle, 
before a final decifion could be made. The leaving thefe unhappy people 
behind, might have been confidered as cruelty to them; and the nccivlng 
men on board, the return of whofe daring and mutinous fpirit would, 
to fay no worfe, impede, if not wholly interrupt the voyage,-- might turn 
out cruelty to ourfelves. 

They had, it is true, fuffered very fevxrcly for their part mifcondufl ; 
and when they were fummoned to hear our final determination concern- 
ing them, their pale countenances and dejcdled looks, accompanied 
by the mofl abjed declarations of repentance, difarmed us, at once, 
of all our refentment ; and they were received into the fhip on coii- 
fenting to forfeit the wages already due to them for nine months fer- 
vlce,and that their future pay Ihould be proportioned to their future good 
behaviour. To thefe conditions they joy fully fuhmirtcd, and once 
more joined their comrades, after an interval, in which they had known 
nothing but mortification and diflrefs. The power which was exercifed 
in depriving thefe men of the wages due to them previous to their vil- 
lainous attempt to feizc the fhip, was founded in llriT juflicc : for, 
without confidering the wickediiefs of their dtfign, and the fatal confe- 
qucnces which would have attended the completion of it, their having 
I prevented 
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prevented the flilp from putting to fea, for the benefit of their employers, 
by which interruption a confiderable lofs was fuftained, was alone fuffi- 
cient to juftify an ad, which would make them fharers in the lofs that 
they had occafioned. 

On our arrival at China, however, the whole of the wages which 
they had forfeited, was beflowed upon them by the commiferating gene- 
rofity of the owners. 

We could not, after all, cxcrcife too much precaution in again re- 
ceiving thefe dangerous people amongft us. We indulged our difpofi- 
tions to Icnitv with an apprehenfive fitisfadion ; and, in order to leflen 
the poffibility of mifciiicf, we diftributed them among the two crews, 
which leflened, at lead, tlie power of communication with each other. 
The boatfwain, whofe coiulud had been marked with previous difobe- 
dience, and who was the ringleader of the mutiny, was excepted from 
the general amnedy. It was thought to be neceffary, at all events, to 
make him an example ; more particularly as we now difeovered that he 
had added theft to his other odcnces. He was accordingly put under 
confinement in the lioiife on diorc. 

Thus was this very difagrecahlc Liifincfs finally fettled : hut had we 
been lefs fortunate in the fird difeovery of the mutiny in flaort, had 
we been at fuch a didance from the fliip, as not to liave heard the fird 
alarm on the occafion, tlie conlcqiicnces would certainly have been de- 
drindive of the voyage, and might have jiroved fatal to ourfelves. 

Maquilla and Callicum now came to take their farewell of us, as they 
were going to depart for the place of their w'intcr reiidcnce, and deli- 
vered themfelve$ on the occafion in the warmed language, and with the 
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1788. mofl ejrprcflive looks of frieiulfhip. They knew that wc were fhortly 
‘ ' tci ovir tiieir coad, and expreflWi very aff. dlionatc uiHics for our return. 
.M.iqviilla entreated us again and whenever wc piopofcd to get the 

little mamr.tke or (hip i .to tlic w r. r, to fwiid to him, and he would 
comc' down with nil hU people to ^ive us the iiectflliry affifuiicc. They 
had, indeed, Leen confLantly anticipating the ditfieulty that would attend 
u*J, as the} c\pidild thcmfelves, in pulhing tlic vc (Tel into the water, 
whein v\ r flii. (Iiwind be compkuLd. Thel'e thiefs had paid a very regular 
.Utcnll^)ll to tlie piv.grclh of her condinelion, from the very beginning, to 
her prefent thite of approaching completion ; but ivithout difeovering any 
thing like the intcllig.'ncc which grew up, as it were, and daily unfolded 
iifclf in tlic mind of Tianna. 

Whatever opinion, therefore, we had formed of the capacity of thefe 
chiefs lor the lenriments of friendflup, we thought it prudent, with a 
view to our future intereds, as prefents had firft obtained it, to fccurc 
tl e Continuance of it, if poffible, by the fame prevailing influence.— 
\W aLCordingly prcftiiud Maquilla, with a mufket, a fmall quantity 
of ammunition, and a few blankets. Nor did Callicum leave us with- 
out receiving equal tokens of our regard, 

Wc made thefe chiefs fcnliblc in how many moons wc fliould return t» 
them ; and that we (hould then be accompanied by others of our coun- 
trymen, ard build more houfes, and endeavour to introduce our man- 
ners and mode of living to the praftice of our Nooika friends. — This in- 
formation Teemed to delight them beyond meafure; and they not only 
promifed us great plenty of furs on our return, but Maquilla thought 
proper, on the inflant, to do obedience to us as his lords and foveretgus. 
He took o(F his tiara of feathers, and placed it on my head ; he then dref- 
ibd me in his rubs of otter (kins ; and, thus arrayed, he made me flt 

down 
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down on one of his chefts filled with human bones, and then placed him- 
felf on the ground. His exandple was followed by all the natives pre- 
fent, when they fung one of thofe plaintive fongs, which we have 
already mentioned as producing fuch a folemn and pleafing effedl upon 
our minds. — Such were the forms by which he intended to acknow- 
ledge, in the prefence of his people, our fuperiority over him.— We now 
once more took our leave, and returned on board the Ihip, clad in regal 
attire, and poflefled of fovereign power. — We had, however, fcarcely 
left the chief, when Callicum came running after us to particularife his 
commifTions, and repeat his adieu. — There was foinething about this man 
fo amiable and aflfedionate, that I wilhed to remain with him to the laft ; 
and I cannot help relating every trifling circumftance in this final inter- 
view . — He enumerated a long lift of articles, that he defired us to 
bring him when wc (hould return ; all of which I took down in writing, 
to his entire fatisfadion. Shoes, ftockings, an hat, and other articles of 
our drefs, were moft particularly requefted by him ; and, when I re- 
turned him my aflurance that his wifties (hould be gratified in the moft 
ample manner, he immediately departed, after having taking me round 
the neck, and given me a moft alfedionate embrace.— 1 felt it then, when 
1 hoped to fee him again;— and I feel it now — when I too well know I 
(hall fee him no more. 

Poor Callicum had now, as at every former period, made known his wants 
in a particular manner to me ; but I afterwards found that the whole village 
had, more or lefs, charged the memories of our people, as well oflicers 
as feamen, with their various commiflions : — nor did the ladies of Nootka 
forget to make their claim to our remembrance of them. And here I 
cannot but mention, with fome degree of pleafure, though mingled, I 
muft own, with a preponderating fenfation of pain, that, on our part, 
all their fcveral commiflions were moft minutely executed. The Argo- 
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goiiant contained them all ; as alfo the feveral prefents to Maqullla, Cal- 
licum, Wicaiianifh, and the other chiefs to the Southward of King 
George’s Sound, known by us, as well as thofe to the Northward of it, 
who had been'difeovered by the Iphlgenia. The whole of which treafure 
had been fele^led and adapted with great care, and the moft anxious at- 
tention to their fancies, as well as their ncceffities, when flie was captured 
by the Spaniards. 

It miglit be confidered, perhaps, as tending to leffen the abhorrent idea 
which every Englilhman fliould feel, and of wliich I, above all others, 
(hould be fcnfiblc, rcfpe£ting the audacious and cruel condudl of the 
Spanifla officer, by mentioning the fubordinate difappointment I felt, 
when I refledal that Maquilla and Callicum did not enjoy their harmlels 
pride in thofe dreflls which had been prepared for them; and that tlie 
coffers of Wicananilh w'ore not filled with thofe veflels which had been 
cxprefbly, and at no little trouble, obtained to enrich them. I lhall there- 
fore pafs over the curious cargo provided for our Nootka friends, of wdiich 
we and they were robbed by the Spnnifh commander; nor deferibe the 
quantity of cah-olf cloaths, that we had collected at Chinn, and loaded 
W'ith buttons to fuit their fancy ; and of which the Spaniards pofiefled 
themfelves with luch an avidity, as if they were in want of this ward- 
robe, whicli was defined fjr the favages of Nootka, to cloath far greater 
barbarians. 

Comekela, of whom we never entertained a very favourable opinion, 
and of whofe deceitful conduct we had ample proof, iiotwithftanding our 
kindiiefs to him, while he was at China, during his voyage from thence, 
and after his return to Nootka, confirmed us in our opinion of his ingra- 
titude, by leaving the Sound, without fhewing us the leaft mark of at- 
tention or refpedt : — He therefore loft, as he deferved, the prefent which 
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was referved for him ; and wc fufFered him to depart without any token 
of remembrance from us. 


1788. 

Septembik. 


We continued our operations, without the intervention of any particu- Wcdnefdayi? 
lar circumftancc, till the 1 7th of September, when a fail was feen in 
the offing, which rather furprized us ; and we were not without our ap- 
prchenfions that it was the Princefs Royal, who had met with fome ac- 
cident that obliged her to return. The long-boat was immediately fent 
to licr affiflance, which, inflead of the Britiih vcflel we expe£l:ed, con- 
veyed into the Sound a (loop, named the Wafliington, from Bofton in 
New England, of about one hundred tons burthen. 

Mr. Grey, the mafter, informed us, that he had failed in company 
with his confort, the Columbia, a fliip of three hundred tons, in the 
month of Auguff, being equipped, under the patronage of Con- 

grefs, to examine the Coaft of America, and to open a fur- trade between 
New England and this part of the American Continent, in order to pro- 
vide funds for their China (hips, to enable them to return home teas 
and China goods. Thefe veflels were feparated in an heavy gale of wind, 
in the latitude of 59® South, and had not feen each other fince the period 
of their reparation ; — but as King George’s Sound was the place of ren- 
dezvous appointed for them, the Columbia, if fhe was fafe, w^as every 
day expelled to join her confort at Nootka. 

Mr. Grey informed us that he had put into an harbour on the Coalf of 
New Albion, where he got on fhore, and was in danger of being loft on 
the bar : he was alfo attacked by the natives, had one man killed and one 
of his officers wounded, and thought hi mfelf fortunate in having been able 
to make his efcape. This harbour could only admit veflels of a very fmall 
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flzc, and muft lie fome where near the Cape, to which we had given the 
name of Cape Look-out. 

The m after of the Wafhington was very much furprized at feeing a 
vefl'el on the ftocks, as' well as on finding any one here before him ; for 
they had little or no notion of any commercial expeditions whatever 
to this part of America. He appeared, however, to be very fanguine in 
the fuperior advantages which his countrymen from New England might 
reap from this track of trade ; and was big with many mighty projeds, 
in which we underftood he was protected by the American Congrefs. 
With tliefe circumftances, however, as we had no immediate concern, 
we did not even intrude an opinion, but treated Mr. Grey and his ftiip’s 
company with politenefs and attention. 

On the 20th, at noon, an event, to which we had fo long looked with 
anxious expectation, and had been the fruit of fo much care and la- 
bour, was ripe for accomplifliment.— The veftel was then waiting to 
quit the ftocks ; and to give all due honour to fuch an important feene, 
we adopted, as far as was in our power, the ceremony of other dock- 
yaids.— As foon as the tide was at its proper height, the Englifh en- 
fign was difplayed on fliore at the houfe, and on board the new veftel, 
which, at the proper moment, was named the North Weft America, as 
being the firft bottom ever built and launched in this part of the globe. 

It was a moment of much expectation. — The circumftances of our 
fituation made us look to it with more than cornmon hope.— Maquilla, 
Callicum, and a large body of their people, who had received infor- 
mation of the launch, were come to behold it. The Chinefe carpenters 
did not very well fonceive the laft operation of a bufinefs in which they 
thcmfelves had been fo much and fo materially concerned. Nor (hall we 
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forget t6 mention the Chief of the Sandwich Iflands, whofe ever}' power i^fS. 
was abforbed in the bufinefs that approached, and who had determined SipTBN.i»ia. 
to be on board the veflel when (he glided into the w^atcr. The prefence 
of the Americans ought alfo to be confidered, when w^e are deferibing the 
attendant ceremonies of this important crifis ; which, from the labour 
that produced itj — the feene that furrounded it, — the fpectators that be- 
held it, and the commercial advantages, as well as civilizing ideas, con- 
nedlcd with it, will attach fome little confequence to its proceeding, in 
the mind of the philofophcr, as well as in the view of the po.itician. 

But our fufpenfc was not of long duration ; — on the firing of a gun, 
the veflfel ftarted from the ways like a Ihot.— Indeed flie went off with fo 
much velocity, that fhe had nearly made her way out of the hnrbonr ; for 
the fad was, that not being very much accuftomed to this bufinefs, we 
had foi gotten to place an anchor and cable on board, to bring licr up, 
which is the ufual pradicc on thefe occafions : the boats, however, foon 
towed her to lier intended ffation ; and in a fhort time tlie North Well 
Ameilca was anchored clofe to the Iphigenia and the Felice. 

Tianna, who was on board the veflel at the time of her being launched, 
not only faw, but may be fald to have felt the operation, as if it had 
been the woik of enchantment ; and could only exprefs his aftoniflimcnt, 
by capering about, clapping his hands, and exclaiming Myty^ Myty ; a 
word the mofl: expreflive in the language of the Suidwich Iflands, to 
convey wondLi', approbation, and dehght. The Cblnefe carpenters 
were alfo in an alinofl: equal degree of aftonlfhmenr, as they had never be- 
fore been witnefl'es of fuch a fpcdacJe. Nor were the natives of the 
Sound, who were prefent at this ceremony, lefs imprefied by a ferics of 
operations, the fimpleft of which was far above their comprthenfions. In 
fhort, — this bufinefs did not fail to raife us Hill liigher in their good 
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opinion, and to afford them better and more corre£l: notions than thej 
hitherto poffefled, of the fuperiority of civilized, over favage life. 

A commander, officers and crew, were immediately feledled from the 
Felice and Iphigenia, to navigate the North Weft America ; and each 
of the (hips fent her proportion of ftores on ftiorc, to equip her for fca. 

And here, I truft, it will not be confidered as an impertinent digreffion, 
if I exprefs my gratitude to that example of profeftional rigor and perfe- 
verance, which in my early years were fet before me, on the oppofite fide 
of this continent, where ability and courage alleviated, in fome meafure, 
the chagrin of unfuccefsful war. The campaigns in Canada owe their 
only honour to the naval warfare on the lakes, of that country; and it 
was my good fortune, when a youth, to be enured in fuch a febool, to 
the hardfhips and difficulties of naval life, and to learn there, that temper 
and perfeverance muft be added to profeffional knowledge, in order to 
furmount them. — I am ready to acknowledge that, for the little Ikill I 
may poflefs, as a profeffional man, as well as the patience I have exerciled, 
and the perfeverance which I have exerted, in this or any other voyage, 
I am indebted to the rigid difciplinc which neceflarlly arofe from the 
continual adlion, hazard and conflid of the fervice in which I was firft 
engaged.— Some little experience has convinced me that dangers and dif- 
ficulties form the heft fchool of maritime education ; and he that has 
been fo employed as to have feen every thing, and fb circumftanced as to 
defpife nothing, cannot fail of rendering fervice to his country. 

On the 24th, the Felice being ready for fea, the orders, marked N°. V. 
in the Appendix, were given to Captain Douglas, to dired his fiituf^e 
proceedings. — The North Weft America was added to Iiis command, and 
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Tianiia once more embarked on board the Iphigenia, as (he was deftined 
to carry him to the Sandwich Iflands, 

This arrangement was preferred after fome deliberation; for I my- 
felf felt a ftrong inclination to reftore the amiable chief to his country ; 
but as I could not remain more than a few days at the Sandwich Iflands, 
and as the Iphigenia was deflined to winter there, it was thought a more 
expedient meafure to fend him home in her ; as it would, in a particular 
manner attach him to her people, and, of courfe, promote their comfort 
and fecurity during the time, which would probably occupy feveral 
months, of their flay there. Thefe reafons were fufficient for us, on ac- 
count of the general Intereft of the expedition, to return Tianna to the 
Iphigenia ; — but there were alfo other reafons for purfuing this meafure, 
for his own fake. 

We had been Informed by one of the veflels which returned to China 
from the Sandwich Iflands, fubfequent to us, that Tianna’s brother, 
Taheo, foverelgn of Atooi, \vas become fo fearful of the power he 
might acquire from us, as to meditate his deflruflion ; and that, in 
all probability, fome fecret attempt would be made on his arrival to cut 
him off. It was necefiary, therefore, for the prefervation of Tianna, that 
he fliould be taken back in that velfel, wliich, by her long flay there, 
might enfure his fafety, till the jealous fit of his tyrant brother was 
pafled away, and a perfed: reconciliation had taken place between 
them. 

We now fent all the florcs we could poiTibly fparc on board the Iphi- 
genia ; and, in return, received lier cargo of furs. We alfo took on 
board a confiderable quantity of fine fpars, fit for top-mafls, for the 
Chinefe market, where they arc very much wanted, and, of courfe, 
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proportion ably dear. Indeed the woods of this part of America arc ca- 
pable of fupplying, W'ith thefe valuable matcriah, all the navies of 
Europe. 

In the evening the officers, &c. of the Iphigcnia and the North 
Weft America came on board the Felice to bid us farewell. Tianna 
was not the laft to ihew us that mark of his rc^rard ; — and indeed, to do 
juftice to his amiable difpohtion and friendly nature, whenever kindnefs 
could be (hewn, or gencrohty cxprciild, he was among the firft.— 
Nor could he fay adieu to the name unlvcrfally given me, both 

in America and the Sandwich Iflands, without a frame alinoft convulfcd 
with agitation, and tears guflnng down his checks. — Nor could I, 
though proceeding to complete my voyage with the faireft hopes of 
fuccefs, take my leave of that worthy man, and the companions of 
our toilfome enterprife, without emotions that required all my refolu- 
tiou to fupprefs. 

Neither ftiould I do juftice to the condudl of thofe employed in this 
commercial expedition with me, if I did not mention the alacrity which 
was difplayed by the officers of every denomination ; — and, indeed, by all 
the inferior people, to acommodate themfelves to our peculiar circum- 
ftances. It was neceflary to have feveral changes among the crews of 
both fliips, in order to give a proper complement of officers and men to 
the North Weft America, in which the general intereft of the expedition 
was alone confidered by all ; — and I think it my duty to record on 
this grateful page, the fenfe I have of, and the advantages their em- 
ployers received from, their manly and accommodating conduct on 
the occafiom 


S 


We 



NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA. 

We now hove \ip the anchor, and, with a ftrong wind blowing 
from the North Weft, the Felice put to fca. — The crews of the 
Iphigenia and the North V^eft America gave us three cheers at our de- 
parture, which awakened every echo of Friendly Cove. We returned 
the fame animating adieu and, before it was dark, we had almoft 
loft light of Nootka Sound. 

It may not be improper juft to mention, that the day after the arri- 
val of the American veffel at Nootka Sound, the dlfcarded boatfwain 
broke from his confinement, and cfcaped, with feveral articles he had 
ftolen, into the woods, with a view to obtain proteftion from the 
Walhington; in which, as we have lince been informed, he fucceeded. 
For the mafter of that veffel, with what propriety I lhall not pretend to 
obferve, not only fent him provifions to his hiding-place in the woods, 
but, immediately on the departure of our Ihips, received him on board 
his veffel, in which he did duty before the maft. 
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General Account of the Nations feen on the North Wefern Coajl of America , — 
^e Four Nations of the Country of Nootka,'^fheir Situation^ Villages^ and 
Population^ ^c,^Knowledge of the People to the Southward of ^eenhithe^ 
in a great Degree conje^uraL^WicananiJhy however ^ repeats the Names of 
their Villages, — Some Account of the American Continent^ from Cape Saint 
James to the Southward, — Climates, — Seafons. — Winds, — Storms,-^Har^ 
bours^ &c, — Navigation^ &c, — No confiderable Rivers in the Difri^ of 
Nootka Sound, 

TT TE had now taken our leave of the Coaft of America ; and, while 
^ ^ the Felice may be fuppofed to be purfuing her voyage to the 
Sandwich Iflands, wc (hall fill up the interval of her arrival there, with 
fuch an account of the country we have juft quitted, as we are qualified 
to make from our own experience, and fuch obfervations as fuggefted 
themfelves to us while we were acquiring it. 

The commercial adventurers to this part of America, who had been 
led thither for the furs it produced, were not without that laudable and 
patriot curiofity which has animated others, and indeed operated in fome 
of them to add new countries to the chart of the globe ; — but, whatever 
zeal they might poflefs, it was not in their power to fpare an adequate 

portion 
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portion of thcit time from their more important obje£ls of commercial 
cntcrprlze. 

It is true, that in pnrfuit of them we fell in with parts of the coaft 
that Captain Cook had not vifited, and communicated with people whom 
he had never fecn ; —but the great objeft of our voyage contiiiually 
checked any rifing impulfe to purfuc the track of difcovery ; and our par- 
ticular duty and interefts forced us back to thofe parts of the coaft 
W’hich were more immediately con nested With the purpofes of mercantile 
adventure. — Hence it is that our account of this part of the American 
continent will be confined within narrow limits: — It will, however, we 
truft, poflefs the merit which accuracy can give it, and affift thofe who 
may hereafter be employed to examine this remote portion of the 
globe. 

The parts of which we have any particular knowledge, extend from 
the latitude of 45® North to 62® North. The longitude obtained 
from aftronomical obfervations, is from 205® Eaft, to 237® Eaft of 
Greenwich. By this longitude we mean the Weftern boundary of the 
coaft to the Northern Pacific ocean. — This country, as it extends to- 
wards Hudfon’s or Baffin’s Bay, is as yet unexplored, and, of 
courfe, unknown ; nor can we form any probable conjeflure whether 
fuch a fpace is occu()ied by land or fca, as we have already obferved, 
in the introdudory memoir which treats of the North Weft Paf- 
fage, &c. 

With refpe<ft to the inhabitants of this extcnfive ftiorc, we have a 
knowledge of four different nations, whofe occupations and manners bear 
a great fimilitudc to each other. 
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SspTSMBSR. nation which inhabits Nootka Sound, and which extends itfelf both 
North and South of that port, is very numerous ; but does not poffefs 
the fame fiercenefs of chara£ler as their more Northern neighbours. 

Maquilla, with whom the reader has already been made rather inti- 
mately acquainted, is the fovereign of this territory ; which extends to 
the Northward, as far as Cape Saint James, in the latitude of 52° 20^ 
North, and longitude of 22 ^^ 30' Eaftof Greenwich; and which cape forms 
the Southern extremity of the great groupe of iflands that bounds the 
Northern Archipelago towards the Pacific Ocean ; and to the Southward, 
the dominions of this chief ftretch away to the Iflands of Wicananifli. 

There are alfo perfons of confiderablc power, though Inferior dignity to 
the fovereign chiefs In this flation of honour were Callicum and Ha- 
il apa, who have already been particularly mentioned ; and the former of 
whom has been, we truft, a plcaflng companion to the leader through 
many a page of this volume. — ^Indeed, as we had no opportunity of vi- 
fiting the interior parts, at any diftance from the Sound, we can only 
communicate fuch information as we received from this amiable chief, 
whofc frank and open difpofltion was ever obedient to pur enquiry ; and 
who, by poflcfTing an underftanding fuperior to the refl: of his country- 
men, was qualified to make thofe communications, on which, as far as 
they went, we might have an unfufpefling reliance. 

From him we learned that there were feveral very populous villages to 
the Northward, entrufted to the government of the principal female re- 
lations of Maquilla and Callicum; fuch as grandmothers, mothers, 
aunts, fillers, &c,— but the brothers, fons, and other male relations, 
were, from political motives, kept near the perfon of the chief himfelf. — . 

5 It 
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It may indeed be recolieded, that the village fuddenly invaded by the 
enemy, and which occ a Honed a war expedition from Nootka Sound, has 
been mentioned in a former chapter as being governed with unlimited 
fway by the grand morlier of Maquilla. The mother of Callicum enjoyed 
a fimilar delegated power over another dlftrid; and feveral other villages 
w^ere afligncd to the diredion of other relations, all of which were ready 
to join, as occafion required, for the fuppoit of their mutual fafety, 
and to yield a ready obedience to the fummons of the fovereign chief : — 
The whole forming a political band of union, not vrry unlike to tlie 
generai fyftem of government in Europe, at an early period of its civili- 
zation, and which is well known under the appellation of the feudal 
fy dcm. 

The number of Inhabitants in King George’s Sound amount to between 
three and four thoufand. Captain Cook eflimates the village of Nootka 
to contain about two thoufand inhabitants, and we do not think that it 
had undergone any change in its population wlien we were upon the 
coaft. But there arc two other fubordinate villages in the Sound, which, 
between them, appeared to us to contain fifteen hundred people. One 
of them is fituated at a confiderable diftance up the Sound, in a dlfiiidl 
committed to the jurifididtlon of Hanapa. 

To the Northward of the Sound there arc four villages, and to 
the Southward of t there are an equal number, of which Maquilla 
is the chief. From the befl information, each of thefe inhabited 
fpots contain, on an average, about eight hundred people ; fo that the 
whole of M.iquilla’s fuhjcfl:^ do not amount to more than ten thouHind 
people; — a verv Imali r umber indeed to occupy fo large a fpace of 
country;— but the frequent wars which harafs thefe little ftates, and 
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the fierccDcfs of battle among cannibal nations, are fufEcient to fatisfy 
us concerning the ftagnant population of thefe people. 

The diftri<fl next to King George’s Sound to the Southward, is that of 
Wicananilh : though he is not confidered as equal in rank to Maquilla, yet 
he is.cntirely free and independent, and by far the moll potent chief of this 
quarter. In the fame diftrii^l refide the chiefs named Detootche and 
Hanna, on two fmall iflands, but who are entirely free and independent. 
Thefe iflands are fituated a little to the Northward of Port Cox, and 
contain each of them about fifteen hundred people, and we did not un- 
derftand that they had any other dependency. 

The general refidence pf Wicananifli is in Port Cox, where he lives 
in a flate of magnificence much fuperior to any of his neighbours, and 
both loved and dreaded by the other chiefs. His fubjeds, as he himfelf 
informed us, amounted to about thirteen thoufand people, according to 
the following cftimatioii - 

In Port Cox, four thoufand ; to the Southward of Port Cox to Port 
Effingham, and in that Port, two thoufand; and in the other villages 
which are fituated as far as the mouth of the Straits of John de Fuca, on 
the Northern fide there might be about feven thoufand peoplc.—Here the 
dominions of Wicanaiilfli end, and thofe of the next and laft chief 
of the Nootka territory begin, whofe name is Tatootche. 

The names of the feveral villages belonging to Wicanaiilfli were 
given us by himfelf, and are as follow Kenoumahafat, Uth-u-wihett, 
Chaiflet, Elefait, Qu-quaet, Lee-cha-ett, Equo-lett, How-fchuc-fe-lett, 
E-lolth-it, and Nitta-natt. Thefe names are taken down in the manner 
they 3verc pronounced by Wicananifli ; and, indeed, as we pafled along 
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the coaft, we had communication with feveral of them, whofe mhabltants 
came off to us at fea, particularly from Nitta-iiatt, Elefoit, and E-lohh-it. 
Indeed, from the apparent populoufnefs of theft villages, which we could 
very well diftinguilh, we rather think that the chief, either from mo- 
defty Of ignorance, under-rated the population of his country. 

The fubjeds of Wicananifli are a bold, daring people, extremely ath- 
letic, and fuperior in every refped to thofe of King George’s Sound ; 
and, at the fame time, notfo favage as thofe ofTatootche, who refides 
on the ifland that bears his name, and is fituated near the South 
head-land which forms the entrance of the Straits of de Fuca. With 
thefe people we had very little communication, but from the crowd of 
inhabitants collcdled to view the Ihip, and the number of boats filled with 
people which furrounded her, we lhall not over-rate the number of in- 
habitants on this ifland, by eftimating them at five thoufand people. 

The diftrid of this chief extends to Queenhithe ; and Wicananifli 
informed us that it contained five villages, and about three thoufand 
inhabitants. We faw the large village of Queenuitett, near Queenhithe, 
and alfo feveral other fmaller ones, as we coafted along the fliore. 

We could obtain no other knowledge of any villages to the Southward 
of Queenhithe, but from the further information of Wicaiianilh, He 
indeed repeated the names of feveral, which, according to his account, 
were fituated a great way to the Southward, the inhabitants whereof not 
only fpoke a different language from the Nootka natives, but who varied 
alfo in manners and culloms. That this part of his intelligence was 
corre£l, we had fufficient proof, when we were off Shoalwater Bay, as 
the two natives who then approached the (hip, fpoke a language which 
X, feemed 
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fcemed to have no affinity with that of Nootka, and appeared, in the 
circumftances of drefs and the form of their canoe, to be a feparate and 
diftind people from the American nations which we had vifited. 

The following names of the villages to the Southward of Queenhithe, 
were taken down, at the moment, as Wicananiffi pronounced them 
Chanutt, Clanamutt, Chee-mee-fctt, Lo-the-att-fheeth, Lu-nee-chetf, 
Thee-wich-e-rett, Chee-fet, Lino-quoit, Nook-my-ge-mat, Amuo-lkett, 
Nuiflet-tuc-fauk, Quoit- fee-noit, Na-nunc-chett, and Chu-a-na-lkett. 

The knowledge which Wicananifh pofTeffied of the names of thefe places, 
proves very evidently that either he orfome of his people have had fome 
communication with the inhabitants of them. But whether this was a 
matter of defign or hazard, of an occafional trading intercourfe, or the 
accidental effcdls of a ftorm, which has been frequently known to have 
driven canoes to a great diftance, and carried the affrighted Indian to the 
hofpitality or the deftru£lion of a remote coaft, we cannot pretend to fay ; 
as it was not always in our power to make ourfelves intelligible to the 
favages, or render them intelligent to ourfelves, 

Thefe places are beyond the limits of that part of America comprifed 
in the four nations, extending from Prince William’s Sound to Queen 
Charlotte’s Ifles, and the Northern Archipelago ; and from thence to 
Nootka and Cape Shoalwater ; fo that any hiftory of the people that in- 
habit them, muft be a matter of mere conjecture, and therefore totally 
improper to interrupt the authentic narrative before us. 

Of the inhabitants refiding up the Straits of de Fuca, we could obtain 
no information from the people of Nootka; but from the multitude 
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which attacked the long-boat, wc had no doubt that they were very 
numerous. 
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The American continent, in almoft every part, prefents nothing to 
the eye but immenfe ranges of mountains or impenetrable forefts. — 
From Cape Saint James to Queenhithe, which we have confidered ai 
the diftrirf of Nootka, and inhabited by the fame nations, this feene 
invariably prefents itfelf, and admits of very little if any variety. In fome 
places the country appears to be level on the coaft, but ftill the eye foon 
finds itfelf checked by fleep hills and mountains, covered, as well as 
every part of the low-land, with thick woods down to the margin of the 
fea. The fummlts of the higher mountains, indeed, were compofed of 
(harp prominent ridges of rocks, which are clad in fnow inftead of ver- 
dure ; — and now and then we faw a fpot clear of wood, but it was 
very rare, and of fmall extent. 

The climate of this country, that is from Cape Saint James to the 
Southward, is much milder than the Eaftern coaft on the oppofite fide 
of America, in the fame parallel of latitude. 

The winter generally fets in with rain and hard gales from the 
South Eaft, in the month of November ; but it very feldom happens 
that there is any frofl till January, when it is fo flight as very rarely 
to prevent the inhabitants from navigating the Sound in their canoeb. 
The fmall coves and rivulets are generally frozen ; but I could not 
difeover that any one remembered to have fecn the Sound covered 
with ice. 

The winter extends only from November to March, when the ground 
is covered with fnow, which difappears from off the lower lands in 
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April, and vegetation is then found to have made a confidcrablc advance. 
April and May are the fpring months, and in June the wild fruits' are 
already ripened. To the Northward of King George’s Sound the cold 
encreafes, and the winters are longer ; as to the Southward, it of courfe 
dlminifhes ; and we (hould fuppofe that to the Southward of 45® there 
muft be one of the moft pleafant climates in the world. 

The mercury in the thermometer often flood in the middle of fum- 
mer at 70®, particularly in the coves and harbours that were (hcltered 
from the Northern winds ; but we very feldom had it lower than 40 in 
the evenings. Fires, however, were very acceptable both in May and 
September ; but we attributed this circumflance in a great meafure to 
the South Eaft winds, which were ever attended with rain and raw 
cold. The North Weflerly winds, on the contrary, blow clear, but are 
rather cool. The winds which prevail during the fummer months, are 
the Weflerly ones, which extend their influence over the Northern 
Pacific Ocean, to the Northward of 3:/° North, as the Eafterly winds 
blow invariably to the equator from this latitude. 

Storms from the Southward are very frequent in the winter months, 
but there is no reafon to fuppofe that they operate with fuch a degree 
of violence as to prevent (hips from navigating the American coafl, in 
any feafon of the yean 

There are feveral harbours in the diflri£t of Nootka, which are ca- 
pable of receiving, into perfe(fl fecurity, flilpping of the largefl bur- 
then. King George’s Sound is an abfolute colledion of harbours and 
coves, which are (hcltered from the violence of all winds. Port Cox 
and Port Effingham are of the firft kind for capacioufnefs and fafety ; 
and to the Northward of Nootka to Cape Saint James, we may fafely 
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conjc^lure that there are founds and harbours equal to any which have 
been already dcfcribcd. Befides, this coaft is by no means difficult to 
navigate, from its very deep waters and bold (bores. 

We cannot but confider it as a remarkable circumftance, that during 
the whole length of our coafting voyage, we did not meet with a (ingle 
river of any magnitude. The very fmall ftreams which emptied them- 
felves every where into the fea, were generally fupplied by rains 
and fnow from the mountains. We found alfo very few fprings ; fo 
that from thefe and other circumftances, with fuch accounts as we could 
get from the natives, we had been frequently difpofed to imagine, that 
the land which we had confidercd ^as the American coaft, was a chain 
of iflands, feparated by large and capacious channels from the con- 
tinent*. 

* This conjeAure will be considered in one of the Introduftory Memoirs, with feme 
account of the voyage of the American floop Wafhington, in the autumn of 1789, which 
was not received till we were thus far advanced in our Narrative, 
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CHAP. XXII. 

Jl.'count cf the Dijirlci of Kootka continued. — Vegetable ProduHions. — Great 
Plenty of Wild Fruits.— Efculent Roots, i£c.—^adrupeds,— Deer.— Foxes, 
— Martens. — The Ermine. — Squirrel, &c. — Marine j^nimals. — The Jlhalc, 
Sword F/JIj, Seals, &c. — Particular Account of the Sea Otter. — Various 
Kinds of Birds. — Aquatic Fowls. — Fi/h of various Kinds. — Manner of 
taking fome of them. — Reptiles. — Infects. — Minerals, — Conjectures concern^ 
ing Mines in this Country, k£c. ^c. 

T he vegetable produifllons of the dlflridl ofNootka, which have 
come to our knowledge, arc not numerous, though wc mufl: ac- 
knowledge that our botanical enquiries were neceflarlly very confined.— 
We ha\e no doubt but that confiderable additions might be made 
from this country to the collected /Tores both ot Zoohigy and I;Otany ; 
but wc wanted /kill fufficient to render ouiielvc^ rcr\lceaLle In this 

plcafng range of Icicnce. Wc (hared the natural lot cf all private 

expeditions ccpiijiped for the purpofvSol commercial ;id vciifitre, in wliich 
a knowledge of theic brandies of philofopliy n not an cfiential qualill- 
cation, and where even every purj’uit of fcience inafT give way to thole 
of mercantile advantage. 

Among the trees which compofc thefe forefls, we obferved the black and 
white fprucc, with the pine and cyprefs ; and a great variety with wliofc 
form and foliage we were wholly unacquainted ; many of which, however, 
would anfwer every purpofe of the dock-yard. Timbers cut from fomc 
of them proved fo extremely hard, that it was with difficulty they could be 
worked into fhape. We particularly remarked that in King George’s 

Sound, 



NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA. 

Sound, Port Cox, and Port Effingham, the trees in general grow with 
great vigour, and are of a fize fufficient for marts of any dimenfions. 

On the rocky iflands, and in the woods, we found the wild rtraw berry 
in great nbuiulancc. There were alfo currant trees of the black kind, 
and goofeberry bulhes, which feemed to bear fruit only in certain parts. 
There is a fpecies of rafherry of t!ic mort delicious flavour, and far fu- 
perior to any fiult of that kind wc had ever before tarted. It grows on 
a larger bufh than our European rafherry, and is free from thorns ; but 
the fi uit itlclf is fo delicate, tliat a fhower of rain wafhes it entirely 
away. There is alfo a fmall red fruit, not unlike in fize, fliapc and tarte, 
to our currant, which grew on trec^, of a confidcrablc lizc, in tlic greatert 
abundance. It is a fivourite food of the natives, and during the months of 
July and Augurt, the chief employment was to gather it, and a fpecies of 
blackberry, both red and white, hut very much fuperior to our wild 
fruit of that kind, both in fize and flavour. 

The quantities of berry fruits that the natives brought us, proved 
their extreme plenty. To us th^ were a very falutary as well as 
plcafant addition to our table, and the fallors fat down every day to a 
pudding made of them. We rdfo preferved feveral fmall calks of the 
red fruit with fugar, winch larted feveral months, and were very fer-- 
viceable to us at fea. 

Wild leeks grow every where in the greatert profufion ; and the 
efculent roots are in great variety, fome of which have a tnrtc limilar to 
the fea fpinnage. 'When, however, they could not be procured, the 
tops of the young nettle proved an excellent fuccedaneuni. Of thefe 
the natives are immoderately fond ; after having rtripped the younger 
plants of a thin coat, they eat them in their raw ftate. 
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Towards the water-ficle we obferved great quantities of wild wheat, 
or goofe-grafs. We every where found in the woods wild rofes and 
fweet-briar, which perfumed the air. We faw alfo the anthericum 
that bears the orange-flower, and many other kinds of plants, which 
our ignorance in the botanic fcience prevents us from enumerating or 
attempting to defcribe. Indeed, the conftant employment which our 
commercial concerns required of us, was wholly unfavourable to the 
refearches of natural philofopliy ; but we have every reafon to believe 
that any one of botanical experience, who fhould vifit this coaft in 
the fummer feafon, would add to the flock of his knowledge in this 
ufeful and delightful fcience. 

The quadrupeds which we had an opportunity of feeing, were very 
few they were deer, racoons, martens, fquirrels and foxes. The deer 
which we received as prefents from the chiefs were very final), but we 
have feen others in their po/TefTion of the moofe kind, extremely large, 
with branching horns. We believe, however, that the latter were not 
in great plenty : indeed in all our excurfions wc never were fo fuccefsfiil 
as to bring one home, though wc had feen and wounded them. 

The foxes are very common, and differ much in fize and colour ; 
fome arc yellow, with a long, foft, and very beautiful fur : others are 
of a dirty red ; and a third fort of a kind of afh colour. 

The marten bears a ftrong refemblance to that of Canada, particularly 
as to fize and (hape ; but it is not fo black, nor is its fkin fo valuable a& 
thofe brought from that country. There is alfo another fpecies of them 
here, whofe hair is fo very coarfc as to be in little or mo eftimation with 
the natives. 
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The ermine is very fcarce ; and thofe of this animal which wc faw, 1 788. 
were rather of a yellowifli colour, and pofleffing, in no degree, that 
beautiful whitenefs which makes them fo cftimable in the countries 
of Europe. 

Neither racoons or fquirrels appeared to be in great plenty ; the 
former are tame like thofe of Eaftcrn America, and the latter are fmallcr 
than our European fquirrcl, but not of fo bright a colour. 

During the time we remained on the coaft, we faw but two beaver 
Ikinb ; but they were the richeft fpecimens of that fur which we ever 
remember to have feen. 

The natives made frequent mention of bears, of which they gave ui' 
to underftand there were great numbers in the forefts, of a very fierce 
nature, and with whom they fometimes had terrible battles ; but we 
were never fo fortunate as to fee one of them ; and though fome of 
our people went out occafionally a bear hunting, they always returned 
without the gratification even of having feen their game. 

Our knowledge did not extend further than to the above animals, 
though it is more than probable, that there are many other kinds of 
them who inhabit the forefts of this country Indeed, we faw fkins 
which ferved for the drefs, ornament, or armour of the natives, that 
muft have belonged to animals which we had not feen. Though theft 
might be got in bartering with thofe tribes who may be fuppofed to 
inhabit the interior parts of the country. 

The mountain flieep, though inhabitants of the Northern part of 
the coaft, do not extend themfelvcs fo far to the Southward as the 
diftrid of Nootka ; at leaft wc never faw their fleece or their horns, 
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which are in fuch univcrfal ule with the Indians of Prince WilHam’t 
Sound and Cook’s River, 

The fea coafts of this country abound with numerous marine ani- 
mals ; fuch as whales, both of the bone and fpermaceti kind; thralhers, 
grampuffes, porpoifes, both black and white, feals, fea-lions, fea-cows, 
the river otter, and above all, the fea-otter. 

During the fummer, when employed in navigating the coaft, we faw 
great numbers of whales, and were fometimes witnefles to dreadful 
battles between them, the fword-fifh and thethralher, who filled the air 
with the noife of their combats. Tlie natives, in hunting the whale, 
prefer thofe fmall ones with hunches on their backs, as being the moft 
cafy to kill. They purfuc alfb the fea-lion and the fea-cow for the 
fame reafon. The vafl number of feals which are every where feen, 
render them an eafy prey to the natives, who confider them as delicious 
food. Their fkins are of a filvery colour, fpotted wirh black, and 
covered with a coarfe hair. 

The fle/h of the fea-cow and fea-lion are efteemed peculiar delica- 
cies, and are even preferred to the whale; but are very fcarce to 
the Southward, — More to the North they are found in great plenty. 

The number of thefe animals which are dedroyed by the natives 
for food, muft be very confidcrable : the grampus and porpoife feem, in 
fome degree, to efcape this general deftruftion, being confider,ed as in- 
ferior, both in point of ufefulnefs or luxury. But abundant as the 
whales may be in the vicinity of Nootka, they bear no comparifon 
to the numbers feen on the Northern part of the coaft : indeed the 
generality of thefe huge [marine animals delight in the frozen cli- 
mate s* 
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The fea-otter we believe to be an inhabitant of every part of the 
North Weftern Coaft of America, from the latitude of 30° North to 
60° North. Their fur is the fanefl in the world ; it poffcfles a jetty 
blacknefs, and is of exceeding beauty. The peculiar warmth it affords, 
renders it amoft valuable clothing in the colder climates ; but coiifidered 
in an ornamental view, it has a rich and magnificent appearance, and, 
under a certain arrangement, may vie even with the royal ermine. 

The ocean bordering on the American coafl: is not the exclufive habi- 
tation of the fca-otter: — that animal fiequciits the coart: of Japan and 
that of China, particularly in the Yellow Sea, and the neighbourhood 
of Corea ; but we have never heard that they are found farther to the 
Southward. They, indeed, delight in, as they Teemed to be formed 
for, cold climates, and are wonderfully clad to rertfl the feverlty of the 
coldeft region. There are, however, particular places to which they 
never fall to refort in great numbers, as is fuppofed, on account of the 
fhoals offifh which frequent them, and are the food of the otter. 

This animal, like the river< otter, is of an amphibious nature; but 
their peculiar element is the fen. They are fometimes feen many leagues 
from land, fleeping on their backs, on the furface of the water, with 
their young ones reclining on their hreafl. As the cubs are incapable of 
fwimming till they are feveral months old, the mother muft liave fome 
curious method of carrying them out to Tea, and returning them to their 
biding places on fhore, or in the cavities of rocks that project into the 
fea: Indeed, they are known to deep with their young on their breaff, 
and to fwlm with them on their back ; but if they fhould be unfortu- 
nately overtaken by the hunters, the dam and her brood always die 
together : — She will not leave her young ones in the moment of danger, 
and therefore fhares their fate. 

H h From 
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From the formation of their lungs they are unable to remain under 
water longer than two minutes, when they are forced to rife to the fur- 
face for refpiration ; and it is this circumftance which gives their pur- 
fuers fuch advantage over them though the wonderful fwiftnefs with 
which they fwim, very often baffles the utmoft attention and (kill of the 
hunter. 

Nature has furnlfhed this creature with powerful weapons of offence 
and deftrudion. Its fore-paws are like thofe of the river-otter, but of 
much larger fize, and greater flrength : — its hind-feet are fkirted with a 
membrane, on which, as well as on the fore-feet, there grows a thick 
and coarfe hair:— its mouth contains moft formidable rows of teeth, 
fuperior to any other marine carnivorous animal except the fhark. 

The fur varies in beauty according to the different gradations of life.— 
The young cubs of a few months old, are covered with a long, coarfe, 
white hair, which protects the fine down that lies beneath it. — The na- 
tives often pluck off this coarfe hair, when the lower fur appears of a 
beautiful brown colour and velvet appearance. As they encreafe in age 
this long hair falls off, and the fur becomes blackifh, but ftill remains 
fliort. — When the animal is full grown, it becomes of a jet black, and 
cncreafes in beauty ; the fur then thickens, and is thinly fprinkled with 
white hairs. — When they are paft their ftate ofperfeaion, and verge to- 
wards old age, their Ikin changes into a dark-brown, dingy colour, 
and, of courfe, proportionably diminilhes in value. 

This is the befl account we could obtain of this curious and valuable 
animal ; for it would be impofllble for us to deferibe, with any degree of 

fatisfaiflion, the different kinds of otter fkins brought to us for fale. 

The great variety of colour, from a chefnut brown to a jet black, which 
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we obferved in them» makes it difficult for us to afcertam the precife 
period of their lives when they have arrived at perfedlion. At firft 
We really fuppofed them to be the (kins of dlderent animals, or of vari- 
ous fpecies of the fame animal but wc afterwards difcovered what we 
have already ftated concerning the advancement of them to beauty ; and 
perhaps other circumftances may combine to haften, or retard the period 
of their moft perfect ftate. — We are difpofed to imagine that they undergo 
an annual change in their fur, either by fhedding the old, or acquiring 
new ; and that their (kins are confiderably affeded by the different feafons 
of the year. — We obferved that the fkins of the otters killed during the 
winter, were of a more beautiful black, and, in every refped, more per- 
fed than thofe which were taken in the fummer or autumn. 

The Chinefe, who muft be confidered as the beft judges of thefe 
fkins, clafs them under eight or ten denominations, and affix to each 
a proportionate value, concerning which they would never fuffer us, 
in our bargains with them, to intrude an opinion. — As furriers, they 
held us, and perhaps with fome reafon, in very low eftimation. 


TJie male otter Is, beyond all comparifon, more beautiful than the fe- 
male, and is diftinguifhed by the fuperior jetty colour, as well as velvet 
appearance of his fkin ; whereas the head, throat and belly of the female, 
is not only covered with a fur that is white, but which is alfo of a very 
coarfe texture. The fkins in the higheft eftimation, are thofe which 
have the belly and throat plentifully interfperfed with a kind of brilliant 
filver hairs, while the body is covered with a thick black fur, of extreme 
finenefs, and a filky glofs.— Indeed in this ftate, the fur of the fea otter Is, 
taken in all its circumftances, fuperior for cloathing, to that of any other 
animal in the world. 

Hh2 It 
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frpTEMEiR. Corean and Japan feas, are fuperior to thofe of RufTia or the North 

Weftern Coaft of America. 

«i^, 

The abundance of thcfe animals, which frequent every part of the Ame- 
rican coaft, occafion their being caught without much difficulty by the 
natives ; who not only owe the magnihcence of their appearance, as well 
as a moft comfortable protection agalnft the feverity of their winters, to 
the Ikin of the fea- otter, but alfo find in its flefh what they confider as 
moft delicious food. 

It differs from the river otter, or capucca, as called by the people of 
Nootka, and which is the fame as that of Canada : in its form, fize, and 
fur. It is far fuperior. 

The fpecics of birds which frequent the American fhore are very con- 
fined: — We obferved the crow, the magpie, the thrufh, the wood- 
pecker, the wren, the king fifher, the common land-lark, the plover, the 
hawk, and the white-headed eagle. The wood-pigeon was alfo fome- 
times, but very rarely feen. 

The aquatic fowls were far more numerous ; and confifted of the com* 
mon fea-gulls and (hags ; many kinds of ducks and divers ; the fea-parrot, 
and many others, of which we knew not the names. 

Vaft quantities of fi(h are to be found, both on the coaft and in the 
founds or harbours. — Among thefe are the halibut, herring, fardinc, 
filver-bream, falmon, trout, cod, elephant- fi(h, (hark, dog-fi(h, cuttlc-fi(h, 
great variety of rock-fifh, &c. All of which we have feen in the poflef- 
fion •£ the natives, or have been caught by ourfelves. There are, proba- 
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bly, a great abundance of other klnds^ which are not to be taken by the 
hook, the only method of taking fifti with which the natives are ac- 
quainted, and we had neither trawls or nets. 

In the fprlng, the herrings as well as the fardlnes, frequent the coaft 
in vaft (hoals. The herring is from feven to eight inches long, and, 
in general, fmaller than thofe taken in the Britiih Teas. The fardinc 
refembles that of Portugal, and is very delicious : they are here 
taken by the people in prodigious quantities.— They firft drive the flioals 
into the fmall coves, or fhallow waters, when a certain number of men 
in canoes, keep plafliing the water, while others fink branches of the 
pine with ftones ; the filh are then eafily taken out with wooden troughs 
or wicker balkets. We have fometimes feen fuch numbers of them, 
that a whole village has not been able to cleanfe them before they began 
to grow putrid. After being cleaned, they arc placed on rods, and hung 
in rows, at a certain dlftancc, over their fires, that they may be fmoked ; 
and when they are fufficicntly dried, they arc carefully packed up in 
mats, and laid by a? a part, and a very confiderable part, of their winter’s 
provifioii. The feafon for taking thefe fifh is in the months of July and 
Auguft. Certain people, at this time, arc Rationed on particular emi- 
nencles, to look for the arrival of the flioals, which can be very readily 
diftlnguiflied by the particular motion of ilie Tea. The natives then 
embark in their canoes to proceed in their fiflicry. The fardine is pre- 
ferred by them to every other kind of fifli, except the falmon. 

In the months of July, Auguft, and September, falmon are taken, 
though not in fo great abundance as the other fifli, but are of a very 
delicate flavour. They arc fplit, dried, and packed up, as has already 
been deferibed, and arc confidcred as a great delicacy. The falmon 
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of the diftridl of Nootka are very different from thofe found to the 
Northward, which are of an inferior kind, and of the^ fame fpecics 
with thofe taken at Kamtfchatka, 

During our flay in King George’s Sound, we faw very few fharks or 
halibut; but the cod taken by the natives were of thc'beft quality:— 
they are alfo prepared, like the reft, for the purpofeof winter ftorcs. 

We. faw the red fnapper here, but it was very uncommon; and we 
now and then obferved the large cuttle-fifti, which the natives eat with 
great relifh in its raw ftate. 

The mufcles are of a very large fize, and filled with a fmall, feedy 
pearl, about the fize of a pin’s head, very ill-fhaped, and by no means 
tranfparent. We faw alfo fea-ears, cockles, limpets, ftar-fifh, and many 
other marine produ6bions in great abundance. The fmall fea-crabs have 
a very delicate flavour, and are in great plenty. 

The reptiles of this country are confined, at leaft as far as our know- 
ledge extends, to a fmall brown fnake, about eighteen inches in length, 
which fled on hearing the leaft noife. In our frequent vifits to the 
woods we faw no other ; fo that they may be traverfed without the 
leaft fear of meeting with thofe dangers from poifonous animals of the 
reptile kind, which infeft the Eaftern fide of America. There are how- 
ever, great quantities of mufquitoes, which prove a feverc inconvenience 
to the natives, Wc faw butterflies of various kinds, and fome of un- 
common fize and beauty. The bee, common fly, and various fpecies of 
moths, were in great numbers, and compofed all that wc recollect to 
have feen of the infc£l tribe on the North Weft Coaft of America. 
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Of the minerals of this country, wc can only judge from the different 
kinds of ore which wc faw in the pofleffion of the natives ; and from 
thofe fpecimens, we are difpofcd to confider them of the moft valuable 
kind. 

The pure malleable lump^ of copper ore fcen in the poffeflion of the 
natives, convince us that there are mines of this metal in the vicinity of 
this part of the Weftern coaft. We once faw a piece of it, which appear- 
ed to weigh about a pound, through which an hole had been perforated 
fuflFiciently large for an handle to pals, in order to make a kind of ham- 
mer. On enquiring of the man in whofe pofleflion it was, from whence 
he procured it, he made us underftand that he had received it in barter 
from fome of the native people who lived more to the* North ward. — 
We had alfo occafionally feen necklafces and a fort of bracelets worn on 
the wrift, which were of the pureft ore, and to all appearance had never 
been in the pofl’elTion of an European. 

The natives make a kind of coarfe red ochre, for the purpofe of paint- 
ing therafelves, but 'more particularly their faces, which very probably 
contains metalline particles ; we alfo obferved that they employed a 
black pigment, which they ufe to paint their bodies. Over the latter 
they ftrew a glittering fand, which was very much efteemed by them ; 
and from its appearance, our Tailors, at firft, took it for gold. It was 
collefled from a bed of rock of a whitilh colour, at the bottom of a 
rivulet ; it ran in veins, poflelTed a Ihining quality, and was of a gold 
colour. On breaking a piece of the rock, thefe Ihining particles vaniflied, 
and what remained, was black and flaky ; which, however, on being 
reduced to powder, refumed the brilliant appearance we have mentioned, 
and formed the proudefl: ornament of the Nootkan inhabitants. Sir 
Francis Drake fpcaks of this Ihining fand in his account of New Albion. 

But 
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But we are not fufficiently (killed in mineralogy, to juftify our offering 
any obfervatioiis concerning it. 

We alfo faw feveral oaangular pieces of rock chryftal, pcrfcdly 
trnnfp.ircnt, and worn by the natives as ornaments about their neck. 
They generally had about them a fmall piece of Mufeovy glafs, which 
they held in high eftimation. 

The Imperkift knowledge we have yet obtained of this country, muft 
render all conjci^lure vain as to its mineral pofleflioiis. The Spaniards, 
hot\evcr, who have the kccnefl: feent of any people for thofe riches 
w'hich arc contained in the bowels of the earth, in the month of Augiift, 
1^89, opened a mine in an ifland, called Hog Ifland, which is fituated 
in the harbour of Friendly Cove, in King George’s Sound. Their miners 
were kept conftantly at work, and no one but themfclves fuffered to ap- 
proach the ifland, except thcToldiers ordered to guaid it. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


^he Perfom of the Inhalltants iefcuhed, — Hoe Manner in which they treat 
their Infant Children. — Heir Averfon to Beards'.^DreJfcs^ Male and Fe- 
male.— -Various Kinds of them.^^Their Majks^ and the Ufes of them . — 
Difpoftion and 'Temper of the Natives.— An horrid Cujiom of killing a Slave 
every Months for the Purpofe of eating him. — Ihe Ceremonies ufed on this 
Occafion. — The Circumjiance which led to the Difeovery of this cruel 
Practice, ^c, 

H E people of the Nootkan nation are, in general, rob Lift and well 
A proportioned ; — their faces are large and full, their cheeks high 
and piominent, with fmall black eyes their nofes aio broad and flat ; 
their lips thick ; and they have, generally, very fine teeth, and ofthemoft 
brilliant whiteiiefs. 

The manner in which the children ofNootka are treated when young, 
is not more extraordinary from its ftrange, and, as it fl'railJ appear, 
total inutility, as from its agreement with the cuftoms of the Chinefe 
and Tartars, to whom this pradice gives thefe people a conf derable 
refemblance. The head of the infant is bound by the mother with a 
kind of fillet of fcveral folds, as low down as the eyes, in order to give it 
a certain form, which, at this tender age, it is capable of receiving. It 
might be fuppofed- that fuch a tight drawn ligature miift caufc confi- 
derablepain to the child; but we never obferved that any of the infants 
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pain or inconvenience. 

Though the cuftom of comprefTing the head in this manner, gives 
them an unpleafant appearance, by drawing up the eye-brows, and 
ibinetlmes producing the difagreeable cfFedl of fquinting, as well as of 
flattening the nofe and diftending the noftrlls, they are by no means 
an Ill-looking race of people. They have alfo the cuftom, which is 
known to prevail in fo many Indian nations, of plucking out the beard 
by the roots, on its flrft appearance ; and, as it continues to fprout, to 
keep it down by the fame pradice. It is one of the domeflic employ- 
ments aligned to their wives to watch this appearance of manhood, and 
to eradicate tlie hairs as they come forth ; which they do in a very dexte- 
rous manner w'itli their Angers, and without giving the leaft pain in 
the operation. — Some of them, how'cver, though we faw but very few of 
this dlfpofition, when they advance in years, and become infirm, fuffer their 
beards to grow without interruption — But, notwithftandiiig they have fo 
great an averfion to the hair of their chin, that of the head is an object of 
their attentive vanity.— It is flrong, black and glofly, grows to a con- 
fidcrable length, and is either tied in a kind of knot on the top of their 
lieads, or fulFered to hang down their backs in flowing negligence. 

In their exterior form they have not the fymmetry or elegance which 
is found in many other Indian nations.— Their limbs though flout and 
athletic, are crooked and ill-fliaped; their skin, when cleanfed of filth 
and ochre, is white, and we have feen fome of the women, when in a 
flate of cleanlinefs,— which, however, was by no means a common fight, 
and obtained with difficulty,— who not only poflefled the fair complexion 
of Europe, but features that would have attraded notice for their delicacy 
and beauty, in thofe parts of the world where the qualities of the human 

form 
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form arc beft undcrftood. But thcfe examples of beauty are by no means 
numerous among the women of Nootka, who arc calculated rather to dif- 
guft than to charm an European beholder. Their hair, like that of the 
men, is black; their eyes are of the fame colour and, in their exterior 
appearance, they are not to be immediately diftinguiflied from the men. 
In their charaiSlers they arc referved and chafte ; and examples of loofe 
and iramod'eft conduft were very rare among them. There were women 
in Saint George’s Sound, whom no offers could tempt to meretricious 
fubmiflions. 

The principal drefs of the men is either compofed of the skin of the 
fea-otter, or confifts of a kind of flaxen garment, made by the women 
from the bark of a tree and the filament of a nettle, prepared in a parti- 
cular manner. The skin of the bear, the racoon, or other animals, are 
fometimes worn, according to the caprices of fancy, or the temperature 
of the weather. 

The otter veflment is compofed of two large fkins fewed on one fide, 
which form a covering from the neck to the ancles ; it pafi'es under the 
left arm, and is tied over the right fhouldcr by a leathern thong fafiened 
to the fkins, leaving both arms entirely free from any kind of refiraint. 
This garment, in its form and folds, is far from being ungraceful ; and, 
when aided by the richnefs of the fur, wants nothing but cleanlinefs 
to make it a veflment of the moft pleafing defeription. 

They have alfo another garment, made from the inner bark of tlie 
pine-tree and the filaments of the nettle. — Thcfe are fleeped for fomc 
time in urine ; and having been well beaten, they are feparated into 
threads, which is a matter of no great fkill. A certain quantity of thefe 
threads joined together, form one of the flronger thongs, a number of 
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1788. which are prepared twice the length of the garment, and laid double 
striEMBEE. acrofs a long ftick ; when they are readily platted into the kinds of mat of 
which this article of the Nootkan drefs is made. The women are very 
expert at this bufinefs, which is one of their principal employments.— 
This garment, from its clofc contexture, is warm, and, when new and 
clean, is rather of an elegant appearance, efpecially when its edges 
are trimmed with a narrow fringe of the fea otter’s skin; but the 
filth of the houfes, and the perfonal nahinefs of the people, almoft 
immediately foils, and of courfe deftroys its beauty: the natives call 
it a coifach^ and wear it in the lame manner as thdr drefles of skin 
and fur. 

The cap which they ufe as a covering for their head, is of a conic 
form, made of matting, and of fo clofc a texture as to be capable of 
holding water. It is ornamented with painted reprefentations of birds 
and other animals, and faftened by a leathern thong, tied beneath the 
chin. There is, without doubt, a very great convenience in this part of 
their drefs, but It is by no means calculated to add to the grace or fierce- 
nefs of their appearance. 

Their faces are generally painted with a fort of red ochre: In vifits of 
ceremony every part of their body is bedaubed with it, which makes 
them of a reddilli hue, and difagreeable appearance ; and being mixed with 
train-oil, with which they previoufly anoint themfelves, is accompanied 
with a rancid fmell. In this falhion of painting themfelves they adopt 
various modes, which, as it appeared to us, they appropriate to certain 
occafions. When tliey go on a war expedition, black is a prevalent 
colour, laid on lU r.p’al:>, on a white ground ; we have fometimes alfo 
feen them painted entirely white; and, at other times, of a bright red, 
ever which they Urtwcd a Ihining fand, which has been already deferibed. 

But 
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But in whatever fafhion they thought proper to colour themfelves, they 17SS. . 
appeared to us equally difgufting ; it was, if we may ufe the exprtflion, ^®”*“*“* 
when they were in defliabillc, that they appeared to the greateft ad- 
vantage. 

The ears of the men are univerfally perforated. Some of thefe hare 
fereral holes, in which they fix fmall leathern thongs, ftrung cither with 
porcupines quills, fmall pieces of copper, or any other ornament they 
could procure from us. But buttons, when they could be obtained, fup- 
planted all other articles, and we have fometimes feen thtir ears drawn 
down almoft to their fhoulders by the weight of them. The fej^tum, or 
that part of the nofe which divides the noftrils, is alfo fometimes pt rfo- 
rated, from whence pieces of copper, iron or tin, fhaped in various ways, 
are fufpended. — 1 hey wear alfo, round thtir wrifts, a kind of bracclct,^ 
made of metal, or of leather ftrung with fhells, and fometimes of a 
number of fimple thongs of leather. They apply the fame kind of or- 
nament to their ancles ; but with a greater number of thongs, and a pro>- 
portiouable encrcafe in the fize of the beads or other decorations. 

The drefs of the women very materially differs from that of the men ; 
and is calculated, with great modefty, to prevent that perfonal expofure 
which accompanies the drefs of the other fex. They are never fuffered 
to wear the fea-otter ikin, or furs of any kind, as far as we could 
obferve. — Their drefles are made of mats, manufadured by them- 
felves, in the form of a fhifr, without lleeves, which falls down 
to the ancle. A kind of mantle, with a hole in the middle, paffes 
over their head, and is contrived to cover their arms without reftrainlng 
their motion; though it very feldom happens that in any of their em^ 
ployments more than half the arm becomes vifible. A cap of the 
fame kind as that of the men, compicats thLix drefs. Their long 
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178S. black hair hangs down tlR*V back ; but they are not allowed to employ 

StfTEMBER. any other paint but of a nd colour, which, however, they ufe in gi*eat 
profufiofi. VVe obfcrvcd very few of them who were adorned with the 
nofe or ear decorathms. 

But thefe are the drefTes of peace ; — the people of Nootka have another 
for war, and admirably contrived to anfwer the purpofe for which 
it is put on. It confilds of a thick leathern frock or doublet, made from 
tlie skin of the elk, cut into a fringe at the fides and neck, and adorned 
on the other parts with taflels of leather ; it reaches from the neck to the 
heels, and is painted with various devices. This garment is fufhciently 
hioiig to refill: the arrows or even the fpears of their enemies, as by 
hanging loofe it yields to the force, and checks the progrefs both of 
one and tl/j otlier. It may, therefore, be confidered as a very complete 
defenlive armour. Thi^drefs is accompanied with a mask reprefenting 
the head of fome animal ; it is made of wood, with the eyes, teeth, &c, 
and is a woik of confidcrable ingenuity. Of thefe masks they have 
a great varietv? w'hlch are applicable to certain circumftances and occa- 
fions. Thofe, for example, which reprefent the head of the otter, or any 
otlier marine animals, are u fed only when they go to hunt them.— In 
their war expeditions, but at no other time, they cover the whole of 
their drefs with large bear-skins. They allb adorn their heads with 
feathers and the down of birds,— a cuflom which they rigidly obferve 
in their firft approach to Grangers. 

When we firft faw them drefled in this manner, their ferocious ap^ 
pearance was rather alarming, but this fingular mode of difguifingthem- 
felves, loft its deformity by a familiar intercourfe, and being continually 
in the habit of obferving the chara<ftcr of this inoffenfive people. When 
fitting in their houfes and converfing with their families, they loft all that 
f air 
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air of ferocity which they derived from the dref? we have juft dLfcrlbcd— 
They were, in general, courteous to us, and affable to taeh other ; and ^ 
they (cemed to entertain foine.hing Hke a very corre£l nori-.'u of light and 
wrong; being confident when a£ling with redlitude, and diiftJuui when 
doing any thing under an oppofitc influence : for I do net recoiled a 
finglc inftance, where the reproach vve made them on any detedion, was 
not attended with the moft evid:;nt fenfe of (hame. It would not, per- 
haps, be the beft ground to form a judgment of their real charader by 
their immediate condud to us, as that might take its ftiape from the fear of 
our power, or the hope of our favour. But in their demeanour to each 
other, we frequently faw thofe attentions, and diftovered thofe friendly 
difpofitions which leave no doubt as to the amiable qualities they pof- 
fefs. On the other hand, their fanguinary appetites and cannibal pro- 
pen fi ties were but too evident ; fo that we were divided between our re- 
gard and abhorrence of the Nootkan people. 

Callicum and Hanapa both declared their averfion to the pradice of 
eating human flefli ; at the fame time they acknowledged it cxifted among 
them, and that Maquilla was fo much attached to this detcftable ban- 
quet, as to kill a flave every moon, to gratify his unnatural appetite.— 
Thcfe chiefs, with every look and expreffion of abhorrence, gave us the 
following account of this bloody ceremony. 

The number of Maquilla’s flaves were very confiderable, not only atNoot- 
ka, but in other parts of his territories. And when the fatal day arrived 
which was to be celebrated by the fcaft of an human vidim, a certain 
number of theft flaves were afletnbled in the houft of the fovereign 
chief, who feleded the objed to be eaten by him and his guefts, 
in the following curious manner:— The inferior chiefs who were 
invited to partake of the approachmg banquet, performed the cerc- 
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monies which were appointed to precede it : — thefe confift of (inging 
the war fong, dancing round the firc^ and fomenting the flames, by 
throwing oil into them. A bondage is then tied over the eyes of Ma- 
quilla, who in this blindfold fl.ite is to fcize a flave. His adivity in 
the purfuit, with the alarms and exertions of thefe unhappy wretches 
in avoiding it, form another part of this inhuman bufinefs. But it is 
fcldom a work of delay, — fome one of thefe (laves is foon caught, — death 
inftantly follows, — the devoted carcafe is immediately cut in pieces, 
and its recking portions diftributed to the guefts : when an univerfal 
(hout of thofc who have cfcaped, declares the joy of their deliverance. 

We were not by any means difpofed to give credit to this extraordinary 
adlion, and rather imagined that it was invented to nijure JVlaquilla in 
our opinion ; for when we recolle(n:ed that the pillow of Callicum was 
filled with human fciills, we could not but fufpedt if the former was 
a cannibal, that the latter was alfo of the fame defcription. Our fubfe- 
quent enquiries, however, confirmed all that Callicum had alTerted;-— 
and many of the natives alTured us that he was an honourable exception 
to the general difpofition of the Nootkan people to human fle(h. The 
fculls on which he repofed might, indeed, be the remains of his anceftors ; 
or, which is more probable, the trophies of his provvefs, and preferved 
by him to record his valour ; as ftandards taken from an enemy, in the 
wars of polifhed nations, are hung up as enfigus of their glory, in the 
public places of their metropolitan cities, 

A circumftancc however took place very foon after we had received 
the information wc have juft related, which induced Maquiila himfelf to 
confirm the truth of this cruel hiftory, and to name even the very time 
when the laft feenc of his tragic gluttony was aded by him. 
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It fo happened that the chief, in afeending the fide of the (hip, by fome 1 788. 
untoward accident received an hurt in his leg. Orders were immediately Septembei. 
given to the furgeon to do what was necelTary on the occafion ; and when 
he was about to apply a plaifter to the wound, Maqiiilla abfolutely refu- 
fed tofufFerthe application, but fucked himfelf the blood which flowed 
freely from it : and when we exprefled our aftonilhment and difguft at 
his condufl, he replied, by licking his lips, patting his belly, and ex- 
claiming cloofl^^ cloojb ; or good, good. Nor did he now hefitate to confefs 
that he eat human flc(h, and to exprefs the delight he took in banquet- 
ing on his fellow creatures. Nay, he not only avowed the pradice of 
which he had been accufed, but informed us, as we flood (hudderiiig at 
the flory, that, a very (hort time before, the ceremony of killing and 
eating a (lave had taken place even in Friendly Cove. We terrified him 
however into a promife, that no fuch barbarity (hould be again praitifed 
by himfelf, or any others in his territories ; and gave him to underfland, 
with the mofl determined tone and look we could aflume, that he him- 
felf (hould not long furvive another repetition of it. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


Employments of the Men of Nootka.-^They conffi^ in general^ of hunting 
different Marine and Land Jlnimals. — Killing the iVhale^ ^c, deferibed . — 
Method of hunting the Sea-Otter ^ the Seal^ — l*heir more domejik Occu- 

pations, — Making Implements for Fifing andJVar, — fheir Canoes \ —JDe^ 
feription of them, — particular Manner of Fif ing, — Employments of the 
Women, — Manner tf colleliing and preferring the Roes (f Fijh, — fhe 
Difpoftion of the People to War,^L*he Cujiom of exchanging their Women , — 
^heir Religion, tSc, &c, 

T H E occupations of the men on this coaft were fuch as arofe from 
their particular fituation. Fifliing, and hunting the land or larger 
marine animals, either for food or furs, form their principal employ* 
ments.— The common bufinefsof fifhing for ordinary fuftenance iscarrlcd 
on by flaves, or the lower clafs of people : — While the more noble occu- 
pation of killing the whale and hunting the fea*otter, is followed by none 
but the chiefs and warriors. 

Their dexterity in killing the whale is not eafily deferibed, and the 
facility with which they convey fo huge a creature to their habitations . is 
no lefs remarkable. When it is determined to engage in whale-huntings 
which the moft flormy weather does not prevent, the chief prepares him- 
fclf, with no common ceremony, for this noble diverfioo.— He is cloathed 
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on the occafion in the fca-otter’s fkin ; his body is befmcared with oil, 
and daubed with red ochre ; and he is accompanied by the moft brave, 
a^ive, and vigorous people in his fervice. 

The canoes employed on this occafion are of a fize between their war 
canoes and thofe they ufe on ordinary occahons ; they are admirably well 
adapted to the purpofe, and are capable bf holding, conveniently, eighteen 
or twenty men. 

The harpoons which they ufe to ftrike the wliale or any other fea- 
animal, except the otter, are contrived with no common (kill. The 
(haft is from eighteen to twenty-eight feet in length ; at the end whereof 
is fixed a large piece of bone, cut in notches, which being fpliced to 
the (haft, ferves as a fecure hold for the harpoon, which is faftened to 
it with thongs.— The harpoon is of an oval form, and rendered extreme- 
ly (harp at the fidcs as well as the point ; — it Is made out of a large 
mufcle-lhcll, and is fixed into another piece of bone, about three inches 
long, and to which a line is fafiened made of the finews of certain 
beads, of feveral fathoms in length ; this is again attached to the (haft ; 
fo that when the fi(h is pierced, the (haft floats on the water by means 
of fcal-skins filled with wind, or the ventilated bladders of fi(h, which 
are fecurely attached to it. 

The chief himfelf is the principal harpooner, and is the fird that 
(Irikes the whale. — He is attended by feveral canoes of the fame fize 
as his own, filled with people armed with harpoons, to be employed as oc- 
cafion may require. When the huge fi(h feels the fmart of thefirft wea- 
pon, hcinftantly dives, and carries the (haft with all its bladders along with 
him. The boats immediately follow his wake, and as he rifes, continue 
to fix their weapons in him, till he finds it impofiible for him to (ink, 
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from the number of floating buoys which are now attached to his body. 
The whale then drowns, and is towed on fliore with great noife and 
rejoicings. It is then immediately cut up, when part is dedicated to 
the feaft which concludes the day, and the remainder divided among 
thofe who have fhared in the dangers and glory of it. 

The taking of the lea-otter is attended with far greater linzard as well 
as trouble. For this purpofe two very fmall canoes arc prepared, in 
each of which are two expert hunters. The inftruments they em- 
ploy on this occafion are bows and arrows, and a fmall harpoon. The 
latter differs, in fome degree, from that which they ufe in hunting the 
whale ; the fliaft is much the fame, and is pointed with bone ; but the 
harpoon itfelf is of a greater length, and fo notched and barbed, that 
when it has once entered the flelh, it is almoft Impoffible to extricate it. 
This is attached to the lhaft by feveral fathonas of line of fufflcient 
flrcngth to drag the otter to the boat. The arrows are fmall, and pointed 
with bone, formed into a Angle barb. Thus equipped, the hunters pro- 
ceed among the rocks in fearch of their prey. Sometimes they furprife 
him (lecpliig on his back, on the furface of the water ; and, if they 
can get near the animal without awakening him, which requires infinite 
precaution, he is cafily harpooned and dragged to the boat, when a 
fierce battle very often enfues between the otter and the hunters, 
who are frequently wounded by the claws and teeth of the ani- 
mal. The more common mode, however, of taking him is by pur- 
fult, which is fometimes continued for feveral hours. — As he cannot re- 
main under water but for a very fhort time, the skill in this Chacc 
confifis in di reding the canoes in the fame line that the otter takes when 
under the water, at which time he fwims with a degree of celerity that 
greatly exceeds that of his purfuers. They therefore feparate, in order 
to have the better chance of wounding him with their arrows at the 
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moment he rifcs; though it often happens that this wary and cunning 
animal efcapes from the danger which furrounds him. 

It has been obferved, in the account already given of the otter, 
that when they are overtaken with their young ones, the parental 
afFedion fuperfcdes all fenfe of danger; and both the male and female 
defend their offspring with the moft furious courage, tearing out the 
arrows and harpoons fixed in them with their teeth, and oftentimes 
even attacking the canoes. On thefc occafions, however, they and 
their litter never fail of yielding to the power of the hunters. The dif- 
ficulty of taking the otter might indeed occafion fome degree offurprifc 
at the number of the skins which the natives appear to have in ufc, and 
for the p\irpofes of trade. But the circumftance may be enfily ac- 
counted for, by the conftant exercife of this advantageous occupation : 
fcarce a day pafles, but numbers arc eagerly employed in the purfuit 
of it. 

The feal is alfo an animal very difficult to take, on account of its 
being able to remain under water. Artifices are therefore made ufe of 
to decoy him within reach of the boats ; and this is done in general by 
the means of malks of wood made in foexadl a refemblance of nature, 
that the animal takes it for one of his own fpecies, and falls a prey to 
the deception. On fuch occafions, fome of the natives put on thefe 
masks, and hiding their bodies with branches of trees as they lie among 
the rocks, the feals are tempted to approach fo near the fpot, as to put 
it in the power pf the natives to pierce them with their arrows. Si- 
milar artifices are employed againft the fea-cow, &c. The otters, as 
well as fome of the land animals, are, wc believe, occafionalJy taken in 
the fame manner. 


261 

178!?. 

SEPTKMIBUmi 


The 



voyage: S TO THE 


t6l 

1788. 

S|PTSM«£k. 


The very preparation for the bufinefs of hunting and fifliing, re- 
quires no fmall portion of domeftic employment. Their harpoons, 
lines, filh-hooks, bows and arrows, and other implements neceflary in 
the different purfuits of peace and war, muft make a very great demand 
upon their time. Befides, they contrived to forge the metals they re- 
ceived from us into various ornaments, after their fafliion, for their 
favourite wives or miftrefles. In thefe domeftic operations the boys 
were always made to give their affiftance, and learn to form the mate- 
rials with which they were hereafter to gain their fuilenance and their 
glory. 

The ingenuity of thefe people in all the different arts that is necef- 
fary to their fupport and their plcafure, is matter of juft admiration 
to the more cultivated parts of the globe. Nature, that fond and 
bounteous parent to her children of every kind, has left none of them 
without thofe means which are capable of producing the relative 
happinefs of all. But the moft laborious, as well as moft curious 
employment in which we faw the natives of Nootka engaged, (for we had 
no opportunity of feeingthem conftruft one of their enormous houfes,) 
was the making their canoes ; which was a work of no common (kill 
and ability, Thefe boats are, many of them, capable of containing from 
fifteen to thirty men, with cafe and convenience ; and at the fame time 
are elegantly moulded and highly finiflied ; and this curious work is ac- 
compliftied with utenfils of ftone made by themfelves. 

They even manufadlured tools from the iron which they ob- 
tained from us; and it was very feldom that we could perfuade them 
to make ufe of any of our utenfils in preference to their own, except 
the faw, whofe obvious power in diminiftilng their labour, led them 
to adopt it without hefitation. In particular, they contrived to forge 
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from the Iron they procured of us, a kind of tool, which anfwered the 
purpofe of hollowing out large trees much better than any utcnfil we 
could give them. This bulinefs they accompliflied by main ftrength, 
with a flat ftone by way of anvil, and a round one which ferved 
the purpofe of an hammer ; and with thefe inftruments they fhaped the 
iron from the fire inta a tool bearing fome refemblance to a cooper’s 
adze, which they faftened to an handle of wood with cords made 
of finews ; and being fharpened at the end, was extremely well adapted 
to the ufes for which it was intended. 

Their large war canoes were generally finifhed on the fpot where the 
trees grew of which they are made ; and then dragged to the water- 
fide. We have fecn fome of them which were fifty-three feet in length, 
and eight feet in breadth. The middle part of thefe boats is the broadeft, 
and gradually narrows to a point at each end but their head or prow is 
generally much higher than the ftern. 

As their bottoms are rounded and their fides flam our, they have confe- 
quently fufficient bearings, and fwim firmly in the w'^ater. They have no 
feats, but feveral pieces of wood, about three inches in diameter, arc fixed 
acrofs them, to keep the fides firm, and preferve them from being warped. 
The rowers generally fit on their hams, but fometimes they make ufe of a 
kind of fmall ftool, which is a great relief to them. In the adl of embark- 
ing they are extremely cautious, each man regularly taking the ftation to 
which he has been accuflomed. Some of thefe canoes are poliflied and 
painted, or curioufly ft-udded with human teeth, particularly on the 
ftern and the prow. The fides were fometimes adorned with the 
figure of a dragon with a long tail, of much the fame form as we fee 
on the porcelain of China, and in the fanciful paintings of our own coun- 
try. We were much ftruck with this circumflance, and took fome 
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cnquines to which wt could not obtain any fatisfadory anfwer. 

After we had been fome time in King George’s Sound, the natives began 
to make ufe of fails made of mats, in imitation of ours. Wt had, indeed, 
rigged one of Hanna’s large canoes for him, with a pendant, &c. &c. of 
which he was proud beyond meafure ; and lie never approached tlie fhip 
but he hoifted his pendant, to the very great divedion of our feamen. 

The paddles are nicely (Imped and well polifhed w'itlj fi Hi- skin : they 
arc about five feet fix inches in lt*ngtli; and the blade, which is about two 
feet long, is pointed like a leaf, and the point itiUf is lengthened feveral 
-inches, and is about one broad. At the end of the Imndle rlicre is a 
tranfverfe piece of wood like the top of a crutch. Thefe paddles the 
natives ufe in a mofl dextrous manner, and urge on the canoes with 
inconceivable fwiftnefs. 

In no one circumftance of their different occupations do the natives 
of Nootka dlfcover more dexterity than in that of fififing. They how- 
ever always preferred their own hooks, which were made from (hells, or 
the bone of fifh, to ours ; nor indeed would they ever make ufe of tlie 
latter ; but our lines they confidered as very fuperior to thofe of their 
own manufadlure. Thefe are made from the finews of the whale, 
which furnilhes them with the materials of all their difierent cordage,— 
or from fea-weed, which grows on the coaft in great abundance. This 
is fplit, boiled, and dried, when it forms a very tough and (Irongline. 

But befides the common pra^licc of angling, they have a very parti- 
cular method of taking herrings, fardines, &c. This is mannged with 
a flick or pole about eighteen feet long, with a blade of twelve or four- 
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(een inches broad, and fix feet long, on both fides of which are fixed a 
number of fiiarp pieces or points of bone, about three inches in length* 
When the flioal of fifli appears, they ftrike this inftniment into the water, 
and feldom fail of bringing up three or four fifli at every ftroke.— 
We have often feen a fmall canoe nearly filled with herrings, &c. in 
a very fhort time, by this cafy method of fifliing. 

But, although thefe people arc fo dextrous in their various employments, 
and fo adlive when in a ftatc of exertion, they are naturally of an indo- 
lent and lazy difpofition ; and would, in general, prefer to idle away 
their time in the filth of their habitations, than go forth to the liu- 
nourable and diftinguifliing, as well as neceflary, duties of killing the 
whale and hunting the otter. We have oftentimes feen the buly Cal- 
licum obliged to exert his compulfoiy power to call them from tlieir 
domeftic indulgence, to throw the harpoon, or let fly the arrow. 

The women have alfo their appointed occupations. It is their de- 
partment to clean the fea-otter skins, and ftrctch them on frames, which 
they perform with habitual ingenuity. Every branch of culinary fei- 
cnce, as well as of the houfehold oeconomy, is likcwlfe committed to 
them ; and it is among their duties to keep watch during the night, in 
order to alarm the men in cafe of any fudden incurfion of an enemy.— 
They not only drefs the provifions for the day, but prepare the fioreg 
for winter fuftenancc. — The garments which have been already deferibed 
as made from the bark of trees, are of female manufadure. They alfo 
colle£k the wild fruits and efculcnt plants that are found in the woods, 
or take the fhell-fifh, which are in great plenty among the rocks, or on the 
fea-fide. When the canoes return from their little voyages, they are em- 
ployed in unlading them of their cargoes, hauling them on the beach, and 
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17^8. covering them with branches of the ^inc, as a pmte&ion from 
weather. Ou all thefe occafions, however* the 'female flaves 
take a proportionable (hare of the labour. They have alfo their 
conju !al and maternal duties ; nor (hall we be fo unjuft as not to 
mention that the women of Nootka are tender mothers and afFec- 
tioiiate wives : indeed we have beheld hiftances of fondnefs for their 
children, and regard for their hufoands, which mark the influence of 
thdfe fenfibilitits that form the chief honour of the female chara^fter 
among the moft polifhed nations of the globe. 

The fca is the great market to which thefe people refort, and where, 
as has already been made to appear, a vaft plenty of fi(h of various 
kinds is purchafed by their labour. According to the beft information 
wc could obtain, the ice on this part of the coaft, feldom or never pre- 
cludes them from having accefs to the fea : though the very precautions 
they ufe in laying up ftores for winter, and the hiftory which Mr. Mac- 
cay gives of the diftrefs they fufFsred while he was araongft them, is 
an evident proof that they fometimes undergo very great hardfoips from 
want of provlfions during the cold months. Whatever food is capable of 
being preferved, they do not fail to prepare for the colder feafons of 
the year. Even the fpawn of fi(h is confidered as a winter (lore, 
and colle(ftcd in the following matuier. In the beginning of the fum- 
mer, they fpread at the head of the founds and bays, a great quan- 
tity of the branches of trees, 011 which the fpawn of the fifh natu- 
rally incrufts itfelf ; when, at a proper period, it is ftripped off and 
put carefully into fi(h bladders. This kind of cavear the natives confider 
as a delicacy both in its dry and raw ftate. The roe of the falmon is 
alfo ftored up in the fame manner ; but they colled it from the fi(h itfelf, 
which is fecn in autumn almoft burfting with this favourite article of 
winter luxury. They cat it as well as all their dried fi(h with oil, and 
* without 
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withoitt my odier pi!tp 3 tration. A« it has been found neceffary to 
mention in other parts of this volume, the different animals thefe people 
take for food,— for indeed they cat every thing, more or Icfs, which they 
takc,^we fhall not add what might be efteemed an unneceflary re- 
petition. 

A ftate of favage life is univerfally found to be a ftate of warfare; 
and the Nootka nations are not only in frequent hoftilities with the more 
dlftant tribes, but even among themfelves ; particularly Wicananifh and 
Tatootche. Stratagem and furprife form the offenfive points of their 
military art ; its defen five operations, if we may ufe the expreffion, are 
vigilance and precaution. Their villages, &c. therefore, are generally 
built in fituations not cafily to be attacked without danger. But they 
do not truft to any fecurity of fituation ; for in peace as well as in war a 
continual watch is kept during the night by women, who, fitting round 
their fires, keep each other awake, by relating the battles of their nation, 
or recounting the prowefs and gallant deeds of their hufbands and their 
children. One man alone performs the part of centinel on the outdde of 
the houfe, where he is placed in fuch a manner as to hear the lead noife 
that may be made in the woods, or on the water. — Indeed, this 
continual vigilance is a moft eflential part of their government ; as among 
thefe favage people an opportunity of gaining advantage is oftentimes 
the figual for war ; and, therefore, they can never be faid to be in a 
ftate of peace: They muft live in conftant cxpeiflation of an enemy, 
and never relax from that continual preparation agaiiift thofe hoftllities 
and incurlions which doom the captives to flavery or to death. 

The chiefs of this country have a cuftom which, as it appears prin- 
cipally to be derived from the wars of the different ftates with each 
other, may be mentioned with propriety in this place. This cuftom 
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178'^. confiAs 111 yielding up their wives to, or interchanguig them with, etch 
FsriiMSPt, ^ beautifal woman will fometimes occaiion a war In the defarti 

of Noolka, as it formerly did in the fields of Troy: a womaii is fome- 
times found neceffary to footh a conqueror, or to purchafe a favourable 
article in a treaty. Indeed, the privileges which the chiefs polTefs of 
having as many wives as they plcafe, may, perhaps, have arifen from 
an experience of the political purpofes to which female charms may 
be applied in peace or in war. 

We could not, however, but obferve, that in the whole dlftridl of 
Nootka, the women did not appear to bear an equal proportion to the 
men. To the Northward, on the contrary, the number of females 
greatly prepond?ratts ; a circumftance w^hich will engage fome degree 
of curiofity, a^ it i.i hereafter deferibed in one of thofe chapters which 
contain the voyage of the Iphigenia from Samboingan to Nootka Sound. 

The inr.rrlagc ceremonies of thefe people confifl: of nothing more than 
a fcall given by the friends of the parties. With what rites or forms 
they confign the dead to their laft abode, we had no opportunity of ob- 
ferving, \\ c remember to have feen fmall oblong boxes, which contained 
the dead bodies of children hanging on the branches of trees ; and 
which, as wc underflood, were, after a certain time, taken down and 
buried ; but wc rather think this cuftom was peculiar to children, as 
we never faw the remains of any perfon of full growth in fuch si 
fituation. 

Of the religion of thefe people we have no very corred idea ; but (hall 
relate what we know of thofe principles which connedl them with the 
Dvity, and their prefent life with one tliat is to come. lumoftof their 
houfes they have, as has already been obferved, certain huge idols or 

images 
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to we t^yet few dicm pay aiiy mark of commoo refpeft* 
m^h lOfe of worfeip or adoration* 7‘hefe mifeapcn ^gores occupied, m 
it appeattd, fomewhat of a diftinguifhed and appropriate; place, wherever 
we faw them ; but they fecmed to have no cxclufivc privilege whatever, 
and feared the common filth of tbofe who lived beneath the fame roof 
with them. Indeed, we had for feme time, no rcaf)ii for fuppofing 
that they had an idea of a Deity, till' we cxp!alncd to them the caufc of 
our fufpcnfion from labour on Sunday ; and we feould have quitted Ame- 
rica in a total ignorance, as to any principle of their faith, if the fon of 
Hanapa, a boy of very uncommon fagacity for a native of Nootka, had 
not unfolded to us the following very concife hiftory of their religion ; 
which, however, is fufficient to prove that they enjoy the common 
and confolatory belief of the intelle(51ual world in a future and better 
flatc of exiftenec. 

This dlfcovery arofe from our enquiries on a fubje£l of avery different 
nature,— -On exprefling our wife to be informed by what means they bj- 
came acquainted with copper, and why it was fuch a peculi«ir object 
of their admiration,— tills intelligent young man told us all he knew, and 
as we believe all that is known by his nation on the fubjed. Where- 
words were wanting, or not intelligible, which frequently happened in 
the courfe of his narration, he fupplied the deficiency by tliofe cxprtfiivc 
aftions which nature or ncccflity Icems to have communicated to people 
whofe language is confined ; and the young Nootkaa dilcovcrtci I'omuch 
fkill in conveying h's ideas by figns and fymbols, as to render his dif- 
courfe perfe£lly intelligible whenever he found it iieccfl'ary to ha^e re- 
courie to them. He related Ills flory in the following m inner : — 


tfm. 


He firft placed a certain number of fecks on the ground^ at Imall dif 
tauces from each other, to which he gave feparatc names. Thus he called 
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the firil his fisher and tht next hisgrand^irher : he then fOoh what remam- 
cd»and threw them all mto confnfion together; as much as «n fay that they 
were the general heap of his anceftors, whom he could mot individually 
reckon. He then, pointing to this bundle, faid that when they lived, an 
old man entered the Sound in a topper canoe, with copper paddles, 
and every thing elfe in his poffeHion of the fame metal That he paddled 
along the fhore, on whicli all the people were aflcmbled, to contemplate 
fo ftrange a fight ; and that, having thrown one of his copper paddles on 
(horc, he himfelf landed* The extraordinary ftranger then told the natives, 
that he came fioin the Iky, — to which the boy pointed with his hand,— 
that their country would one day be deflroyed, when they would all be 
killed, and rife again to live in the place from whence li^e came. Our 
young interpreter explained this circumftancc of his narrative by lying 
down as if he were dead ; and then, riling up fuddenly, he imitated the 
a^ion of foaring through the air. 

He continued to inform us that the people killed the old man, and 
took his canoe ; and that from this event they derived their fondnefs for 
copper. He alfo gave us to underftand that the images in their houfes 
were intended to reprefent the form, and perpetuate the milfion of the old 
man who came from the iky. 

Such was the impcrfefl tradition which we received of what may be 
called the facred hiftory of this country, and on which the inhabitants 
refted the common hope of the human mind in every ilate and form of 
our nature,— that there will be an cxiftence hereafter, beyond the reach 
of fublunary Ibrrow. 

Thus have we given fuch an account of this people, country, and the 
culbms of it, as occurred to our obfcrvaiion. Wc had not time, even if 
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we had polfe&d die atnlitf, to have puriued the track of the phito* 
fopher aod the aaturalift. We had other objefts before us ; and all the 
knowledge we have obtained was, as it were, accidentally acquired in the 
purfmt of them. Of the country we had no reafon to complain, and 
we left Nootka Sound with no fmall ihare of efieem for the inhabU 
tants of it 
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ne Felice proceeds on her Voyage. — Alarmed at the Appearance of a Leak, 
— Obliged to lighten the Ship. — Arrive of Owhyhee^ one of the Sandwich 
JJlands. — Heave to in l*oe-yahyah Bay. — Receive great ^antities of Provi^ 
fcns.~-^he prefent State rf that IJland. — Prefent in the Name f Tianna t§ 
the Chief of it. — The Felice leaves Owhyhee.^ Improvement in faking 
Provifms. — Pafs the Ifands of Mowee^ Ranai, MorJoi and IVoaboo,--^ 
Arrive off Atooi ; ike political State of that IJland, — Proceed to Oaeeheow, 
Friendly Reception at that Place. --Large family of Tams pi ocured.-^ 
Leave a Letter with a confidential Native of this IJland, for Captain 
Douglas. — Proceed on the Voyage.— Make the IJland of Botol Tobago Xima. 
— Round the Rocks rf Villc Rete. — Make the Coajl of China.— Anchor in 
the Roads of Macao. 

w E now return to the progrefs of our voyage. — During the night 
after we left King George’s Sound, it blew with great violence, 
accompanied by a very heavy, mountainous fea, — the ftiip labouring in a 
uiiufual manner; when at four in the morning of the 25th, we were 
alarmed with an account that there was four feet water in the hold ; 
and by eight o’clock the water had not only gained on us, but was got 
above the ground tier of casks, which made me at firft apprehend that 
the fliip, from her cxccflive tumbling and rolling, had fprung a dan- 
gerous leak. The pumps had been kept conftantly at work, but after 
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fome time, they became fo choaked with the fmall ballaft, as to be 
no longer hi a condition to deliver their water. While the carpenters 
were repairhig them, the crew were employed in baling the water from 
all the hatch- ways. We continued, however, to purfue our courfc 
under clofe-reefed top-fails and fore-fail, to tlie Southward, with the 
wind from the North Weft, which now blew a violent gale, and the 
fhip moved heavily and (lowly through the fca, from the great quan- 
tity of water in her hull. 

Our alarms were very much encreafed, when we found that at ten 
o’clock the water continued to baffle all our endeavours. In this fitu- 
ation, orders were given to bring the fhip to, which was accordingly 
done under the clofe-reefed main top-fail on the larboard tacks. I was 
confident as to the ftate and ftrength of the veflTel, and therefore gave 
orders for all the fpars and booms on the lee- fide of the deck to be 
launched overboard without delay, which was no very eafy bufinefs, 
from their fize and the rolling and tumbling of the (hip : however, with 
the afliftance of hatchets and axes, this fide of the deck was efFedlually 
cleared ; when the (liip was wore immediately and put on the other tack, 
and the fame operation was performed on the other fide, which lafted 
till three o’clock, when the fpars were all launched overboard, and we 
aimed indaiitaneoufly felt a good effeid, by the diminution of the water 
from baling, as the pumps could not be immediately repaired. 

Wc now difeovered the caufe of our pad danger to have ariftn from 
the great weight of timber lodged on the deck, which, with the heavy 
rolling Tea, had opened her feams, and given paflTage to fo large a quan- 
tity of water. After this operation, however, (he became light and 
biiovant, and we purfued our courfe with renewed fpirits and con- 
fidence. 
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TJuis we continued, without the intervention of any occurrence 
worth rcliting, till the 15th of October, which brought us into fine 
and fcrenc weatlior ; when being in the latitude of the Eaft-end of the 
llland ofOwhyhee, wc bore up Weft, to ftrike the ifland on the parallcL 
Our longitude, by account, was at this time 205® 65' Eaft of Grecn- 
^\icll; whereas by ojfcrvation of the lun and moon, it was 209° 20'. 
U'here being fuch a material difference, I preferred the lunar obfer- 
vaiion. 

On the 16th, by frefti diftances of the fun and moon, and moon and 
ftars, we were in the longitude of 207° 44' Eaft, and at noon the ob- 
ferved latitude was 20° 1 1' North ; our diftance being about thirty 
leagues from' the ifland of Owhyhee. 

At five o’clock on the morning of the 17th, to our infinite fatisfac- 
tion we difeovered land, bearing from Eaft South Eaft, to Weft North 
Weft', at the diftance of fix leagues : but it was fo very hazy, that the 
ifland was imperfedly clifccnied ; in clear weather, the liigh land cf 
Owliyhee can be feen at the diftance of twenty leagues. 

'’A'c had, Indeed, good rcafon to rejoice at the fight of this ifland, as 
wc were greatly reduced in the article of provifions. We had given 
fo large a portion of our ftores to the Iphigenia, and our paflage to the 
iflands not being fo quick as we had expelled, the idea of that plenty, 
and thofe comforts which, as it were, waited our arrival there, filled 
every heart with joy and gladnefs. 

As we approached the ifland of Owhyhee, a perfon who had never 
vifited tills part of the globe, would have feen nothing by which he 
could be led to fuppofc that it was the feat of luxurious abundance.— 

The 
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The high, mountainous appearance of the laud, and the blacknefs cad 
over it from the fog and vapour, threw fuch a gloom on the whole 
fcene, as to afford no expcdation of hofpitality from the inhabitants, or 
refrefhmcnt from cultivation. 

It was too late in the evening to dole in with the land ; we therefore 
hove to for the night, at about the diftance of four leagues from the 
ihore, and waited with extreme impatience for the morning. 

On the 1 8th, at day-break, we bore up, and proceeded under a gentle 
fail to clofe in with the land, which we accomplifhed about nine 
o’clock ; when the late barren and unfriendly profpciSt was fucceeded 
by a fcene that might fuit the fablings of poetry and romantic fidlion. 
The hazinefs of the morning did not obfeure the varied landfcape before 
us. The great mountain, or Mouna Kaah, which is fituated on the 
North Eaft part of the ifland, was cloatlied in clouds, which feemed, 
as it were, to be rolling down its declivity; while its fummit towered 
above the vapours, and prefented a fublime object of nature i—froin its 
bafe to the fea was a beautiful amphitheatre of villages and plantations, 
while the Ihore was crouded with people, who, from the coolnefs of the 
morning, were cloathed in their party-coloured garments. Some of them 
were feated on the banks to look at the (hip, while others were running 
along the (bore towards the little Tandy patches where their canoes are 
drawn up, in order to come off to us. We now hove to in the en- 
trance of Toe-yah-yah Bay, which is fituated on the Weftern fide of 
the ifland, and confcquently defended from the violence of the trade- 
winds : nor was it long before a confiderable number of canoes came 
off to the fhip, with hogs, young pigs, taro-root, plantains, uigar-Cjanc, 
and a few fowls. 
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It was my intention to draw the fupplies of pork from this ifland, 
and then proceed to OneeheoWt to procure a fufficient quantity of yams 
for the remainder of onr voyage* In confequence of this determination, 
a very brifk trade was carried on with the natives, and before night 
upwards of four hundred hogs were purchafed. The decks were loaded, 
and the boats filled with them and the vegetables, which alfo made a 
part of our prefent traffic. Indeed, fuch was the profufion of thefe ar- 
ticles. which were brought to us, that many of the canoes returned 
without being able to difpofe of their cargoes. 

Among the multitude which vifited us on this occafion, I obferved 
but one perfon of rank : he came in a double canoe paddled along by 
twelve men, and accompanied by his wife and two young female chil- 
dren. He brought very large hogs, and a large quantity of cocoa-nuts, 
which he onlcrcd on board the ffiip, and immediately followed his 
prefent, accompanying it with the moft friendly expreffions and of- 
fers of further Ibrvice. — Wc were not dilatory in making him a fuita- 
ble return ; and having thus won his confidence, I enquired of him con- 
cerning the prclent ftnte of the ifland, with a view to the advantage of 
Tianna. He very readily informed me that old Tereeobeo had been 
poifoned, and that his fnccefTor was Tianna’s uncle. He alfo added, that 
in confequence of this revolution, a very fierce war had taken place be- 
tween the inhabitants of Owhyhee and thofe of the ifland of Mowee, of 
wliicli Titeerce was the reigning fovereign. 

In anfwer to his information, I thought proper to inform him that 
Tianna would fliortly return to Atooi in fuch a ffiip as mine, and that I 
had a prefent from him to the fovereign of Owhyhee, which I defired 
tli^ chief would take upon himfclf to deliver, as a mark of Tianna*s 
attachment to his uncle, ]3y fuch well-timed adl of regard, I hoped 

to 
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to i^rformagood office for my fritad; and I hare fince underftood that 
it produced effisds equal to my molt fahguine wifhes. But ia order to 
give certainty to my commiflion, I made my requeft and delivered the 
prefent before a great number of the natives, which was alfo publicly 
tabooed \ this arrangement was made in order to prevent the chief 
from keeping the prefent lumfclf, or fubftituting another of inferior 
value. 

By funfet we had purchafed a fufficiency of fre(h provifions to laft us to 
China ; we therefore prepared to make fail, in order to proceed to Atooi 
andOneehcow : but the number of the natives, and the women in par- 
ticular, were fo great, not only covering the decks, where there was 
any room, but even clinging to the rigging, that we were under the 
neceffity of bribing them with prefents of fome kind or other to pro- 
cure their departure. Some of the women took to their canoes, but the 
greater part plunged into the fca, and fwaiii to the fhore. — The fhip was 
no fooner cleared of its vifitors, than it began to blow very frefli, when 
the top-fails were reefed, and we flood under an cafy fail for the 
ifland ofMowee. 

We now immediately fet to work in killing the hogs, and faking 
down the meat for fea-flore, Wc followed the mode preferibed by Cap- 
tain Cook, who would deferve the gratitude of his country, of every 
maritime people, and of humanity at large, if his difeoveries had been 
confined even to thofe improvements he made in the interior govern- 
ment of fhips and their crews. According to his dirc^lions, wc faked 
down fcveral casks of the fineft pork in the world; which ! am convinced 
would have kept to any length of time that it was poffible for a fhip to 
want it. We however made fome fmall improvement, which confifled 
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X788. in preferving the pork of a middle fize, with the bones in it ; but with the 
OcTOBtR, larger hogs we did not find an equal degree of fuccefs. For this purpofc 
tlie bone mufl be in a great mcafure, but not entirely, feparated from 
the meat, fo as to permit the fait to penetrate well to thofe parts of the 
flefh which remain attached to the bone. We alfo found that fait alone, 
placed in layers, anfwered better than pickle; and we remarked that not 
only the heat of the fun was unfavourable to this operation, but that the 
moon poflefles alfo a putrefying influence. 

TbMrfa.n ij Light winds prevented our reaching Atooi until the 23d at noon, wiieii 
we anchored in Wymoa-bay. As we pafled by the other iflands, canoes 
continually came off to us with young pigs and fugar-canes, which gave 
us an opportunity of completing our flock of the latter. It was indeed 
fortunate that we had laid in our ftores of frefli provifions at Owdiyhee ; 
as, on pafTing by Mowee, Ranai, Morotoi, and Woahoo, not one large 
hog was brouglit olF to us : — In all probability there was not fuflicient 
time for that purpofc as the flup was pafling. — At Woahoo, indeed, we 
unclerflood that the hogs, for fome reafon or other, of which we \vere 
not informed, were at that time under the tabooy — a kind of religious in- 
-terdiclion. 

\Ve had no fooner caft anchor in Wymoa- bay than it began to blow 
fo very flrong as to prevent any canoes from coming off to the fhip. — 
Indeed I had no other motive for flopping here but to inform Taheo,' 
the fovereign of it, that his brother Tianna would fliortly return, and 
to make him fuch prefents, and take fuch meafures as might be of fervice 
to the chief, on his arrival at his native country, which Iiad been for 
foine time in a flate of diftradion, from the tyranny of its prefeut 
government 
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During the whole of this day not a canoe appeared ; but-'tn the mom- 1 7 ®®* 

iug of the 24th, though it continued to blow very frefh, a canoe came 
off with two men and a girl ; they brought a fmall pig and fome cocoa- 
nuts nor was I a little furprized when the two men, on entering the 
fhip, began to embrace my knees, anch to cry out Noota^ Noota ; the 
name, as I have already obferved, by which I was known in thefe 
iflaiids, as well as on the American coaft. They then burfl into tears^ 
and enquired after Tianna. 

From thefe people I learned that Taheo, growing infirm, fuffered 
himfelf to be entirely governed by Ablnui, who has been already men- 
tioned in the memoir of our fir ft voyage, and was the deadly foe of Tian- 
na. Namaate-haw, another brother of Tianna’s, and who was efteemed, 
after him, the braveft warrior of the Sandwich Iflands, had fled with 
his brother’s wife and children to a diftant part of the ifland, to cfcape 
From the cruel power of Taheo ; and that fome part of their force was 
at this time in arms. It was, therefore, a very natural meafure for Taheo 
to forbid all communication between his fubjefts and us, as he believed 
that we had brought back Tianna again ; and an inhuman profeription 
had been publiftied, threatening him with inftant death, if he fhould 
land on that ifland. But notwithftandlng the taboo, thefe faithful 
people had ventured to come off to us, in order to inform Tianna, 
whom they fuppofed to be on board our (hip, of his danger.— Befidis 
the artlefs manner in w’hich thefe men told their ftory, other circum- 
ftances concurred to convince us of the truth of it. No canoes vifited 
us, and we heard the conchs refounding from tlie dlft.int hills, — a cer- 
tain prelude of war. 

Situated as we were, and without any otlier communication wlili the’ 
ifland but that which the zeal of thefe two men had led them to 
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lySS^ rifquc from a priaciple of affection, we could only, by their means, 
ocroiiK. Tianna’s wife and brother of the approaching arrival of that 

chief, who would (hortly return in a fituation to fupport them and 
himfelf againft the unnatural proceedingfs of their tyrannic brother, 
and his inhuman mmifter. This confolatory and encouraging intelli- 
gence they undertook to deliver, with certain prefents, to Namaate-haw, 
and the wife of Tiaima ; and having received fuch as were provided for 
themfelvcs, they took an hafty leave, and paddled fwiftly to the fliore. 

Till the 25th at noon, we remained in expedation of receiving fomc 
intelligence from the ifland ; when not feeing a finglc canoe in motion, 
we weighed, and proceeded to Onccheow, where we anchored about fix 
o’clock in the evening, nearly in the fame pofition which we had oc- 
cupied in the preceding year. 

On arriving off this ifland we did not experience the operations of any 
prohibition againfl: us ; on the contrary, we were furrouuded by a crowd 
of natives, among whom Nverc many of our old friends, whom we perfedly 
recolledled, fo that the fliip was very (hoxtly filled with vifitors of all 
ages and both fexes. But among feveral who exprefled their joy to fee 
us, and who retained the remembrance of ourkindnefs to them, was that 
affedlionate iflander to whom fome of our officers had formerly given the 
well-known, and I may add, honourable appellation of Friday; and if 
any of the companions of my former voyage fliould perufe this page, 
they, I am fure, will recoiled with fomewhat of a grateful remembrance, 
the friendly and faithful ferviccs of honefl Friday. Thofe fer vices he now 
repeated ; indeed, on the firft fight of the (hip, he fwam off to make 
an offer of them, and they proved of the utmofl importance to us. 
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We had at this time neither bread or flour on board, and depended 
on procuring a quantity of yams fufficient to fupply our wants during 
the remainder of the voyage. But as this was not the fcafon for them, 
and they were too young to be dug up, we fhould have found it a 
matter of great difficulty to have obtained a fufficient quantity, if 
our friend Friday had not undertaken the important negotiation. We, 
therefore, provided him with fuch articles as were the moft likely to 
forward our purpofes ; and, by his influence and perfeverance, aflifled 
with the bribes in his pofleflion, he perfuaded many of his friends to dig 
up the largeft yams they could find, and bring them to market ; fo that 
we at length obtained feveral tons of thefe mold neceflary provlfioiis by 
the morning of the 27th ; and at noon we prepared to put to fea. 

I am really at a lofs how to deferibe the very marked concern, both 
in words and looks, that the inhabitants of this ifland exprefled, when 
they were informed of our approaching departure. Friday, however, 
remained to the laft, and with him I entrufled a letter to Captain Doug- 
las, with the ftriaeft injunaion to deliver it into his own hands, when- 
ever he fhould arrive; which commiflion he readily undertook, and 
faithfully performed, as will appear in that part of the Iphigeiiia’s voy- 
age which relates to the Sandwich Iflands. The fubjea of this letter 
was to inform Captain Douglas of the political ffate of Atooi, and to 
recommend fuch arrangements refpeaing Tianna, as might tend to re- 
inftatc him in his rights, or place him where he might be fecurc from 
the menaced injuries of his unnatural brother. Nor was Friday forgotten, 
whofe fidelity and attachment were already known to Captain Douglas, 
who was an officer on board my (hip during our firfl voyage. I now 
prefeiited that good fellow with fuch articles as I well knew would afford 
him the fatisfa6tion he deferved; when, after fecuring them in his maro^ 
which is a clott that thefe people wear round their middle, he plunged 
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into the fea ; and as he fwam towards the (hore, from time to time 
turned his head towards us, and waved one hand, while he bufFetted the 
billows with the other. 

The wind blew frefh from the Eaft North Eaft, when wc weighed 
anchor, and very foon loft fight of the ifland of Oneeheow. 

We now purfued our voyage ; and nothing occurred fufficiently inte- 
refting to merit a relation, until the i6th of November, when by feveral 
obfervations of the fun and moon, and the moon and ftars, our longitude 
was 146° 54' Eaft of Greenwich, and the obferved latitude 21° 4' North. 
— At this time we feldom ran lefs than fifty leagues a day, with very- 
moderate and pleafant weather. 

Our chir*f occupation, independent of the neceflary attention to the 
courfe of the fliip, was to dry and air the skins ; a certain number being 
every day got up, fpread in the fun, and then re-packed in the casks. In 
performing this bufinefs, we had the fatisfadbioii to find that very few of 
thefefurs wTre damaged ; which fortunate circumftance we attributed to 
our great care in feeing them packed in dry casks, and keeping them fc- 
cure from all damp. 

On the 19th of November, we, for the firft time, experienced fome 
alteration in the wind. It blew ftrong from the Weft; though it did not 
remain long in that quarter, but veered all round the compafs ; when it 
at length fettled in the Weftern quarter, and blew fo very hard, that 
we were obliged to lay to. This gale fplit our main top-fail, and did 
not fubfide till the following day, when it veered again to the Eaft, and 
we purfued our courfe. 

2 
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It now became a matter of very neceffary attention to make prepara- 
tion for thofe tempefluous feas which we were about to enter. The old 
fails were accordingly unbent, and a new fuit brought to the yards ; for it 
is well known to thofe who are acquainted with the navigation of the 
China feas, that a paflage to Canton often depends on the goodnefs of a 
top-fail or a courfe. The change of the Monfoons, indeed, was over; 
yet even after that dangerous period, very violent gales of wind prevail 
inthefefeas; nor does the North Eaft monfoon, which had now taken 
its turn, acquire that fteadinefs which precludes all danger, till the 
month of December. 

The wind did not fix fteadily in the Eaftern quarter till the which 
alteration I attributed to our near vicinity to the Ladrone Iflands, which 
are known, at times, to alter the current of the trade-winds. 

We continued our courfe, without any material occurrence, till the 
ift of December ; when in the evening of that day, we made the iflands 
of Botol Tobago Xima. The weather was very dark, hazy and un- 
pleafant ; nor could we get more than a glimpfe, as it were, of thefc 
iflands, which however proved fufficient for us to afeertain them. By 
our lunar obfervations, brought forward, w'e were fix leagues to the 
Eaft when we made them. 

The neceflity of making thefe iflands has been mentioned in that 
part of the voyage which treats of the various routes into the China 
Seas from the Pacific Ocean. The fight of them which we had ob- 
tained was, however, fufficient to juftify'our running during the night ; 
and as there is no other but the iflet, named Little Botol, to the Eaflward 
of them) we were fatisfied as to its identity ; and accordingly bore up 
ta clear the dangerous rocks of Ville Rcte, which we eflimated to bear 
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Soutli Weft b7 Weft, thirteen leagues ftom this ifland. tlie clouds 

OfCllfUE* 

were uncommonly black, and the night had every appearance of bringh^ 
ftorm and tempeft aiot^ with it. 

About eight o’clock, our expe^atioaa were verified, as k began to 
blow very violent from the North Eafi, with heavy rain. We, however, 
purfued our courfc, ftcciing South Weft, which is a point more South- 
erly than the rocks bore off us. Indeed, I am clearly of opinion that a 
ihtp in this fituation, has no alternative but running ; far if (he is hove 
to, the violent and rapid currents might drift her fo far to the Southward, 
— in addition to her natural drift, occafioncd by the wind and fca,— that 
her entrance into the China Seas would become very dangerous ; and, of 
courfc, her paffage to Canton be rendered very uncertain. For though 
it may be by no means a delirable circumfiaiice to run in a dark and 
tempeftuous night through this narrow channel, yet I do not hcfitate 
toadvrfe it in the ftrongeft manner, if the iflands of Botol Tobago Xima 
have been feen at any time during the preceding evening. 

The fiorm continued, with unabating violence, till twelve o’clock ; 
during which time, wo purfued our courfe to the South Weft, under 
clofe reefed top fails and fore-fail, and hauled our wind to the Weft North 
Weft, with as much wind as the fliip could well bear her couifes, having 
as we fuppofed, entered the China Seas. At one o’clock It blew with 
Cich encreafing violeiKc, that we could very ill carry the fail we had 
aboasd ; but let the confequences have been what they might, it was 
mdifpenfably neceflary to proceed in this manner, in order to fecure our 
paffage to Canton, the wind hanging as it did fo far to the Northward 


At midnight our latitude, by eftimation, was 21^ 30^ North, which 
was as near as we could, with any tlegree of prudence, round the dan- 
gerous 
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gerous rock of Ville Retc : and, at one o’clock, when we hauled up, we 
experienced fuch an heavy fea, that it became Impoffiblc for us to fleer 
an higher courfe to the Northward than Weft by North, though the 
wind was at North North Eaft : at Icaft we could not take any other 
courfe which would not have prevented the fhip from going through 
the fea. Befides, as we had reafon to fear an oppofing current, we were 
not without apprehenfions as to our paffage to Canton. 

On the 2d of December, at day break, there was no appearance of 
land. — We had, therefore, every reafon to believe that we were confi- 
derably advanced in the China Sea ; but our apprehenfions of being driven 
to the leeward of Canton did not entirely fubfide till the 3d, when the 
weather moderated, and the wind veered to the North Eaft. At noon, 
our latitude was 22® 7' North, which evidently proved that we had not 
experienced any unfavourable current. We now hauled up North Wefi: 
by Weft, in order to make the coall of China. 

On the 4th, the long expefted land of China appeared, and we beheld 
a fight of the moft pleafing novelty to us, which was compofedof innu- 
merable fifhing-boats dlfporfcd over the fea. We palled by many of them ; 
but they are fo well acquainted with European flfipping of the largeft 
ftze, that they did not fufter their attention to be in any degree interrupted 
by fo fmall a veflel as the Felice. 

As the C.hlna coaft is already fo well known, I fliall not delay the con- 
clufion of my voyage by any obfervation, but proceed to relate that we 
purfjcd our courlc during the 4th ; when, in the evening, the L.cma Ifles 
were difeovered at abo’.it the diftance of four hagiics. As I was already 
acquainted with 1 navigation, we continued our courfe t’uring the 
night between thofe ides, which is, beyond all compajllon, the b u 
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paflage ; and in th« evening of the following day, we happily anchored 
in the roads of Macao, the town bearing North North Weft, at the 
diftance of three leagues ; when an exprefs was immediately forwarded 
to Canton, to inform our friends of the fafe arrival of the Felice. 

And here I muft t^e leave of the reader, whofe kind attention has fol- 
lowed me through this'longand various voyage; and of which, indeed, 
as the two ftilps were obliged to feparate at Samboingan, I may be faid 
01 Jy to have performed a part.— The (hare which Captain Douglas had 
in it will be related in the following chapters^ 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

7 /)^ Felice departs from SamboJngan, — fhe fubjequent ConduB of the Go^ 
verfior to Captain Douglas*^Part of the Crew confined^ and the Ship de* 
tained by his Orders, — His unwarrantable Condudl .-Sthc Iphigenia 
fails from Samhoingatu — Arrives of a fnall Ifland, now named Johrf one's 
Ifland. — Communication with the 'Natives, and a Defer! ption of ihem,-^ 
fawnee, a Sandwich If under, on board the Iphigeni a,/^/A fck and dies. 

Si chefs of the Crew,—Pafs through the Pclew I [lands. — Communication 
with the Natives. — An affedting C'lrcumfance, unknown to Captain Douglas, 

I N the narrative of the former voyage it has been related, that on the 17S8. 

, , r>BRUAnv. 

I2th of February the Felice left the Iphigenia at Sambolngan, pre- 'Jucfdajia 
paring to take on board her fore-maft, and then to proceed on Iicr voy- 
age.— The cauCs which occafioned the feparation of the two (hips have 
already been mentioned ; and the orders delivered to Captain Douglas 

on the occafion, are inferred in the Appendix. The following pages, 

therefore, contain the voyage of the Iphigenia after (he was left by her 

con fort. 
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confort; which, we have reafon to think, will be found to contain (bme 
important information relative to the geography and commerce of the 
North Weft Coaft of America, 

The Felice was no fooner failed from Samboingan, than the governor 
of the place affumed a v’^ery improper and ungenerous mode of condud 
towards the fhip that remained. The divifion of our force had encouraged 
him, as we fuppofe, to ibmc unwarrantable proceedings, which ftiortly 
ended in a rupture on both lides, to the great injury of the proprietors. 

The Iphigenia had received her maft on board and was ready for fea 
Tuefdayip on the ipth. She had alfo obtained feveral bags of rice, a quantity of 
vegetables, and fome cattle from the governor. 

As we had been informed that the moft acceptable prefent we could 
make to the governor in return for his civilities and attentions to us, 
would be a few bars of iron, I accordingly left fix bars with Captain 
Douglas, defiring him to add as many more, to compofe the intended 
compliment, and to draw bills on Canton for the amount of any cxpences 
which might have been requifite for the fliip and her crew. 

Captain Douglas accordingly waited on the governor, and invited 
him to dine on board the Iphigenia, previous to her departure. The 
invitation was accepted, and the entertainment pafled off, to all appear- 
ance, with the moft perfe(ft fatisfadion to all parties. In the evening 
the company adjourned, by the governor’s invitation, to a ball on Ihore. 
But under the guife of politeiicfs and hofpitality, the fubtle Spaniard 
was watching to take any advantage in his power ; and on difeovering 
that the principal part of the cargo confifted of iron, he turned his 
thoughts to the acquilition of that valuable metal valuable indeed it 

might 
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might be called, for it purchafes gold at Magmdanao.— The King of 1788. 
Spain has prohibited this article from being fold throughout the Phi- 
lippines by any perfon whatever, except his own commifuoners, who 
take care to make it a matter of very coftly purchafe : the gn/ernor was, 
therefore, determined to felze the prefent favourable opportunity of pro- 
curing it on the very advantageous terms he conceived to be In his power. 

So that when an officer was fent on fliore the following day to fettle the vvednefdayao 

account, — which did not, we believe, amount to more than two hundred 

and fifty dollars, — the governor at once threw off the malk, and not 

only declared that the whole of his demand (hould be paid in iron, 

but that he would fix the price, and arrange the weights according to his 

own plea fu re. 

Such was tlie anfwer which the officer was going to take back, when 
he and his boat’s crew were arrefled by a file of foldiers, and conveyed 
to a dungeon. The continuing delay of this officer’s return, induced 
Captain Douglas to fend another boat on (hore to learn the caufe of his 
detention ; when the fecond party fhared the fate of the firft. At the 
fame time the governor fent off a large proa, with fifty men, to take 
poflclfion of the ffiip ; and had not Captain Douglas been alarmed for 
the confequcnces to his people on fhorc, as well as to fome of them 
who were placed in a confpicuous part of the boat, he would cer- 
tainly have funk her ; which might have been done without much 
difficulty. He, however, thought it beft to let this armed force approach 
without any interruption, and to fuffer the Spanifh foldiers to come 
quietly on board and take poffieffion of the Ihip. 

In confequence ofthefe very extraordinary proceedings, Captain Doug- 
las went on (hore himfclf, to enquire into the caufe of them : when the 
governor informed him that his foie obje^ was to fee u re the payment 
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1788. of Ins bill in iron; and that the fliip fliould not be fuffered to depart 
fhbri'arv. landed. It was in vain to reprefent that he had himfelf 

engaged, on their firH: arrival, to take bills for whatever they might with 
to piirchafe. It was fruitlefs to urge the cruelty and injuflice of invading 
the cargo of a vefl'el which had come in an alTured confidence to his port, 
and by which the principal advantages of her voyage might be lofl He 
was too determined in his bafenefs to liften to thefe fuggeftions ; and 
Captain Douglas was obliged to return on board, and order feventy-eight 
bars of iron on Ihore, which was nearly half his cargo, together with 
one hundred and twenty dollars, which he colleded in the fhip. But the 
hulinL-fs was not yet finifhed ; — for the governor was very peremptory in 
his aflurances tliat he would be abfolutel/paid in nothing but iron; — 
To fuch an exaggerated impoflrioii Captain Douglas refufed to fubmit ; 
and threatened, in the inoft ferious manner, if the governor perfifted in 
liis unwarrantable defigns, that he would throw the fhip on his hands. 
This ivlblution brought the Spaniard to reafon, who con Tented at length 
to receive the iron and tlie dollars, and gave orders to withdraw the fol- 
diers from the fhip : he ncverthelcfs contrived to retard their departure 
till Captain Douglas had Tent him Tome win'e, which he had previoufly 
promifed him; and it was not before he had received this trifling pre- 
Tent that he releafed the people from their confinement. 

Such was the conduvfl of the governor of Sambolngan : but, indeed, no 
other treatment was to be expected ; as it is well known by every com- 
mercial nation, that the fubjedlsof his Catholic Majefty, difperfed through 
I . I'u India, are the refufe of mankind. It was, therefore, the zed of February 
before the Iphigcnia departed. On that day (he weigiied anchor and 
put to Ca, without expending a grain of powder to do honour to fuch 

diflionourable people. 
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On the I ft of March the Iphigenia had made a very inconfiderablc pro* 
grefs on her voyage. She had been retarded by light and variable winds ; 
while the numerous iflands which fhe hourly faw and approached, made 
the navigation not only difficult but tedious, as ftie was obliged to proceed 
with the utmoft care and precaution. 

On the 2d of March, fhe fell in with a very dangerous reef of rocks, 
which extend Eaft and Weft nearly ten miles. Thefe rocks bear no 
place on any of the charts we had in our polTeffion, and are out of the 
water about the fize of a fhip’s hull. The centre of them lies in the 
latitude of 4® 10' North, and longitude, by feveral lunar obfervations, 
of 126° 39' Eaft of Greenwich. In the pofition which the fhip occupied, 
there was a ftrong current fetting to the South Eaft. 

They continued their couife amidft this archipelago of rocky iflets 
till the 6th ; when at noon of that day, the latitude was f 45' North, 
and the longitude 129° 7' Eaft. The variation of the compafs was 
2° 15' Weft. 

As they were proceeding to the Northward and Eaftward on the 
9th of March, a fmall illand appeared bearing Eaft half North, at the 
diftance of about ten or twelve leagues. They continued fteering up 
with it till ifme at night, when obferving a great number of lights on 
the fhore, Captain Douglas imagined that they were kept burning in 
order to induce the fhip to flop. At eleven o’clock, it being confidered 
as hazardous to run during the night, which was very dark, the fhip 
was hove to, but no foundings could be obtained with fifty fathoms 
of line.— At break of day on the loth, they made fail to clofe in with 
the land, when feveral canoes were feen approaching. They therefore 
again hove to, in order to permit the natives of the ifland to come on 
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1788. board. — For fome time they kept at a certain diftance, holding up 

March, cocoa-nuts in their hands ; but they no fooner faw the hatchets which 

were expofed to their view in return, than the Iphigenia was favoured 
with an immediate vifit. From the whole of their conduA, it very 
evidently appeared that they had never before beheld fuch an ob- 
ject as that which now engroflTed all their regard, as it called forth their 
utraoft aftonifhment; and from the very great indifference with which 
they promifeuoufly received every thing that was offered to them, it 
feemed as if the fhip alone was the objedl of their attention. 

It was intended that the Iphigenia fhould remain off this ifland for 
a day, in order to get a fupply of water, of which they were informed 
by the natives there was great abundance. In the afternoon the canoes 
returned with more cocoa-nuts and taro-root, and the inhabitants feemed 
to have learned, fince their laft vifit, the value of iron ; as they now 
would take nothing but Owajl^ee^ OwafJ.'cey which is their word for that 
metal. They were entire flrangcrs to fire-arms ; for on one of them ox- 
prelTing a wifh to have a piftol. Captain Douglas difeharged it which 
alarmed him to fuch a degree, that ^yhen it was held towards him, he 
killed the barrel, but could not be perfuaded to lay hold of it. 

This ifland, which was now named Johnflone’s Ifland, lies in the la- 
titude of 3° 1 1' North, and in the longitude of 13 12' Eaft. It confifls 
of low' land covered with verdure, and cocoa- trees, and is about a league 
in circumference. One tree in particular rifes above the reft, and ap- 
pears at a diftance like a fhip under fail. — What the ifland produces, be- 
iides cocoa-nuts and the taro- root, was not difeovered, as the inhabitants 
brought nothing to barter but thofe articles. — The natives did not ap- 
pear to exceed the number of two hundred, and are a flout, robuft 
people. Their canoes, which held twelve or fourteen of them, were 
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exactly the fame as thofe of the Sandwich Iflands ; and the people not 
only difplayed the fame activity in the water as the Sandwich Iflanders, 
but made ufe of feveral expreffions which Tianna readily underftood. 
A fine breeze fpringing up, Captain Douglas gave up his defign of taking 
in water at this ifland, and continued his courfe to the Eaflward. 

The Iphigcnia proceeded in her voyage with very little variation of 
weather, till the i6th; when Tawnee, a Sandwich Iflander, from his 
watchful care and anxiety during Tianna’s illiiefs, was now fick himfelf. 
Several of the crew were alfo in the fame fituation ; and the firft officer, 
who had been ill upwards of a month, was not yet recovered ; and there 
was every reafon to fear a general ficknefs throughout the ffiip. Tianna 
was now entirely recovered, and owed the re-eftabliffiment of his health 
to the Peruvian bark, which operated almoft miraculoufly upon the chief 
of Atooi. The latitude from obfervation was 2° 0' North, and the longi- 
tude 136® 48' Eall. 

The poor amiable iflander at length baffled all the care which was be- 
ftowed upon him.— A continual bleeding at the nofe was the firfl fymp- 
tom ; and when that flopped, a fever fucceeded, which feemed for fome 
fliort time to yield to the bark; but the diforder at length triumphed, 
and Tawnee was the vidlim. About one o’clock, on the 23d, he quitted 
this world, and was configned, with the regret of every one on board, 
to a watery grave. 

From a continuance of light and vaiiable winds, with occafional calms, 
the Iphigcnia advanced but very flowly on her voyage : It was therefore 
determined on the 28th, particularly as the ficknefs on board feemed ra- 
ther to incrcafe, to take every advantage of getting to the Northward. 
The fliip was therefore put on the other tack, and though flie did not 

make 
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make better than a North Weft, and fometimes a North Weft by Weft 
courfe, ftill it was better than continuing under that which had been at- 
tended with fuch difcouraging circumftanccs. 

On the 29th, they had light airs and calms, with frequent fqualls of 
rain ; on the 30th there was a moderate breeze from the Northward and 
Eaftwnrd, accompanied alfb with fqualls and rain, which continued to 
prevail through feveral fucceeding days. 

On the 31ft, the wind varied from North Eaft to Eaft North Eaft ; 
and fometimes North North Eaft ; — and, as they were approaching a 
groupe ofiflands, called the Caiolincs, Captain Douglas gave orders to 
bend the heft bower and ftream cables, and to keep a very ftridt look- 
out, as there would be great danger in fqually, thick weather, and at 
the change of the moon, among a heap of low illands which had never 
been accurately fnrveycd. 'It was thought neceflary therefore to run 
every rilk to get to the Northward, in order to obtain variable winds, 
and to get as f’jon as poftible from a vertical fun, and into more tempe- 
rate weather. 

On the 2d of April, a frefli breeze fprung op from the Northward and 
Eaftward, with fqualls and heavy rain ; but about ten o’clock in the 
morning the clouds dlfperfed, and from tlie medium of feveral very good 
dlftaiices of the fun and moon, the longitude was 134° 36' Eaft of 
Greenwich, and the obferved latitude j"" 2^' North. 

On the 3cl, they had a fine breeze, with clear weather: at half paft 
four in the afternoon faw land ; and at fun-fet its extremities bore from 
Weft South Weft to Weft by North, diftant about feven or eight 
leagues. As the Iphigenia began to be in want of wood, and in the hope 
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of obtaining roots, of fome kind or other, as well as cocoa-nuts, Captain 
Douglas determined to take this opportunity of fupplying the fhip. Ac- 
cordingly, at eight in the evening, orders were given to (horten fail, and 
heave the main-topfail to the maft. 

At day-break on the 4th, two low iflands were feen, covered with trees, 
bearing North Weft by Weft, at the diftance of feven or eight leaguec. 
The land obferved the preceding evening, now bore Weft South Weft, 
at the diftance of ten or twelve leagues. As the latter appeared to be 
high land, and of confiderable extent, it was confidered as the moft likely 
to afford fome place of fhelter and fecurity ; but on a nearer approach, it 
was dlfcovered to confift of a clufter of iflands ; they therefore hauled 
tlieir wind and ftood for the two low iflands. 

At feven in the evening feveral canoes were feen coming from them 
towards the fliip. — When they came alongfide, they were prefented with 
a fmall hatchet and two or three knives, which they took, and gave in 
return their whole cargoes, which confifted of nothing but two or three 
pieces of taro and a few cocoa-nuts.“In addrefting themfelvesto the peo- 
ple in the fhip, they appeared to repeat the words Englijh and Moore^*^ 
which were naturally fuppofed to allude to myfelf, as it was then ima- 
gined that I had pafled through thefe iflands, and in my paflage had 
obtained fome communication with the natives. 

As there was no poflibility of approaching the South Eaft fide of either 
of thefe iflands, they ftood to the Northward, in order to get round a 
reef of rocks, and to examine the North Weft fide of the largeft of thefe 
iflands ; but on advancing towards it, reef appeared within reef, and 
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Or probably Mora mey^ which fgnifics in the Pciew language, Come to me. 
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1788. from the maft-head, a range of rocks were fecn, extending to the Nojth- 
ward and Weflward as far as tlie eye could reach. — The rock they were 
endeavouring to weather, was now about a league under their lec ; they 
therefore hauled their wind to the North. 

S<.vcral canoes ftill followed the fliip clofe, and, for a few nails, which 
were lowered over the ftern in a balkct, a return was made of an inconfi- 
dcrable number of cocoa-nuts. — Tlie people in oncot the canoes were in- 
deed difpofed to play the rogue, and when they had got poflTedion of the 
nails, refufed to make any fatisfadlon. Captain Douglas therefore fired a 
iT.v.f-.ct over their heads, when everyone of tlicm leaped infiantly over- 
heard, and remained under tlie ke of their canoe ; while thofe in the other 
canoes, as if they felt thcmfelves proteded by their innocence, did not 
dif cover any figns whatever of terror or apprchcnljon. 

One of thefe boats continued to follow the Iphigenia for a long lime, 
and one of the people cried out, from time to time, Eehoo, Eehoo, and 
exerted himfelf to the utmofl in making figns for them to go back.— 
Indeed, wlien he perceived that all his endeavours were vain to perfuade 
them to return, his a£lions bore the appearance of a man in the mod; fran- 
tic difirefs. — After fome time they obferved another canoe, containing at 
Itafl twenty men, paddling towards them. At firft they imagined that 
there were fome Europeans on board, and accordingly hove to; but 
when it was difcovered that there were none but Indians, they immedi- 
ately made fail, as the (hip was drifting faft towards the rocks under 
her Icc the canoe however overtook them, and the people in her 
difcovered the fame e^ager anxiety with the other natives for the return 
of the fliip ; but as (he was at this time in a dangerous fituation, very 
little attention was paid to the crying and continued entreaties of the 
iflaiiders. 


Captain 
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Captain Douglas was now among the Pelew Iflands ; a particular 
Icnowledgc and admirable defcription of which, we owe to the fenfibility 
iind talents of Mr. Keate — The account of them written by that gentle- 
man, from the information of Captain Wilfon, and other peifons be- 
longing to the Antelope packet, which was wrecked on the rocks that 
furround them, has been fo generally read, that I may fpeak of the 
circumftances which connedt it with this page, as a matter of univerfal 
information.— Captain Douglas was ignorant that the Antelope had been 
lofl here ; and that her crew on one of thefe iflands built a veflel, in 
which they returned to China. He therefore could not know that his 
countrymen had received every aid, comfort, and kindnefs which thefe 
hofpitable iflanders could afford t and that the fovereign of them had 
entrufted his fon to the care of Captain Wilfon, to return with him 
to England, to be inflrudlcd in the arts and manners of our country. 
Had he been acquainted with thefe intereffing occurrences, there is no 
<loubt but his humanity would have exerted itfelf to the utmoff, in or- 
^cr to contrive fome further communication with them for who can 
have the leaft doubt but tliat the canoes wdiich followed the Iphigenia 
were fent to receive Lee Boo ; or at leaft, to hear fome intelligence 
concerning him ; and that the native who has been deferibed as calling 
after the flftp, and employing the moft frantic aaions, when he found 
that he called in vain, was any other than Abba Thulle, the father of 
the young prince, agitated by the moft poignant fenfations of difappoint- 
ment and defpair. 

As no attention whatever had been then paid by the Eaft India Com- 
pany to Abba ThulJe, for the kind and humane treatment afforded by 
him to the crew of their Ihip the Antelope, he may be fuppofed to have 
been fuffering, for too long a time, the alternate impreflions of hope and 
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fear. — It may therefore be conceived what his feelings were, wheiv he 
fril law the diftant fails of the Iphigcnla whiteii in the fun. It may 
allb be iinngiiied with what hafle his canoe was launched from the 
beacli to bear him to tlic fliip, and how fwifrly die was driven on to 
receive, as he mipht liopc, a fon, who was returned with the various 
knovvled^^,e niul a‘taiiuncats of Europe, to adorn and improve his own 
couiifry. — liut it is d/Lhcult to conceive, as it would be impoHible to de- 
feribe, what fuch a mind as his muft feel, when the Iphigenia proceeded 
on her way, and tlie people on board, occupied in avoiding the furrounding 
dangers, were as inattentive to his diflrefs, as they were ignorant of tlio 
caufe of it.— We miifl, however, be contented to fympathizc with tl>e 
afflI(flion of this amiable chief, as he returned in melancholy difappoint- 
ment to his ifland, - and continue to accompany the Iphigenia on her def* 
tined courfe. 

At noon they had a very good obfervation, when the latitude was 
8° 20 ' North ; the bearings of the different iflands were as follow ; the 
largeft of the two iflands, which Captain Douglas named Moore’s Ifl >nd, 
in honour of his friend Mr. Hugh Moore, bore South by Eaft, half Eaft, 
diflant about five or fix leagues; - two others, that were low and Tandy, 
and which he named Good Look-out Iflands, bore Weft South Weft, 
half South, diftant three or four leagues. — From the former to the latter 
is a reef of rocks, wliich runs in a North Weft dircdlion, to die diftance 
of eleven or twelve leagues, and extends five leagues to the North of the 
other two. 

At one o’clock in the afternoon they founded, and found that they 
were 1 . fathom water; as the current fet them to the Weft- 
ward, rliey ftood on, being apprchenfive, if they went on the other 
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tack, that they fliould risk the being driven down on the reef, which 
was at this time on their lee-beam ; they therefore kept the lead going ; 
and as the water was clear to the bottom, people were ordered to the 
maft-head to give notice of any immediate danger, which might be eafily 
avoided, as the fea was fmooth, and the day remarkably clear. 

At half part two Moore’s Ifland bore South by Eaft, dlftant fifteen 
leagues ; and till fix in the evening the foundings were from eight to 
twenty fathoms, over large rocks. The lead was kept going every half 
hour during the night, without finding any bottom ; and in the morn- 
ing they had a fteady breeze, having got clear of all the rocks and 
flioals which they met with in thofc unknown feas. — As they had feveral 
good obfervations of the luii and moon the day before thev made land, 
they were able to determine the latitude and longitude of Moore’s 
Ifland, as well as of the reefs and fhoals that extended to the North- 
ward of it.— At noon, on the 3d, the latitude by obfervatioa was 8® 20' 
North; Moore’s Ifland then bearing South by Eafl: half Eafl:, diflant five 
leagues. Good Ivook-out Iflands bore at the fame time Wefb South Weft 
half South, dlftant three leagues; fo that the former lies in the latitude 
of8°6'North, and longitude, reduced by the log, 134® 6' Eaft ; and 
the latter are in the latitude of 8® 13' North, and die longitude 1 33® 58'. 
The great fhoal extends to the Northward as far as 8® 45' to the Eaft- 
ward 134® 13'; and to the Weftward as far as the eye could reach from 
the maft-head, fhoal- water wasvifible; which, in all probability, runs 
ns fiir as the longitude of 133° 30' Eaft. 

During the night no foundings were obtained with fifty fathoms of 
line. At eight in the morning, bring In the latitude of Los Martines, 
they bore up a couple of points, in order, if pofliblc, to get fight of it 
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1788. by noon;— but as there was no appearance of land, Captain Douglas 
hauled his wind, chufing rather to fubmit to the inconvenience 
which might arife from the want of wood, than risk his arrival on 
the coaft of America too late in the feafon. He therefore no longer 
thought of looking for an harbour among a groupe of iflands where, 
perhaps, no harbour of fufficient fhelter and proteftlon was to be 
found. 


CHAP. 



NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA. 


301 


C H A P. XXVII. 


See the IJland of Amluh'See Land, ivhich is mljiaken for frinity IJland. 
mofi violent Gale, — Defcription of the Land, — See the IJland of 
Kodiak, — See frinity IJland, — Arrive off the latter, — Vifitcd by two Canoes, 
— Send the Jolly-boat on Shore with an Officer, to try for Fijh, zvhich re- 

turned w'lth a frnall ^antity procured from the Natives See Cape Gre^ 

ville.^PaJ) the Barren IJlandu — Receive a Vift from a Ruffian and fomc 
Kodiak Hunters, — Run up Cook' s River, — Communication with the Natives, 
— J) if patch the Long-boat up the River, — Inftruliions to the Officer who 
commanded her, — Long-boat returns,-^fhe Iphigenia weighs Anchor and 
drops down the River. — Steer to the South-end of Montagu If and, — Stand 
in for Snug-corner Bay, — Several Canoes come off to the Ship, ^L>iJ cover 
that the Ship Prince of Wales had quitted the Bay ten Days before, 

N O event took place but the mere ordering and courfe of the (hip, 
till the 30th of the fucceeding month, when flie was arrived in 
latitude 50° 29' North, a id longitude 188° 26' Eafl: of Greenwich. — 
The weather was moderate and hazy, and the wind fettled at North 
Eaft. Early in the morning they faw the Ifland of Amluk, bearing 
North by Eafl, at the dlftance of about twenty-four leagues. At nine 
o’clock they wore and flood in for the land. At noon the weather be- 
came clear, and they f^w the land bearing North Norrh Eafl, diftant 
from twenty to twenty-three leagues. 
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On the 3 1 ft, tl^ey had light winds and calms,; at ten o’clock In tlie 
morning the clouds difperfed, and there was clear weather for half au 
hour ; when an opportunity was taken to get a number of diftances 
of the fun and moon, from a medium of which the longitude was 
190° 19' Eaft of Greenwich, and the obferved latitude 50° 58' North. 

The early part of the following day was clear and moderate ; but 
the latter was cloudy, with frefli breezes. The crew were now bufily 
employed in airing and mending the falls. The latitude was 51° 49 
North, and the longitude 193® 32' Eaft of Greenwich. 

A fteady breeze from the Weftward, continued with hazy weather 
through the whole of the 2d; and on the 3d they altered the courfc 
from North Eaft to North Eaft by North. The arms were now 
cleaned, and the arm-cheft got off the deck into the cabin, to get 
them out of the way both of the feamen and the favagcs ; for as they 
were approaching the land, there was good reafon to exped a vifit 
from the latter. 

On the 5th, at day-light. Trinity Ifland was ften bearing North 
North Weft, diftant feveii or eight leagues. At nine it bore South 
half Eaft, fix or feven leagues ; and at noon the breeze which had 
blown all the morning to the North Eaft, encrcafcd to an hard gale ; 
when the latitude, from an indifferent obfervation, was 56® 29' North, 
and the longitude 204° 54' Eaft. 

At noon it blew hard, and the gale encreafed, fu that they were obliged 
to hand rhe fore-fail and clofc reef the main top fall; at eight in the 
evening, the extrtmity of the land fioin Cape Trinity, h{jrc Eialt 
North Eaft, to North Weft by Weft, bang diftant from the ncareft 
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land fix leagues. At eleven o’clock wore the Ihip, and flood to tlie 
So'ithward and Eaflward. At fix in the morning Cape Trinity bore 
North North Eafl, at the diftance of about twelve or thirteen leagues. 

The gale continued to encreafe, and at fix in the evening, thefhip wore 
and flood to the Nortliward. No obfervation was made on this day. 

At four in the morning, it blew' an hunicane, — reefed and handed 
the main-fail, and laid the fliip to under a balanced rry-fiil, and got three 
balance tackles on the gaff to fupport it. At five, they faw the land, 
the extremities from Port Trinity bearing North North Well, to Weft 
South Weft, and Two Headed Point Weft North Weft, — diftant from 
the body of the land twelve or fourteen leagues. At fix they wore, and 
lay to on the larboard tack. It now blew the moft tremendous ftonn 
that had ever been feen by any perfon on board ; and at four in the 
afternoon tlie gale not being in the leaft abated, they got the top- 
gallant mafts down on deck, laying to wdth the head of the fhip to the 
Southward and Eaflward. About five the gale abated, but there was a 
moft dreadful fea ftlll running. At nine they made fail, and got the top- 
gallant mafls and yards up. On the 8th, the wind ftlll continued to Sundays 
tlie Northward and Eaflward, but rather variable. The land was ften 
beating Noith Weft, diftant five or fix leagues. The obferved latitu<L; 
was 56’’ 20 North. Longitude 205° 36' Eafl. 

Ontlie9tli, they had fair weather, wdth moderate and light breezes ^^onday 9 
fn;m tlu Eaftward. The iflaiid which Captain Douglas took for Trinity 
IftaiKl, as it is in the fame latitude and longitude which had been laid 
down, lies olf the mouth of a large hay, furrounded with low land. The 
hills wcie covered with fnow, whiL the low lands poiieftcd the fineft ver- 
dure, but not a n\c was feen on tht one or the other. In this bay there 
is a fjcure Ihelter from the North Welt winds, which, tiad it been known, 
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would have afforded a certain prote£fioii to the Iphlgenia in the 
late violent gale of wind. This land forms part of the coaft between 
Foggy Ifland and Trinity Ifland, mentioned by Captain Cook, and has 
by no means the barren appearance of that land which is to the North- 
ward of Trinity Ifland, and the Southward of Cape Greville. . As the 
wind continued to the Eaftward, they plied to the windward, and flood 
into eight fathoms of water, with a Tandy bottom. 

On the loth the weather was moderate and hazy. At fix in the af- 
ternoon they got a fight of the land, hearing Eafl North Eafl, at the 
diflance of about ten leagues. This land forms a cape projedling into 
the bay, which was now named Cape Hollings. It lies in the latitude 
of 57° 12' North, and the longitude of 207° 3' Eafl. During the 
night no foundings could be obtained with feventy fathoms of line. — 
On the following day at noon, the extremities of the land bore from 
Weft North Weft to Eafl by South ; the Ifland of Kodiak bearing EafL 
The obferved latitude was then 56® 56' North, and the longitude, by a 
lunar obfervation, 205° 36' Eafl of Greenwich. It had been rather calm 
through the day ; but about five o’clock in the afternoon, a breeze fprung 
up from the Southward and Eaftward, and drew round to the Eafl. — 
They worked up the coaft, and flood in fhore to nine fathoms of water 
with a muddy bottom, the current being very much againft them.— At 
noon of the 12th, Trinity Ifland bore Eafl half South ; the extremities of 
the continent bearing from Eafl North Eafl half Eafl, to North half 
Weft ; the diflance of the ftiip, from the neareft land, was at this time 
feven leagues. The obferved latitude was 56° 48' North; and from a 
mean of eight diftances of the fun and moon about three quarters after 
twelve at noon, the longitude was 205® 5' Eafl of Greenwich. 
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At feven in the evening, a fine breeze fprung up from North North 
Wclf, a» they v/ert* fleering through the paflhgc between Trlnlry Ifland 
and the m.un, when they Ir' ' regv.lar foundings from leventeen to feven 
fathoms, over a bottom of fine find. 

On the North fide of the ifland towards the fea, there is a very fine 
bay, where (hips may run in with fafety. Copious flreams of water 
were running from the mountains, and great quantities of drift wood 
l)'ing along the flaorc. About eight a native came off to the flaip in a 
fmail canoe, and taking off the head of a feal which he wore on his own, 
he made tlum an obeifance, and afked them how' they did, in the Ruflian 
language: — when, having taken a furvey of the (hip, he paddled back 
to the fhore. Shortly after, another canoe with one man in it paid them 
a vifit ; who, in return for a few beads, with whiclj he appeared to be 
infinitely delighted, offered the f^iin of a grey fox ; but not being able 
to make it fafl to the fhip, as fhe was at this time making a deal of 
way through the water, he took it hack with him. This man did not 
fpcak the language either of Cook’s River or Nootka Sound. 

They had in the morning of the 13th, light airs and calms, and 
at ten in the mojiiing had cleared tlie pafl'age. At noon, tlie ob- 
ferved latitude was 56° 45' North ; and longitude, from the refult of 
feveral obfervations was, pafl noon, 206® 6 ' Eafl: : the extremities of 
Tiinity Ifland bearing from South Eafl: by Eafl: to Si)Uth Well; ainl 
thofe of the coafl: from Weft South Weft, to North Noitli Eaft, at 
the dlftance of four or five leagues. The variation of the compafs was 
24° 51' Eaft. At eight o’clock in the evening the extremities of the con- 
tinent bore from South Weft half South, to North North Rail. At nine 
they tried the current, and found it running four fathoms an hour. 
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It being calm and no figns of a breeze, and as they had no foundings 
at the fhip, which was four leagues from the land, Captain Douglas 
fent the jolly-boat with an officer on ffiore, to get fome f (h. At noon 
the extremes of the coaft bore from South Weft to Cape Grevihe North 
North Eaft, and Trinlry Ifland South Weft by South, at the diftance of 
ten leagues. At noon tlieobferved latitude was 56® 59' North, and the 
longitude 206° 3' Eaft. About one o’clock in the afternoon, a light 
breeze fpringing up, the (hip ftood towards the ftiore, and a gun was 

fired, as a fignal for the boat. At four fhe returned with fome hali- 

but. Mr. Adamfon, the officer who commanded her, informed Captain 
Douglas that they had met with fome fiftiing canoes, and that the 

people who were in them, paited very readily whth what fifh they 

had, hut requefted fnuff in return, holding forth their boxes to be re* 
plenifficd. At fir ft it was fuppofed that they were Ruffians ; but on con- 
fidering their drefs, with the incifion of the und .r-lip, it was very evident 
that tliey were either Kodiak hunters, or fome of the natives of Cook’s 
River : — Though two years before, fnuffiwas a commodity to which the 
latter difeovered an extreme avcrfion. 

On the 1 5 th, tlic wind was from the Northward and Eaft ward, with 
a fog. At four o’clock in the afternoon a freffi breeze fprung up, but 
the tlilck hazy weather continued through tlie day. About five on the 
morning of the i6th, the weather cleared, when they faw Cape Greville 
on their beam, bearing Weft, at the diftance of nine leagues. Thev then 
rdtered their courfe to North North Weft, with a fine breeze. At noon 
('ape Whitfundny bore Weft half South. The extremities of the 
lai.d from the ifl.ind of Saint Hermogenes, bore North Weft by North 
Icn leagues, to South Weft by Weft, Here they faw feveral fea-otters 
Spoiling m the water, and great numbers of wffiales.— The latitude 
:it: noon was 58° 01' North, and the longitude 207° 33' Eaft of 

Greenwich 
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Greenwich. At midnight they !iad a frefh gale from the Southward, 
who'll they pafied the Barren inaiids. At fix in the morning two canoes 
came along side fiom Poiiit Bode, and fliortly after a Rufliaii from the 
fime place, wiih foine Kodiak luiiiters. They brought a prefent-of a 
doz^n frefli falmon, and in return received a fmall quantity of brandy 
and fome tobacco. At noon, the extremes of the larboard fliore bore 
from South half Weft, to North Weft by North ; and thofe on theftar- 
board hde, from South South Eaft, to North half Weft ; Cape Douglas 
bore Weft half South ; Mount Saint Aiiguftinc, North Weft half 
Weft ; Point Bede, South Eaft half Eaft ; and Anchor Point, North half 
Weft ; diftant from the ftarboard and ncareft (hore about fix or feven 
miles. 

The latitude at noon was 59° 41' North. They had light winds as they 
run up Cook’s River ; and about two in the- afternoon feven or eight 
canoes came along-fide, from a few huts that were a little way a-headof 
tlie (hip. All the natives of this place were ticket-men, and immediately 
produced their tickets, as paftpoits for good ufage hut they were fo poor 
as not to produce an inch of fur amongft them. About thice in the af- 
ternoon the tide fet fo ftrong againft them, as well as in ftioie, that they 
were under the necelfity of dropping anchor in five fathoms and an half 
water, about two miles from the fhore. — The extremities of the land 
were as follow: — The ftarboard fhore, from South by Eaft, to North 

* Thcfc tickets arc purchafed by the Indians from the RufiTian traders at a very dear rate, 
under a pretence that they will fecure them from the ill treatment of any flrangcrs who 
may vifit the coaft ; and as they take care to cxercifc great cruelty on fuch of the na- 
tives as are not provided with thcfc inllrumcnts of fafety, the poor people arc very happy 
to purchafe them on any terms. — Such is the degrading fyilem of the RiiHian trade in 
thefe parts ; and forms a ftriking contraft to the liberal and humane fpirit ot Eritilh com- 
merce. 
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half Weft : the larboard ftiore, from South South Weft, to North Weft 
by Weft : Cape Douglas, Weft by South ; Mount St. Auguftine, Weft ; 
Anchor Point South by Eaft half Eaft ; diftaiit ten or twelve miles. 

Captain Douglas now ordered the boat to be hoinecl out, in order to go 
on (lure to look for the watering-place, and obl'erve the behaviour of 
the natives. — On landing, they found a fmall river running by the fide of 
the huts, and the natives very fiiy. About fifty or threefcore of them 
fat basking in tlie fun, on the oppofitc fide of the river, who took no 
notice whatevci of the boat’s crew. As the Iphigeiiia was in great want 
of wood and water, it was ahfolutely neceflary to remain in their prefent 
fituation till a fufficient fupply was obtained of tlicfe tftential articles — 
Befides, there were no niore than two casks of beef, and one of pork, on 
board, to ferve them the reft of the fummer, and, as it might happen, to 
carry them down to the Sandwicli iflands. A fupply of fifli was therefore 
iiccefiary to enable them to run the coaft clown to the Southward, where 
they expeded to find abundance of furs ; and tins river was expeafted to 
yield plenty of lalmon, which might be falted down for the remaining 
part of their voyage. 

It was defigned, on the morning of the i 8 th, to move the ftilp 
higher up, fo as to He oppofite the mouth of this river; but before 
the tide became favouiable fhe touched the ground ; they therefore run 
out the kedge, hove up immediately, flipped the ha^sfer, and made fail, 
when they found a bank on the outfide with only two fathoms nid a half: 
it being at this ti ne low watjr, the boat was font a-luad to lound ; 
when t!ic\ 1 111 up the r vc^r about riglitcen mihs, ajid eame to w'lth tlie 
ftream, over a fn. !y bottom, and about a mile and an half from the 
fhor , which iiul a Acep beach. Phe boat was then lent to find out the 
iiiolt convenient place for wiiteiing. 


Soon 
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Soon after they had dropped the anchor, fcveral canoes came from the 1788, 
hut? which they faw yefterday ; and though the natives had nothing to 
fell, they continued near the (hip till the evening. Some of them, in- 
deed, caught a few falmon, which were purchafed with beads. It ap- 
p^"ar^'d as if thele people were on the watch to prevent any of the natives* 
up Cook’s, ri^er from vlfitiiig the fhip. — The next day was employed in Thurfdayij 
wooding and wateritig, clearing the hold, and brewing fpruce beer. 

On the 20th they had light winds and pleafant weather. — In the 
morning thty fighted the anchor and moored (hip, when all hands were 
employed in wooding and watering. The net was alfo hauled into the 
raoiuli of the river for lalmon, but without luccefs. 

On the day following the fame weather and occupations continued.-- Saturday 
About three o’clock in the afternoon five canoes came down the river, 
and the people in them called out No'Aa^ Noota, as foon as they got 
along fide the (Inp. Five otter-sk.ns ^vere purchafed of thefe favages, 
but they would take nothing except broad bra- iron ; two feet of which 
were paid for each skin. 

It appeared as if they were at w'ar with the Riifiians aiid Kodiak 
huiiter>, each of th m being armed with a couple of daggers. — They 
earncftly cut eated Captain Douglas to go higbcr up tlie liver; and gave 
him to uiuleiftand tliat it was Irom du report ut ins guns, which he 
order. (I to be fired morihjigand evening, that they knew of his arrival. 

They alio informed him that th y had got a conlidcrable quantity of 
Natuiiicb' ck'. or fca-otter skins, but were afiaid to bring them down, on 
account of the RufTiaiis. 


On 
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On the morning of the iid it blew a frefli gale, which raifed fo great 
a furf b (hore, that it was'impoflible to get cither wood or water to the 
(hip.— All the casks being full on the beach, it was thought proper to 
leave four men, with the fecond officer, on (hore all night, to guard 
them. About midnight the wind fhifted from South Weft to Eaft, and 
brought fair weather along with it. 

On the 23d, the weather was cloudy, with light winds from the South- 
ward and Eaftward. They now got the water on board, and coiled the 
cables below. The long-boat alfo having received fome damage, (he was 
hauled up on the beach, and the carpenters and caulkers employed in -re- 
pairing her ; — they were likewife fet to work to prepare a couple of mails 
and yards for her, as it was intended to difpatch her up the river, as 
high as Point Pofleffion, on the information of the natives. 

The long-boat being finiffied, at four in the morning of the 24th, (he 
was launched, and at half paft ten was difpatched, with the turn of the 
tide, well manned and armed, on her intended expedition under the 
command of the chief officer. The inftrudions given to him by Cap- 
tain Douglas were to the following purport: — 

He was ordered to proceed up as high as Point Pofleffion ; to look 
into mod of the fmall bays or low lands in fearch of inhabitants, and to 
barter his iron or beads for fea otter skins, black foxes skins and falmon. 
If he met with any Ruffians, he was inftrudled to treat them with civi- 
lity, but at the fame time to be upon his guard, and not to fuffer cither 
them or the natives to enter into his boat. — In cafe of bad weather, or 
if by any unforefeen accident he (hould be detained four of five days, 
Captain Douglas mentioned his defign, at the end of that time, to 
follow him, with the (hip, up the river, to Point PoflTeffion ; and that 
2 he 
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he (hould fire guns to give him notice of his approacli. The officer, 1788. 
however, was ordered to do his utinofl to return to the fhip at the end 
of live days. 

The carpenter and caulker being ordered on Ihorc to procure Tome 
fpars for oars, which were very much wanted, they were under the ne- 
ceffity of tracing the banks of the river to a confiderable diftance before 
they could find any that would anfwer their purpofe. When thefe peo- 
ple returned on board they declared, that as the long-boat turned the 
point, they heard the difeharge of eleven great guns. Though Cap- 
tain Douglas was, in fome degree, alarmed when he firft received this 
intelligence; yet as he had been informed by a Ruffian who went on 
board the Iphigenia at Point Bede, that none of his countrymen were fo 
high up the river ; and as the long boat, if flie had been attacked, would 
have returned, the wind being fair to come back to tlie fl^ip, it was 
concluded, as it afterwards turned out, that thefe great guns were 
nothing more than mufquets, which the people had fired at fome ducks, 
and whofe report was conveyed by the wind, which blew right to the 
place where the carpenters were at work. 

About three o’clock In the afternoon of the 25th, two canoes came Wedncfdayi5 
down the river, and brought a fea* otter cut through the middle, and other- 
wife mangled. It appeared as If thefe natives thought that the flefh was 
wanted, and not the fkin ; but no f.itisfavflory explanation could be obtained, 
as they did not underftand any words that were addrefled to them ; and in- 
deed gave no caufe for fuppofing that they had ever traded with any Eu- 
ropean people. They had not a fingle bead of any kind in their pofleffion ; 
and the few which were now given them, feemed to attrad that kind 
of admiration which is awakened by objeds that have been never, 
or at leafl feldom fecn before. It was conjedured that they were in- 
land 
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IjHid native!?, who live up the country in the winter, and had defcendcd 
feme river which empties itfelf into St oky Bay, as that was the quarter 
from whence they appeared to come. As it blew frefh, and there was a 
large fwell occalioneJ by the tide, they left the Ihip, and went in towards 
tlie fhore. 

T'hc weather on the 26th was moderate and pleafant, and about nine 
in the morning tw’O canoes came fiom tlic Soutliw'ard, in one of which 
was the Ruflian w!io had paid the Iphigenia a viilt from Point Bjdc. — 
He brought a prefent of fome falmf)n, which w’as returned by a fmall 
parcel of tobacco. At Icven in the afternoon twelve double canots 
came along-fide from the Southward ; the peaplc in them were Kodiak 
hunters, hut they had neither Ikins nor filh though they promiled 
to bring fome of the latter in the morning. 

At one in the morning of the 27th, they faw the long boat dropping 
down with the tide: and at two came nlong-f dc the Iphigenia, having 
obtained nothing but one very indiff.rent fea-ottei (kin, and about two 

dozen of (plit falmon. The officer, Mr. Adamfon, reported, that as 

high up the river as 60” 42' North, he met wdth Ruffians and Kodiak 
hunters, who follow^ed him fiom village to village, and had got entire pof- 
feffion of the river. The boat being returned, at (ix o’clock the (liip was 
unmoored ; and on the turn of the tide, they weighed anchor and drop- 
ped down the river. At noon the obferved latitude w^as y/ 58' North. 

About three in the afternoon, the flood-tide fetting in, they dropped 
anchor juR below Anchor Point, in feventeen fathoms of water. — Tiie 
extremities of the Weftern (hore bore from North Weft by North, to 
Weft by South ; Cape Douglas hearing Weft ; Mount Saint Auguftlne 
Weft North Weft, half North ; and Point Bede South South Eaft ; dif- 
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tant three or four Icraiv.'S. At nine in tlio ev'-nirv’;, witli the turn of tlie 
tide, they hove up, niid ni;\Je f.nl with a light breeze from the South.* 
waid and We ward. 

On tlic 28rh at noon, Cnpe Eli/aheth bore Eafl South Eafl, and th,c 
EaftcrnirK^r!: of the } 3 m\'n jllainls, R.ifl Soiuh Eafl:. At about five mlL j 
olt fhorc, there w- re no ioiindings wltli lixtv fathoms of litic. No ol)- 
fervation u ns made of the latitude, but the longitude was 2^7'’ 46' Eaft. 

At eleven in the morning of the 29th, tlie Enihernmoft of the Bar- 
ren Iflands bore South South Erdd, and Cape Elizabeth North North 
Eaft, diftant about five leagues. The weather being hazy, there was 
no opportunity of making an obfervation. 

They flood to the Southward and Eaflward till four In the morning of 
the 30th, with a moderate breeze from the Northward and Eaflward, 
accompanied by hazy weather and rain. At ten, the ifland of Saint 
Hermogenes bore South Weft, diftant feven leagues. — No obfervation. 

They had now light winds and calms, with a ftrong current fettiiig 
them to the Southward and Weftward. At day-light, the extremities 
of the main bore from North Weft to North Eaft half North, .at the 
diftance of about twelve leagues. At eight the body of the Barren 
Iflands bore North Weft by Weft, diftant fourteen leagues. 

As they had been difappointed of the fupply of falmon which 
they expc£led to have found in Cook’s River, and there being no more 
than three cafks of provifions remaining. Captain Pouglas was under the 
neceflity of reducing himfelf and officers, as well as the feameii, to a 
very fhort allowance. The latitude was 59® z' North. 
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The wind continuing at North Eaft, and Eaft North Eafl, the very 
courfe they fought to ftcer, with an heavy fwell, the (hip laboured ex- 
ceedingly, and made a very flow progrefs along the coafl. About fix in 
the morning they flood in to, v\ithin a league of, the main land. — 
At nine they unbent the main top-fail to rcjjair, and bent the old one. 
The main top-mafl flay-fail alfo fuffered confiderably from the fqually 
weather, as they were under the neceffity of carrying a prefs of fail 
to keep the fhip from being forced down by the current among the 

Barren Iflands. The weather was thick and hazy, fo that no ob- 

fervation could be made, nor had they any fight of land. 

At five in the morning of the 3d, the wind fhifted to the South Eafl, 
with moderate weather. At noon the extremities of the continent bore 
from North North Wefl, to Weft by South, diftant ten leagues; and 
the obferved latitude W'as 59® iS' North. 

At four in the morning of the 4th, they were about ten or twelve 
leagues from the continent, and at neon the extremities of the land 
bore from North Eaft, to South Weft half Weft, diftant off fhore four 
leagues. The latitude was 59® 47' North. In the afternoon they had 
frefh North Eafterly breezes, with fqualls and rain ; and in the evening 
‘he extremities of the continent bore from North North Eaft half 
Eaft, to Weft half South, at thediftance of ten or eleven leagues. 

On the 5th, at noon, the extremities of the land bore from North half 
Eaft, to Weft half South, diftant ten or eleven leagues The obferved 
latitude was 59® 17' North. In the evening they had frcfli gales, with 
heavy fqualls and rain. 


On 
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On the 6th, at noon, the extremities of Montngu Ifland bore from 
North by Eaft, to North by Weft. It was the intention of Captain 
Douglas to keep without Montagu Ifiand, from the number of funken 
rocks which lie in the inner paft*age ; but fiiiding it blow fo frefh, 
and the wind being right in his teeth, he could not effed his pur- 
pofe..— The latitude, from an obfervation, was 59° 36' North. They 
had now fair weather, with frefli Eafterly breezes ; and at three in 
the afternoon had foundings in twenty-five fathoms water. At fix, as 
the tide was fetting againft them, they dropped the ftream anchor in 
eight fathoms water, about three miles from the fhore of Montagu 
Ifland, tlie extremities of which bore Eaft by South, half South, to North 
half Eaft ; and thofe of the continent bore from South Weft by South, to 
North North Eaft, At half paft eight they weighed anchor, and turned 
up that pafl'age. 

On the 7th, at one in the morning, dropped anchor about eight miles 
to the Northward, in twenty-feven fathoms water, and fix miles from 
the ftiore. At nine they weighed again, and ftretched over to within a 
mile of the continent, when there was no ground with thirty-fix fathoms 
of line. — At noon they were furrounded with land, except towards the 
paffage by which they entered, and which bore South. The obferved 
latitude was 60® o' North. They had light breezes and fair weather as 
they turned between Montagu Ifland and the main.— At fix in the even- 
ing they came to with the kedge in thirteen fathoms water, about one 
mile and an half from the Montagu Ifland fhore. At ten, they weighed 
anchor, with a light breeze at Eaft South Eaft, 

At eight In the morning of the following day, they were in the mid- 
channel, between Montagu Ifland and the Green Iflands. At noon, 
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the extremes of tlic former bore from Wtft half South* to North North 
EnH-, t]ie body of the latter South by Weft ; Cape Hincbinhroke Eaft 
North Eaft ; and an ifland lying off Snug Corner Cove, North by Eaft ; 
diftant from IMontagu Ifland two or three leagues. — Several guns were 
now fired to acquaint the natives of our arrival.— -The obferved latitude 
was 60^ 2 North, At four in the afternoon they ftood over to the Weft- 
trn fhore, with light winds and clear pleafant weather. At eight in the 
evening they wore and ftood in for the cove, with light airs and calms. 
At noon, on the 9th, dropped the fticam anchoi in five fathoms water^ 
in Snug Corner Cove. — The remainder of this day was employed in un- 
bending the fails, holfting out the boats, and other neceflary matters. 

On the loth, fix canoes of the Chenouways tribe came alongfide, but 
had I'o more than one fea-otter skin among them, which was purchafed, 
with live or fix feal-skins for the rigging. Kcnnoonock informed Captain 
Douglas that a ftiip Iiad been there, which had failed only ten days be- 
Ihi e with plenty of skins, and it appeared for Cook’s river. This m- 
tDiiigence was confirmed by the party, who had been on fhore for wood, 
ns tliey had fecn, iiifcribed on a couple of trees, J, Etches^ of the Prince 
Cff ITdli's^ iV/^7 V 9//^, 178S, and John Hutchins, 
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CHAR XXVIII. 

7 he Iphigenia fails from Snug Corner Bay* — They pafs Kayes IJland , — 
Clofe in with Cape Suckling* — Slow Progrefs along the Coaf^ on Account of 
the Eaferly JVinds* — Send the Long-boat into Beerinfs Bay^ which returns 
after having been driven out to Sea*^They fee IJlands of Ice, — Purchafe a 
great Number of Sea Otter Skins, ^c. of the Natives of Crofs Cape. — A 
fngnlar Example of the Power of the Women among them* — Steer into Sea» 
Otter Bay. — Pafs Douglas IJland.-^Enter a Bay called Port Meares . — 
Pafs Rofe Point *^Obfervations on the Coaf.^Join the Felice at Nootka 
Sound. 

T ill the 14th, the people on board the Iphigenia were employed in 
wooding, watering, and repairing the fails. During that interval 
they hid been vifited by fome canoes, which brought two river- 
otter skins, and fome feal-skins. Of this party there was a man of the 
Tauglekamute tribe, who informed Captain Douglas that they had 
plenty of skins in his diftri^l, and promifed to return the following 
morning to attend the Ihip thither. At three o’clock in the afternoon, a 
light breeze fpringing up from the Weft, they weighed, and turned out 
of the cove. At ten in the evening Cape Hinchinbroke bore South Eaft 
by South, half South, and the North end of Montagu Ifland, South half 
Eaft ; diftaat from the neareft land four or five miles. 
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At eight o’clock in the morning two canoes of the Chenouways tribe 
came aloiigfide with fome skins, cliicfly of the otter cubs, which Captain 
Douglas told them tlicy ought not to dedroy. At noon the weather 
was calm and cloudy. Cape Ilinchinhroke bearing South South Kafl, 
and the North Eaft end of Montagu IfiancI bearing South, dinant three 
or four leagues ; at eight in the (.veiling the former of thefe places bore 
South Eail: halt South, and the latter South ; dillant from the main land 
four or £vc miles. 

On the iSrh at noon, the South end of Kaye's Kland bore North 
Eald by Eafl halt Eafl, dlft.int ten leagues. The e)crrt.mities of the 
continent bore from Nortli North Eaft half End, to Wed by North; 
and Montagu Ifl.ind from WVdl: half North, to Wed South Wed. The 
oblei \ .d latitude was 5c/ 5 2' North, and the longitude 2i4®2'Ead of 
Gr.enwicli. At one o’clock in the afternoon a brec/.e Iprung up from 
th.e Soufbwaid and Wedward, tliey tlierefo'c fat all their fail, and ftood 
i>>r the South cud of Kaye’s Iflancl, as tliCy knew from former expeii- 
ence that there was not ar.y paflage f(;r a fnip through Comptroller’s 
Bay. 

At fix in the morning they were clofc in with the Cape, when tliey 
had ground from ten to twenty fatlionis, over a clayey bottom. At noon 
the wind was variable ; and Cape Suckling bore Weft by North, didant 
three or four leagues. The obferved latitude was 59’ 57' North, and the 
longitude 215® 51' Eaff. They had a light breeze from the South- 
ward and Eadward till half pnft three in the afternoon, wdien it took 
them back, and blew from Fad North Eaft in heavy fqualls with rain. 
Being clofe in with the low land off Cape Suckling, and the current fet- 
tlng them on Kaye’s Ifland, they carried a prefs of fail to clear the South 
end of it. 
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At two In the morning the wcatlier was moderate, with the wind at 
the Eafl : At noon the body of Kayc*s Ifland bore South Weft ; the ex- 
tremities of the continent from Cape Suckling beaiing Weft by South to 
North Enfthalf Eaft, dlftant eight leagues. The obferved latitude was 
59'^ 57' North, and longitude 216° 14' Eaft. Light winds from the 
Eaftward till ftx in tlie afternoon, when the wind came round to the 
North, and at eight ftiifted to the North Eaft. 

At fun-rife Kaye’s Iftand bore Weft half North, diftant fourteen 
leagues. At eleven it blew frefh, with the land in light ; and at noon 
the obferved latitude was 59® 18^ North, and the longitude 216° 23' Eaft. 
At five ill the afternoon they lay to under the main-fail, with ftrong 
gales from the North Eaft, and extreme cold. 

On the morning of the 22d they law the land, bearing North North 
Eaft, diftant fifteen or fixteen leagues. At eight the gale abated, when 
they ftood in for the land, as they did not wifti to pafs unfeen on any 
part of the coaft where there was a probability of inhabitants. At noon 
the weather became moderate, and the obferved latitude was 59® 5' North, 
longitude 217® 10' Eaft. Frefh breezes fprung up from Eaft and Eaft by 
North, with heavy im’u, at fix in the afternoon ; and at eleven at night 
it blew very bard, which obliged them to wear, and ftand to the Soutii- 
ward under courfes and double reeftd main-top-fail. 

In this manner, and with the fmie vniiablc w.atlicr, the Iphigenla 
proceeded to run parallel with the co.:ft, fometimes in fight of land, and 
at other times at too great a diftance to fee it, or ohftru^fted from the 
view ol it by an hazy atmofphcre, till the 30th ; when, at four o’clock 
in th * mo i^ing, they fnv land ; the extremities ofwliich bore from Nortli 
Weft hall Noith, to North Eaft, diftant fix or eight leagues. From fix 

to'. 


3^9 

1788. 

luiv. 

Sunday 


Monday at 


Tuc^daya^Je 


WedufKIay 1 u**. 



320 

1788. 

Ju:^r. 


Thurfday 3 1 


VOYAGES TO THE 

to ten they had a light breeze from South South Wefl, with which they 
flood into the bay. At noon it was calm and hazy, when tlic v made but 
an indifferent obfervatlon, according to wdnch their latitude WaS 5y'" 2; 
North, longitude 219® 42' Eafl. 

At half pafl twelve a light breeze fprung up from the Weffward, wiih 
which they fleered North till fix in the evening, when it fell calm. Be- 
ing within a few leagues of the low land, and on the Eafl fide of theb.iy, 
they obferved the appearance of fmoke, and accordingly flood towards 
it; but the wind and tide falling, the long boat was at eight in tlic 
evening hoifled out, in order to be fent to the head of r!ie hay ; but the 
appearance of bad weather occafioned lier being djialiud till morning. 
At nine they clued the top-fails up, and dropped the ure am -anchor In 
twenty-eight fathoms water over hard ground. t midnight it was 
perceived that the fhlp had driven off the bank into deeper water; they 
therefore gave her more cable, as it wn\s bad ar.cliOi ing-groun.d ; l)ut as 
the wind and tide were both adverfe, they kept tl/: ancliur down till near 
flack tide. 

At three In the morning they hove up, and made fail toward the low 
land, where they law the fmoke. At four the weather being moderate 
and clear, the long-boat was difpatched, well manned and armed, under 
the command of the chief officer, who was intruded to proceed towards 
the bottom of the bay, and to make fuch examination of it, and obtain 
fuch communication with any inhabitants he might find there, as would 
tend to the procuring furs, provifions, &c. — At the entrance of this bay 
they had fifteen, ten, and eleven fathoms water, over a rocky bot- 
tom, but higher up no foundings could be obtained with fifty fathoms of 
line, — At noon the latitude, by account, was 59® 41' North, longitude 
^19® 47' Eafl. At three in the afternoon, having loft fight of the 

long. 
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Icng-boat, and finding that flie was driven out to lea, they wore and 
ran down towards her. At half paft four they got fight of her, and 
within an hour after came along* fide, when flie was found making 
very bad weather, on account of the heavy fea : (he was immediately 
hoifted in, and they made fail to the Southward andEaftward. 

ArcT>sF 

At three in the morning of the ift of Augufi: it blew llrong from the ' 

North Eaft, with heavy rain. — At noon, the latitude by account was 
59° 10' North, longitude 219° 33' Eaft. At three in the afternoon the 
weather moderated, when they tacked, and ftood to the Northward and 
Eaftward. 

At fun-rife land was feen, the extremities of which bore North Eaft Saturday < 
half Eaft, to Weft, diftant fix or fcveii leagues. At noon the extremities 
of the land bore from North Weft, to Eaft South Eaft, diftant ten leagues. 

The obferved latitude was 59° 16' North, and the longitude 220® ii' Eaft. 

In the afternoon the clouds cleared up from over the land, which gave 
them a fight of Mount Saint Elias, bearing North Weft by Weft, at the 
diftance of about twenty leagues.— On feeing fomething floating, which 
they could not afeertain, as they had but little wind, the jolly-boat was 
hoifted out to examine it, when it proved to be a dead bird, of a large fize, 
which Captain Douglas has not thought worthy of a defeription. 

In the morning the jolly-boat was difpatched, with orders to proceed Sunday $ 
within a mile of the ftiore, to examine if there was any appearance of 
inhabitants ; and about noon ftie returned, in company with a large ca- 
noe, containing about thirty Indians. — They now dropped the beft bower 
anchor in twenty- feven fathoms water, and purchafed of the natives fe- 
veral cotfacks or drefles of fea-otter skins, and a pair of gloves of the 
fame. The extremities of land, when at anchor, bore from Weft North 
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1 7^3. Weft, to Eiift by South half South, dlftant four or five miles. The ob- 
fervtd latitude was 59® 10' North, and tlie longitude 221® a7'Eaft. 

Ti;cr.iuy 5 Early next morning the people returned, as the failors obferved, 
with all their old clo.iths, as the cotfacks which they now offered for 
file had been much worn: thefe articles, however, were purchafed, 
with a quantity of falmon ; and at nine o’clock tliey weighed anchor and 
proceed, d along the (hore.— At noon the extremities of the land bore 
from Weft by North to Eaft ; the lititudc by obfervation was 59® i' North, 
longitude 221® 53' Eaft. The place where the ftiip lay was crdlcd Ti- 
anna’s Hay, in lionour of that chief; he was indeed very much difliitis- 
fi.d with the prtfent climate, agaiiift the cold of which he could not 
protedl himlllf, though he had a^ much cloathing on him as he could 
well carry, — and was become very impatient to return to Owliyhte. 

Wednefda) « At fun-rlfe on the 6th it fell calm, and continued fo till eleven o’clock, 
when a light breeze fprung up from the South Weft.— At noon Cape 
Fair Weather bore North Eaft by North, and Crofs Cape South Eaft by 
Eaft, diftant from the neareft land four miles, running in for Crofs 
Sound.— The latitude by account was jS® 10' North, and longitude 
223® 15' Eaft. — At three in the afternoon, being pretty high np the 
Sound, and furro uncled with what appearc d to be iflands, as far as the 
eye could reach, the joll^-boat was lioiftcd out, and font to difeover if 
they were rocks or iflands of icc. — On her return, the account of the 
officer was, that tlic ifland he touched at was ice, as well as two or three 
other fmaller on.s which he had paflld : concluding therefore that the 
iflands on the oulfide of them might be ice alfo, they hauled clofc in 
will) the ftioic, aiid fent the boat a head to found. 
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At fix In the evening a canoe from Crofs Cape arrived along-fide the 
fliip with one man, who came on board quite naked. On being prefented 
with a jacket, a pair of trowfers, and an hat, he appeared to be very 
much delighted, and requeued them to go in clofe with the fhip, when 
he would fhew them the village of which he was an inhabitant. lie 
accordingly went a-head in his canoe, and kd them in among a parcel 
of rocks, with only three or four fathoms water, fo that Captain Dou- 
glas tliouglit it nccefliiry to take the pilotage of the veflll upon liimfelf ; 
and as it was daik and hazy, he found it a matter of fomc difficulty to ex- 
tricate himfelf from his very unpleafant fituation. However, at half paft 
ten at night, they came to in feventeen fathoms water, over a rocky 
bottom. 

Very early in the morning five canoes came along-fide, when forty 
fca-otter skins and feveral cotfacks were purchafed ; but the natives 
here feemed to underftand the value of their merchandize, and Captain 
Douglas was obliged to give them the price they demanded. By eight 
o’clock they had quitted the fhip ; — But it is impoffible to take leave 
of them without mentioning a circumftance, which appears to be pecu- 
liar to this tribe of Indians ; among whom the women poflefs a predo- 
minant influence, and acknowledged fuperiority over the other fex — of 
this they gave a very flriking example. 

One of the chiefs having unintentionally interrupted a canoe, in 
which was a woman, from coming clofe to the fhip, fhe feized a 
paddle, and flruck him fo violently with it on the head, that he 
was almofl: dlfabkd from employing a fimilar inflrument, to ward off 
the blows which followed. In this manner they continued their 
conteft, fhe in flriking, and he in defending himfelf, for near half an 
hour ; when Captain Douglas, in order to put an end to this Angular 
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fray, fired a mufqiiet over their heads, with concomitant figns of his 
difpleafure, but without effect. For the woman now ftepped into the 
canoe of the man, who appeared to be in a ftate of complete humiliation, 
and pulling out a knife from fome part of her drefs, flie fpoke for 
fome time, and then cut him acrofs the thigh. Though the blood 
gufhed ill ftreams from ihe wound, flie was about to repeat her violence, 
when Captain Douglas interfered in fuch a manner as to oblige this 
vengeful dame to return to her own boat, and give the bleeding objei^l 
of her vengeance an opportunity to paddle away to the fliore. During 
the whole of this engagement, if it may deferve that name, not one 
of the men dared to interfere ; nay it appeared that they were in fuch 
an entire flate of fubmifilon to female controul, that they could not 
difpofe of a skin till the w'omen had granted them the necelTary 
permiffion. 

As thefe people had dlfpofed of all their skins, at noon Captain 
Douglas made fail to the South Eafl, with the wind from the North 
Weft. The obferved latitude was 58° 02' North, and longitude 
223° 26' Eaft. The weather was now moderate and fair, and they kept 
a good look out at the maft-head for canoes or fmoke. At feven in 
the evening a canoe was feeii approaching the ftiip, which fooii after 
arrived with two large otters and one fmall one, juft killed, which were 
purchafed. The man on hoard the canoe gave them alfo to underftand 
that more skins would be brought in the morning. They, therefore, 
at eight o’clock, ran into twenty-three fathoms of water, and dropped 
the beft bower; bottom, faud and ftiells. 

At fun-rife eight canoes came along-fide, when fifty-fix fea-otter 
ikins were purchafed, fome of W’hich were already formed into drefles. At 
eleven o’clock they weighed anchor and made fail, running along the 
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fliore, to the South Eaft. The extremities of the land bore from Weft 
South Weft, to South Eaft by South, off (hore about three or four miles. 
At noon the obferved latitude was 57° 3S' North, longitude 224® 15' 
Eaft. The weather continued moderate, with the wind from the North 
Weft. At two In the afternoon they faw a large bay, but being clofe 
in with the land, and there being no appearance of inhabitants, they 
tacked and ftood out. At ten it fell calm, and* continued fo till noon 
the next day, when it was fo hazy as to preclude making an accurate 
obfervation. The bay they left the preceding evening bore North 
North Eaft, off (hore about two leagues. At three in the afternoon 
a frefh breeze fprung up from the Weftward, and perceiving a bay 
which bore Eaft off the ftiip, they hauled in, to fee if there were any 
inhabitants, but not difeovering the leaft figns of any, they hauled out 
again, and (hortened fail for the night, not wifliing to run on, leaft 
they ftiould pafs any of the inhabited parts of the coaft, and of courfs 
lofe the advantage of trading with the natives. 

In the morning they made fail, and got on deck all their bread 
to dry. At noon Mount Edgecombe bore North Weft by Weft half 
Weft; the extremities of the land alfo bearing from North Weft half 
Weft, to Eaft South Eaft, diftant off fhore four miles. The obferved 
latitude was 59® 19' North. From a medium of feveral diftanecs of the 
fun and moon, the longitude was 224® 50' Eaft of Greenwich.— At elglit 
in the evening, it blowing frefh, they reefed the top-falls and fliortencd 
fall for the night, two fmall iflaiids bearing from the fnip South bv" 
Eaft half Eaft. The extremities of the land bore from North Weft by 
Weft half Weft, to South Eaft by Eaft, diftant from the fhore five? 
leagues. 
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Early in the morning of the nth they made fall for the land, and 
at noon it was dlftant about eight or nine leagues. The obferved lati- 
tude was 55'’ zi' North, and the longitude 225® 57' Eaft. A brilk gale 
fpringing up from the Northward and Weflward, at three o’clock in the 
afternoon they ran acrofs the mouth of a large bay which forms two 
capes. The fouthern one was called Cape Adimfon, and is h^gh, bluff 
land, lying in the latitude of 55® 28' Noith, longitude 2 6° 21' Eaft, 
Thetother to the North was named Cape Barnett. It ia low towards the 
fca, but rifes gradually within land to a confidorable height, and is in the 
latitude of 55° 39' North, longitude 220° 0+' EaB. 

Having run a confiderable way up the bay, they entered tlie mouth of 
a limit paflage, not more than half a mile acrofs from flioie to flmre, 
fleering North : by the number of wlialcs v. hich were blowing a long 
way within the paflage, it was evident that there was plenty of water 
for the fhip. At eight o’clock in the evening they dropped the beft 
bower in feventeen fathoms, with a fandy bottom, about half a mile 
from the Ihore. The fhip wa« now entirt ly land-locked, except at the 
entrance; and her prefent fituation was named Sea-otter Harbour, from 
the great number of thofe animals which were in the water. They were 
as thick as a flock of ducks ; and the man at the maft-head taking them 
for rocks, and calling out accordingly, occafioned a confiderable impedi- 
ment in the courfe of the fhip. 

* Early in the morning of the 12th, the jolly-boat was dlfpatched to 
found, and the long- boat to look out for a watering place. At nine the 
latter returned without having made the expe£led difeovery. A very 
plentiful, as well as convenient run of water, was, however, foon after 
found by Captain Douglas on the oppofite fhore. He alfo faw many 
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places where there had been fires, but no other traces of inhabitants,— • 
In pulling up the bay he difcovered a paflage out to Tea, and that it 
was an iflnnd where the fliip lay : he is alfo clearly of opinion that the land 
which formed the flralts to the Northward muft confift of iflaiids.—All 
hands were now employed in cutting wood, getting in water, or ov'er- 
haullng the rigging. Captain Douglas, therefore, took this opportunity 
of taking out the jolly-boat to explore the head of the ftraits ; when, 
after pulling three or four hours, he faw two arms, one firetching to- 
wards the North, and the other about Eaft South Eafl. By the number 
of whales which he faw blowing in thefe different branches, he con- 
cluded there muft be paffages out to fea through both of them. He landed 
at feveral places, and faw fpots ^vhere fires had been made, as well as 
hoards for canoes ; but no other figns tvhatever of inhabitants. At feven 
in the evening he returned on board, and gave orders to get under 
way. At eiglit they fleered through the mouth of the flraits ; Cape 
Barnett bearing South Weft by Weft half Weft, and Cape Adamfon 
South by Weft half Weft. 

They had light winds from the Northward till nine in the morning, 
when it frefhened up. At noon the former Cape bore North Weft by 
Weft, and the latter North Weft. The appearance of a large bay bore 
North by Weft half Weft ; a fmall Ifland, about two miles in circum- 
ference, South South Eaft, diftaiit feven or eight miles. It was now 
named Douglas Ifland ; and there are two or three fmall, low and rocky 
iflands lying off its North and South ends. It is very high, and covered 
with verdure, and may be feen at the diftance of fixteen or feventeen 
leagues. It lies ten leagues from the main land, in the latitude of 54^58 
Norrh, and longitude 226® 43' Eaft. Between this ifland and the main 
there is another of lefler extent, which is rocky, barren, and almoft 
level with the water. Between thefe two iflands they fteered their courfe 
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by compn fs, Eafl South Eaft, but could get no foundings with fifty 
fathoms of line. At thr.c in the altcrnoon they had n heady breeze from 
the Wchwar.l, with clear weather, when they palled Douglas Ifland ; 
but as rliey were heering In for a bay which bore North Eaft by North, 
there came on a very thick fog. At half pah four, they W'cre vifited by 
two canoe;., wlio appcajvd to have come out of the bay for wdiich the 
Iphlgciiia was feering. Tw’cnty-fx fea-ottcr Ikins made in drefles, and 
Ionic birds, were now purchafed of their villtors, who w’cre fond of 
iron and b.ads, and were fatisficd with any quantity that was offered to 
them. 

/ii.u At one !n the morning it blcvr a fiiTgalc, wnth tliick and foggy W'ca- 
ther ; and they food off Sotuli South Wef till four, when they hove 
tc'. At nine ihe fog dimlnlflied, and tiiey made fall in fiore. At ten 
tlicy got fgiit of Douglas Illaiul, Wef by North half North. At noon 
tlie main laud extended from Eaf by North, to No th Wef by North, 
dillant four leagues off fiorc. The oblcrvcd latitude was now 54*^ 43' 
North, and tlie longitude, as reduced from the laf lunar obfervations, 
227^^ 37' Eaf. They continued feering in for the bay which was feen 
tlie preceding evening, and at two in the afternoon they got within a 
fmall Iflaiid that lies a quarter of a mile from the main land. Here it 
fell calm ; and a chief, with two large canoes, each containing between 
thirty and forty people, came along-hde, fmging a general chorus of no 
unpleafing effed. As the tide was adverfe, the (hip w\as driving down 
very faf towards the ifland which w'as under her lee. The chief w'as 
therefore defired to lay hold of a rope, and tow the flip higher up the 
the bay, which was immediately done ; the natives in the canoes con- 
tinuing their fong as they proceeded. At three they dropped anchor in 
^wenty-three fathoms of water, with a bottom of fand and ihclls. 


The 
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The Weflern point of land which forms the bay, bore Eaft South 
Eaft, and the Eaftern point, Eaft North Eaft ; fo that a Ihip lying there 
is only expofed to four points of the compafs;— that is, between Eaft 
South Eaft and Eaft Noith Eaft; (he will be land-locked every other 
way about a mile from the Weftcrn fhore.-It was now named Port 
Meares. The latitude of the ftiip at anchor was, by feveral obfervations, 
54° 51' North, and longitude, according to the refult of feveral diftances 
of the fun and moon, 227° 54' Eaft of Greenwich, 

In Port Meares there are two large arms or branches of the fea ; the 
one turns North North Eaft, and the other about North North Weft, 
which Captain Douglas fuppofes to have a communication with Sea 
Otter Sound. During this and the two following days, they purchafed 
feveral fca-ottcr skins or nickees, as the natives called them. They 
obtained upwards of fixty cotfacks from this tribe, which Captain Doug- 
las reprefents as the moft liberal, uiifufpicious and honeft Indians he 
had ever known. 

They had now light winds from the Weftward, with very pleafant 
weather. In the evening of the 17th the natives of the Northern or 
North North Eaftern branch of the fea, made a large fire to give notice 
of their approach ; and at one in the morning tlicy came along-fide, 
finging in their ufual manner as they approached the ftiip.— Of thefe 
people they purchafed between fifty and fixty skins made into drefles, 
and the heft they bad yet feen. 

On the 20th having invited three of the chiefs to dinner, they made 
Captain Douglas underftand that they had difpofed of all their nickees ; 
but that if he would return with plenty of beads and iron, they would 
be prepared with a frefh quantity fufficient for his demands. They 
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then took him on deck, and pointing out to Tea, made figns that the 
nickccs came from thence. Though there was no land to be feen, as the 
coaft took an Eafterly dire^ion from Port Meares, at three in the after- 
noon they weighed and made fail, fteerlng out to fea South Eaft, with 
a frelh breeze from the Weftward. After running fix leagues, they faw 
land, bearing from Eaft South Eafl, to South Weft, diftant about 
twelve leagues. — At nine it came on thick and hazy weather, when they 
hove the fhip to, with her head to the Northward and Weftward.-— 
During the night they had foundings from fixty to eighty fathoms, 
with a Tandy bottom. 

At eight in the morning of the a i ft, It cleared up on the oppofite 
fhore, fo that they had a fight of the land which forms Port Meares, 
bearing North North Weft, diftant nine or ten leagues. They then 
wore and made fail to the South Eaft. At noon they were clofe in with 
the land, which extended Eaft by North half North, to Weft by South. 
The obferved latitude was 54® 06' North, and the longitude 228° 04' 
Eaft. They now run along the fhore, with a fteady breeze from the 
Weftward, towards a bay to which the natives had pointed. At two 
they faw a thick fmoke at the bottom of it, when they run into eleven 
and nine fathoms of water. — At half paft two a thick fog coming on, 
and land feen from the maft-head, trending due North,, it was determined 
to difeover if there was any paflage, or if the land that was feen joined 
the main. At a quarter before three o’clock, as no canoes came ofF, 
they fet a prefs of fail, and fleered for the bluff high land that bore 
North. At five it cleared up, fo that they had a fight of both fides, as 
well as of a fandy fpit, level with the water, which ran to the North- 
ward, as far as the eye could reach from the maft-head. At feven 
they had a ftiff gale, and faw the end of the low fpit of fand. At eight 
they hauled round the point, when it was difeovered that the land did 
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not join the main, but formed a large ifland, which took a Southerly 
diredion. — After rounding the fandy level, they came to regular found- 
ings of ten, eight and feven fathoms of -water, about three or four 
miles from the ifland, the extremes of which bore from North by Weft, 
to South £aft by £aft half £aft. 

At flx ill the morning of the t3d, (ecing no appearance of inhabi- 
tants, they weighed anchor and made fail, ftanding to the South Eaft, 
having land on both fldcs. The fandy point that was paffed on the pre- 
ceding evening, was named Point Rofe. It lies in the latitude of 54° 1 8^ 
North, and in the longitude of 228® 39^ £aft. — It was now difeovered 
that this was a large ftrait, and an ifland of great extent, where the an- 
chorage is good, and which, to all appearance, affords fcveral harbours 
on the Northern and £aftern fldes* On the former there is a certainty 
of meeting with inhabitants ; and, in all probability, with abundance 
of furs. The centre of the ifland lies in the latitude of 53® 58' North, 
and in the longitude of laS^ 54' Eaft. 

At noon they had light iVinds and calms, with clear weather, the ex* 
tremes of the ifland bearing from North North Weft, to South half 
Eaft, and thofe of the continent from Eaft by South, to North North 
Eaft ; diftance of the coaft nine leagues, and from the ifland about eight 
or nine leagues. The latitude, by obfervation was 53® 55' North, and 
the longitude 229^30' Eaft. — The variation, per medium of fix azimuths, 
1 7® 43' Eaft ; per amplitude, 1 7® 59'* 

At nine in the morning of the 24th, the longitude, from the medium 
ef fcveral diftances of the fun and moon, was 230® 16' Eaft of Green* 
wich.~-From nine till noon the weather was calm and clear, when the 
fccarings of the land were as follows : — The extremities of the continent 
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bore North Weft by North, half North, to Eaft by South ; a fmall bluff 
iHand, lying off the main, bearing North by Weft, diftanl ten leagues, 
and the extremities of Charlotte Ifland from Weft to South. 

I fhall here take the opportunity of obfervmg, that ftiips which arrive 
early on the coaft,when they muft exped to meet with heavy gales o/wind, 
will find it their advraitage to make the South end of this ifland, and to 
enter the ftraits in the latitude of 52°, and the longitude of 229^30, 
when they will find flieltcr either in the ifland or on the continent. It 
may be alfo added, that as fhips which are returning from the North at 
a late period of the feafon, are liable to be blown off the coaft, it would 
be advifable for them to make Douglas Ifland, and enter the ftraits in the 
latitude of 54° 30', and longitude 226° 30^ when they will find good an^ 
chorage, as well as inhabitants, on the North fide of the ifland. — On 
the continent they will alfo have the advantage of Port Mcares and Sea 
Otter Sound, befides feveral other bays which have not yet been ex- 
plored, between 56 and 54 degrees of North latitude. 

On the morning of the 25th they had loft fight of land, and, as the 
change of the moon was approaching, when a gale of wind might be ex- 
pe(fted, which, perhaps, would have obliged them to run immediately 
to the Sandwich Iflands for a fupply of provifions, if was refolved to fteer 
at once for Nootka Sound, without encountering the land again, in order 
to add to their ftock of furs. 

On the 26th, at half paft nine, their longitude, from a medium of 
feveral diftances of the fun and moon, was 132° 38' Eaft of Greenwich, 
with a ftrong gale, fteering Eaft North Eaft ; and at noon their latitude 
was, by obfervation, 49® 42' North. 
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At eight ill the evening they were dofe in. with the entrance of 
Nootka Sound, when it fell calm, and the tide fetting out, they drop- 
ped the beft bower anchor in twenty-three fathoms water. 

At feven on the morning of the 28th, a light breeze fprlnging up 
from the Weflward, they got under way, and flood in for the Sound ; 
and before noon the Iphigenia, with her crew in good health and fplrks,, 
joined the Felice in Friendly Cove. 
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^he Iphigenia, in Company with the West America Schooner^ 

leaves Nootka Sound. — Scarcity ff Provifions on hoar d.^ Arrive oj Mowee^ 
one of the Sandwich IJlands. — Supplied with Plenty of Provifions. — Tianna 
receives his Brother on board: their affehfif>nate Meeting. — Arrive off 
Owhyhee.-^A Vifit from the King, and his Joy at feeing fi anna.-— Anchor in 
Karakahoa Bay. — Great Abundance of Provifions fnt on hoard. — Ceremony 
of receiving Captain Douglas on Shore, —fhe Kihg and ^een ofOwhyhee 
Jleep on board the Iphioenia.— Nohth West Amf-rjca pans from 
her Cable. — Tianna goes on Shore to get Permiffvm for the King's Div rs to 
ajfifi in recovering the Cable. — 7hi Ci remny previous to their entering the 
Water. — fhe Length of Lime they remain under it.— fhe Iphicenia parts 
from her Cable.— Sufpedl the Natives of th s Ai f L’reochery. — ne Divers 
again employed, and recover the Cab' c, ^c.— Tt anna haves the Ship, with 
all his freafures, to fettle in Owhyhee.—An Account of the late Change in 
the Government of that Jjland, ^c. 

T he Iphigenla remained in Fiicndly Cove after the departure of the 
Felice, till the 27th of Odober, the interval of which was em- 
ployed in fitting the North Weft America for fea, and making fuch other 
preparations as their approaching voyage rendered neceflary. — At noon 
on that day they quitted Nootka Sound, and proceeded on their way to 
the Sandwich Iflands ; — and, as nothing particular happened in the 
courfe of it, but a fcarcity of provifions, which occafioned a very (hort 
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allowance, we fhall at once fuppofe the Iphigenia and her conlbrt to be 
in fight of Owhyhee ; which welcome obje£t prefented itfelf to the crcwa 
of both velTels at day-light in the morning of the 6th of December: — 
the Weft end of chat iflaud then bore South South Weft, three quarters 
Weft, diftant nine or ten leagues ; and the Ifland of Mo wee bore Weft, 
diftaut feven leagues. — The wind having drawn round to South South 
Weft, occafioned them to run over to the South Eaft fide of Mowee, 

Tianna, whofe impatience fmee the Iphigenia left Samboiiigan, had 
fonaetimes broke forth into the violence of anger, and might have been 
expeded, on approaching his native country, to have aflumed the ftiape of 
the moft violent joy, became grave and thoughttul ; and any occafional 
eagernefs which animated his looks and aiftions, when they drew nigh to 
the Sandwich Iflands, rather implied the anxiety of expeflation, than fen- 
fations of pleafurc.— He knew enough of the fituation of his country to 
caufe a very powerful conteft between hope and fear in his bofoin ; and 
thofe apprehenfions of danger which weighed nothing with him when 
failing over diftant feas, feemed, in fome degree, to opprefs his fpirits, 
when he was about to encounter it.— It was certainly a period of the 
moft painful fufpenfe, as he was uncertain whether the treafurcs he pof- 
fefled would be employed to elevate him into confequence, or to pur- 
chafe his fafety whether they would be allowed to enrich himfelf, or 
feized, to form the wealth of others. — He had left his ifland in a ftate 
of peace, but he had every reafon to fear that he fhould find it in a ftate 
of war ; or at leaft under the government of an ufurped power, which he 
could not for a moment fuppofe would be friendly to him. — Such appeared 
to be the ftate of Tianna’s mind on arriving among his native iflands. 


We had no fooner appeared off Mowee than a great number of canoes 

came off with hogs, yams and plantains.— On this fide of the ifland 
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there is a large town, the refidence of Titeeree, the fovereign of Mowee, 
who was at this time on a viht to Taheo, king of Atooi, in whofe 
abfence the government was left to the care of Harwallenee, brother-in- 
law to Tianna, of whofe arrival he was no fooner informed, than he 
ordered a prefent of hogs for the (hip ; but before it arrived Tianna had 
obferved his brother on fhore, and having drelTed himfelf in his beft ap- 
parel, defired that meffage a might be fent to invite him on board. — On 
his arrival they met as brothers (hould do after a long reparation ; the 
whole of their condudl to each other was affeflionate; — they melted into 
tears, and almofl drew the fame from the eyes of thofe who beheld them. 
After their hrft emotions had fubfided, the chief requefted Captain Dou- 
glas to remain with him for a few days, and engaged to fupply him with 
any quantity of provifions that might be demanded; but as he faw 
no place where they could come to an anchor in fafety, the furf at the 
fame time beating with great violence, and an heavy fwell with the wind 
blowing in (hore. Captain Douglas was under the neceflity of declining 
the invitation. 

Tianna being extremely anxious to vifit Owhyhce, they wore, and 
flood at noon for the North Weft point of that ifland. 

At noon on the 7th, a canoe from Owhyhee came along- fide, with 
a friend of Tianna, who had heard in the courfe of the night, from 
Mowee, of his arrival. — In the afternoon feveral relations of Abinui 
came on board, and in the evening Tianna difpatched a friend to Tome- 
homy-haw, to give him notice of their approach. 

On the following morning a great number of canoes came off* from 
Toe-yah-yah Bay, with hogs, fowls, and taro-root. — The winds were 
light and variable, and the latitude, by obfervation, 20° xi' North. At 

fun- 
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fuii-fet the extremes of Owhyliee bore from North to South by North, 
•diftance off (hore three leagues. 

At two in the morning there was heavy rain, with thunder and light- 
ning. At day-light they had loft fight of the North Weft America ; but 
at nine fasv her clofe in (hore. At eleven they hove to till the fchooner 
came up. At noon they were only four miles offftiorc, and the obfervcd 
latitude was 19° 44' North. In the afternoon feveral of Tianna’s re- 
lations came on board ; and fo liberal was he difpofed to be to them all, 
that if he had not been checked in his gcnerofity, the whole of his trea- 
fure would have been at once divided among them. The King alfo fent a 
prefent to Captain Douglas, accompanied with a mefiage that he would 
pay him a vifit as foon as he had come to an anchor in the bay. 

The current having fet them a confiderable way to the Northward, at 
day-light they made fail for the bay ; and at noon the latitude, by obfer- 
vation, was 19° 35' North, Tianna now difpatched one of the chiefs 
who had come to welcome his arrival, to invite the King to come on 
board ; and at two in the afternoon he made his appearance in a large 
double canoe, attended by twelve others of the fame fize, beautifully 
adorned with feathers. As foon as he came on board. Captain Douglas 
faluted him with feven guns. After crying overTianiia for a confiderable 
time, the King prefcnted Captain Douglas with a moft beautiful fan, 
■and two long- feathered cloaks. The light winds and number of canoes 
hanging on the fhip, prevented her from making ahy way through the 
water : fo that it became a matter of neceflity to requeft his Majefty to 
taboo the (hip, with which he readily complied, defiring permiftion, at 
the fame time, for himfelf and feveral of the chiefs to fleep on board. 
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They continued working into the bay till two o’clock in the morning ; 
when they dropped anchor in twenty-one fathoms water, at the diftance 
of three quarters of a mile from (liore. The King profelTed the warmeft 
friendfhip for the Captain of the Iphigenia, — declared that the ifland 
fliould belong to him while he remained there,— and, to prove the fin- 
cerlty of his regard, exchanged names with him. But however flattering 
all thefe attentions might be, Captain Douglas thought it notimpoflible 
but that fomc attempt might be made to feize the fchooner, as fhe ap- 
peared to be fmall, and her crew few in number ; he therefore, in the 
evening, carried the King on board the North Weft America, when 
by falutiiig him with all her guns, and other explanations concerning the 
poflibility of defending her, when attacked, by retiring to clofe quarters, 
the difficulty of getting pofleffion of her muft have appeared very evident 
to the royal vifitor. When, however, Tianna explained to him the 
manner and time in which fhe was built, he intreated that a carpenter 
might be left at Owhyhee to affift Tianna in forming fuch another ; and, 
indeed, fo earntft were the requefts of them both on this fubje<ft, that it 
w^as neceflary to make fomething of a conditional promife, at leaft, 
for tlicir prefent fatisfaiftion. 

On the moinlng of the ictli the Captains of both ffilps accompanied' 
the King and 'riaiina in the jolly-boat, on fliore. They were met on 
the beach by three priefts, who chaunted a kind of fong, and prefented a 
fmall hog and cocoa-nut ; the former of which was given by the King to 
Captain Douglas.— Tiiis ceremony continued a!)out ten minutes, after 
which they were introduced into a large houfe fpread with mats, and a 
kind of paity-coloured cloth, when, after the repetition of ihefe cere- 
monies, and the prieft had chaunted a third fong, two baked hogs were 
brought ill, of whicli the Engliffi gentlemen alone eat, and then pro- 
ceeded 
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ceeded to take a walk, in which they were not interrupted by a (ingle 
perfon, as all the natives vitiQ tabooed on the occafion, and, of courfe, con- 
fined to their houfes. 

Nothing was feen in this little excurfion worth a repetition, but a clump 
of cocoa-nut trees, whofe trunks were pierced by the balls of the Refo- 
lution and the Difeovery. It being extremely hot, they returned and 
dined with the King, on frefh fifh and potatoes. — The other chiefs fat at 
fome diftance during dinner, and then made their meal on roafted dogs, 
taro-roots and potatoes ; as at this feafon of the year even the chiefs are 
forbidden to eat hogs and fowls, from the King down to the lowed Eree. 
In the evening the King and Q^een returned with Captain Douglas on 
board the Iphigenia, as they coafidered it to be a luxury of no common 
defeription to deep in his cot. 

This day was chiefly employed in killing and faking down the hogs; 
but as the coppers on board for heating the water were very fmall, they 
made, but flow progrefs in this neceflkry occupation. 

At three in tlie morning of the 14th, the fchooner came under the 
fkrn of the Jphigenia, when Captain Funter gave the very difagreeable 
information that (he had parted her cable. — After having moored her to 
the Iphigenia, Tianna was requefted to go on (hore, and entreat the King 
to fend off his divers, in order to recover the anchor ; and at eight o’clock 
he came off with them. — The fchooner having lain in thirty fathoms 
water, and not having loft more than three or four fathoms of cable, a 
very great depth muft have remained for the natives to have explored, in 
order to fuccecd in the buflnefs about which they were to be employed. 
The following ceremony, however, was to be performed, before they 
entered upon their fearch.: — When their canoes were arrived at the place 
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where the anclior lay, feveral calabalhes with taro- root were prefented by 
a chief to fix men, who employed about half an hour at the repaft; 
when one of the chiefs who accompanied them gave three loud yells, 
and waved a piece of white cloth over his head; at this fignal the fix 
men plunged into the fca, and difappeared in a moment. — Four of the 
fix remained beneath the water about five minutes; the fifth continued 
r.bout a minute longer, and when he came up was almoft exhaufted; 
two men immediately feized and dragged him to the boat : — In the 
mean lime there was no appearance of the fixth, who was confidered as 
lad, when he was fecn near the furface of the water, but finking down 
again ; three of the divers, however, plunged inflantly after him, and 
brought him up, but in a fenfelefs flate, and with dreams of blood if- 
fulng from his mouth and nodrils. — It was fome time before he was fuffici- 
ently recovered to inform them that he had not only got hold of the cable, 
but had cleared it. This man, according to the account of Captain Funter of 
the North Vv'cil: ^America, w^as beneath the water the fpace of feven mi- 
nutes and an half. It appeared, however, that the anchor was in- 
too great a depth of water to afford any profpcfl of its being recovered. — 
Tlwle people were amply rewarded for their exertions. 

Captain Douglas having given orders to right the anchor, thought it 
prudent to move further in towards the village of Kowrowa, and drop- 
ped anchor in twenty fathoms w'atcr, about a quarter of a mile from 
the fliore ; — but, finding it to be bad ground, a warp was run out, and 
the fiiip hauled into fourteen fathoms water. 

At day-light the jolly-boat was fent to found, when, on its being 
difeovered that the ground was by no means clear of the coral rock, on 
the Kowrowa fide, they weighed anchor, and warped the fhip oppofite 
Sandy Bay. on the Karakakooa fide, where they dropped the bower an- 
chor in twenty fathoms water, with a bottom of grey fand; the two points 

which 
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which form the baj, bearing Weft half North, to South one quarter 1-88. 
Weft, diftant off fhore about one mile. The evening was employed in 
killing and faking provifions. 

Tianna had now determined to remain at Owhyhee, as Tomc-homy- 
haw had given him a large trad of land in that ifland, where he would 
live in a ftate of honour and fecurity, which the reigning diftradions and 
jcaloufies of the government of Atooi would have denied him ; befidcs, it 
was a matter of no great difficulty to get his wife and the reft of his fa- 
mily from thence to his new feltlcmcnt. 

The weather having been very fqually to the Weftward for fome days rnday ly 
paft, Captain Douglas .was apprehenfive of a gale of wind blowing frqm 
the fca ; he was therefore determined to get under way, and go in feafeh 
of fome place, among the other iflands, where the veffels might lie in 
fafety.— In the morning, therefore, they unmoored the ftftp, but in 
heaving the fmall bower they found the cable had parted, — On the verjr 
inftant this difeovery was made, the King and his chiefs fecretly quitted 
the (hip and paddled hafiily to the fhore. — As the clinch was cut, to all 
appearance by defign, there was little doubt on whom to fix the mil- 
chief : Tianna, therefore, was fent to inform the King of the circum* 
ftance, as well as the fufpicions connected with it, and that if the an- 
chor was not found, his town fhould be blown about his ears. — This 
threat had the defired efTeift, for in a fliort time Tianna returned 
with a party of divers, who, after a repetition of the ceremonies 
already deferibed, leaped into tlic water and difappeared. — The long- 
eft period which any of them remained under water was four minutes, 
but no anchor was to be leen. — They were fent down a fecond time 
with the fame fuccefs. — At length the buoy-rope was hooked with, 
a fmall grapnel, fo that the divers had now no cxcufe whatever as to 
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the uncertainty where the anchor lay ; -accordingly two of them went 
down with a three and half inch rope, and bent it in twenty fathoms, 
as well as if they had been on fliore, fo that this important objed was 
fortunately recovered ; the lofs of which would have been very diftrefling, 
as they had only one bower left, and an heavy Iheet-anchor, but without 
any cable of fufficient ftrength to bring the latter to the bows. 

In the morning they had light breezes from the land, and as they 
were heaving up the anchor, in order to get an offing, an heavy fquall 
appearing to be brewing from the Weftward, the King, accompanied 
by Tiamia and feveral chiefs, came on board ; but the former, when he 
found that we fhot out from the bay, thought it time to depart, and ac- 
cordingly left the fhip, attended by upwards of an hundred canoes. 

As foon as they had got an offing they hove to, and the fquall clear- 
ing away, Tianna’s freafures were ordered to be brought upon deck.— 
They confided of faws of different kinds, gimblets, hatchets, adzes, 
knives and choppers, cloth of various fabrics, carpets of feveral colours, 
a confiderable quantity of China-ware, and ten bars of iron. — Thefc 
riches, for fuch they may be truly denominated to the owner of them, 
were not to be trufted in one bottom ; and as there yet remained about 
the (hip feveral double canoes that carried each from forty to fifty men, 
his trunk was banded into one of them, the bars of iron into another, 
and fo on, till he had no lefs than five canoes charged with his treafurc, 
which was fecurely lafhed to them.— Tianna, after entreating Captain 
Douglas again and again to bring his family from Atooi to Owhyhcc, 
took a moft affedionate leave of him and the whole crew, who had fo 
long been his conftant companions and friends ; nor were the latter with- 
out their emotions of regard, when they faw the chief, whofe amiable 
difpofition and fuperior qualities had won their finccre efteem through 

2 the 
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the connection of a long and dangerous voyage, about to be feparated 
from them. — As Tianna left the (hip, accompanied by a numerous 
train of his relations in their refpcCtive canoes, Captain Douglas ordered 
a falute of fcven guns, as a mark of efteem to that rcfpeClable chief, and 
immediately made fail to the North Weft. 

Though feveral European veflels have been off the ifland, yet as the 
Iphigenia alone had anchored in Karakakooa-bay, and Captain Douglas 
and his people were the only Europeans who have ventured on (bore at 
Owhyhee fince the unfortunate death of Captain Cook, the changes 
w^hich have taken place in the ifland fincc that lamentable event, as far as 
they came to the knowledge of Captain Douglas, may be confldered, per- 
haps, as a matter of fufficient curiofity to juftify a curfory mention of 
them. 

Many of the chiefs whom Captain King thought proper to partict>- 
larize, arc no more ; and among them the friendly Kaireekeea and the 
treacherous Koah but Eappo, the faithful Eappo, who may he remem- 
bered as having brought the bones of the illuftrious navigator to Captain 
Clerke, and who had married Tianna’s fifter, was now on board the 
Iphigenia, where he had lived ever fince her arrival off the ifland. As to 
the revolution in the government, the moft accurate account, in the 
opinion of Captain Douglas, was as folloAvs 

About three years after the death of Captain Cook, MalhaMaiha, — for 
that was the name which Tome-homy-havv then bore, — had occafion to 
fend a meffage to the King Terreeoboo, who, for fome reafon which did 
not appear, thought proper to put the mefl'enger to death. — But Maiha 
Maiha being a very powerful chief, and poffefiing a very bold and aiftive 
difpofition, contrived to unite the greater part of thofe of his own 
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1783. rank to join with him in forwarding his revenge. He, therefore, went 
DBCBMiEx. immediately to the King, who became fo irritated by his provoking ac- 
cufations, as to refent the infult by a blow. On this a£t, which we muft 
fuppofe to have been confidered as in the higheft degree criminal in the 
King himfelf, the Chiefs of the ifland' fat in judgment during three 
days, when it was determined by their councils, that Terreeoboo (hould 
fuffer death. A cup of poifon, therefore, was inflantly prepared, and 
being giv€!i to Maiha Maiha, was prefented by him to the King, who 
refufed it twice ; w’hen being informed that another and more diflio- 
nourable mode of punifliment w^as at hand, and ohferving that an execu- 
tioner flood by his fide, in a flate of preparation to knock out his 
brains, the wretched fovereign, in an agony of defpair, drank oft the 
deadly draught, and in a few moments fell from his feat and expired. 

The fame power uhich doomed Terreeoboo to death, deprived his 
Ion of the royal fucceirion, and Maiha Maiha -was proclaimed King, by 
the name of Tome-homy-haw. — Such was the moft probable hiftory of 
this revolution; — though the King himfelf took no common pains to 
perfuade Captain Douglas that Terreeoboo was poifoned for having 
encouraged the natives to the murder of Captain Cook. 

Tome-homy-haw, however, appeared to be rather an objcfl of fear 
than love among his fubjeds. — As far as could be obferved, he was of a 
tyrannic difpofition, and poflefled few of thofe .qualities which gain 
a fovereign the firfl of all titles,— the Father of his people. Captain 
Douglas mcjitions a circumftancc which proves at leaft, that if a blow 
from the hand or a weapon was confidered at Owhyhce as a capital 
elFence even in the King, the fame violence from the foot w^as, by no 
means, confidered as partaking of the fame crimirtal nature. — Some 
ipf the chiefs propofing, on feeing Captain Douglas fhavc himfelf, 
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that the King Ihould undergo the fame operation, his Majefty thought 
proper to kick them all, one after the other, not only without fear, but 
without mercy. 

On the 2ift the fhips made fail for Mowee, with the wind from the 
South. At noon theobferved latitude was 20® 36' North, diftant from 
Mowee four miles. A frefh gale fpringing up from the Southward, they 
ran up to the head of the bay, and had regular foundings from thirteen to 
five fathoms of water over coral- rock, with fome fpots of fand, where 
they might have anchored with fafety to their cables, if the wind had 
not blown fo frefh on fhore. They, therefore, hauled out of the bay, 
and fleered for the Weft point of the ifland. At fix in the evening, 
they dropped the fmall bower anchor in five fathoms and an half of 
water, over fand and fhells, and moored with the ftream anchor, half 
a cable each way. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

Arrive ojf JVoahoo, — Reception given by fiieeree^ King of it, Jo Captain Dou* 
glas, — 7 be Anchors of both Feffels hove up by the Natives,^Negotiation 
with the King for the Reftoratim of them.^^it JVoahoo, and proceed to 
Atooi, — Anchor in JVymoa Bay, — faheo, the Sovereign, retires up the 
Country, from an Apprehenfon of lianna's Arrival, — He returns, 
and his Alarms fubfide, — J^fts the Iphlgcnia, — The Deamefs of Pro^ 
vifons, — The fuppofedCaufes of it, — Captain Douglas cautioned of fecret 
Defgns againjl him, — His Condu^ thereon, — Ship and Rigging repaired, 
^Proceed towards Oneeheow,^Forced by contrary Calcs to JVoahoo.-^ 
Arrive in Tiraway Bay in Owhyhee. — Friendly Cmdubl of Tianna 
and the King. — Alliance entered into by the Princes of the neighbouring 
JJlands, in Favour of the Son of Terreeoboo.^^The AJfiftance given by 
Captain Douglas to the Sovereign of Owhyhee, and Tianna, — Defiription of 
Tiroway Bay. ^ Large ^antiiy of Provi/ions fent by Order of Tome homy- 
haw.--^it Owhyhee. — Difpute among the Seamen at JVymoa Bay, -^Proceed 
to Oneeheow for Tams. — Suit the Sandwich IJlands, to return to. the North 
JVeJJ Coafi of America. 

N O matenal occurrence took place from the irft, hot an attempt of 
the natives to cut the cable while the Iphigcnia was at anchor off the 
Ifland of Mowce, for wh’fch one of them received a very fevere correc- 
tion.-— They had continued, for feveral days, to beat about in fearch 
of a good anchoring place ; and on the 30th, they worked round the 
South Eaft end of the Ifland of Woahoo, and at eight hi the evening were 
2 clofe 
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clofe in with a large bay. — ^Thc following day at noon, on finding that 
the current fet them down towards a (hoal, which the fca broke over 
with great force, they made fail and pufhed out from the land, when they 
had five, four, and three and an half fathoms of water, about four 
miles from the fhore. At four in the afternoon they tacked and. flood 
in, to try for anchorage; but the wind blowing too frefh on land, and 
a number of fhoals aird banks being under their lee, they were obliged 
to put about. 

Having flood off till four in the morning, the wind drew round to 
the Eaflward, and brought clear, moderate weather. They were now in- 
formed by the natives that Titeeree, the King, lived on the Eaft-hde of 
the bay.— The jolly-boat was, therefore, fent to found oppofitc a Tandy 
bay, while the Iphigenia flood off under an eafy fail. At noon the 
jolly-boat made fignal for anchorage, when they accordingly run in and 
dropped the flream anchor in eleven fathoms of water, over fand and 
fhells, at the diftance of about three miles from a village, and two from 
an high bluff land on the Eaflcrn fide of the bay. The two extreme 
points which form this large bay, bearing from Weft half North, to 
Eaft South Eaft. It is called by the natives Witetcc, and the only 
good anchorage appears to be on the Eaftern fide : while the trade-wind 
blows, a veflel may ride in fafety ; but if the wind varies to the South 
Eaft or Weft, it then becomes dangerous, on account of the number of 
fhoals and hanks which it contains. 

After they had dropped anchor. Captain Douglas difpatched a pre- 
fent to the King, accompanied with an invitation to fee him, on board, 
and at four in the afternoon he paid a vifit to the Iphigenia; The fo- 
vereign of Woahoo was falutcd with the difeharge of five guns on hit 
arrival on board, and a fecond prefent of adzes, choppers 'and knives Wat 
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offered to him ; when he readily promifed that the taboo fliould be 
taken off the hogs, as far as it related to them, and that they fliould 
be plentifully fupplied from the iflands of Mowee, Ranai, Morotoi 
and Woahoo. 

In the morning the King repeated his vifit, bringing a prefcnt of hogs,, 
taro-root and potatoes, with a turtle, and feme flfli of the trout kind. — 
Early in the afternoon he went on (horc^ and fooii after Captain Douglas- 
followed him in the jolly-boat. He was received very cordially by Titeeree, 
who took him round the village, (hewed him feveral plantations, and 
conduced him to fame large ponds, which appeared to be full of fi(h. — 
He mentioned alfo feme others where he had a quantity of turtle, and 
promifed to bring one on board the next day. 

The next morning Titeeree vifited the (hip, with a prefent of a turtle 
and foine hogs.-— About ten o’clock a double canoe, fchooner rigged, 
came round the Eaft point of the bay. The natives were deceived as 
well as the people in the (hip ; for they all imagined it to be the North 
Weft America, which bad not been feen for Tome days, till the canoe came 
within a (hort diftance. She had got jib, main-fail and fore-fail as well 
as thofe of the fchooner. 

On the loth they were joined by Captain Funtcr, who had been beat* 
ing off the Weft point of the ifland for feveral days pad, without being 
able to join the Iphigenia. 

Nothing of material occurrence took place during the time which 
the veffels remained at Woahoo, except the lofs of both their anchors ; 
which Titeeree, who, in every other re(pe£l, behaved with the greateft 
kindnefs, contrived, though it blew a gale of wind, to heave up and 

get 
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get a-fhore, with their cables. As this was a lofs of the utmoft con- 
fequencc, and, fituatcd as they were, would have prevented their future 
progrefs, it became abfolutely neceflary to be very ferious in their en- 
deavours to recover them. The King did not attempt to hide the theft ; 
and the people whom Captain Douglas lent to him to demand the 
reftoration of the anchors and cables, faw them lying in his houfe. — 
Indeed, they feem to have been taken with no other view than to com- 
pel Captain Douglas to leave fome of his armourers at Woahoo, as the 
condition of their being reftored. However, the anchors, &c. were re- 
gained, on prefenting the King with a piftol, a mufquet, and a fmall 
quantity of ammunition*,, accompanied alfo with fome very neceflary 
menaces, that if he did not reftore the articles he had taken, his town 
Ihould be laid in alhes. 

After having laid in fuch a flock of provifions as it was in their pow^r 
to purchafe, and having filled fome calk‘d with water, at half paft five 
in the afternoon of the 25th, the two veflHs got under way, and flood 
out of the hav. At noon of the following day, the obferved latitude 
was 21° 23' North ; and the extremities of Woahoo bore from Eafl by 
South, to North Wefl by North, diflant from Ihore about four miles. 

At two in the afternoon, of the 26th, they faAv the Ifland of Atooi, 
bearing Wtfl by North half North ; and in the courfe of the night had 
aftrong current fetting againfl them, with the wind from the Weftward. 
At noon of the 29th, they dropped anchor iu Wymoa Bay, in twenty- 
three fathoms of water, over a muddy bottom*. — I'he two extreme points 
which form the bav, hearing from Eafl South Eafl, to Wefl North 
Weft. The Moral on Ihorc, bore North Eafl half North. 
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On the nrrival of the Iphigenia and the North Weft America off tlic 
idand, Taheo, the Kiiig, and all the chiefs, had gone to a confidcr.ihle 
cliftancc up the country, dreading the effe cts of Tianna’s anger, who, 
they had been informed, was on board one of the vefills, and had tabooed 
every thing on fliore : but as it was underftood that the chief, whofe 
vengeance was fo much dreaded, had been left at Owhyhee, meftengers 
were immediately fent after Talico, who in confequence of this infor- 
mation, returned in about three days to Wymoa; and on his arrival, 
icvtral canoes were font off with hu;;s potatoes and yams, for which a 
inoft exorbitant price was demanded. A coujde of hatchets, or eiglitcen 
inches of bar iron, wnscxpeflcd even for an hog but of a middle fize. 
This exorbitant difpofition arofe piincipally from the fiiggcdions of a 
l)oy, w]]ofe name was Snnuel Ultchcoch, who ii.id run away from Cap- 
tain Coliictt, and was become a great fa\'ourlre with Taheo hiinlclf— 
Indeed, fo great was his influence with the King, tliat one of tlie na- 
tives having ftolcn fiom him a finall piece of cloth wlfich lie wore round 
hir, middle, Taheo ordered the culprit to be purfued to the mountains, 
whitlicr he had fled, and wdieu the wretched creature was taken, both 
his eves were torn from their fockets, a pahoo was then driven through 
];is heart, and his flefli ftripped from the bones, as a bait for fliarks. 

But though Taheo returned to Wymoa, he was by no means without 
apprchcnfions as to his fafety ; i^or would he accept of Captain Douglas’s 
invitation to come on board the /Iphlgenia ; feigning, as an cxcufe, that 
he had been ill ufed by the crew of a fliip fome time before. This alarm, 
indeed, in a fnort time fubfided, and he paid his occafional vlfits to the 
fhip, and a friendly communication, at leaft to all appearance, took 
place between the natives and their European vifuors. 


At 
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At the fame time, It was hinted to Captain Douglas to be continually 
on his guard agnlnft the defigns of the King, and of Abinui his minlfter; 
and he was alfo informed of a poifonous root well known to the inha- 
bitants of the Sandwich Iflands, which when ground to powder, might 
be eahly fcattcred about the fliip, or thrown upon their clonths, without 
being obferved, and whofe power is of fuch a deadly nature, that if the 
fmalleft quantity of it fliould be inhaled by the mouth or the noftrils, 
the confequence is Immediate death. Captain Douglas, therefoie, though 
he did not very much fufpeft any murderous intention in '‘raheo, or his 
people, thought it a prudent precaution, at all events, to make known 
his intention, if any attempt was made to poifon any of the provifions 
fold to them, that lie would not leave a native alive whom he Ihould 
find within his reach. 

But though the quantity of hogs and roots which they could obtain 
at Atooi, were by no means equal to their expeftatioas, or fometimci 
even to their immediate necellities, opportunities were taken of doing 
confiderable fervlce, by making fuch repairs in the fails, cordage, and 
other articles, which were eflentially necefiary to the condition of both 
the veflels. It was therefore determined to proceed to Oneehcow ; and 
as Namitahaw, with fix of his relations, .and four women, expreflTcd their 
vvifhes to accompany Tianna’s wife and child to Ovvhyhee, he took them 
all on board, in the cxpcflation that they would be of very great fervice 
to him in procuring fuch provifions as he wanted, in the ifland he was 
proceeding to vifit. 

At two in the afternoon of Wednefday, the i8th of February, both w>*Miayii 
vcil'els got under way; and at fun-fetting, Wymoa Bay bore North Eaft, 

At noon of the following day, the South Weft end of Oneehcow bore Thurfday k) 
Weft, at the diftance of one mile. But ftrong gales coming on from 

the 


1789. 

JaN'UAKV. 



VOYAGES TO THE 



Flokiak Y, 


'•«luulr.\ 2 1 

5 2 


AloiiJjy '3 


Tiicfday »+ 


the North Well:, and finding that they drove a confiderable way to the 
Southward and Enllward oi* Oncehcow and Atooi, and there being every 
appearance that the wind would continue to the Wellward, Captain 
Douglas dctcriiiined to run over to Wonhoo, in order to get a frefli fupply 
of provlfions, as tlicy had killed their lall hog. Accordingly on Saturday 
the 2 1 11 , at four in the afternoon, a frelh gale fpringing up from North 
Nortli Well, tlicv bore away for Woahoo. At noon on the following 
day, tlicy pall the W’cdern point of W’ltetee Bay, the foundings being 
fiom fourteen to three fathoms of w'ater, and dlllant five or fix miles 
from the fiiore. Captain Dougins ohferves that this fhoal runs out 
fintherthan any he had ejicountcred among thefe iflands, and that it 
lies in tlic latitude of ar 22' North, and the longitude of 202° 15' Eaft 
of Grccnwicli. 

In the morning of the 23d, they came to their former anchoring 
ground ; and at nine, Titeercc came on board, and fome of the palTen- 
geis having informed him of the price paid for provilions at Atooi, he 
was dlfpofed to imitate the exorbitant demands of the neighbouring 
ifland ; and no Inconfiderable quantity of powder and fhot, for thofe were 
now become the favourite articles, was demanded for a fingle hog ; fo 
that very peremptory methods were obliged to be employed in order to 
procure the necelTuy fupplies. 

A frelh breeze fpringing up from the Weft ward about noon, on the 
24th, Captain Douglas embraced the favourable occafioii to get over 
to Owhyhee, where he hoped to find greater plenty, and more rea- 
fonable demands. 

At noon on the 2d of March, Owhyhee bore from North half Weft, 
to South Eaft by South, diftant from the ftiore about two leagues ; and 

very 



NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA. 

very ftiortly after Tiaiina came on board from a part of the Ifland 
called Toec-Hyc,— and when he had indulged himfclf for fome time in 
the opprefTive joy of yearning nature at the fight of his wife and child, 
he conduced the fhip into a bay called by the natives Tiroway; 
and at four in the afternoon, they anchored in fixtecn fathoms of water, 
over a fine fand, the two extreme points bearing from South South 
Eaft half Eaft, diftant from the fhore about a mile and an half* In 
the evening, by the provident care of Tianna, they received a confi- 
derablc quantity of refre fitments. Early in the morning the jolly-boat 
was fent to found the bay, when good ground was found all acrofs 
it, from fourteen to twenty-two fathoms of water, over a fine brown 
fand. 

The King having been on a fifhing party, he did not arrive till four in 
the afternoon ; when he came, accompanied by his Q^een and daughter, 
in two difpaich boats, having quitted his heavy canoes and attendants. 
He appeared to be overjoyed at their return, — expreffed his hopes that 
Tianna had paid them all proper attention in his abfence, and affured them 
that his power in the ifland, and all he himfelf poflefled in it, was at 
their command. Indeed, the quantity of provifions with which he 
caufed them to be furnifhed, and his anxious endeavours to forward the 
wiflies of Captain Douglas in every thing, proved, beyond a doubt, the 
finecrity of his profeflions. 

The next day at an early hour. Tome- homy -haw, Tianna, and fevcral 
other chiefs, came on board the Iphigenia, and foon after the whole com- 
pany were difmiffed by the King, except Tianna ; and having thrown a 
feathered cloak over Captain Douglas, the chief, in the name of the fove^ 
reign and himfelf, began to unfold the fecrets of their political fituation. 
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He ftated that Taheo, king of Atooi, and Titccrcc, the fovereign of 
Mowee, Ranai, Morotoi, and Woahoo, had enttfred into a compaft with 
Terreemoweerce, the furviving fon of Tcrrceoboo, who lived on the 
weather- (ide of the ifland, to difpoffefs Tome-homy-haw of his rank 
and power, for no other reafbn but becaufe he had permitted Tianna to 
fix his fettlement at Owhyhee: — That Taheo had been furniflicd by 
the Captains Portlock, Dixon, 6cc. with a quantity of arms and am* 
m'Jiiition, on an exprefs condition that he would not afford any fup- 
plies whatever to Captain Meares and his affociates ; — for the truth 
of which information, lie appealed to the reception which that gen*^ 
tlcman had lately found on putting into the ifland of Atooi, where 
lie could not obtain any refrcfhment of any kind : — And Tianna, with 
tears in his eyes, and the mofl affedingexpreflions, declared his apprehen- 
fions of the diftrefs which Captain Meares and his crew muft have fuf- 
fered from the want of provifions before he reached Macao, if he fliould 
have been able, by any means, to have compleated his voyage to China. 
The fpeech, which was of confiderable length, concluded with entreat- 
ing Captain Douglas to leave two of his men behind him, till his 
return from America, together with a fwivel gun, his own fowling- 
piece, and whatever other arms and ammunition could be fpared by 
him. 

The preparations which Captain Douglas had feen at the other iflands, 
and the great demand he had experienced for powder, (hot and muf- 
quets, induced him to give fome credit to the fcheme which Tianna 
had juft mentioned : he, therefore, complied with that part of the requeft 
which related to the fire-arms, and immediately ordered the carpenter 
on ftiorc, to form a ftage on one of the largcft double canoes, to receive 
the fwivel. 
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In the afternoon of the following day, the carpenter having finiflied 
the canoe, (he was brought along-fide the Iphigenia, . when the gun 
was mounted ; but it was with great difficulty that the King could pre- 
vail on his people to keep their paddles in their hands while he difeharged 
the piece. 

At fix in the morning, the wind being from the Southward and Eaft- 
ward, a fignal was made for the King to come on board, when they got 
under way, fleering for the bay of Toee-Hye. The King was accompa- 
nied by his Queen, Tianna and other principal chiefs, while thofe of an 
inferior rank attended the fhip in a fleet of thirty canoes. Tiroway- 
Bay, which they now quitted, is fuperior in many refpedls to that of 
Karakakooa, the ground being extremely good, with not a fpot of 
coral rock in any part of it : befides, veflels may lie at fuch a diftance 
from the fhore, that if the wind blows, they can clear the land with 
fafety. The latitude of the fhip at anchor was 19® 4' North. At half 
paft five in the afternoon, the befl bower anchor was dropped in ten 
fathoms of water, oppofite the village of Toee-Hye, the two extreme 
points of this large bay bearing from South Wefl by South, to North 
Weft by North, diftant from the fhore three miles. 

In the evening, the King and his company went on fhore ;■ and on the 
following morning fent off a prefent of thirty hogs, a quantity of fait, 
cocoa-nuts, potatoes, and taro. As the trade-wind was now blowing 
frefh. Captain Douglas requefted that he might, if poffible, be favoured 
with immediate fupplies, as he was in hafte to fail for America. — 
Tome-homy-haw, therefore, difpatchcd meffengers up the country, with 
orders for every one who had an hog to bring it immediately to the vil- 
lage, on pain of death : and at ten the next morning, he himfelf came 
off with a prefent of fifty hogs, fomc of which weighed fifteen flone. — 

Yy 2 In 


35S 

1789. 

March. 
Tburfday 5 


Friday 6 


Saturday 7 


Sun da) I 



VOYAGES TO THE 


356 

1789. 

M i»CH. 


Monday 9 

Thurfday la 
Fiiday 13 


fatitrday 14 


In the courfe of the day other noceffary articles were fent on board ; 
and amongft other things were twelve gocfc. It may be a matter of 
curiofity to mention that, at the fame time, a boat came into the bay 
with a cock and hen turkey. Thefe animals were going round to breed 
at the village of Wipeeo. The hen, we were told, had already fat 
twice, in different parts of the ifland, and reared her broods to the num- 
ber of twenty ; fo that in a few years there will be a great abundance of 
that fpecies of fowl in thefe iflands. 

In the evening Captain Douglas, after prefenting fome fire-arms and 
ammunition to the King and Tianna, took his leave of them ; and at 
midnight they got under way. Their latitude at noon, on the next 
day, was 30° 2 1' North. They now proceeded to Woahoo, where having 
got a confiderable quantity of wood, and made fome addition to the 
(lock of taro and fugar-cane, they continued their courfe to Atooi ; and 
in the evening of the 12th came to an anchor about two miles to tho 
Eaflward of the anchoring-ground. At day-light on the 15th, they 
got the boats out, and towed the fhip into her former birth. Taheo 
and the other principal chiefs were gone to Punna, and Abinui was the 
only perfon of coiifequencc remaining at Wymoa, who fent a prefent 
of an hog on board, but did not think proper to accompany it. 

In the morning, the long-boat was fent on fhore for water, when the 
men on duty got to quarrelling with fo much violence, as to draw their 
knives againft each other ; and when Mr. Viana attempted to part them, 
a fcaman, of the name of Jones, threatened to knock him down. As 
fuch a diflurbance, if not checked in time, might have been attended 
with confequenccs that would prove fatal to the voyage. Captain Doug- 
las ordered Jones to immediate punlfhraent ; to which, with the moft 
horrid execrations, he refufed to fubmit, and run for the fore- top, in ex- 

pe(flatiou 



NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA. 

pe6lation of meeting with the blunderbuffcs which were genetally kept 
there primed and loaded, in cafe of an attack from the natives, but was 
prevented from gaining his objcdl by Captain Douglas, who fired a piftol 
over his head, and threatened him with a fecond difch'arge if he pro- 
ceeded another ftep. But as it was very evident that feveral of the 
fhip*s crew were difpofed to fupport him, he was ordered cither to 
deliver himfelf up to punifhment, or inftantly to leave the fhip ; which 
he did without the Icall hefitation, and tranquillity was immediately 
rellored. 

Having Compleated their watering, at five in the afternoon they got 
under way for Oneeheow, in order to obtain a fupply of yams. But 
being prevented by adverfe winds, and a current running ftrong from 
the Northward, to make Yam Bay, they were forced, to avoid being 
driven to the leeward, to bear up for the other bay ; and in the afternoon 
of the following day, they dropped anchor in thirteen fathoms of water ; 
the bearings of the two points being from South by Eaft, to North by 
Eaft; the fmall iflandof Tahoora bore at the fiime time, South South 
Weft half Weft, diftant from the fhorc one mile and an half. In the 
evening, Captain Douglas being informed of adefign agitated by feveral 
of the feamen to go off* with the jolly-boat, gave orders to the officers 
to keep a ftrid watch ; ncverthelefs, during the night, the quarter- 
mafter and two of the failors had got on ftiore in fome of the canoes 
that were along-fide. They had formed a plan to get off with the boat, 
and at the fame time to fet fire to the fhip ; but being prevented in 
their diabolical enterprlfe, they had taken an opportunity toefcape to the 
ifland. Two of them, however, by the active zeal of honeft Friday, a 
native of Oneeheow, who has already been mentioned in thefe pages 
with the efteem he fo well deferves, were fhortly brought back to the* 
(hip ; but the quartcr-maftcr, who was the ringleader ia the mifehief, 
S could 
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MiicH. behind : for fuch was the fituation of both veffels, being in want of many 

necelTary articles,— the North Weft America haring alfo loft her an* 
chor,— that though, according to his inftrudions. Captain Douglas 
was to hare proceeded to the Northward, he was under the neceffity 
of difobeying them, and proceeding immediately to the Coaft of Ame- 
rica, where he had erery reafon to hope he (hould meet with a (hip 
from China. 

The Iphigenia and the Schooner had now been -near four months 
among thefe iflands ; and it is to the honour of Captain Douglas, that he 
conducted himfelf with that prudent attention to circumftances, as to 
bare aroided any ferious difpute with the natires of any of them. 
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l*hty leave Oneeheow^ and proceed on their Return to the North Wefi Coaji of 
America, — Pafs Bird IJland, — Particular Circumfiance refpeSling the Com* 
pafs, — The Arrival of the Iphigenia and the North West America at 
Nootka Sound,— ‘The latter dif patched on a Trading Voyage^ and the Reafons 
of it. — The Arrival of a Spanijh Ship. — The Condudi of the Spanijh Com* 
mander. — Seizure of Iphigenia, ^c . — She is obliged to leave Nootka 
Sounds and proceeds to the Northward. — Tirade with the Natives of the 
Coajl.— Anchor off a Village named Fort Pitt.—Defcripiion of BuccleugPs 
Sound.— Anchor in Haines'" s Cove.— A JVar threatened between two Tribes 
of Natives.— ‘The Means employed to prevent it. — An Account of Mac 
Intire^s Bay.— Examine Cox"s Channel . — A Defgn formed by the Natives 
to get PoJfeJJion of the Ship. — Difeevered to Captain Douglas by the Women, 

— Friendly Condudl of a Chief named Blakow.—All the Bar~Iron ex* 
pended.— Pafs Cox's Channel. — Trade with the Natives of Tatanee , — 

Sluit the Coajl of America.— Return to the Sandwich Iflands.—Fortu* 
nate Efcape from a Defgn of the King and Chiefs of Owhyhee on 
Captain Douglas and his People, ^c.— Touch at the different IJlands 
for Provifions, t3c.— Proceed on their Voyage to China. — Arrive ff 
Macao, t3c, 

T T AVI N G got about a month’s ftore of yams, the two vcflels 
fet fail ; and having loft fight of the ifland of Oneeheow on the 
18th, they proceeded in company to the North Weft, with the wind Wedoefdayii 
from North North Eaft. At three the next morning, land was feen 
a-head ; and at four, being almoft clofe up with it, they hove to till 
day light. 


This 
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This ifland or rock, bears the form of a faddle, high at each end, and 
low ill the middle. To the South it is covered with verdure ; but 
on the North, Weft and Eaft (ides, it is a barren rock, perpendicu- 
larly fteep, and did not appear to be acceflible but to the feathered 
race, with which it abounds. It was therefore named Bird Ifland. It 
lies in the latitude of 23^07' North, and in the longitude of 198° 10' 
Eaft, by a medium of feveral obferved diftances of the fun and moon. 

Nothing very material took place during the voyage of the Iphi- 
genia and North Weft America back to Nootka Sound. They both 
fuffered thofe inconvenlencies which may be fuppofed to arife from the 
fcanty ftore of many articles neceflary for the comfort and navigation of 
a fhip.— It may be proper, however, to mention, that in the beginning of 
April, for two or three days together, it became impoflible to ftcer the fliip, 

the compafles flying about each way four or five points in a moment. 

Captain Douglas remarks, that he experienced the fame phaenomcnon 
laft year about the fame latitude. The latitude at this time was from 
36° 19' to 36° 10' North, and the longitude from 208° 15' to 210® 13'. 

The whole tranfaflions concerning the Iphigcnia, after her arrival at 
Nootka Sound, with the condudl of the Spanifh commander, which have 
formed a fubje<ft of difpute between the Crowns of Great Britain and 
Spain, are ftated at large in the Memorial prefented by me to the Houfe 
of Commons ; — I muft therefore refer the reader to the Appendix of 
this volume, where he will find the Memorial, with various other 
papers, explanatory of the mercantile plans and operations of the 
Aflbciated Company for carrying on a Trade between China and the 
North Weft Coaft of America. 


The 
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The Iphigenia being permitted by the Spanifh commodore to depart, 
they quitted Friendly Cove, as is feen in the Memorial, and continued 
their courfe to the Northward, with the wind at South Eaft. — At fun- 
fet on the 4th, the Southern extremity of Charlotte’s Iflands bore 
from Weft North Weft, to Weft by South, diftaiit two leagues. — At 
noon the next day the weather was thick and foggy,— The latitude by 
account was 52° 33' North ; longitude 228° 27' Eaft, 

In the morning of the 6th tlie fog cleared away, and there were a great 
number of fea-otters playing round the ftiip. — At eleven they faw a 
fmall barren ifland. — At noon the latitude by account was 54^ 7' North, 

and the longitude 229® 9' Eaft At three in the afternoon, the current 

having fet them to leeward, and out of fight of the Ifland, and being 
furrounded with a number of fmall iflets and rocks, they bore up to look 
out for feme place of (belter before night. — At five they pafled between 
a low ifland and the main land. — At ten it fell calm, and the current 
fet them down to a fmall ifland, and no foundings to be obtained with 
eighty fatlioms of line ; the boats were therefore hoifted out, and the (hip 
towed clear of the ifland, into 26 fathoms water, when they dropped the 
ftream anchor over a muddy g;rouncL 

At break of day it was low water, when a ledge of rocks was feen 
above water, within lefs than a cable’s length of the (hip : a breeze fpring- 
ing up, they weighed anchor and worked out of the found. At eleven 
the wind dying away, the ftream anchor was dropped in fifty- five fa- 
thoms water, at the entrance of the found. At noon a breeze fprung up 
from the South Eaft, when they weighed and ftood to the South Weft. 
The latitude by obfervation was 54® 45' North, and the longitude 229® 1 5' 
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The weather was now become fair and moderate ; and the early part 
of the afternoon, on obferving a canoe paddling towards the (hip, they 
(hortened fail, and purchafed three cotfacks of the fea-otter’s (kin.— The 
natives made Captain Douglas underftand that there were more nickees at 
a village to which they pointed. — He therefore wore, and (food to the 
North Eaft, in company with the canoe ; and at (ix dropped the ftream 
anchor in thirty five fathoms water, oppofite a village which (lands upon 
an high rock, and has the appearance of a fort. This place, which is in the 
latitude of 54° 58', longitude 229° 43' Eaft, Captain Douglas named Fort 
Pitt. They bought feveral otter* (Icins of the natives; but in the morn- 
ing, there being no (igns of any further traffic, they weighed anchor 
and (food to the Weft ward. — At noon the obferved latitude was 54° 46', 
and the longitude 229® 12' Eaft. 

In this large found, which was now named Buccleugh’s Sound, there 
are feveral arms and branches, fome of which take an Eafterly diredion, 

and run as far as the eye could reach ; one or two others took a Norther- 

% 

ly dircdlion, and, in the opinion of Captain Douglas, communicate 
with Port Meares and Sea Otter Sound. — The two capes, which form 
Buccleuglds Sound, were named Cape Farmer and Cape Murray. — The 
former, which is the Soutliernmoft, lies in the latitude of 54® 35' North, 
longitude 229° 16 ' Eaft ; and the latitude of the latter is 54° 43' North, 
and its longitude 228® 10' Eaft. — A lowifland, covered with trees, about 
three leagues in circumference, which they palfed the day before, and 
lies off Cape Farmer, was named Petries Ifland. — It is in the latitude of 
54° 42', and in the longitude of 229° 20'. — An high mountain on the 
Weft fide of the found, where they perceived the appearance of a village 
with their glaflfes, was called Mount Saint Lazaro. — It lies in the latitude 
of 54° 52' North; longitude 228° 56' Eaft. At eleven at night they 
made fail to clear a fmall rocky ifland that lies off Cape Murray. 


At 
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At noon the next da}' the entrance of Port Meares bore Weft by North, 
but having only the nine inch cable which was got from the Spaniards, 
Captain Douglas did not think it prudent to bring up there, on account 
of its expofure to the South Eaft winds ; but having, at this time a lead- 
ing breeze, they fteered right up the found, palling 1‘cvcn or eight iflands 
which lie in the middle of it. — In the afternoon the long-boat was ordered 
out, and an officer fent to found and difeover fome place of ffielter. — In 
about three hours he returned, having found out a fine cove, about four 
miles higher up the found ; and at feven in the evening they dropped 
the bower anchor in fifteen fathoms water, over fand and (hells, about 
half a mile from the larboard fhore, and at twice that diftance from the 
ftarboard fhore. 

Captain Douglas reprefeiits this harbour as by much the beft he had 
feen on the coaft of America. — The entrance of it is not more than half 
a mile from fhore to fhore, off which an ifland is fituated of about a mile 
in circumference ; fo that a veflel may lay there in a ftate of fecurity 
from all winds. — At the bottom of this cove, which is about two miles 
from the entrance, there is a very fine beach, and in the middle of it 
there is alfc a fmall ifland, round which the tide flow^s : — It was named 
Haines’s Cove, and is in the latitude of 54.® 5^' North, and longitude 
228° 3' Eaft. 

Several fucceeding days were employed in purchafing furs, fifli, and 
oil, and making fome neceflary repairs to the fhlp and rigging: — Nor 
did any thing material happen till the afternoon of the J7th, when the 
chiefs of the two villages, on different fidcs of the cove, having had 
fome dlfagreement, they prepared for war, and a very bloody confilc? , to 
all appearance, was prevented, by the interpofition of the women, which, 
after a very loud and angry debate, that lafted upwards of an hour, pro- 
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duced a reconciliation betwceen the hoftile parties. — One of the chiefs, 
attended by his canoes, paddled round the Tphigenia, andchaunted a fong 
.as an acknowledgment to Captain Douglas, that he had not taken part 
in the difpute ; while the other party were received at the village of their 
tribe, by the women and children, with the tuneful acclamations of wel- 
come or of triumph. 

At eight o’clock, on the morning of the 19th, a breeze fpringing up 
from the South Well, they weighed anchor, and made fail out of the 
cove. — At noon, the extremes of the land, from Cape Murray, which 
forms Port Meares, bore North Eaft by Eaft, to an high bluff, which 
was now named Cape Irving : — The latter lies in the latitude of 54° 49' 
North, and the longitude 227° 43' Eaft. — The two capes, bearing about 
Eaft and Weft from each other. — The North Weft point of Charlotte’s 
Iflands alfo bore South by Weft half Weft, diftaiit twelve or fourteen 
leagues. 

The weather was moderate and cloudy, with the wind from the South 
Weft. — At fun-fet, there being the appearance of an inlet, which bore 
South South Weft, they ftood acrofs a deep bay, when they had Irregu- 
lar foundings, from twenty fix to eleven fathoms water, at the diftance 
of two leagues from the fliorc the wind dying away they dropped the 
ftream-anchor, the two points which form the bay, bearing from Weft, 
one quarter North, to North Eaft half Eaft, diftant from the fhore four 
miles. It was now named Intire’s Bay, and lies in the latitude of 
53 ^ 58' North, and longitude 228° 6' Eaft. 

In the morning of the 20th, the long-boat was difpatched to the 
bead of the bay, to difeover if there was any paffage up the inlet; — 
and the account received on her return was, that toward the head of the 
a bay 
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bay a bar run acrofs, on which the long-boat got a-ground ; but that 178S* 
within it there was the appearance of a large found. Several canoes 
now came along-fide the ftiip, and having purchafcd their ftock of furs, 

Captain Douglas got under way to look into an inlet which he had 
obferved the preceding year. — At noon it was exceeding hazy, and no 
obfcrvation was made. 

Early in the afternoon the long-boat was fent, well manned and armed, 
to examine the inlet and found for anchorage ; and foon after, twelve 
canoes being feeii making their way towards her, ^hilc feveral others 
were coming off to the fhip, Captain Douglas made fail after the long-boat* 
which had already made a fignal for anchorage.-~-At five o’clock they 
dropped the bower anchor in twenty-five fathoms water, about four 
miles from the fhore, and two from a fmall barren, rocky ifland, which 
happened to prove the refidence of a chief, named Blakow-Conechaw, 
whom Captain Douglas had feen on the coaft in his laft voyage.— «He 
came immediately on board, and welcomed the arrival of the fhip with a 
fong, to which two hundred of his people formed a chorus of the moft 
pleafmg melody — When the voices ceafed, he paid Captain Douglas the 
compliment of cxclianging names with him, after the manner of die 
chiefs of the Sandwich Iflaiids. 

At feven in the morning they flood up the inlet, and at nine came Sunday jr 
to in eighteen fathoms water, when they moored the fhip with the 
flream-anchor. Through this channel, which is formed by Charlotte’s 
1 hands, and an ifland that lies off the Weft end of it, the tide was 
found to run very rapid. The paflage takes its courfc Eaft and Weft, 
about ten or tw'elve miles, and forms a communication with the open 
fea.— -It was now named Cox’s Channel. — Very foon after tlie fliip w'as 
moored, the long-boat was fent to found in the mid-channel, but no 

foundings 
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foundings could be obtained with eighty fathoms of line ; but near the 
rocks, on the ilarboard Ihore, they had twenty and thirty fathoms 
water. 

Having been vifited tlie preceding night by two canoes, which lay on 
their paddles, and dropped down with the tide, as was fuppofed, inex- 
pe£lation of finding us all afleep, they were defired to keep off, and 
finding therafelvcs dlfcovered they made haflily for the fhore. As no 
orders had been given to fire at any boat, however fiifpicious its appear- 
ance might be, thefe people were fuffered to retreat without being inter- 
rupted. — This night, however, there happened to be feveral women on 
board, and tliey gave Captain Douglas to underftand, that if he or his 
crew fhould fall afleep, all their heads would be cut off, as a plan had 
been formed by a confiderable number of the natives, as fooii as the lights 
were out, to make an attempt upon the fhip.— The gunner therefore re- 
ceived his inflrudions, in confequence of this information, and foon after 
the lights were extinguifhed, on feeing a canoe coming out from among 
the rocks, he gave the alarm, and fired a gun over her, whicii was accom- 
panied by the difeharge of feveral mulkets, which drove her back again 
with the utmoft prccipation. 

In the morning the old chief, Blakow Coneehaw, made a long fpeech 
from the beach; and the long-boat going on fliore for wood, there were 
i;pwards of forty men iffued from behind a rock, and held up. a tliimble 
and Tome other trifling things, which they had flolen from the fhip ; — 
but wlicn they found that the party did not Intend to molefl: them, they 
gave a very ready and adllve afliflance in cutting wood, and bringing 
the water-cafks down to the boat.— Some time after the chief came on 
board, arrayed, as may be fuppofed, in a fafliion of extraordinary ccre- 
•mony, having four Ikiiis of the ermine hanging from each ear, and one 

3 from 
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from his nofc ; when, after Captain Douglas had cxplairned to him the 
reafon of their firing the preceding night, he firft made a long Ipcech to 
his own people, and then affured him that the attempt which had been 
made, was by fome of the tribe who inhabited the oppofite (horc; and 
entreated, if they (hoiild repeat tlieir nodlurhal vifit, that they might be 
killed as they deferved.— He added, that he had left his houfe, in order 
to live along-fide the (hip, for the purpofe of its proteflion, and that he 
himfelf had commanded the women to give that Information which. they 
had communicated. — ^This old man exerclfed the moft friendly fervices 
in his power to Captain Douglas, and pofleffed a degree of authority 
over his tribe, very fuperior to that of any other chief whom they had 
fecn on the Coaftbf America. 

In the afternoon Captain Douglas took the long-boat and ran acrofs 
the channel, to an ifland which lay between the (hip and the village of 
Tatanee, and invited the chief to be of the party; who, having fecn 
him pull up the wild parlley and eat it, he was fo attentive as to order a 
large quantity of it, with fome faimon, to be fent on board every 
morning. 

At fix o’clock in the morning of the 2^, finding the ground to be bad, 
they ran acrofs the channel to a fmall harbour, which is named BeaUa 
Harbour, on the Tartanee fide ; and at ten dropped anchor in nineteen 
fathoms water, about half a cable’s length from the (bore ; the land 
locked all round, and the great wooden images of Tartanee bore Eaft, 
one quarter North ; the village on the oppofite (hore bearing South half 
Weft.— This harbour is in the latitude of 54° 18' North, and longitude 
%zf 6' Eaft.— It was high water there at the change, twenty minutes 
paft midnight; and the tide flows from the Weftward, fixtccn feet per- 
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pendicular. — The night tides were higher, by two feet, than thofe of 
the day. 

The three following days were employed in purchafing fkins, and pre- 
paring to depart ; but as all the ftock of iron was expended they were 
under the neceflity of cutting up the hatch-bars and chain plates. 

On the morning of the 27th, as foon as the chief returned™, who had 
gone on (hore the preceding evening, to get a frt lh fupply of provifions-, 
Captain Douglas gave orders to unmoor, and a breeze fpringing up, at 
half part nine they got under way, and fteered through Cox’s channel, 
with feveral canoes in tow. — At eleven, having got out of the flrength 
of the tide, which run very rapid, they hove to, and a brllk trade com- 
menced with the natives, who bartered their fkins for coats, jackets, 
trowfers, pots, kettles, frying-pans, wa(h-hand bafons, and whatever 
articles of a fimilar nature could be procured, cither from the officers or 
the men ; but they refufed to take any more of the chain-plates, as the 
iron of which they were made proved fo brittle that it broke in their ma- 
nufacturing of it. — The lofs of the iron and other articles of trade, 
which had been taken out of the Ihip by the Spaniards, was now very 
fevercly felt, as the natives carried back no fmall quantity of furs, which 
Captain Douglas had not the means of purchafing. 

This tribe is very numerous ; and the village of Tartanee (lands on a 
very fine fpot of ground, round which was fome appearance of cultiva- 
tion ; and in one place in particular it was evident that ieed had been 
lately fown.— In all probability Captain Gray, in the floop Walhington, 
had fallen in with this tribe, and employed his confideratc friendlhip in 
forming this garden; but this is mere matter of conjecture, as the real 
could not be learned from the natives. From the fame benevolent 

fpirit 
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fpirit Captain Douglas lilmfelf planted fome beans, and gave the natives 
a quantity for the fame ufeful purpofe ; and there is little doubt but 
that excellent and wholefome vegetable, at this time, forms an article 
of luxury in the village of Tatanee. This people, indeed, were fo fond 
of the cookery pra(fllfed on board the Iphigenia, that they very frequently 
refufed to traffic with their (kins, till they had been taken down to the 
cabin, and regaled with a previous entertainment. 

The weather had been fo thick and hazy, fince they had quitted Noot- 
ka Sound, that it was impoffible to get a fight of the moon or ftars for 
the purpofe of making an obfervation ; Captain Douglas, therefore, was 
under the neceffity of reducing the longitude of the different places which 
he vifited, from the obfervations he had made during his voyage of the 
preceding year, 

The Iphigenia now proceeded on her way to the Sandwich Iflands, 
and without the intervention of any occurrence that merits a particular 
relation and it appeared on the iSth of July, by a medium of feveral 
obfervations, that fhe was in the longitude of 306° 20'. And at fun-rife of 
the 20th, the extremes of Owhyhce bore from North Eaft by North, to 
South half Eafl, two leagues off fliore. 

The fecond vlfit of Captain Douglas to thefe iflands had well nigh 
completed the misfortunes of his voyage; — as a plan had been formed by 
the chiefs of Owhyhee to cut him off with his crew, and then to rob and 
deflroy the (hip. — Indeed it was in a great meafure owing to the manly 
and prudent condufl of Captain Douglas that this feheme, which was 
regularly formed and adjufted, proved abortive. — This defign was to have 
been executed on board the Iphigenia ; and the treacherous chiefs, who 
were to have taken the lead in the bufinefs, had already introduced them- 
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1 7S9. felvcs into the Ihip*— One of them had got a plftol, others held daggers in 

their hands ; and, as it may be fuppofed, all were, in fome way or other, 
fecrctly armed, bccaufe, as it afterwards appeared, each had his allotted part 
to perform in the intended maflacre. The king’s elder brother and Aropee 
had engaged to kill Captain Douglas Pareeonow was appointed to ftab 
Mr. Adamfon, the principal officer Terreametee, the younger brother 
of the king, was to perform the fame inhuman office for the boatfwain, 
and the other chiefs had each his murderous work affigned him ; which 
being compleated, a fignal was to have been given for the natives, who 
lay in their canoes, to get on board, and to throw all that remained alive 
into the fea. — The vclTel was then to have been pulled in pieces, and 
carried up into the mountains, in order to prevent any fufpicions of what 
had happened from alarming fuch ftrangers as might vifit the ifland at 
any future period. 

Such was the account which Tianna gave to Captain Douglas, 
with tears and lamentations, of the intended tragedy, in which, though 
he could not prevent the defign, he refufed to co-operate, and had em- 
ployed his fervant to give notice of it ; but the man had been fo clofcly 
watched by fome or other of the chiefs, that he had not found an op- 
portunity to make the purpofed communication. 

When, however. Captain Douglas faw the chiefs armed, and found 
that the queen had been fccretly conveyed away from the fhip : he 
began to fufpedl mifehief and acted accordingly. He took care, in 
the firft place, not to betray any ligns of apprehenfion or alarm ; and 
very properly conceiving that if he (hould call his people up to prevent 
the apparent danger, it might drive the infidious people to fome ad of 
defpair that might produce very fatal confequeiices to the (hip, — he 
determined to try a more tranquil method ; and, under various pre- 
tences, 
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tcnces, got a piftol from one of the chiefs, and a dagger from 
another, and being armed himfelf, he waited with impatience for the ar- 
rival of Tianna, who w'as on (here, to determine in what manner he (hould 
finally piocecd. In a very (hort time that chief came on board, and 
Captain Douglas taking him alone into his cabin and bolting the door, 
he infifted upon being informed concerning the intentions of the king 
and his people, when Tianna threw himfelf upon the floor, in an agony 
of diftrefs, and unfolded what has been already related, — laid the whole 
blame on the king, and recommended that he fhould be inftantly put 
to death. Captain Douglas immediately jumped on deck, with a 
loaded piftol in each hand, which had fuch an effedt on the chiefs, who 
were aflembled there, that they quitted the fhip in an inftant, and 
drove their canoe fwiftly to the fhore. 

Such an hoftile and treacherous condu£l in the king and his attend- 
ants, as we have juft related, might be fuppofed to have broken off all 
intercourfe between the fhip and the natives ; but as it was abfolutcly 
neceflary to procure provifions for the future part of the voyage, an 
humiliating apology was received from Tome-homy-haw, for what 
liad pafled, who laid all the blame on his chiefs; and a communication 
w’as renewed with the natives, which produced great plenty of hogs 
and fruit, as well as bafs-rope, the latter article being provided on ac- 
count of the miferable ftate of the cordage, &c, on board the fhip. 

On the 27th, Captain Douglas, after having left letters for myfelf 
and Captain Fuiiter, in cafe either of us fliould touch at Owhyhee, 
quitted the ifland. — Tome-homy-haw, to the laft, intreated forgivenefs, 
and expreffed the deepeft concern for the alarm which he and his chiefs 
had occafioned ; and Tianna, with all the fenfibility of an honeft and in- 
genuous mind, continued to lament it.— Indeed, fuch was their condud 
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tudbchavionr when the moment approached for the IphlgenLi to depart, 
that there can be no doubt but that BritKh (hips will hereafter find in 
thisifland, all the comfort, proteftion, and friendfliip, which 'Ibmc- 
boroy-haw and Tianna may have it in their power to procure them* 

On the following day they came to an anchor in WiteteeBay, In the 
Ifland ofWoahoo; but every article of trade being now expended, the 
armourers were ordered to cut up the rudder chains, In order to pur- 
chafe the provifions with which fcveral canoes had come laden from 
the (hore, 

After touching at the other iflands for water, yams, &c. on the loth 
of Auguft, they quitted the Sandwich Iflands, and made fail to the 
Weftward. 

On the 4th of October, without having tnet with any intervening 
occurrence of particular curiofity, apprehenfion, or good fortune, that 
would jliftify a defeription, they faw the Coaft of China ; and, on the 
following day, the Iphlgenia, after her long and various voyages, and all 
the dangers as well as Interruptions encountered in them, arrived fafe, 
And came to an anchor in the roads of Macao, 


THE END. 
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Route Felice, Variation of Compass, itxm/ Mbtsoroloqical 
Observations, during the Voyage. 

In ihcfc Tables, the Situation of the Ship, at Noon, is in general fet down; and 
the Variation as obfcrvcd fomc Time of the (ame Day. 


table I. 

from CANTON in China, to the PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 


Time, 

Latitude 

JS'erth, 

Longitude 

Eajl. 

Fariat. 

Ea/i. 

1788. 

Deg. 

Mm. 

Deg. Min. 

Deg. Mm. 

Jan* 7 2 


33 

— 

— 

^3 

20 

54 

I 14 24 

' 

24 

18 

54 

00 

— 

25 

18 

0 

117 I 

— 

26 

17 

5 

118 0 

— 

^7 

»6 

20 

119 12 

— 

28 

16 

16 

— 

— 

29 

1 

15 

5 i 


— 

30 


19 


— 

3 ^ 

13 


— 

— 

Feb, I 

12 

59 

— 

— 

2 

12 

36 

— 

— 

3 

10 

53 

— 

— 

4 

JO 

36 ! 

— 

— 

5 

8 

51 

— 

— — — 

6 

7 

22 

e 
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6 

58 

12A 28 
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South Eaft, light breeees, and at tiinca extremely foggy. 

VariabV ; liglit breesics, with frefh galea ; doudy, haay, and at 
times extremely foggy. 

Variable; fqually with hard rain; frcfli breezes, with a great fet 
from N. E. 

E. N. E. and N. E. by E. gloomy and unpleafant, with a heavy 
Tea. 

N. E. by N. and N. E. ftrong gales : during the night it blew ex- 
tremely hard, with a great hollow fea. 

Variable ; a very high fea from the N.E. great quantities of rock- 
weed and drift-wood. 

N. E. and N. by E. frefh breezes and cloudy firft part, afler- 
wards moderate and fine. Luconia N. N. E. to E. S. E. i a or 
14. leagues. 

Variable; moderate breezes and fine weather. Luconia N. N.E. 
to S. S. W. 6 leag^ies. 

Variable ; and fine weather. Land N. by E. to N. E. by E. ( 
leagues. 

Variable; frefh breezes and fine. Goat Ifland N. E. by N. 6 
leagues. Luconia N. by W. to S. E. 14 leagues. The Lu- 
ban Ifles. 

Variable; frefh breezes and fair: the night tempefluoiis, and a 
high fea. Between Mindoro and the Calamines. 

Variable; moderate and pleafant ; the night tempefluous. Under 
the fhores of Mindoro. 

N. E. Weather moderate. Panay N. E. by E. to S. E. 9 leagues. 

Variable; moderate breezes and fine. Panay 4 miles. 

Variable ; frefh breezes and dear. 

N. E. and variable ; pleafant breezes and fair. Magindanao E. 
7 or X leagties. 

N.N. W. and variable'; moderate breeze: and fine. Bafilan S.S.W. 
9 leagues. On the Magindanao Store. 

Variable ; light airs. At anchor at Fort Caldera, at Stunboingaa, 
in Magindanao. 
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TABLE IL 

Route tht F»Lxcs/r«M Samboingan /• Nookta, or Kino Gbobob*! Sound, m /Ar N. W* 

Coast of America. 


Time, 


Latitude, 

North. 


Longitude 

Lafi, 


Variat, 

Eajl. 


Windst Weather^ and Remarks, 


1788. 

Feb, 1 a 

*4 

»5 


Deg. Min 

6 34 


4* 


4 58 


Af;>f 


124 50 


126 j6 


Mm. 

f N. N.W. frcA gales; Bafilan 5 . W. by 9 . to W. N.W. 4 leagues. 

I and two finall iflands, nanaed Felice’s Iflands, N. by E. 4 miles. 
I 10 f variable winds ; fultry and cloudy ; in the night heavy 

I rain off Magindanao. 

I Variable light airs ; hot and fultry : hard rain during the night. 

L Magindanao E. half N. g l^agues. 

{ E. N. E. light breeees and cloudy ; during the night windy ; two 
fn»ll idands S. S. E. 5 leagues. Magindanao N. 13 leagues, 
and feveral other fmall iflands ; and one almofl level with the 
water, half a mile, which we called Providence Ifland. 


16 

*7 

18 

19 


20 

II 

22 

n 

24 

25 

a6 

27 

28 


3 31 
2 40 
2 35 

I 47 

I 56 

* 9 

o 22 

o 20 

0 26 

1 2 
1 2 

o 56 

o 55 


127 58 

128 10 


131 10 

*31 3* 

132 19 

m 53 
*35 38 
136 3J 
'37 38 


2 O 


I. O 


{ N. E. frefh breezes and fine; paffed between two fmall iflands. 

The Talour Iflands N. N. E. Sanguir Ifland W. 

J N. E. and E. N. E. ftrong breezes and fair. Land E. i« leagues, 
j Land at S.S.W. North Cape E. 14 leagues. Morintay N. E, 
L by E. half E. to E. S. E. 6 leagues. 

f N. E. firong wind and fqually ; paffed between Riou and Jelolo ; 
I Morintay in fight. 

("N. E. by N. and N. moderate breezes, with flving fhowers of rain ; 

t paffed a number of fmall iflands, between Monntay and Jelolo- 
Riou S.W. byW. to S.W. half S. 9 leagues. Jelolo S. S.W. to 
S. E. II leagues. 

{ N. E. light aira and fine weather. Morintay S. by W. half W, 
toW. by N. halfN. 16 leagues. Jelolo S. byW. to S. W. 14 
leagues. 

N. E. light breezes and fine. Morintay N. W. to W. 14 leagues. 

{ N. E. light breezes and cloudy. Land feen E. S. E. to W.by N. 

9 leagues. Wagiew S. E. by E. to W. 6 leagues, 
f Variable, and N. W. fqually with rain. Wagiew S. E. half E.to 
\ 6 W, by W. 4 leagues ; two fmall iflands in the N. E. quarter, 

r W. N. W. light breezes, fqually with rain. The Tattee Iflands 
I in fight. 

f W, S. W. and W. N*. W. light breezes and fultry. Near the 
I Tatee Iflands. 

f W. N.W. pleafant breezes and fine weather, with a lai^ fwell 
I from the N. E. and very fultry. Paffed the Tattee Iflands. 

{ Variable ; dofe and fultry j thunder and lightning ; fqualls of raia, 
Paffed the Freewill Iflands. 

f Variable ; light winds, fultry and fquaUy, with much rain, thun^ 
t der and lightning — Near the Fxeewill Ifiandi. 
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TABLE II. coniimted. 

Route Felice frwt Samboxnoak to Nootka, •r Kino GBOBcOt*t Sound* •» tbt N. W. 

Coast c/* Ameeiga. 


Time, 

Latitude 

North, 

1788. 

Deg. Min. 

Feb, 29 

I 7 

Mircb I 

1 40 

2 

2 52 

3 

3 5 

4 

3 — 

5 

3 H 

6 

3 H 

7 

2 58 

8 

^ 55 

9 

3 17 

10 

3 22 

It 

3 50 

12 

3 »5 

13 

2 45 

14 

2 27 

15 

2 41 

17 

3 25. 

18 

4 14 

^9 

5 12 

20 

6 37 

21 

8 22 

22 

9 48 

23 

1 1 18 

24 

12 36 

25 

14 — 

26 

15 26 

a; 

17 2 

d 8 

7 

29 

1 19 29 

30 

21 2 

3 » 

21 53 

1 

22 26 

s 

— 


LoMttudt Fariat. 

Eafi. Eaft, 

Deg. Min. Deg. Min» 

137 10 — { 

136 s 6 { 

136 37 2 30 

137 9 * 3 <» 

137 59 

,38 38 

139 58 — 

141 18 

142 47 j 

142 25 

142 55 2 18 

144 25 

37 

146 35 

*45 *5 

146 20 

147 3a 

147 9 4 — 

146 3 4 — 

146 4 3 26 

145 18 3 12 

144 45 3 6 

143 58 3 10 

142 58 3 50 

142 26 3 36 

141 45 I 

141 12 

140 25 4 24 

139 48 4 24 

140 26 

139 3* — {. 


WtndSf Pfeatber, and Remarks, 

S. E. light air9y>with frequent fqualls of rain} twar the Freewill 
Iflands, 

Variable-; from N. E. to E. N. E. thick cloudy weather, very fultry* 
and heavy fqualla of rain. 

N. E. moderate breezes, cloudy, fqiuUy, and heavy rain, 

N, Eafterly, extremely tempcftuous, and very heavy rains. 

Nv E, very fqually, great rains, and much fea, 

N. E. moderate, cloudy; a great fwell from N. B. 

Variable, light breezes, fqualls of rain. 

N. Eafterly, fqually, with Ihowers of rain. 

N. Eaderly, fqualls, much thunder, lightning, and heavy rain | 
after, light breezes and fultry. 

Variable, light winds, flying fhowers. 

Variable, light airs, clofe and fultry. 

K. Eafterly, fqually, hard rain, clofe and fultry, 

N. N. £. fqually, hard rain. 

Variable; moderate breeze, clotidy, very fultry, 

N. N. E. pleafant breezes, fine weather. 

Variable, light airs, extremely fultry. 

N. Eafterly, moderate breezes, fine, and extremely fultry. 

E. N. E. light breezes and fine weather. 

N. K. moderate breezes and fine weather. 

Variable light breezes and fine weather ; a large fwell from N. £. 
N. E. pleafant breeze, cloudy j a large fwell. 

Variable; frcfli breezes, flying'ftiowers of rain and cloudy. 

N E. pleafant breezes, fqualls of rain. 

N Eafterly, pleafant breezes and fine weather. 

N> h. pleafant breezes, fine weather. 

N. E. pleafant breezes, fine weather. 

N. £. Irclh breezes, fine weather.; numbers of birds feen about 
the fbip. 

N, £. cloudy, fqualls of rain. 

N. £. freft) breezes, much fwell, a heavy and confufed fta. 

N. £. light breezes, hazy. 

£. by S. and S. E. light airs and hazy. 

Variable; clouds black and heavy, thunder and lightning; nume* 
rous flocks of birds. 

Variable ; frefti breezes, cloudy, thunder and lightning, with a 
very heavy fea and foroc rain, with a terrible whirlwind. 
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TABLE IL continued. 


RotJTE of the Felice from Samboihgan to Nootka, or Kikc Geoege’s Soukd, on the N. W, 

Coast ^America. 


Tme. 


Latitude 

North, 


Lonj^itude 

Eaji, 


Fariat. 

Eajl. 


PVindii Weather ^ and Remarks, 


1788. 
J^pril 26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Miy 1 


3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 


Deg. Min. 

43 35 

43 50 

44 33 

45 »9 
45 46 


46 44 

47 45 

48 10 

48 59 

49 28 

49 28 

49 *8 

49 3° 
49 3^ 

49 3S 

49 *6 


Deg. Mn, 

200 13 
204 36 
209 36 
204 2 

207 45 
212 5 
217 1 

219 9 

223 22 

226 57 

229 22 
223 22 


230 52 


Deg, Min. 

, S. and S.W. by W. ftrong gales, fqnally, and a great bolK'W fea. 

S. W. flrong gales, rqiially, with rain. 

S. ftrong gales, hazy, and a heavy fca. 

S. S. W. (Irong breezes, fuggy, and much Tea. 

r W. N, W. fqually, with fltowers of rain and fleet; p.aflcd a fecond 
\ fpar. 

- f W. N. W. and S. flrong breezes, fleet and fmall rain ; modcratfr 
^ 1 and cloudy. 

f S. S. E. flrong breezes, with rain j faw a fmall piece of d .It wood 
[ and birds. 

21 18 E. N. E. light breezes, fqually, and fomc rain 
— — — S. S. W. fqually, thick and hazy, with ram. 

— S. S. W. frelh breezes and foggy; faw a whale. 

{ W. N.W. cloudy, fmall rain, frcfli breezes, foggy; faw ft.t-fwaN 
lows and ftieer-waters. 

- W. by N. fqiwlly, with rain. 

f W. by S. fqually with fnow and hail; faw a fea-parrot and a 
b of drift wood. 

— S. Wefterly; fquallsof fnow and hiil. 

— — Variable ; fqually, with fnovr and hail. 

j S. Wefterly; very heavy fqualls, with fnow and hail; faw land 
... ■ — [ E. by S. 1 3 leagties. 

f S. E. by E. very heavy fqualls of wind and rain, .md imiih 
- J fca, Nootka Sound N. E. u leagues; fawa\clKl cH the 
L Sound. 

J S. by E. flrong gales, fnow and hail. Entered Fiiendly Cove, in 
~ \ King George’s Sound, abreaft the village ol biootka. 


b 


TABLE 111. 



APPENDIX. 


TABLE III. 


Route 9/ Felict / r!??« Nootk A, or King George’s Sound, ahn ^ the N. W, Coast 0 / 
America, and back to Nootka. 



178s. 

June 1 1 


Jrl' 


IVind^^ JVeathcry and Remat ks. 


7 

S’ 

9 

10 


4S 


47 

47 — 
A1 I 

46 10 


4 ^ 


10 
2 . 1 


•1/ 4 " 

*^5 45 

48 I 1 
4'^ -i 3 
^2 i 47 5 ^ 

2; ! 48 

24 ' 49 40 

25 I 49 ^8 


A ' i .:- 8 


9 j 49 
10 ! — 

?‘h I — 


135 34 


D,^. Ml/I. 

j Vaii.iblc; li"ht wind-j and tlcar. Breaker’s Point N. W. halt W, 
S [ llalt-v. .i\ Point K. 3 lea^.iies. 

S. haricil) , (iion;;:‘;alC', heavy rain and nnitli fca; oft*fliore6 Jeag. 
j- K. Nortlici l\ ; ftrong g dcs, thick weather and loiiltant rains, en- 
[ tried ^^'ilananl^h Port , leiiuincd till the 20th, weather ftonny. 
In PortC'o’s wliciewe rnnaincd till the 28th. 

{ \V. Nuitlicilv, plcafant and moderate } utl the i/laiuls ot Bartlay 
Sound, and cnteicd thchra.ts of John dc Piita. 

{ Wcllcily, ir.'»d<iato and fine; Cape Plattci'y S. E. half E. 6 
lea;\tie'; pa‘U'1 the .flaml of 1 atootche. 
f S. WefV ilj ; ftiong galt-N, hazy and ram, Cape Flattery N. N. W.* 
1 off the ihorc of Quecnhithe. I'he ifleof Deffnichon i mile. 

S. VV'-fferly, heav) lain, thick fog; heavy fca. Paded Saddle Hill. 

{ S. \Ncfhil>, ticfli hrec/es, tonflant lain, thick weather, and a 
gicat (well ficm the Wefiward. 

• S. W. niotleiaic, chat weather; faw- Mount 01)tnpiis. 

[ S. E. light biceze*>, char weather, Moun> OKmpus N.N Fi, 7 leag, 
[ Palled Low Pomt and Shoal Water Bay, and Cape ^hoal Vv aii.r. 

{ Noithcil) , (Irong gales a gic*!* lea. Palfed C'ajK* Dilappomtiiienl, 
into Dcicjition Hay, and liaiiled out a;',ain, and palled tdun.k- 
fand Bav, Cape tnenville, .ind Cape i.ook*out. 

10 N.VVelleih, 'I'oik; bice/CA & eloiuiv. C. Look-out E.b) S. i 2 lea, 

JM. Wellcily, In lit luuvcs hm . 

S. Wifkih, hjualh , w ith lain. 

18 JO N. l.|u. 11\, with lam. Cape Beal N. by K. 10 league*;. 

r Souihcih, h^Iii biecy fs and pleafant. hiueied Poit Lthnghani, 
i wJkh* we leni Mill d till the 20th. 

S. 1', light hK(/f , hit Pu.t J'dlinglum. 

— N. Weilcilj, tu di l)i..cy(.s, Poll KffinghaiTi N. W. by N. s nules. 

{ \V. N. V\'. py.e.iiu bi ■i/'cs; Bicakci’s Point N. W.; the Sugar 
I oal, 01 Poit Cox, W. N. W. 15 or 16 leagues. 

- ■■■ \aiiablc, light biei'/es; Imall ram. 

S. hafleih; ih ek and lu/) ; finall lain. 

- S.l alleil) ; thitkandfogg) , KingGeoige’sSoundE,N.E.6 Icog. 

Pallet out of 1 I'cndh ( ove. 

{ K. Southeil. , l.i-lh biv*e,'i->, tlmk and foggy. Spoke to the 
Pimccfs Po'al ol 1 ondon, Captain Duncan. 

- h. b) S. At Poit Co\, whcie weuaiimed till the aofJi. 

Rctuinc'J tcNootka, where wc rcm.uacU till the 23 d Sepieinbcr. 


28 8 


16 
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TABLE IV. 


Rout£ of ibc FELic£/f9m Kootka, cr King Georul*! Sound, t 9 tht Sandwich 

IsLAKOb. 


Time* 



Il'ttLiSf JViathtr^ and Remmis, 


6 . 

jjig . 

Aim 

Dig Mill . 


23 , 

47 

33 

— 

— 

24 

45 

30 

1 * 3 « »7 



a.S 

43 

44 

1 *28 31 

— 

26 

42 

2 

1 925 16 

20 16 

27 

40 

1 

2ZZ 52 

— 

28 

38 

42 

1 221 48 

— — 

29 

37 

48 

1 220 39 

— 

• 1 i 

— 

— 

■ 

12 — 

^ i 

36 

23 

ai9 — 

— 

3 ; 

35 

12 

218 30 

12 10 

1 

4 

34 

i 5 { 

ti8 r-* |>ei Ac 
til 59p-TOb. 

} 

5 

3 .^ 

5 .? 

220 49 

— 

6 

3 > 

44 

220 32 

— 

7 1 

29 

36 

218 22 

— 

S 1 

z8 

I 

217 23 

— 

9 1 

2^) 

40 

217 18 

9 55 

10, 

z6 

9 . 

217 4630 

9 2 

11 1 

24 

5 ° 

j2i6 30 40 

9 — ■ 

12 

1 

' 2Z 

4 * 

2>4 34 

9 22 


20 

54 

2 tZ IZ 

8 as 

>4 

20 

15 

209 42 

K 36 

15 

20 

6 

209 20 

16 

20 

11 

207 44 


*7 

20 

«3 


‘ 

18 

1 1 

— 

— 


P Noithniy; .1 tiofli brei'^c , failed out of !• 1 lend'y Cove { a freli 
gall*, vitli iniuii fca. Bicakci '» Pumi b. S. L. hntiaiicc of 
l*iiLiiJI\ N hall Wwll. 

N. Wcllcilv , fuHi hit IVC'>. 

N. bv \V |>U al ini bii e/i and llnudy. 

N. \\ olh*ib , I'lca* int bin ;i s tik 1 cloudv* 

\'. W.amiS N. I- unv'i 1 1 * bin,*/... . fi]u illy w if'i '’ umII ram, 

N N. t. bteezos an 1 tloikU, VI h Pv I >1; iqij. ;; (,i 1.1 n. 

Variable ; light bree/es and f loiub , v iih '•! i';i. O', of ri n. 

Vaiiable j light .ri$ , li- iji.err hiii ilN, v I'li luiall la n. 

Vaiiahlc, ficquent Ii|imIIs an 1 L'o;id\. 

Vaiiable, tieqiieiit lijualN, uitli hrav) Uiit. 

N. EaHeih : light bicczsand clont. 

Variable; light arsand rioar. 

Variable; (liong g.iLs, fiiuallv, with much fn. 

N. Wc(h il\ , ficqiiciit fijrall. ; flioweii. of ia.n, a:id;.;vtli a.a. 

N. b\ W pUalaiit brcc/.Ls and clcai . 

S ifii :1. , pbalaiit bieives .'Bd clcai. 

^ .Liable, 1 ,*.i .111 sand t leal. 

f N. K .’in.l h N. I<. light aiib, the biecze 111:1 eafing. a large 
L fu.’ll hiun tlu* N. E. 

I'.N E. tKlh trade-vmd and clear v.eatiici. 

K. N K. hen* tiade and chmuh . 

I*.b\ .N. pb'ifant ti.d* ...id ilir.uU. 

H Iq N. liglii ti jik an<* 1 h ai . 

!• li>N h -lit ti.H* and licai, internii\cd with l(;i'alh. 
f Vai<.ddc, ii]iull' , ' nil huavN i.nn, and Iul’v. Saw ^anJ from 
L 1*. S. h til W. N W, diilaiit 6 'c.n;iir-. 

In luc-)uh<)ah iki), at tlic iilaud ofOwh, hte. 


TABLE V, 
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TABLE V. 


Route tht Felice at the Sandwich Islands, and from tbencito Ch i na. 


Time, 


Lnthude Lcnfitude 
A 0 / th. I Euji, 


Variat. 

Eaji, 


Windit fVeather^ and Remarks, 


OBoher 19 


23 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

Nov. I 

2 

3 


Deg. Mm 

20 36 

20 46 

21 II 

21 31 
21 55 
21 59 
21 56 

21 56 

21 50 

23 5 

23 28 

23 41 

24 3 

20 6 
23 47 
23 33 

22 52 

22 24 

21 48 


Dig. Min. , Dig, Mm. 


21 48 

8 j 21 48 

9 21 49 

10 , 21 42 

1 21 33 
la i 21 25 

13 21 10 

14 . 21 10 


— { 



{ S. W. and N. E. at fun- rife extremes of Mowee bore from 
W. N. W. to E. N. K. diftant 3 miles. 

{ N.E. and variable; light airs and fine; hot and fultry. Off 
Mowee. 

Variable; light airs and fultry. Morotoi fromN. W, by W. to 
the Illand of Ranai, W. by N. 4 miles. At noon Morotoi E. 
10 leagues. 

Variable; plcafant breezes and fair. Paffed Woahoo. 

N. Eaflerly; light breezes. At noon Atooi froniE. by S. tO 
W. by N, Oneeheow W. by N. 10 leagues. 

N. E. frclh breezes and fqually. At Wymoa Bay. 
f N. E. rtrong gales. Steering for Oneeheow, where we arrived a f 
L about 6 o'clock in the evening. 

E, N. E. moderate and fair. At Oneeheow, 

E. N. E. frefli breezes and fair. Left the Ifland of Oneeheow, 

N, E, frcfli trade and cloudy. 

N. E. pleafant trade, and fome fmall rain, 

N. Eafterly; pleafant trade, with fome fqualls and fmall rain. 

{ N. Eaflerly ; fqually, with fome rain at noon ; pleafant trade and 
fair. Many birds about the Ihip, 

f E. N. E. and N. E. fqually with rain. Several birds about the 
I fhip. 

Variable ; fqually with hard rain ; at noon pleafant trade and fair. 

{ E. S. E. and E. N. E. pleafant trade and fair; at noon fqually 
with rain. 

{ E. N. E. fqually, with frequent fbowersof rain ; at noon pleafant 
breeze and fair, 

f E. N. E. fqually, with hard (bowers of rain; at noon pleafant 
I trade. 

f E. N. E. frefh trade and pleafant ; the night fqually with rain , M 
\ noon fine and pleafant. 

E. N. E.— -N. E. and E. frefh breezes and cloudy. 

E. N. E. frefh trade and fqually, with rain. 

K. by S,— E. and E. N. E. pleafant breezes and fair. 

£. by S. and E. N. E. frefh trade and pleafant. 

N. E. nearly ; frefh breezes and fqually. 

E. N. E. light breezes ; hot and fultry. 

E. N. E. and E. S. E. light breezes and clear weather, 

£. S. £. and £. by N. light breezes and fair. 



A P P E N D I 3C. 


TABLE V. continued. 

Route tj Felice tttbt Sandwich I(LAND i,'i»ef/r<i)i thtniitt China. 


Time, 

Latitude 

Lor^itude 

Safi. 

Variat, 

North. 

Eafi, 

1788, 

Deg. Min. 

Deg, Min 

Deg. Min, 

Nov , 15 

20 48 

•46 3 

6 16 

16 

21 

4 

146 54 

5 57 

17 

21 10 

142 18 

5 39 

18 

2t 42 

139 28 

— 

19 

23 

3 

*39 3 

— 

20 

21 


i}9 iSperAc, 
145 S3per0b. 

la 36 

21 

— 

— 

3 38 

22 

20 40 

141 20 

— { 

23 

20 13 

139 20 

— 

24 

20 

2 

*37 0 



25 

20 38 

136 0 


26 

20 40 

*33 5 ‘ 

— { 

27 

21 

2 

130 54 

— 

28 

21 27 

127 46 

— 

29 

22 28 

124 54 

— 

30 

21 49 

122 20 


Dt’r. I 

la to per Ac. 

izi 20 

1 

2 

21 38 

**9 55 

— { 

3 

22 

7 

117 22 

— 

4 

5 

— 

— 

‘ 


fVinds, IVtatheft and Remarks* 


^Between E. by S. and E. by N. llftlit trade and fine weather, 

E. light breezes ; hot and fultry. 

E. light breezes and clear ; at times cloudy. 

Variable ; ftrong gales, with a great fea, 

S, Weflerly j ftrong gales, with much min. 

FromW. S. W. toN. N. W. light breezes and cloudy. 

FromN. W. to E. by S. fqually, with frequent fliowcri. 

N, E. light airs, rain, much lightning, and a large fwcU from 
the N. E. 

Variable from E. S. E. to N. E. fqually, with rain. 

S. S.E. and E. S. E. fqually; with rain. 

Variable j light breezes. 

N. E. light breezes } heavy fqualls of rain, with a heavy fvvell 
from the N. E. 

N. E. frefti gales and cloudy, with fmall rain. 

N. E. frelh gales ; fqually with rain. 

N. Eafterly, pleafant breezes and cloudy. 

E. by N. ftrong gales and fqjially, wuh rain at times. 

N. Eafterly ; light breezes j conftantrain, and very thick weather. 
Saw fevcr.ll land birds. 

N. E. dark cloudy weather ; hard fqualls, and conftant rain, with 
a great fea. Saw Botol Tobago Xima. 

E. N. E. frelh gales ; fqually; fwell of the fea dccrcafing. 

Saw the Coaft of China- 
Anchored m the roads of Macao. 


C 


TABLE VI. 
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TABLE VI. 

Route of the Ithigevi a from Samboikgan to Cook’i River, ff»/AfN.W,CoAiT ^America* 


Time* 


Latitude 

North, 


Longitude 

Eaf, 


Variat. 

Eaf, 


PFindSf ffeather, and Remarks. 


1788. 
Feh, 22 

n 

24 

25 

26 

V 

iS 

29 

March i 


Deg, Mm 
6 57 

6 41 

6 2i 

5 58 

6 9 

6 5 

5 54 
5 35 

4 18 

3 3* 
3 o 
2 49 


Deg. Min 


l^3 38 
33 

126 21 

126 4 

126 49 

127 21 

128 9 

129 7 

129 48 

130 34 

131 4 


— 


-1' 


D<r^. Min, 

r Moderate breezes and fair; at night fomc rain. Left Saraboia- 
I gan; IflandofBaflcUnfrom S.E. by E. to S.W. by W. ; Saa- 
ta Cruz E. S. £. half S. and another iHand E. S. E. being in 
^ mid channel ; feveral other iflands in figl.t to the S. E. 

N. Wefterlyj light breezes; fair weather. -Baflclan, at noon, 
bore from W. S. W. to W. N. W. 10 league s 
f Light airs and calms. At noon the Eaftcnd of Bafilan N.W.byW. 
"I and an ifland S. W. half W. 20 leagues. 
f Variable; light airs. At fun-fct Bafdan borcN. W. and an ifland 

I N. N. W. halfW. 23 leagues. 

r Light airs and calms. An ifland from N. N. W. to E. by K. 6 or 
' \ 7 leagues. 

r Light breezes and fultry, hot weather. Land from N. to E. off 
\ ftiore 3 or 4 leagues. 

{ S. Wefterly ; moderate breezes with calms. At noon Maginda- 
nao from N. W. half W. to E. half N. off ftiore 3 leagues, 
r Lightairs and calms. At noon Magindanao bore from N,W. byW, 
"■ [ to $. E. by E, off fliore 4 or 5 leagues. 

{ N. E. moderate breezes with fqualls, and a heavy ram. At day- 
light 3 iflands in fight, from N. E. by N. to E. N. £. E. S. £. 
and S. E. by E. 6 leagues. At noon Morotay S. by E. the 
Southemmofl of the KabiiangsS. S. W.halfW. 5 or 6 leagues. 

I N, Eafterly; moderate breezes with fqualls of rain. At fun>fet 
faw S or 10 iflands, with dangerous breakers, from S. S. £. 
to N. by W. diftant from the body of them 2 miles. At noon 
the ifland we faw yefterday bore W. N. W. 9 leagues. 

- Light breezes and fair weather. 

r Variable; light winds; cloudy with fqualls of rain. At noon 
J took the latitude and longitude of an ifland, which was called 
I Moiotay; it lies in z" 18'N. and 127® 33 'E. by a number 
^ of obfervations. 

r Variable; frefli breezes; cloudy and fqually. Saw land at fun- 
~ I rife, bearing S. 8 or 9 leagues. 

3 1 5 W North ; a fteady breeze, 

1 OW N, Eaflerly; pleafant breezes and fair, 

N. Eaflerly; pleafant breezes and fair. 

Ditto wind and weather. At 3 P. M, faw a fmall ifland bearing 
E.halfN; diflant 10 or xz leagues. 


-i' 
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TABLE VI. continued. 

Route Iphigenia from Samboinoan to Cook's River, on the N,W. Coast ^America. 


Tme. 

Latitude 

North, 

Longitude 

Eaji. 

Variat. 

Eaji, 

1788. 

Min, 

Deg, 

Min, 

Deg, 

Min. Deg, 

March 10 

3 

10 

131 

1 

-1 

1 1 

2 

39 

132 

*5 

I 37 w. 

12 

— 

»33 

21 


>3 

2 

H 

*34 

4 * 


14 

1 

56 

*35 

26 

— 

15 

1 

44 

*35 

40 

4 6EperAm. 

16 

2 

0 

136 

48 { 

6 5aB.perAz \ 
2 31 par Amp. J 

17 

2 

7 

*37 

25 

3 46E.perAm. 

18 

2 

18 

*37 

56 

— 

19 

2 

46 

138 

24 

2 45 E. 

ao 

2 

46 

•38 

57 

—— 

ai 

2 

4 * 

*39 

43 

— 

22 

2 

34 

140 

1 


23 


140 40. 

135 t4 by Ob. 


*4 

2 

29 

140 

40 

— 

as 

— 

— 

*41 

0 

3 30 E.perAi. 

86 

3 

7 

14* 

8 

3 38 

27 

3 

23 

141 

28 

28 

3 

33 

136 

25 

— 

29 

3 

53 

136 

28 

— — 

:o 

4 

26 

136 

28 

— 

3 * 

— 

— 

136 

4 

• 

April I 

6 

7 

*35 

34 

— — 

2 

7 

25 

*34 

36 


3 

8 

20 

— 

- J 

4 

9 

30 

*33 

25 

. 

5 

10 

47 

132 

43 

_ 

6 

11 

53 

* 3 ^ 

49 

if 20 

7 

12 

49 

132 

5* 



fViHcl%t fVeatheft and Remar ku 


I N.Eafterly; pleafant breezes and fair. Off the illand we fanr 
ycftcrdAy,whichwascalled Johitfton’s Idand, itheiinj* ii' N* 
aad 131* I a ' E, 

N, Eafterly ; moderate breezes and cloud) . 

Nortlierly ; frclh breezes and fqually. 

N. E. frefli breezes and cloudy. 

VariaUe ; light airs. 

Light airs and calm ; cloudy with rain. 


Variable ; light breezes and fair, 

From N. N. W. to N. E. light airs and calm, 

N. W. light winds. 

W, 5. W. light airs with calms, and fome rain. 

Moderate breeze j cloudy with rain. 

Variable to N. W. by W. fqually with rain. 

N. andN. N, £. frequent fqualls. 

Calm ; hot and fultry. 

Variable ; light airs with hard rain. 

Variable, with light ain and calms, and fome rain. 

Variable ; light winds, fqually with rain. 

N, E. calms, with light winds. 

N. N W. toN. £. light airs, calms, with fqualls of rain, 

N. £. moderate breeze with fqualls of rain, 

N. E. to E. N. £. fqually and cloudy, with rain. 

Squally with (bowers of rain. 

N, E. frelh breezes, with fqualls and heavy rain, 

A fine breeze with clear weather. At day-light faw two low 
illands bearing N. W. by W. 7 or S leagues, which wore 
named Good Look out Illands, At noon they bore W. S, W. 
ludf S, 3 or 4 leagues. 

N. E. remarkably clear, and a fmooth feo. Near a dangei ous 
reef of rocks, which ftrctched as far as Moore’s Ifland, Amongft 
the Pelew Illands 

A frelh breeze with fqualls of rain, 

N. Eallerly, moderate breezes with fair weather. 

N, Eafterly; hazy. 







APPENDIX, 


Table VI. continued. 

Route •/ thi Iphicenxa frm Samboingan, u Cooic’i Riv£t« «« /A# N. W. Coast 

cf America. 


Time, 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Eajl. 

Variat. 

Eaji, 

^1780. 

Deg. 

Mm. 

Deg. Mm. 

Deg. Min. 

jlptil 8 

13 

50 

lii 27 

— 

9 

*4 

51 

132 9 

— 

10 


26 

131 58 

1 54 

XI 

16 

27 

131 18 

— 

12 

17 

38 

I3I 12 

2 30 


13 30 

14 19 25 

15 20 27 

17 21 46 

iS 22 40 

19 22 57 

20 24 6 

21 25 28 

22 26 42 

23 27 15 

24 27 9 

25 27 41 

26 28 53 

27 29 29 

28 29 47 

29 30 o 

30 30 21 

May I 30 19 

2 30 50 

3 31 26 


129 28 

129 28{ 

130 9 

129 53 

130 57 

131 3 

133 3^ 

134 25 

134 54{ 

135 1530 

137 2 


139 12 

141 13 

M 3 30 
144 17 
M 5 24 


I 3 per Az. 

I iz per Am< 


18 per Az. 
zx per Am. 


tVinds, Weather^ and Remarks, 


Moderate and cloudy with rain. 

E. N. E. pleafant weather. 

N E. light breezes, fair weather with a heavy fwell. 

E. N. E. a fteady breeze, 

A moderate breeze and fair weather. 

N. andE. light winds. 

N. and £. a frefh breeze, with rqitalls of rain and a heavy fea. 
Pleafant weather. 

light winds with rain. A number of boobies flying about the fltlp. 
J Variable and light winds ; a frefli breeze at N. £. Several birds 
1 about the Hup. 
j Eight wiadtjuid cloudy. 

N. E. moderate breezes and cloudy. 

N. and E a frelh bieeze. A fmall land bird about the fliip. 

Frcfli Eaflcrly breezes and hazy. 

S, a fteady breeze. 

W. S. W. to N. by E. a fine breeze; fqually at times. 

Northerly ; pleafant weather, 

} E. N. E. pleafant weather. PalTcd a great quantity of fea- weed. 
S. E, moderate and fair. 

Moderate and hazy. Saw a great quantity of land -birds and weed, 
r Eafterly; ficfh breezes; hazy, with fome rain. Several fwallows 
•< flying about the ftiip, and a linnet, which had remained with 
t us fome days. 

f S. W. moderate breezes and hazy. A number of birds about the 


f b. w. moderate breezes and hazy. A number of birds about the 
[ (hip. 

{ Eafterly ; frefh breezes and hazy. A number of land-birds, tro- 
pic-birJs, and boobies flying about thcfhip, and fea-weed fecn. 
j- Eafterly; frefh bicczcs and hazy. A number of birds of differ- 
3 43 [ cut fpccies flying about the fhip. 

r Light i\ inds. A number of birds flill about the fliip, and quanti- 
\ tics of fea-weed. 

I S. W. pleafant bicczcs and clear ; at times calm. A number of 
J 46 per Az. I 

{ Firft part clear weather ; middle and latter frefh gales, and thick 
hazy weather. A great number of barnacles about the fhip. 
Paired a half cafk fugar tub. 






APPENDIX. 


TABLE VI. coHtlnueJ. 

Roote ef <i«I?HioENiA frm Samboincah m Cook's River, m the N.W. Coast ^ Amekica. 


Time, 

Latitude 

North . 

Longitude 

Eaft, 

Faria t . 
Eaji. 

IVindif IFeather^ and Remarkt, 

1788. 

Deg. Min. 

Deg. Min. 

Deg. Mm. 

r S. S. E. to N. W. and a heavy gale. Paflcd a quantity of fea« 

May 5 

31 e 8 

149 2 


L weed, and a number of birds ubaal#ie (hip. 

6 

32 II 

^50 34 

— 

Northward ; Itrong breezes, clear weather. 

7 

32 51 

150 28 


Northerly ; (Irong gales in fqualls. 
f Light breezes and clear pleafant weather. Saw a fnake and two 

8 

33 36 

130 38 

■ 

L curlews. 

9 

— 

151 29 

— 

Light winds and hazy. Saw fcvcral pair of w ild ducks. 

10 


152 6 

— ■■■ ■ 

E. and S. freAi breeze and hazy. 

11 



154 4 * 

— 

S. and E. ftrong gales with heavy fqualls. 

12 

35 3 ^ 

156 19 

— 

Northward; moderate clear weather. 


35 5 

160 30 

— 

Ditto. 

14 

36 M 

162 18 

9 8 per Am< 

Moderate and fair. 

15 

37 29 

163 44 

— 

S. S. E. fre(h breeze and cloudy. 

16 

38 7 

165 35 

— 

S. W. frclh breeze and hazy. 

17 

39 4 

165 49 



W. by S. moderate, cloudy. 

18 

168 I4 

— 

S. E. blowing hard; thick weather, rain. 

^ S. S. E. to N. W. flrong gales, hard fqualls, a heavy fwcll. Paflcd 

19 

41 34 

170 57 

■ j 

^ a number of (Itags. 

20 

42 27 

172 56 

— 

S. W. hard g.ilps. 

21 

43 46 

174 26 


S, W, and S. K. moderate, ficfb gales, 

^ S. E. and N. W. trefh gales, heavy fqualls, rain. At 9 A. M. 

22 

45 ^0 

'77 3 

1 

[ paflcd a large tree. 

23 



'78 5 ' 



N. W. toS. W. moderate; a heavy, tumbling fca. 

24 

47 25 

178 5. 

— 

N. E. thick rainy weather. 

^5 

26 

1 8i 3 

'83 5 

— — 

N. W. frefh breeze with rain. 

48 41 

— 

N. W. frelh gales, fair weather. 

27 

— 

•85 >3 

— 


28 

50 26 

187 23 

/ 

Eaflcily ; frefli breezes, h.n 7 \, rain, 

' N, E. by E. a fiefli breeze, (qiially. A number of diiTcrent birds 

29 



1S8 2 


flying about, and fettling on the water. 

^ N. K. modci.it'* and ha/y. At 4 A. M. faw the Iflandof Amluck, 

30 

50 29 

188 26 

- 1 

beating N bj K. dillancc about a+ leagues. At noon clcarj 
f.iv.' the l.tn 1 , beaiing N. N. K. diftant so or 13 leagues. 

3« 

I 

5= 58 
5 > 49 

1 90 19 


N. Wcftcily; light winds and calms. 

193 32 

— 

Jirii p.tf moderate and clear; latter, frefh breezes and cloudy. 

2 


>97 23 

■■■■■■■ 

; t Heady breeze, hazy weather. 

3 

— 

201 7 


Weftpflyj a fleady breeze, hazy weather. 

- Wcftcrly; a moderate breeze till midnight, afterwards a moderate 

4 

54 3 ^ 

202 29 

j 

breeze liomK. S. E, 

d 







APPENDIX. 


TABLE VI. continupd. 

Route «/ the Iphioemia from Samboimcan to Cook’s River, m /A# N.W.Coast ^America. 


Time, 

: Latitude 
horth. 

Longitude 

Eaft, 

Foriat, 

Eajl, 

1788. 

Deg.M n. 

Deg. Mm. 

Deg. Min. 

June 5 

56 *9 

204 54 

— 

6 

— 

206 12 

— 

7 

— 

206 

■ 

j 

8 

56 26 

205 36 

— 

9 

— 

206 17 

— 

JO 

56 56 

205 I 36 

— 

11 

56 48 

205 5 

— 

12 

56 45 

j 

206 

tt 46 per Az. 
13 16 per Am. 


59 

206 3 

2451 per Az. 

*4 

— 

206 40 

— 

*5 

J8 I 

207 33 

— 

16 

59 41 

— 

— 


WindSf ffeatber^ and Remarks, 


-{ 


E. Northerly ; a frefli breeze; at noon a hard gale. At day- 
light law Trinity Ifland, bearing N. N. W. diHant 7 or 8 leag. 
The gale increafing. At 8 P. M. the extremities of the land 
from Cape Trinity, E. N. E. to N. W. by W. the nearell land 
diliant 6 leagues. At 6 A. M. Cape Trinity bore N, E. about 
1 2 or 1 3 leagues. 
fThe gale ftill cncrcafing to an Hurricane. At 5 A. M. faw land, 
J the extremities bearing from Point Trinity N.N.W. to W.S. W. 
Two-headed Point W. N. W. diliant from the body of the laud 
I 1 X or 14 leagues. 

{ 1 he hurricane ftill continued, with a moft dreadful fea ; the wind 
N. Eaftcr’y but variable; about 5 A. M. the gale abated, but 
a dreadful fea continued. Saw Trinity ifland bearing N W. 
diliant 5 or 6 leagues. 

Eafterly; light breezes and fair weather. The ifland which I 
took for Trinity Ifland lies off the mouth of a large bay. 

{ Moderate and hazy. At 6 P.M. faw Cape Holhngs in 57* ii'N, 
latitude, and 207® 3'E, longitude. At noon tlie extremes of 
land from W. N.W. toE.by S. the Ifland of Kodiack boreE. 

{ S. and E. at noon calm ; about 5 P. M. a breeze fprung up. At 
noon Cook's Trinity I Hand bore E. half S. theextreniitiesof the 
Continent from E. N. E half E. to N. half W, diftant from the 
neareft land 7 leagues. 

{ Variable ; light winds and plcafant. At 8 P. M. the extremities 
ofTrinity Ifland bore from E. by N. to S. E. by E. half £. the 
extremities of the coaft from N. by W. to N. E. by E. diftant 
from the neareft land 4 or 5 leagues 

{ Firft part fair weather and clear ; latter part light airs and calms. 
At noon the extremities of the coaft bore from S. W. to Cape 
Grevillc N. N. E. Trinity Ifland S.W. by S. diftant 1 0 leagues. 
Sent the jolly-boat on Ihore. 

A light breeze. The jolly boat returned, 
r S.W, a frefli breeze with a fog. At 5 A. M. faw Cape Greville 
J bearing W. 9 leagues. At noon Cape Whitfunday bore W. 
j half S. and the extremities to the land from the Ifland of St. 
L Hermogenes. 

f Southward; a frefli gale. Faffed the Barren Iflands into Cook’s 
I River, where wc remained till the a9th. 






A P P E N D I X. 

TABLE VII. 


Latitude 

Lenj^itude 

Fariat. 

l^orth. 1 

£aft. 

£ajl. 


1788* 

June 29 — 

July I 59 t 

3 S9 18 

4 59 47 


RouTt t/lie IiHioMutAjrMi Cook’s Rivek tt Nootkk, «r Kino Geokoe's SounDi m lit 
N. W. Coast ^ America. 


fVinds^ fVeathtr^ and Remarks* 


Frefli breeze; luzy, with nun. At 1 1 A. M. the EaAermBoft 
’ of die Barren Iflands bore S. S. £ and Cape Elizabeth N.N.E. 
5 leagues, 

f N. Eaftward; moderate breeze; hazy .ind rain. At 10 A. M. 
~ ' I tlie Band of St. Hermogenes bore S, W. didant 7 leagues. 

f Light winds and calnos. At 8 A. M. the body of the Barren 
\ Iflands bore N. W. by W. difhint 14 leagues. 

{ N. E. and N. N. E. frefli breezes; fqually and rain, with an 
heavy fwcll. 

{ VariablCi with heavy fqualls and calms. At 5 A M. wind S, E^r 
with moderafe weather hxtremities of the continent from 
N. N. W. to\^^ by S. diflantio leagues. 

{ N. Eaflcriy ; w ith fqualls and rain. 1 he extremitiet of land bore 
fiom iN. E toS. W. half W. off fhore 4 leagues. 

"N. afterly; frelh breezes; fqually and rain. At noon the ex* 

. tre.nitiesof land bore trum N. half £. to W. half S. diflantio 
or 1 1 leagues 

j hafferly breeze* and fair weather. At noon the extremitici of 

I AiOt taguc .(landbore from N. by E. toN. byW. 

Laiierly; frefli breezes and fair. At noon furroiinded with 

Ur.d, except towards the paflage by which we entered, which 

buie S. 

{ K. S. E. light breezes, PalTcd between Montague Ifland and the 
Green Illands. 

f Light winds, with clear wcathei . At anchor in Snug Comer 
1 Cove, where we remained till the x 4th. 

—— Light airs and hazy. 

'Weftward; a light breeze; at noon calm and cloudy. CapeHin- 
. chinbroke bore S. b. h . and the N. E. end of Montague ifland 
S. diflant 3 or 4 leagues. 

'"E. N. E. thick and cloudy weather. At noon the extremes of 
— — . Montague Ifland bore from S. W. half W. to W. by N, Cape 

Htnehinbroke N. W. by W, 8 or 9 leagues. 

"£. moderate breeze and clear. At noon the extremities of the 
land bore from W, N. W. to N. £. by N. The body of Mon* 
" tague Ifland W. N. W, diflant from the main land $ cr $ 
leagues. 


5 59 17 


6 59 56 


8 60 23 


16 59 53 213 35 


*7 59 58 5 * 



APPENDIX. 


TABLE Vn. emimmd. 


RoUT£ •/ ibt IPHICEKIA /rM CoOK*t RlVSt. !• NoOTKA, or KiKO GfiOADS*! SoUVO* iff tht 
N. W. Coast Ameazca. 


Ttm, 

L^iituit 

J^ortb, 

IsnritmJe 

Fariat* 

ijSH 

Deg, Mtn, 

Deg. Mm. 

Deg. Mm. 


59 Sa 

214 2 

— 


59 57 

215 51 

— 

<0 

59 57 

216 14 

— 

21 

59 18 

216 23 

— 

22 

59 

5 

217 10 

— 

23 

59 

215 38 

— 

*4 

59 »4 

216 47 

— 

as 

59 0 

216 30 

— 

26 

59 

5 

2i6 18 

— 

a? 

59 

9 

217 13 

— 

28 

59 

317 54 

— 

29 

59 a6 per Ac. 

219 20 

— 

30 

31 

Jhg. I 

59 27 
59 41 

59 10 per Ac 

219 42 
219 47 
a »9 33 

— 

2 

59 >6 

22 11 



ffituls, fFeatber^ mnd Jttm^ku 


N. and E. light winds and calm. At a P. M. Kay's Ifland bore 
N. £. half E. diftant 13 or 14 leagues. At noon the S. endef 
ditto bore N. E. by E. half E.*didant loleagues; the extremes 
of the continent from N. N. £. half £. to W. by N. 

Variable; at times a light breexe, at others heavy iqualls with 
rain. At midnight pafledthe S. end oi Ka .e's ifland. At 
noon Cape Suckling bore W. by N. didant 3 or 4 leagues. 

S. xndE. light breezes; at 3 P. M. £. N. £. Iieavy fqualls, with 
rain. At noon the body .of Kaye’s Ifiand bore S. W. the ex- 
tremities of tlie condnent from Cape Suckling W. by S. toN. £. 
half E. diftant it leagues. 

N. K. hazyivcather. No land in fight. 

" Frcfti gales, with rain- At 3 P. M. blowing very hard. At 7 
a heavy fea, whh the gale increafing from the N. £. and ex- 
tremely cold. 

E. and E by N. frefh breezes. At x 1 P. M. h blowed very hard 
, and a heavy fea. 

{ £. N. E. cloudy and hazy weather. About 3 A. M. the wind 
fhifted to the N. drong gales, heavy fqualls, and thick weather. 
At I P. M. faw Kaye’s Idand, the S. end bearing N.W. by N, 
didant i o leagues. 

N. E. dror.g gales, with heavy fqualls. 

{ N. E. light airs with calms. In the morning the wind S. W. 
thick hazy weatlter and rain. 

{ 5 . £. light airs. At 1 0 P. M. wind K E. and to E. At 5 A.M. 

Southward and Eaftward. At noon light winds from £. S. £. 
r Light airs and calm. At 6 A. M. faw land, the extremities from 
^ N. N. E. half E. to N. W. didant off dxore about 14 leagues. 

{ Southward and Wedward ; a light breeze. Steering in for tha 
land to the Northward of Beering’s Bay. 

Variable, with iiglit aira. At nocm calm and hazy, 

Wedward ; a light breeze. Sent the long-boat on (hone. 

N. £. blew drong, with heavy rain. Hoided in the long-boat. 
r S. £. At fiin-rile E. and E. N. Atnoon light wbds ; theez 
4 tremhies of die land from K, W. to £. S. £, didant from Ibore 
L so leagues. 



A F P E N D I X. 


Latitude 

Lenpitude 

Variat. 

North. 

1 

Eajl, 


TABLE VIL ewiinneim 

Eotm Iphioewia, ftam Cook’s River /a Nootka ur King Gbokoe^s Soukd* m tbt 

N. W, Coast cf America. 


Wlndit fFtather, and Rtmarks*, 


-Calm at noon. At 3 P. M. a light breeze from the N, Weft- 
ward. Saw Mount St. Elias bearing N. W. by W. about 20 
leagues. Sent the jolly-boat for a very large bird on the water. 

^ At 6 A. M. faw a fmoak; ordered die jol 1 y.boat to proceed 
within a mile of tlie (bore, to fee if there was any appearance of 
inhabitants, and dropped anchor. The boat returned. 

The place where the ftiip lay called Tianna’s Roads. 

{ W. S. W. plealant weather; at noon cloudy. The extremities of 
the land from W. S. W, to S. E. half E. Cape Fair Weather 
N E.>yN.and Crofs Cape S.E. by E. diftant from theneareft 
land 4 miles. 

{ Light breeze from theS. W. cloudy. Saw illands ofice in runnuig 
in for Crofs Sound. 

f Moderate and fair. In the afternoon running along the Ihore 
to the Eaftward ; the extremities of the land from W. S. W, to 


1788. Min. \ Deg. 


’ Aug * 3 59 10 221 27 

4 59 1 33 

5 58 10 per Ac. 2J3 i; 

6 53 2 223 z6 

7 57 3 ® >5 

8 57 If pw Ac. 224 8 I 


’ Moderate and fair. In the afterno 
< to the Eaftward ; the extremities ol 
S. E. by S. off (bore 3 or 4 miles. 
N. W. moderate weather. At a P; 
* large bay. At noon hazy. The bay V 

. N. N. £. off fhorr 3 leagues. 


56 


10 55 21 225 57 


14 54 43 «7 37 


N. W. moderate weather. At a P; M. faw the appearance of a 
large bay. At noon hazy. The bay we left in the evening bearing 
N. N. E. off ftiore 3 leagues. 

Weftward ; a frefh breeze and fair weather. At noon Mount 
Edgecombe bore N. W. by W. half W. and the extremities of 
the land frem N.W. half W. to E.S.E, diftant offftiore 4 miles, 
r Weftward ; a brifle gale. At 2 P, M. faw tlie appearance of a bay 
J bearing N. N. E. At noon the extremities of the land bore from 
t N. N W. half W, to E.S E diftant about 8 or 9 leagues. 

Northward and Weftward ; a briHc gale. At j P, M. faw Cape 
Adamfon, which lies in 55” xg' N. and aafi® 4'£aft; and 
Cape Barnett, which is in 55® 39' N, and 336" 4' E, At an. 
cborin Sea Otter Harbour. 

Hazy, with rain. Cutting wood and watering. 

Exploring the head of the ftraits. At 8 P. M. ftecred through the 
mouth of the ftraits ; Cape Barnet bearing S.W. by W. half W. 
and Cape Adamfon S.by W. halfW. At noon Cape Adam- 
fon bore N. W. by W. and Cape Barnett N. W. an 

iOand which was named Douglas Illand, lying in 54* 51' N, 
and 336" 43' E, 

W. a ftcady breeze; clear weather. At t A. M. a ftiffgale| 
thick foggy weather. At 9 A.M. Douglas IBandbore W. 
by N. half N. At noon land bore from £» by N. to N, W, 
by N. Off Ihore 4 leagues. 



APPENDIX. 

TABLE VII. continued. 

Eoute tf iht Iphxcekia frm Cook’i Rive*. Nqotk a, or Kino George’s Sound, on the 
N.W. Coast of America. 


Ttm$, 

Latitude 

Longitude 

Fariat. 

North, 

Eaji, 

Eaji, 

1788. 

Deg. M/n, 

Deg. Min. 

Deg. Mm. 

Aug.ii 

54 S» 

257 J4 

— 

21 

54 6 

228 4 

_ 


53 55 ^29 30 


17 4J per Az. 
17 39 per Am. 


24 5 * 4^ per Ac. 

25 


36 49 42 


-{ 


tVindSt Weather^ and Remarh, 


r N. W, lirft part a brilk gale. At 3 P. M. dropt anchor in Port 
I Meares. Latitude of the fliipa at anchor 54" 5 1 ' and by feveral 
I obfervations of the fun and moon the longitude was 227* 54". 
Remained in Meares' s Bay till the a 1 11 . 

3 P. M. w'clghed anchor and Hood to fea, atS. E. with a 
frelh breeze from the Weft ward. At noon the extremes of 
land bore from E. by N. half N to W. by S. 

^ * Weftward ; a ftcady breeze. At 8 P. M. failed round a low point 
of land, wliich was named Point Rofs, lying in 54" 18' N. la- 
titude, and in aaS* 39' E. longitude. At 9 P. M. dropt an- 
chor 3 or 4 miles from the ifland ; the extremes of which bore 
fiom N. by W. to S. E. by E, half E. At 6 A. M. weiglied 
anchor. At noon light winds, calm, and clear; the extremes 
of the ifland bore from N. N. W. to S. half E. diftant 8 or 9 
leagues; the continent from E. by S. to N. N. E. diftant 9 
leagues. 

’’Variable; light winds. At 9 A. M. by 5 obferved diftances of 
. the fun and moon, the longitude was 230* i6'£. tlie extremes 
of the continent bore from N.W. by N. half N. to E. by S. 

N-. W, to S. S. E. At midnight a thick fog, with rain. 

Weftward ; thick and foggy. At noon winds, with a thick fog. 

Light winds. At 8 P. M. wind fliifted to W. and clear weather. 
At fun-rife faw land, bearing N, E. by E. diftant 10 leagues. 
J At 10 A. M. wind N. W. and encreafed to a ftrong gale. At 
] half pall 9 A. M. got feveral diftances of the fun and moon, 

L which ntade the longitude 23 a" 3 8 ' E. At noon a ftrong gale, 
fleering E. N. E. 

r N, W. a ftrong gale. At 7 A. M. Captain Meares came olFin a 
J Canoe, with fome of the natives, and piloted us into Friendly 
I Cove, w here we remained till the a 7 th Oaober. 


TABLE 







A P P E N 


D I X. 


TABLE VIIL 

Route ^ IpHiGENiA N. W. America Schooner, yrawNooTKA* «»• Kikc G£OB.ok*« 
Sound, w Sandwich-Islands. 


' Time . 

Latitude 

North . 

Longitude 

Eaji . 

Variat . 

EaJi . 

1788. 

Deg . 

Mini 

Deg . Mtn 

Deg . Min . 

Of?. 27 

— 

— 

— 

28 

49 

3 

232 

26 

— 

29 

j 48 

13 

231 

28 

— 

30 

1 

47 

39 

230 

*3 

— 

31 

45 

38 

229 

28 ! 

— 

I 

50 

per Ac. 

229 

36 

■■ 

2 

46 

8 1 

229 

48 

— 

3 

45 

8 

2 z8 

44 

— 

4 

44 33 

per Ac 

229 

4 

— 

5 

43 

51 

229 

33 

— 

6 

42 

5 * 

230 

34 

— 

7 

41 

57 


1 

- 

8 

40 

51 

229 

50 

— 

9 

i 40 

6 

228 

50 

— 

10 

39 

29 

227 

45 

— — . 

11 

38 

49 

226 

51 

1 5 X per Am. 

12 

37 

55 

225 

37 

■■ 

13 

36 

50 

222 


— 

14 

35 

22 

220 

35 

— 


n 5 « 

per Ac 

218 

42 


16 

33 

>5 

217 

38 



17 1 

i 

3 ^ 

46 

216 

39 

— 


fVindtt JVeatherf and Rtmarku 


— { 


Eaftward ; a light breeze. At noon nude a fignal for the N. W. 
America to get under way. We were towed out of Friendly 
Cove, to proceed on our way to the Sandwich Iflands. 

P £. andN. E. by E. At 4. P.M. fqually, withliail. Mod of the 
night winds light and variable. In the morning wind S. E. 
with fqualls of Iiail and rain. 

Eaftward; llrong gales and fqualls. At 7 A. M. a heavy fea. 
f E.S.E. m nlcratc wind, with a heavy fwell. At 3 P. M. wind S. 

■< At 6 A, M. w^nd N. Weftward. At noon N. W, a fteady 

I gale. 

N. W. frefli gales and cloudy. At 1 1 A. M. wind S. E. 
Southward, llrong ga'es. At a A. M. heavy fqualls. 
r W. S. W. ftrong gales. At 9 A. M. wind S. E. and moderate 
\ weather. 

{ S.E. moderate weather. At 8 P. M. wind N, W. with a fine 
ftcady breeze, 

S, W. by W. cloudy. At 8 P, M, wind S. and fqually. At lo 
wind W. S. W,; afterwards variable. 

W, ftrong gales, and violent fqualls. 

S. W, ftrong gales, and heavy fqualls, 

S. W, moderate and fair. At 6 A. M. wind S. At 8 windS.W, 
f Variable; light winds, with rain, At 10 P. M, wind Nortlrwardi 
^ frcfti gales and clear weather, 

N. W. moderate and lair. At midnight wind S. W, 

S. E. light winds and pleafant weather. 

S, £. to N. E. pleafant. 

N. and Eaftward; moderate breezes and cloudy, 
r N. E. a fteady breeze. At 8 P. M. got fcvcral diftanccaof the ftar 
L Aldebaran, and the moon, which made the (hip in 334.* 35' E, 
Eaftward ; frefti breezes and cloudy, with flying fqualls of rain, 
Eaftward ; frclh breezes and fqually. 

{ From S. E. to S. W, and N.E. Firft and latter parts frclh breezes 
and cloudy ; middle part light winds, and flying fliowers of 
rain. 

r N. E. toW. moderate and cloudy. At 9 P. M. fqually. At I 
1 A. M. calm. At 1 x A. M, a liglit breeze from the South- 
j ward. 



APPENDIX. 


TABLE VIII. eoHt'muti, 


Ro0Te«//ib«IrHioENiA and Vi, W. America Schooner, /rtmNooTK A. er Kimo Oeoeoee 
Sound, to the Sandwich-Islands, 


Time, 


Latitude 

North. 


Longitude 

iaft. 


Deg, Min. 


Deg, Min, 


1788. 

Nov, 18 

19 

20 

SI 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

D^c, I 


3 

4 

5 

6 


31 

41 

30 

25 

29 

24 

29 

6 

28 

41 

28 

26 

28 

28 

a? 

56 

a? 

37 

26 

36 

25 

38 

24 

57 

25 

17 

25 

*3 

25 

0 

24 

21 

22 

57 

21 

59 


215 8 

213 39 
213 9 

212 18 
210 42 

209 40 

209 21 

210 3 

209 23 

208 20 
207 12 

206 10 

207 30 

2 o 3 48{ 

208 28 
208 16 
207 36 
205 3() 


Variat, 

Eaji, 


Deg. Mitt. 


tt 11 per Am. 

II AO per Am. 

- { 

- { 

- { 

- { 


8 toper Ax. 
10 >4 per Am. 


9 54 per Ax. 



fFinds, ffeatbert and Remarks, 


Southward ; light winds, with rain. At midnight variable, with 
heavy fqualls of wind and rain. At a A. M. wind N. N.W, a 
frefh gale, with lightning. At noon fair. 

Northward j a ftcady breeze and cloudy. 

Southward and Eaftward ; moderate and cloudy. 

S. S. £. pleafant. 

S. S. £. moderate and fair. 

S. S. E. frcfli breezes j fqually, with rain. Saw feveral gulls 
and a grampus. 

S. Eaftwardj frefli gales; fqually, with rain. At 8. A.M. wind 
S. S. W. 

S, W. frefh, with fqualls. In the morning moderate and calm. 
A number of boobies flying about the (hip. 

Southward; moderate and fair. In the morning wind S. E, 
and fqually. 

S. E. moderate and cloudy. 

S, E. and S. E. by S, frefli breezes and fqually. 

Wind and weather as yeflerday. 

S. S. E. andS, by E. At midnight it blew a frefli gale. 

S. and S. by E. moderate and cloudy. 

Southward ; light winds and cloudy. 

S* S. E. and £. S. E. light winds, and pleafant weather 

E. and E, S. E. frefli breezes, 

E. S. £. frefli breezes. 

Frclh gales and cloudy. At midnight rain. At 1 A. M. fqually. 
At day-light faw Owhyhee, the W. end bearing S. S. W. three 
quarters W, diflant 9 or 1 0 leagues. Mowee W. diftant 7 
leagues. At 1 0 A. M, oflf the ifland off Mowee, 


table 






appendix. 


Tme. 

1 Latitude 

Longitude 

Fariat. 

North. 

Eajl. 

Eaji. 

00 

00 

Deg. Mm. 

Deg. Min. 

Deg. Mia. 

Dfc, 7 

— 



■ ■ 


8 20 2t 


9 19 44 


10 19 35 


21 20 36 




table IX. 

Route Iphigbmia W. America Schooner, attht Sandwich-Iilakdi, 

. Latitude Lmtltude Fariat. 

North. Eajl. Ea/i. Winit^ Weather^ and Kmarh, 


{ Variable; light winds and rain. At noon light windt. The ex- 
tremes of Owhyhcc from S. E. by E. to W. S. W. diitaatoff 
fliore 3 leagues. 

r Variable ; light winds, with cloudy weather, A great number of 
\ canoes came off from Toe-yah-yah Bay. 

{ Light winds off the land. At a A. M. a heavy rain, with 
thunder and lightning. At noon the extremes of Owhyhee 
bore from S. S. E. to N. by E, Off fliore 4. miles. 

{ Light winds. Off Owhyhee. At a A. M. dropt anchor in Ka- 
rakakooa-bay, where we remained till the aoth. 

Light breezes from the land. Weighed anchor and flood for an 
< ofling, when a heavy fquall came on from the Weflwardj af- 
terwards moderate weather. 

"S. W, moderate and fair weather. At fun-fetthc extremes of 
Owhyhee bore S. E. by S. to N. N. E. 3 or 4. leagues. At 
noon a frefh gale at S. W. Mowee bore S. E. half E. to N.W. 
byN.; the body of Tahoorowa S. W. half S. j Morokennt 
W.S.W. ; Ranai W, half S, ; and Morotoi W, N. W. half N. 

. diflant from Mowee 4 miles. 

Southward; a frefli gale. Stood for the W, end of Mowee, 
Dropt anchor in 5 fathoms and a half. The extremes of Mowee 
J bore S, E. by E. to W, half S. off Ihore a miles ; Morokenne 
I 8. E. I quarter S, ; [^the body of Tahoorowa S, by E, and 
Ranai W. by S. 

Variable; with fqualls of rain. Receiving water on board the fbip 
Variable; light airs and calm. Receiving ditto. 

Calm. At 4 P. M. light breeze from the land. Receiving ditto 
r Variable; light airs. Weighed anchor. At noon light winds, 
\ Mowee bore W. by N. to E. by 5 . Off fliore 4 or 5 miles, 
jCalm; light airs. At noon in mid- channel, between Mowee and 
b Ranai. 

"S. E. a frcfli breeze. At 3 P. M. made fail. At fun-fet the 
extremes of Mowee bore E. S. E. toN. E. by E. j the body of 
Tahoorowa S, E. ; Morotoi N. E. by E. to N, W. by W. ; Ra- 
1 nai S. X quarter W. to W. by N. Diflant from Ranai a miles, 
^ ftanding between Ranai and Morotoi. At 8 A. M. a heavy 
gale. Woahoo bore N. by W. to W. by N.’off fliore 4 leagues. 
At noon heavy rain, with thunder and ligluniag, and violeti| 
fqualls of wind from the Southward. 

f 


27 20 
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TABLE IX. continued. 

Routs ^i^flPHiOENiA W. America Schooner, at the Sakdwich-Islandi. 


Hime, 

TySsr 

Dtc. 29 


30 


3 ^ 

1789, 

Jan. I 

2 

3 

12 


*3 


Latitude 



North. ' 


Eoft. 1 


Deg, Min. I Deg. Min, Deg. Min, 


fVtndSf f^eatber^ and Remarks. 


21 14 


21 22 


r Moderate. At 6 P. M. Body of Woahoo N. N. W. ; Morotoi 
E. N. E. Off a fine bay on the N. fide of Morotoi| where we 
I had 8, 7, d, and 5 fathoms, 1 milc«ff{hore. 

J Moderate weather. Made fail for Woahoo. At fun-fet the ex- 
tremes of Woahoo boreW. by S. to W.N.W. •, Morotoi S.E. 
Italf E. to E, half N. At 8 A.M. fpoke with Captam Funtcr^ 
At 9 A. M. failed for Woahoo. At noon Woahoo bore W.. 
^ to N. W. by N. a xmlcs } Morotoi E. S. E. 

Moderate and fair. Working round the S, E. fide of Woahoo» 
. At midnight a ftrong gale. At day-light Woahoo bore N. byW. 
to W. byN.off fhore 4 miles. At 9 A.M. clofe in with the (horc. 

{ Southward and Weftward i frcfti breezes, with rain. At 4 A.M. 
wind Eaftward, and clear, moderate weather. At noon dropt 
anchor 3 miles from a village, and about 2 from a bay, which 
the natives call Witetee Bay, on the S. E. fide of Woahoo, 
InWitetee Bay. 

r In ditto, where we remained till the 10th, when Captain Funter 
\ joined us, and w** both continued till the 1 1 th. 

Southerly ; cloudy, with rain. At 4 P. M. we both weighed, and" 
, flood off between Morotoi and Woahoo. At noon Morotoi 
bore E. half N. to S. W. half W. off Ihorc 4 miles. 

* The gale continued till 8 P. M. when the wind ftiifted to thi 
, Northward, and brought moderate weatlier, with heavy ram. 
At noon dropt anchor in W itctee Bay. 




>5 


i 6 


25 


21 23 


In ditto. 

•■Wind from the land j very heavy fqualls of wind Snd rain. Stood 
out to fea. At 1 in the morning in mtd-channel, between. 
S Morotoi and Woahoo. At fun -rife the body of Morotoi bore 
N. N. E. and Ranki £. 

"At fun- rife the extremes of Woahoo bore N. W. by W. half W. 
to W. by S. off fhore 4 or 5 leagues. At noon faw the 
^ fchooner, W. half S. diftant 4 miles. Kept off and on the 
Ifland of Woahoo till the asth, during which time the an- 
chors were cut away. 

Ts. W. at 4 P. M. with an appearance of a gale from that quarter. 
At 5 P, M. weighed and flood out of Witetee Bay. At day- 
li|^t ftill within the point. The extremes of Woahoo E, by S» 
^ toU, W. by W. off fhore 4 miles. 







A F P E N D I X. 


TABLE IX. continued. 

r 

Route ^/^^Iphioenia and N* W. America Schooner, a/ S akowich Islanim. 


7 tnu, 

Latitude 

Longitude 

Eaji. 

Variat, 

Eaji. 

JVtnds, Weather^ and Rttfurh, 

1789. 


Beg, Min. 

Beg. Min. 

r Light airs and calms. Atfun-fet the extremes oflaad bore B.bjrS* 

Jan. 26 


' 


\ to N. half W. Off (bore 3 miles, 

r S. E. a breeze. At a P. M. Atooi bore W. by N. half N. At 
1 day-light it bore W. by N. to N. W. by N. half K. 5 or 6 

27 




1 leagues. At noon cloudy. The 5 .E, point of Atooi bore 
W. by N, 4 or 5 leagues, 

f Variable ; -fqually with rain. At noon Atooi bore N, E, by E, 

eS 

21 3.0 


j 

1 half £. to N. W. half W. Oneeheow W. half S. 
r Moderate and fair. Dropt anchor in Wymoa Bay at noon, where 

29 



I 

L we remained till the 1 8 th of February, 
f A light breeze. At a P. M. got under way. At fun-fet Wy. 

1 pioa Bay bore N. £. During the night the wind was variable, 

Feh, 19 




j with hght au s. At noon the N. W, end of Qnecheow bore 
[ W, djftant I mile. 

N, Weftward ; frelh breezes, with heavy fqualls. At noon the 

20 

' 

~~ 

- 1 

high bluff on theS, W. fide of Oneeheow bore W».dilhint 

6 or 7 miles. 

’ N, W, ftrong gales. At 1 1 P, M, heavy fqualls. At 8 A. M, 

21 



- 1 

more moderate. At 9 fpoke with the fchooner. At noon Atooi 
bore N. E. by N. to N. by W. dillant 7 leagues. 

• Light gales. At 4 P. M. a frelh gale from the N, N. W, In the 

2.2 



- 1 

morning the extremes of Woahoo bore from E.N.E. to N.N.E, 
dinaat6or7 leagues. AtnoonpafTcdthcW, point of WiteteeBay^ 

' Variable; light winds. At 7 P. M. dropped anchor in Witetee 





Bay, where we Haid till the z4th. 

^Weftward ; a frefli breeze. At fun-fet got under way, in com- 
pany with the fchooner. At day-light the S. W. ^ of Ranai 

25 

10 51 


1 

i 

1 

bore E. by S. ; body of Morotoi N. E. ; Woahoo N. W, dif- 
tant 8 or 9 leagues. At noon Ranai bore from N. by E. half E. 
to E. byN. half N, dillant 5 leagues, 

- W.S.W. firft and middle part a fine breeze ; the latter part calm» 

26 

»9 56 


- i 

At day-light the extremes of Owhyhee bore from N. E, by N* 
to S, E. by £. di llant 7 or 8 leagues. 

Light airs and calms. At fun-fet the body of Mowee bore N.half W, 

a; 

■ 


- { 

At noon the extremes of Owhyhee from N.E.byN, toS.E.byE, 
diflant 7 or 8 leagues 

Light airs and calms. At noon Karakakoea Bay bore S.^ E..half 8» 

28 



1 

dillant 8 or 9 leagues^ 
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TABLE IX. continued. 

Route tf tbt Iphicenia end N. W. America Schooner, Sanovicr Ilandi. 


Timt, 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Eoji. 

VariaU 

Eafi. 

1 fVindSf fFeatheVf and Remarks, 

1789. 

Dejr. Mm. 

beg. Min. 

Deg, Mm, 

1 

^Variable; light airs and calms at times. At fun-rife Owhyhce 

1 bore from N. N. E, half E. to S, S. E, off (hore 6 leagues. At 

\larcb i 

20 6 

i 


1 noon the current had fet us to the Weftward, about 1 0 league* 
from the Owhyhce (horc. 

r Firft part light airs and calm; latter, a plealant breeze, and clear 

1 

mmmmmmrn 



weathert At noon Owhyhce bore from N. half W.to S.E. by S. 
[ diftant from the fliore a leagues. 

f At 4 P, M, dropt anchor in TirowaBay:, where we remained till 

3 



1 

1 the >th. The latitude of the Ihip at anchor was 1 9* 4 x ' N. 
r A breeze off land. At midnight got under way ; and at noon the 

9 

20 31 


j 

E, end of Mowee bore N, E, by E, half E, ; Tahoorowa from 
1 N.byE.toN. W.halfN. 

^ A frclh trade wind. At day-light Woahoo bore from N, by E, 

10 



‘ ■■ 

— 

to N, W. half W. At 6 A. M. wind variable ; heavy rain. 
^ At 1 1 dropt anchor off Witetee Bay, 

11 

'■ ’■ ” 




Light airs and variable. Off ditto, 
r Frclh breezes, with cloudy weather and rain. At i A, M, made 

12 




fail for Atooi, At day-light Woahoo bore from E, by N, to 
L N. N, W, half W. diftant 3 leagues, 
r N, N. E, a frclh gale, At midnight dropt apehor a miles E, of the 

*3 




[ anchoring grour.ii, off Atooi, 

14 

— 



Light winds, and variable. Off Atooi. 
f Wind off the land. At 5 P. M. got under way for Oneeheow. 

*5 

— 


— 

1 At noon the extremes of Oneeheow bore from N , half £, to S, 
L Off Ihore 4 miles. 

16 


_ 

I. ■ ■ 

Frclh breezes off land. Off Oneeheow, 

*7 




Off Oneeheow, 


TABU 





A P P E N D I X. 


TABLE X: 


Latitude 

Longitude 

Variat, I 

North. 

Eaji. 

EaJi. 


March i8 22 31 198 54 


HouTE 0^ IpHiGENiA N. W. Amehica Schooner, SANDWiCH-IlLAin>ly t§ 

Nootka, or King George's Sound. 


fVindSf Wcathift and Remarks* 


Deg. Afin. 

{ N. E. At fun fet made fail ; the extremes of Oneelieow bw from 
E. half N. to N. N. E. diftant i 1 eagues , 

{ Moderate and fair. At 3 A. M. faw land. At 4 pretty clofe up 
with it. At day -light this idand or rock, which bears the 
form of a faddle, was named Bird Ifland; it lies in the latitude 
of 13“ 7' N.and 198® io'£. 

N. N. E. plcafant weather. 

8 34 per Ar. Frefh trade winds, with fqualls of rain. 

' Cloudy, with rain, and much lightning. 

Pleafant breezes and fair. 

— — N. N. E. a Heady trade wind. 


^3 

37 

>97 

16 

24 

49 

>97 

16 

26 

8 

197 

16 

27 

5 

196 

5 > 

27 

55 

196 

7 

28 

56 

196 

37 

29 

54 

197 

49 

31 

8 

199 

34 

31 

56 

200 

27 

3 ^ 

58 

200 

58 { 

33 

23 

20 r 

>9 

33 

41 

201 

47 

34 

31 

202 

40 

35 

21 

204 

10 

36 9 per Ac j 

205 

56 

36 

.9’ 

208 

>5 

36 

10 

210 

>3 

37 

14 

213 

13 

1 

31 


41 

39 

56 

218 

22 

41 36 

per Ac 

220 

>3 


{ Moderate and cloudy weatlier. At midnight the wind drew round 
toE.by S. 


toE.byS. 

E. moderate, and cloudy weather. 
S. E. moderate, and hazy weather. 
' E. light winds, and fair weallicr. 
, the fliip. 


Several gulls flying about 




Light airs and calms. 

Variable; light winds. At loP. M. wind N. E. A number 
of birds flying about the fbip. 

N. E. moderate and cloudy weather. In the night, wind variable, 
with fqualls of rain. 

Squally, with rain. 

Firft and middle parts moderate and cloudy. Latter part wind 
S. S.W. a frefh gale. 

Weftward ; a frefh gale. At half pafl a P.M. got feveral fcts of lu- 
nar obfcrvations ; by thejr medium the fhip was in ao6® 4' E. 

Northward ; ftrong gales with heavy fqualls. Numbers of birds 
flying about. Saw fome rock weed. 

Northward and Weftward ; ftrong gales, with heavy fqualls. 

> Found the current had fet us ao' by D. R. to the Northward of 

1 our latitude by obfervation. 

j- Frefh gales and fqually, with rain. Thefe 24 hours our reckon. 

^ ing differed ao miles from our obfervation, 

S, frefh breexes and cloudy. 
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TAB 


continued* 



Route ^//^Ipwioenia and N. W. America Schooner, /row iht Sand wich-Tslanb* 
NootkAi tfr King George’s Sound. 


fVindiy fFeather, and Remark 


{ Variable,' with rainy, hazy weather. At lo A. M. wind N. with 
a heavy gale. 

______ Strong gales, with hazy weather. 

W. N. W. heavy fqualls At 5 A. M. a perfect hurricane. 
___ At 6 P. M. moderate, 

S. Weftward j moderate rfnd hazy, 
r Firft part light winds. Middle and latter, a frelh breeze, with- 
' ^ £6g and rain. 

r Strong gales, with hazy weather, rain and hail. At 7 A. M. got 
^ one diftance of the fun and moon. Longitude a 18^ 4'. 

7 4 per At. S. E. moderate and hazy. 

f Variable, with frequent Ihowers of hail. Saw the Coaft of Ame» 

' I rica, extending from N. half £. to E. N. E. diftant »o leagues. 

Light winds and variable, with cloudy weather. At fun-fet the 
J extremes of land bore from N. W. by N. to E. half N. diftant 
1 10 leagues. At noon calm; Land from N. W. by W. to 
1 . E. half S.; the entrance of NootkaN, 75”E.diflant 8 leagues. 

J. At II A. M. dropt anchor in Friendly Cove, where we were dc- 
I tained till the i ft of J unc. 


.789. 

April 10 41 16 per Ac. 

II 41 4 ^ 

la 4 » 35 

13 43 o 

14 44 15 

15 46 5 

16 47 53 

»7 49 7 

18 49 44 

19 49 37 


D/g. Mtn. 

222 3 

222 34 

223 59 

225 13 

226 42 

228 6 

228 4 

230 o 

231 23 


TAB! E XI. 

Route the IPHloENiA/rm Nootra, or King George’s Sound, a fecond Jime, to the 

Sandwich Islands. 


1789. 
June I 

Deg. Min. 

Deg, Min. J 

a 

— 

— 

3 

50 4a 

230 29 

4 

51 33 

229 37 


r Northward. At fim-fctNootka Sound bore N. half W. diftant 
I 7 or 8 leagues. 

f At neon thick hazy weather. Nootka Sound bore N. E. half E. 

\ diftant 14 leagues. 

f S. E. frefh breezes and hazy. At fun-f«t Woody Point bore N. W: 
by N. diftant 2 leagues; and the Wefternmoft of Lance's Iflands 


C S. E. frefh breezes and hazy. 

■ J by N. diftant 2 leagues; an( 
I N. by E. diftant 5 leagues. 
f S, W. light winds, fair weatl 
'■ J of Lance’s Ifland bore E. b 
\ W. by N. diftant 1.6 or 1 7 


S, W. light winds, fair weather. At 7 P. M. the Wefternmoft 
of Lance’s Ifland bore E. by S. At noon Cape St. Jama boir 
W. by N. diftant 1.6 or 1 7 leagues. 
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TABLE XL continued. 

Route Iphioeki A from Nootka, or King Geokce’s Sound, a fecond VTimo^ toiho 

Sandwich-Islands. 


Latitude 

North. 


fFindSf Pfeather^ and Remarks. 


54 46 




226 39 


. S. W. firfl: part fair weather. At fun-fct the Southern extremity 
J of Prince William’s I Hand bore W. half N. la Ifiagues. At 
I fun-rife the extremes of Charlattc’s Ifland bore from W*. N. W. 
^ to W. by S. diftant a leagues. At noon thick, fog and rain. 

J S. E. ftrong gales, thick fog, and heavy rain. At 6 A. M. faw 
1 a number of fea-otters. At 1 1 ditto faw a fmall barren ifland. 

{ S. E. freth breezes, hazy. At 3 P. M. out of fight of the ifland, 
and furrounded with a number of fnc^l ifleti and rocks. At 
noon wind S, E. 

Moderate and fair. At 6 P. M, dropped anchor abreaft of Fort 
Pitt, in 54" 5 N. latitude and 329*^43 longitude E. ; Cape 
Farmer in 540 35', »»9* t6'; Cape Murray 34" 43', aaj* 10 
Petrie’s Ifland 5 4« 4a', aa9* »o'} and Mount St. Lazaro 
in 54® 5»' and 2S0'* 56' E. 

{ '“S. W.’a thick fog. At 6 A. M. tlie extremes of land bore from 
N. E. toW. S.W.; Queen Charlotte's I fles from S. S. E. 
to S, S. W, diftant 1 2 leagues. At noon hazy. Port Meares 
bore W. by N. 

r Cloudy and rain. At 7 P.M. dropt anchor in Haines’s Cove j in 
1 latitude 54'* 57', longitude 228® 3', where we ftaid till thei9th. 
f S.W. cloudy^ hazy weather. At half pall 8 A MT; weighed an- 

i chor. At noon the land from Cape Murray bore from N. E. 
by E. to a high bluff land named Cape Irving, which, with Cape 
Murray, forms the entrance of Poit Meares, Cape Irving 
N. W. halfW. f Cape Irving lies in 54" 49'N.and 227 ’ 43,E.j 
the N, W. point ot Q^Charlottc’s Ifland bore S. by W. halfW. 

1 2 or 1 3 leagues. 

r S.W. moderate and cloudy. At fun-fet Charlotte’s Ifland bore 
from N. E. half N. to W. by N. At i o P. M; dropt anchor 
[ offM‘Intirc'5 Bay, which lies in J3 ' 58'N.andjn 228* 6'E. 
f S. E. moderate and cloudy. At 7 A. M. weighed anchor j paf- 
fed Cox’s Channel, between Q^Clurlotte’s Ifland and an iflan, 
k off the N. W. end of it, 

Wcftwaid J. moderate breezes and cloudy. Sent fome men on Ihorcd 
' Moderate and doudy. At 6 A. M. weighed and flood acrofs the 
channel of Beal's Harbour. At 10 dropped anchor in Beale's 
Harbour, which lies in 54® | 8 'N. and in 227“ 6' E. where 
we flaid till the »7th, 

r N. E. light winds. At 4 P. M. made fail, and fleered through- 
•j Cox’s Channel. At noon the extremes of the ifland bore from 
I N. N. £. to E. S. £. half diftant 7 or 11 leaguet, 







APPENDIX. 


TABLE XI. continued. 

Route tf tht IPHioENiA/rowNooTKA, or Kino George’s Sound, afecondTtme^ tothe 
Sandwich Islands. 


^ Latitude Longitude , 

liorth. Eaji, \ 


1789. I I I 



48 

43 

48 

28 

44 

35 

4i 

36 

40 

33 

38 

40 

36 

26 

34 

SO 

33 

7 

3* 

22 

29 

26 

27 

31 

26 

2 

24 

26 

23 

16 

20 

5* 


ffmdst fVeather^ and Remarks, 


Dig. Min, 

f S. E. light winds, with hazy, cloudy weather. At fun -rife Char* 
\ lotte’s Idand boar N. E.by N, diOant 17 or 18 leagues. 

S. S, E. to S W. mode rate and cloudy. 

Variable, with hazy, rainy, fqually weather. 

S, W. fredi breezes and hazy. 

S. W. hazy weather. Latter part fqually, with a ftedi breeze. 

Fredi breeze, with a thick fog. Latter ]>art clear. 

■ N. N. W. a dcady breeze, with ffiir weather. 

Wind and weather as yefterday. 

f N. W. fredi breezes. Pad a quantity of rock-weed. Saw fcveral 
•birds on the wing, of the plover kind, fomc whales, and a 
number of black ducks. 

r S. W, and W. S. W. light winds and cloudy weather. Saw 
' \ large quantities of rock-weed, and a number of biids. 

— — — N. W. fredi bieczes, and fqually, 

- Moderate weather and cloudy 

- N, E. a fteady trade- wind, and cloudy. 

. A fteady trade-wind, and cloudy. 

— Ditto. 

- A fteady breeze end clear. In the morning got feveral fets of 
■ t diftances of the fun and moon, the mean of which was a i a® 58 

- Pleafant trade wind, with clear weather. 

— — J-ight winds and clear weathei . 

Ditto. 

r E. N. E. to S. E. light winds. At half paft 9 A. M. by feve* 
\ ral fets of obfervations, the longitude was 206® ao'. 

{ Moderate bieczes, with flying fqualls of rain. At day-light 
Mowee bore S. W. half W. diftant 23 leagues; Owliyhee 
S. W. by W. 28 leagues At noon the extiemesof Owhyhec 
bore from S. by E.lo S.W, diftant 1$ leagues. Mowee W. by S. 

{ Pleafant broczes, with fair weather. At fun- rife the extremes of 
Owhyhec bore from N. E. by N. to S. half E, off ftiore 2 
leagues} where wc ftaid till the a7th. 

( Variable, light winds. Middle and latter part frefh trade. At 
noon the extremes of Woahoo bore from W. by N. to N.N.W. 
diftant 4 or 5 leagues. 

- E. N. E. a fteady breeze. At 4 P M. dropt anchor in Witetce 
j Bay, in which, and amongft the other Sandwich 1 Hands, we 
\ ftaid till the lath of Aiiguft. 




A P P £ N D I r. 


TABLE Xn. 

Routi •/the ItniQtviKfrtm thi lavDwicn Islaicdi f CniJMAt 



Latitudt 

North. 

LontUudi 

Eaji. 1 

Fariat, 

Eafi, 

1789. 

D'i- 

Min. 

Dig. Min, 

Dig. Min, 

12 

21 

49 

*95 

— 

13 

22 

0 

*93 a 

— 

H 

22 

16 

191 31 

— 

*5 

22 

19 

190 18^ 


16 

21 

52 

»88 57 

— — 

*7 

21 

33 

187 30 

— 

18 

21 

8 

0 

00 

— 

19 

20 

44 

183 40 

— 

20 

20 

21 

181 44 



21 

*9 

33 

180 4 

_ 

22 

19 

41 

178 36 


23 

19 

28 

177 26 


24 

19 

32 

177 3 

— 

25 

19 

53 

>76 35 

— 

26 

20 

26 

»75 3 * 

— 

27 

21 

0 

'73 55 

— 

28 

21 

21 

172 15 

■ 

29 

21 

35 

167 50 

— 

30 

21 

36 

166 31 

— 


21 

44 

165 18 

— 

Sipt, 1 

— 

— 

164 41 

— 

2 

21 

40 

163 36 

— 

3 

21 

22 

162 4 

— 

4 

21 

24 

160 12 



5 

2Z 

*5 , 

00 

Cv 



fFinJs, ffitatbirt and Rmarks* 


E. N. B» a freft trade wind. 

A fleady trade wind, and clear. 

Dght winda, and pleafant weather^ 

Ditto, and liot, fultry weather. 

Light winds. 

Varying from S. S. to N. E. 

{ Pleafant breezes and fair. At midnight lightning all found Hat 
compafs. At 10 A. M. faw the appearance of land inthaS. B, 
ijuarter j (bortly after faw large docks of birds. 

Cloudy } lightning as laft night. In the morning clear. 

A ileady trade-wind. In the night heavy (howers of nun. 
Pleafant breezes, and fair. 

Light breezes, and fair. 

Lig^t airs, with hot, fultry weather. 

Ditto, and calms. 

Variable; light airs, with flying Ihowera. 

Ditto, with calms, and light airs. 

Pleafant breezes, and fair. 

Moderate breezes ; hot and fuhry. 

{ Light winds. At 3 P. M. got a fet of aftronomical obfervations, 
which made the fljip in i6j* of longitude, being upwards 
of 3'’ a- head of account. At 6 P. M. faw numbers of birds in 
flocks. 

j Light winds, and cloudy. In the morning wind S. by B. with 
[ flying Iqualls of rain. 

S, S. E. cloudy, with heavy Ihowers of rain. 

‘Variable ; light winds. At 7 P. M. obferved the diftance of the 
moon from the ftar Antare^, weft of her ; wliich made tlie (hip 
S in longitude 165® 1 a'. At the fame time obferved the diftance 
of the liar Pegafiis from the moon's remote limb, E. of her, 
^ which made the fhip in longitude 163* 1 o' E. 
r Light winds, und fair. In the night heavy rain, with much 
[ thunder and lightning. 

Squally, with thunder, lightning, and heavy rain. 

{ Heavy fqualls of wind and rain, with peals of thunder, and much 
lightning. At 10 A. M. faw hundreds of birds flying 
Freib breezes, fqually, and cloudy. 

h 
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TABLE XIL eontmued. 

1LoUT£ of the lFHZO£N|A/r0«/i&«SANDWICH Isi.ANDt CHIHA. 




APPENDIX. 


TABLE XII. continued. 

Route tf tht Ifhioekia from tht Sandwich-Islandi to Chima. 


Time , 


MB 


00 

VO 

Deg, Min. 

Deg. Min. 

Deg. Min. 

Sept , 22 

21 

28 

132 50 

— { 


21 

30 

131 27 

— 

24 

21 

29 

*30 5 49 

— 

25 

21 

3^. 

129 18 

r 

26 

21 

25 

128 9 

{ 

27 

21 

12 

126 52 

— 

28 

21 

24 

125 12 


29 

22 

22 

122 23 

-{ 

30 

21 

53 

— 

-{ 

05 . I 

21 

49 

— 

-{ 

£ 

21 

52 

— 

— 

3 

A 

No obfervat. 


— { 
_ f 

4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— { 


fFindSf fVeathift and Remarks, 


Variable ; a heavy rain. Middle and latter parti a fleady brecEl 
from the Eaftward, witli fair weather. 

Squally, with rain. 

S. S. W. light winds/ and pleafant. 

Ditto. 

Fir /1 and latter parts light airs. Middle, a fine breeit from did 
Eafiward. 

A moderate breeze, and clear. 

N. N. £. a Heady breeze, and pleafant. 

N. N. £. a Heady breeze and clear. At half paH ^ P.M. by • 
number of obfervations of the Har Antares, W. of the moon, 
by the mean of which the Hiip was in 1 14" 1 1 'E.latitude ; Botol 
Tobago Xima bearing S, 75* W. diflant 17 leagues. 

Moderate, and clear weather. At noon the extremes of Formofa 
bore from W. by N. half N. to N. W. by K. dlHant 9 leagues ; 
Botol Tobago Xima N. £. diHant 7 leagues. 

Pleafant breezes, and fair. At fun-fet Formola bore from 
N. W. by N, to N. by E. diHant 3 leagues ; the rocks of Velc 
Rete S. S. W. diHant 3 miles j Botol Tobago Xima E. by N, 
half N. diHant 15 leagues. 

Light breezes and fair. 

FrcHi gales ; thick hazy weath^, with thunder, lightning, and 
hard rain. 

Strong gales and hard fqualls. At 1 1 A. M. got fight of the 
Grand Lema, bearing N. diHant 3 leagues. At noon 
the Grand Lema bore W. half S. diHant 3 leagues. 

FreH) gales; thick and hazy from the EaHward. At t P.M, 
came to in Macao Road. 


TABLE 
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TABLE Xra. 

Kovtm ff ibi N. W. Amskica Schooner, ^.mNootk Ay tr Kivo Gso&ot’tSovwo i$tit 
Samdwich-Iilands. 


Tim/. 

Zsthudi 

Nertb. 

Lontitudi 

Eafi* 

Fariat. 

Eafi, 

^ 1788. 

123^01 


Deg, Min, 

0^. 27 

49 

3" 

233 

— 

28 

49 

18 

- — - 

— 

29 

48 

*4 

— 

— 

30 

47 

43 

— 

— 

31 

46 

4 



— 

Ww. I 


— 


— 

2 

46 

9 

— 

— 

3 

j 

45 6 

" 


w 

5 

43 

4» 

— 

— 

6 

4» 

48 

— 

— 

7 

4* 

57 

— 


8 

40 

54 

— 

— { 

9 

40 

7 



— 

10 

1 % 

39 33 


H { 

ti 

1 


- 


*3 

36 

49 

— 

— 

*4 

>5 

26 

17 

35 

*4 

— 


3^ 49 

— 

1 

— { 

18 

3* 

40 

— 

— { 

*9 

30 

28 

— 

— { 

10 

29 

30 

— 

— 


*9 

3 

— 

9 30 

12 1 

z8 

40 

— 

— 

*3 

28 

3<> 

— 

— 

a4 

28 

31 

— 

— { 

•I 

28 

3 

— 


t6 

*7 

4* 

1 



ffluds, fTtatitr, andRmarku 


£. S. E. fqually, with nin and hail. Left Nootka Sound. 

Ditto, with hard gales, rain, and heavy Tea. 

S. B. and B. N. B. fqually, with nin, and light brccxes. 

N. Wefterly} fqually, with rain, andahighfea. 

Variable; fqually, and rain. 

S. Eafteriy ; ftrong galea, fqually, with rain. 

Wind and weather as yefterday. 

Variable ; light breezes, with ikull rain. 

Variable; freih breezes, fqtully, and fome rain. 

S. Wefterly ; fqually, freft gales, and an high fea. 

S. W. and S. W, by W. cloudy, with drizzly rain, and fqualls. 
S. Wefterly ; moderate breezes, with a heavy fwell. 

S. andN. W. by W. light airs, cloudy, and a heavy fea ; frcfifc 
breezes and clear. 

From W, N, W. to E. pleafant breezes and clear. 

E. S. E. and S. E. pleafant breezes, light airs, and cloudy. 

S. £. and N. £. light breezes and fair ; pleafant breezes and 
cloudy. 

N. E. and N. N. £. pleafant breezes, and cloudy, 

N. E. pleafant breezes, and cloudy. 

E. fqually, with rain. 

S. E. fqually, with rain. 

Variable ; frefh breezes, tfiick and hazy, witli liard rain, and a 
heavy fwell. 

Variable; moderate breezes, widi hard nun, and a heavy fwell; 
light airs, and cloudy. 

From S. S. E. to N. E. fqualls and tain ; with much thunder am} 
lightning, and a high fea. 

N. £. pleafant breezes, and cloudy, wkh feme rain. Saw atro> 
pic bird, a fea pidgcon, and Portugal men of war. 

Variable ; frefh breezes, and cloudy. 

S. Eafterly; pleafant breezes, and fair. 

S. S. £. and ditto. 

S. S. £. and S. E.byS. frefh breezes, fqually, and rain 
S. Wefterly; frefh breeiei^ ftrong gale^ cloudy, and a heaty 
fea. 

8. Wefterly; fqtially with rain, pleafant breezes. 

S. Eafterly; frefh breezes, and cloudy. 
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TABLE XIII. continued. 

Route oftbt N. W. America Schooner, Nootka, 9rKiNG George*! Sound t $ the 
Sandwich-Islands, 


Time, 

Latitude 

North. 

Lm^itutU 

Eaji. 

Variat, 

Eaji. 

Windiy Weather^ and Remarks, 

1788. 

Deg. Min. 

Deg, M n. 

Deg. Min, 


Nov, 27 

26 26 

— 

— 

8. Eaftcriy; freHi breezes, with fqualU of rain. 

28 

25 34 

— 

— 

S. E. and S. E, by E. frefh breezes, and cloudy. 

29 

57 

— 

\ 

r S, E.by E. and S. E. by S. freHi breezes and cloudy, with llgfct* 

[ nlng, and fqualls of ra!n. 

30 

25 12 

— — 

— 

S. S. E. freflt breezes and cloudy, with a heavy fea. 

Dec, I 

*5 * 

— 

— 

Variable ; frefli breezes, and cloudy. 

2 

25 0 

— 

— 

S. S. E. and S. by E. light winds, and cloudy. 

3 

24 18 

— 

9 0 

Variable and S, Eaftcriy j light airs and cloudy. 

4 

23 2 

— 

— 

E. S. E. pleafant breezes, and clear. 

5 

21 32 

— 

— 

S, Eaftcriy ; frefti breezes, and feme fqualls of rain. 

6 

At the 

Sandwich 

I Hands. j 

1 

E. S. E. ftrong breezes and cloudy. Mowee bore W. S, W, dif- 
[ tant 1 0 leagues ; Owhyhee S. E. diftant 1 8 leagues 
rLight breezes, and cloudy; off Mowee. At fun- fet Mowee bore 

1 from S. W. by W. to N, W. by N 5 Owhyhee S. E. diftant 

7 

20 4 


[ 10 leagues. At fun-rife Mowee bore N. W. and W. by N, 

I diftant 4 or 5 leagues. At noon Owhyhee bore S, E. and 

L W. S. W. diftant 4 or 5 leagues. 

-Light airs ; hot and fultry. At fun -fet Mowee bore from N. W, 
byN, to W, S. W. ; Owhyhee E. N, E. to S. W. by W, diftant 
3 leagues. At day-light Owhyhee bore from N. E. by N. to S.; 

8 

*9 34 


' 4 

Mowee N. W, by N. to W. N. W. ; Tahoorowa W. by N. 
diftant 3 leagues. At noon Owhyhee bore from S. half E. 
to N.E, Off Toe-yah-yah Bay. Mowee bore from N, by W. 
to N. W, by N. 

> Squally, with rain, and much thunder and lightning, and foggy. 

9 




At fun -fet Owhyhee bore from N. by E. to S. by W. diftant 
, 3 leagues. Standing into Karakakooa Bay. 


i 


TABLE 



APPENDIX. 

TABLE XIV. 

Route •ftht N. W. America Schooner, at the Sandwich-Iilandi. 


Time, 

1788. 

Dec, xo 


II 


21 


22 


27 


28 


Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Eaji. 

Variat. 

EaJi. 

Windsy PVeather, and Remarks. 

Deg. Min, 

*9 35 

Deg. Min. 

Deg. Min. 

"Variable; light airs, clear, hot and fiiltry. At fun-fetOvvhyliee 
bore from S. half W. to N. W, by N. diftant a leagues ; 
Mowee N. W. , Tahoorowa N. W. by VI'", At fun- rife 

Owh}heebore fiom S. by E. to N. diftant 4 or 5 miles. At 
noon Owhyhee bore from N. N. E. to S. by S. diftant 4 miles, 
r Light breezes and fair. In Karakakooa Bay, where we remained 
till the 20th, At noon the extremes of Owh>hec bore from 



20 39 


' ' ‘ 

S. by E. lialf E. to N. N. W. half W. ; Karakalcooa Bay 
E. by S, diftant 4 leagues. 

S. fqualls and rain. At noon the extremities of Mowee bore 
from N. W. to S. E. by E. off fhore 3 leagues ; the ifland of 
Ranai W, N. W. to W, by S. ; the ifland of Morotoi W, diftant 

1 league; Tahoorowa from S, S, W, to S. W, by W, diftant 
3 leagues. 

"Ficfli breeze from the S. and W. and cloudy. Came to an an- 
chor off the ifland of Mowee, 1 league from fliore ; the extre- 
mities of Ranai bore from W, by N. half N. to S. W, by W.; 



20 50 

1 

— — < 

the ifland of Tahoorowa from S. to S. E, by S. ; the ifland of 
Mowee from S, E, by S, half E, to W. N. W, We remained 
^ at anchor till the »6th, 

"S, S. W, light airs and calms. At fun-fet the ifland of Mowee 
bore from E, by S. to N. W. halfW. lO leagues; Ranai 
fromW. byS. to W.N.W. diftant 4 leagues; the extremities of 
Tahoorowa S. and S. E. diftant 5 leagues. ; Owhyhee from 
S. E. to E. S. E. diftant 1 5 leagues. At noon Mowee bore from 



E. S. E. to N. W.by W. diftant 3 leagues ; Morotoi N. W. ; 
the extremes of Ranai from W. N. W. to W. by S. diftant 4 
leagues; the extremes of Tahoorowa from S by W. to S. S. E. 
diftant 7 leagues ; the body of the rock Morokenne, S.E. by S. 
diftant 8 leagues. 

S. E. — S. and W, S. W. frefli breezes, cloudy, with fqualls and 
rain, thunder and lightning. At fun-fet the extremes of Mowee 
bore from E. S. E. half E. to N. by E. diftant 4 leagues; 
the body of Morotoi N, W. by N. diftant 5 leagues ; Ranai 
S. by W. and W. N W. diftant 4 miles ; Tahoorowa from 
S. by E. to S. E. diftant 9 leagues ; Owhyhee juft light, 

S, E. by S, diftant »o leagues. At fun-rife the extremes of 
Woahoo bore N. W. by W. diftant 8 leagues ; the extremes 
of Morotoi N. E, by N. and E, diftant 6 leagues. 









A P P E N D I X. 


TABLE XIV. eonthmeJ. 

Route of the N. W, America Schooner, at the Sandwich Islandi, 


Time, 

Latitude 

I^’orth, 

Longitude 

Raft, 

Variat, 

JioJ. 

1 iVindst Weatheft and Remarks, 

1788. 

i 

Deg. Min 


Light winds, hard rain, and much thunder and li^toing. AtiUn- 
fet the extremes of Woahoo bore from N. N. W. to W. 

5 leagues. At fiin-nfe the extremes of Woahoo bore N, W, atld 

Dec, 29 

21 17 



N. didant 7 or 8 leagues ; Morotoi from S. E. half E, to S, by E. 
difl.int 6 leagues. At noon light airs, and ctear weather j. th^ 
exti ernes of Woahoo bore from S.W.by W, to W. by N. 

^ 5 leagues ; Morotoi S. E. by E, and E. N. E, diflant 7 leagues. 

“W, S. W. plcafunt, bixezesand cloudy. At fun -fet Woahoo bOm 
N. W. by W. and W. by S. diftant 4 or 5 leagues; MoroUd 
E, by N. and S. hJ. didaut 7 or 8 leagues. At day-light Wo- 

30 

21 26 



ahoo bore fiom S. W. by S. to W. N. W. didant 3 leagues; 
Morotoi E. S. E and E. byN. diftant 8 or 9 leagues. At nook 
Woahoo bore from N. by W. to W. diftant 3 leagues ; Moro- 
toi from E. by N. to S.E. by E. diftant 6 leagues, 
r S. frefti breezes, and cloudy, with fome fqualls of rain. At noon 

1789. 

31 26 

* 


the extremes of Woahoo bore from N. N. W. to E. S. E. dif- 
tant, oft' (ho re, a or 3 leagues. 

' S. and S. by W, frefh breezes, and cloudy. At noon e ex- 

Jan, i 



~ 1 

tremes of Woahoo bore fromN. N. W. to E. S. E. diftant off 
fhore, a or 3 leagues. 

'‘Light airs and variable. At a A, M. pleafant breezes and clear. 

1 At fun-rife the extremes of Woahoo bore from N. N. B. 

2 

21 22 



to E. byN. diftant 10 01 11 leagues. At noon the S. point of 
Woahoo bore from E. by N. to N. diftant 8 leagues; Morotoi 
£. S. E. diftant 15 leagues. 

'S. by E. pleafant breezes, and clear. At fun-fet the extremes of 
Woahoo bore from N. by W. to E. by S. off flijre 3 leagues. 
At a A. M. light airs, and variable. At fun-rife the extremes 

3 

21 15 



of Woahoo bore fromN. N.W. to E. S. E. off ftiore 6 leagues. 
At 10 A. M. pleafant breezes and clear. At noon the extremes 
of Woahoo bore from N. by W. to N. E. by E. off (bore 

10 leagues. 

'Variable ; freih breezes and clear ; light surs and clear. At nooa 

4 

21 4 



frefli breezes and clear —Still off Woahoo. 

s 

21 2 

— 


Variable ; plealant breezes and clear. Still ctf Woahoo. 

E. by N. pleafant breezes and clear. At noon the S. pdnt of 

6 

21 13 



Woahoo bore E. by N. diftant 4 leagues. 
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TABLE XlV« continued, 

Route rftht N. W. America Schooner, at the Sandwich-Islakdi. 
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T A B L. E XIV. continued. 

Route $f tb$ N. W. America Schooner, at //^^Sakowich IslakDs. 



WindSi tVeathtTf and Remarks, 


1789. 

Dej^, Min, 

yiM, 26 

21 14 

^7 

— 

18 

21 8 

*9 

21 14 

30 

21 27 

3 * 

i 

21 30 



'S, S. W. light airs and calms. At fun-fetthc extremes of Woahoo 
bore from N. N. W. to W. off fhore a leagues. At noon a 
^ light breeze from the S.; the Ifland of Ranai bore from E, by S. 
to E. ; Mowee E. half N. to E. N, E, half E- ; Morotoi 
E. N. E. quarter E, to N. E. by E. diftant 5 leagues j Woa- 

^ 1k)o from N. N, W. to W, by N. diftant 4 leagues. 

S, pleafant breezes, and cloudy. At fun-fct Woahoo bore from 
W. by N. to N. W. off ftiore 3 leagues ; Ranai E, S. E, ; Mo- 
< rotoi E, N. E. and the body of Mowee E. diftant 12 leagues. 
Light breezes and fair at fun- rife, Woahoo from N, W. by N, 
to W. by S, off ftiore 2 leagues. 

"E. cloudy. At fun-fetWoahoo bore fromW.N.W. half W, to N.E. 
half E. off ftiore 2 leagues. Conftant drizzling rain j at fun-rife, 
, Woahoo bore from N. N. W, to N. E. off ftiore 4 leagues » At 
noon frefti breezes and fqually ; Woahoo bore from N.W. by N. 
to N. E. by E. off ftiore 6 leagues. 

^Variable J frefti breezes and cloudy, with a heavy fwcll At fun- 
fet Woahoo S. W. point E. ; Witetee bav E. by N. At 
fun-nfe Woahoo N. W. point N. N. W. theW. point N. F. 
by K. and the S. W. point E. by S. off (bore 2 leagues. Light 
airs and calms ; at noon Woahoo bore from N.W. byN. to li, 
off ftiore 3 leagues. 

'•Variable} light airs, and pleafaiit. At fun fet the extiemes of Wo* 
ahoo the N.W, point N. byW. halfW. to the b.W. point, E, 
off ftiore J leagues. At (uii -rifeWoahoo bore from N.E by F .to 
S.W.by S. off ftiore 5 leagues, At noon theN.W. point of Woa- 
hoo bore from N. by E, to the S. W. point S. E. by E, half F, 
off ftiore a leagues. 

( N. variable, and N. N, E. moderate breezes and fair. At fun- 
fct the N. W, point of Woahoo bore from N by E, to F). N, E, 
off ftiore 1 league. At fun-rife the N. point of Woahoo bore 
from E. by N. to S. E. off fhore 7 or 8 leagues ; Atooi in fight, 
I bearing from W. by N, to W, by S, diftant 1 6 or 1 7 leagues, 

j At noon Woahoo bore from E. N. E, to S, E. by E. off fhore 

^ a or 3 leagues. 
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TABLE XIV. cmtimud* 

Routi 9/ the N, W. Ami&ica Schooner, mt tht Sandwich Ihandc. 


Time, 

Latitude 

IJorth. 

Longitude 

Eaji, 

FarUt. 

EaJi. 

/finds, fVeather, and Remarks, 

1789. 

Fek I 

Deg. 

Mi». 

Deg. Min. 

\Deg. Min. 

N.E. by E.variable, and E.by S. frerti breetcs and fair. At fim.ftC 
Woahoo bore from N. E. by E, to S. E. by £. diftant fromthe 
N. W. point about 4 miles. At day.light the N. point of Woa- 

21 

44 



boo bore E. N. E. ; the N. W. point S. E. half E, off Ihore a 
miles. At noon the M. point of Woahoo bore from N. E, 

. half E. tothe N. W. point S. off fliore 4 miles, 

1 “ W. N. W. light airs and cloudy. At day-light Woahoo bore from 

2 

21 

29 

— 

j 

1 N. by W. to E. by N. off (bore 3 leagues. At noon Woahoo 
^ bore from N . N. E. to S. E. by E, off Ihore 3 leagues. 

3 

21 

3^ 



— 

Eaffward ; a light breeze. Off Ihore at W oahoo , 

4 

21 

3^ 

— 

— 

W. light airs and plcafant. Off ditto. 

5 

21 

12 

— — 


N, E.by E. and E. N. E, frclh breezes and fair. Off ditto, 

’ Plcafant breezes and fair. At 8 A. M, bore away for Atooi. At 

6 

21 

‘9 


- 1 
j 

noon Woahoo bore from E, S. E. to N, by W, off (here i 
. league. 

' Light breezes and fair. At 10 A. M.faw the Iphigenia off Wy- 

7 




— 1 

moa Bay. At noon dropt anchor i cable’s length from the 
Iphigenia, where we remained till the 1 9th. 

S, E. and variable ; light breezes and conffant rain. Weighed 
and made fail. At fim-fet Atooi bore from E. by N, toN- W. 
by N. ; Wymoa Town N. by E. diflant 7 or 8 miles; the E, 

>9 




end of Onehccow from W. by N. to W. by S. diftant 6 or 7 
leagues. At noon the E. end of Onchceow bore from N. by E. 
to W. by N. diffant 4 miles ; I'ahoorowa N. W. by N. diftant 
[_ 4 leagues. 

r N. N. E. ftrong giles and fqiially. At fun-rife tlie E, end of 
Onechcow bore from N. by E. to N, W. by W. diftant (S or 7 

20 

21 

5^ 



leagues. At noon Oncheeow bore from S. W. to N. W by W, 

^ diflant 4 or 5 leagues. 

P N. W. ftrong gales and fqually. At fun-rife the N. extremity of 

1 Oneeheow bore N. W. by N. diftant 7 or 8 leagues. At noon 

21 

21 

25 



1 Atooi bore from N. N. E. to N. W. by N. diftant 5 or 6 leagues; 
^ Oneeheow N, W. diftant 1 0 or is leagues, 
r N. N. W. moderate breezes. At day-light Woahoo bore from 

1 E. by N. to N. E. by N. diftant 9 or 10 leagues. At noon 

22 

21 

14 



^ Witetee Bay E. by S, and the Nortlicm extremity N. W. by N* 
off (bore a miles. 
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KovTtt/tht N. W. America Schooner, af SahdwicH'Iiland). 
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TABLE XIV. mtinutl 

Route qJ iht N. W. America Schooner, at tht Sandwich-Islands. 



PFindif JVeaxhr^ and Remarh* 


1789. Deg, Min Deg. Mn, 

16 21 51 — 


{ N. N. E. frefli breezes and fqually. At 6 P. M, faw Atooi 
bearing N. W. by W, dirtant 6 or 7 leagues. At day-light 
was towed into Wymoa Bay by the natives. 

{ Moderate fca-breeze and tloudy At 5 P. M. weighed, and ftood 
for Onceheow. At fun-fet Atooi bore from E. to N. W. by N. 
off fhore a leagues; Onceheow from W. S, W. to W. half S,; 
Oreluia W. b) N. 

I ' Moderate fea-brecze and cloudy. At day- light Oneeheow bore 
from E, to N. E. diftant 3 leagues. At noon Onceheow bore 
from N, half W. to S. by E. half R. off ftiore a miles. At 5 
^ P. M, came to, in 17 fathoms, abreaft of a fmall village, called 
Rotair; tlic E, end of Onceheow bore from S. S. E. half E. 
, to N. half W.; Tahoorowa S. W, dilhmt 5 leagues. 

^ Frefli breezes and cloudy. At half pad midnigiit made fail, and 
flood to the Weflward. At da\ -light Onceheow bore from 
E. to N. N. E ; Tahoorowa S. W. by S.; the Iphigenia 3 
I leagues to Windward. At noon Onceheow bore from N, E, 
I to S. E, halt E, off fliorc 3 leagues. 


TABLE 
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table XV. 

Route tht N. W. America Schooner, from the SAMDwlcH-hLAUDi to the N, W, Coast 

OF America. 


Time . 

Latitude 

North * 

1789. 

Deg. Min. 

Miirch 1 7 

— 

18 

22 27 

>9 

23 2 

20 

23 37 

21 

24 49 

22 

26 6 

23 

27 8 

24 

27 57 

25 

28 36 

26 

29 56 

27 

5 

28 

3 ' 54 

29 

33 0 

30 

33 

3 * 

33 43 

Jpril I 

34 34 

2 

35 19 

J 

4 

36 17 

5 

35 59 

6 

3 ® 59 

7 

37 47 

8 

39 *9 

9 




Longitude 

£ajl. 


Variat. 

£oJ. 


IVinds, PVeather^ and Hemarks, 


Deg. Min. 


Deg. Alia. 


{ Variable ; frefli breezes and cloudy. At fun-fet Oneeheow bore 
from N, N, E, to E. S, E. off (bore a leagues. At day-light 
Oneeheow bore from N. E. by E. to S. E. by S. off (bore a 
leagues. At 7 A. M, faw the Iphigcnia, At 8 fpoke to her. 

{ Variable ; frc(h breezes and cloudy. At 6 P. M. Oneeheow bore 
from N. by F, to E. N. E. diffant 3 leagues. At noon plea- 
fant breezes and clear. 

rN. N. E. plrafant and clear. At 4 P M. faw a fmall idand 
I bearing W. N. W. diftant 4 leagues. At fun-rife ditto N. W. 

1 by W. diflant a leagues. At noon it bore N. by W. diffant 

5 miles. 

r Variable ; pleafant breezes and cloudy. At fun-fet the idand bore 
■j E. by N. didant 5 or 6 leagues. At noon moderate breezes, 
b and (ine, plcafant weather. 

E. N. E, fredi breezes and cloudy. 

E. by N. plcafant breezes and fa>r. 

E. by N. to N. E. light breezes and cloudy. 

N. E. and N. N. E. plcafant breezes and tuir. 

N. E. by N. to E. S. E. ditto, and cloudy. 

E. S. E. pleafunt breezes and cloudy. At noon liazy. 

S. E. by S. ditto, and hazy. 

S. E. by E. light breezes and hazy. 

Eafterly ; pleafant breezes and fair. 

Variable | light airs, inclinable to calm. 

N. by E. to N. E. by E. light breezes and plcafant. 
f E. N. E. light breezes and cloudy. At 1 A. M. E. byS. light 
i breezes and fqually, with rain. At noon plcafant. 

S. E.— S. S. £. and S. E. by E, fqiiallv, with rain. 

S. to S. W. and W. light brccze.s and cloudy, with fmall rain. 

W, andN. N. W. fre(h breezes ajid fqually. 
r N. and E. N. E. ffrong breezes, with hard fqualls of wind and 
L rain. 

N. W, frc(h breezes, fqually, witlt rain. 

N. Wefterly, and ditto. 

W. and ditto. 

{ S. W, ffrong breezes and clear, with a high, following fea. 

8 P. M. fqually, with rain. At 8 A. M. conffaat rain, 
noon light aki, and conffant rain* 


At 

At 
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TABLE XV. concluded. 

Route of the N. W. America Schooner, from Sandwich Islands to W, CoAiT 

of America, 


TttHe, 

Latitudo 
north. 1 

Longitude 

Eajl. 

Variat, 

EaJI. 

PVindst fVeather, and Rematis. 

1789. 

Deg, Mi ft. 

Deg. Min, 

De^, Mtn, 


Jpril 10 




— — 

Variable ; frefli breezes and cloudy, with rain. 

11 

40 7 

— 

— 

N. Eafterly ; llrong gales, with rain, and a liigh fea. 
r W. N. W. and variable ; hard fqualls of wind and rain. Saw 

ti 

41 17 



[ feveral fmall birds. 

^ W. N. W. moderate, fqually, with a high fea from the N. W. 


41 36 

— 

— \ 

1 At 10 A. M. faw a fea-lion and a fea-gall. Several birds 
[ flying about the fliip. 

14 

44 a 

— 


From W. to S. pleafant breezes ; hazy, with fmall rain, 
f From S. by K. to S. W. cloudy, with fmall rain. At noon frclh 

15 

16 

47 48 

— 

1 

L breezes and hazy. 

f From W. by S. to W. by N. pleafant breezes and fqually. Paf- 
L fing fqualls of rain, hail and fnow. 

f FiomW. N. W. toN. by E. frefli breezes, with hard fqualls, 

*7 

48 28 

' 


L and fleet. 

18 

47 53 

— 

— 

Vaiublc; light breezes and clear ; fqually, with ain . 

J9 

1 

48 14 

— 


Variable; light bieczcs, and fmall, drizzling rain, 
r Variable; light airs, pleafant breezes and fair. Wild-geefe, 

20 

48 40 


j 

^ fli.tgs, fea gulls, and gannets fccn. 

[ N. Wcflcrlv; frefh breezes and clear. Pafled fomc diift-wood, 

21 

49 *5 


j 

L and fea weed, and faw feveral whales, 
r S. W. fair, and ple.ifant. At noon the extremities of the coafl bore 

12 

-3 

49 34 

1 

* 

from W. by N. to E, by S,; Nootka Sound E. N. E. d,^hln^ 
L 9 or 10 leagues. 

rS, K. by E. light winds and clear. At fiin-fct the extremes of 

1 land bore from E. by S. to W. N. W. off fliorc 3 leagues. ; 

1 Nootka Sound E. by N. diflant 6 or 7 leagues. At 10 A. M. 

Nootka Sound boie E. by N. diflant 7 or 8 leagues, 
r E. S. E.to W. S. W, ftrong gales, and hard nun. At 4 A. M. 

14 

i 



“ ■ 

Nootka Sound bore E. N. PI. diflant 6 or 7 leagues. At nuo» 

L rounded Hog Hland, and anchored in Friendly Cove. 


END OF TABLE S» 
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N” I. 


INSTRUCTIONS of the MERCHANTS PROPRIETORS. 
John Meares, Efq. commanding the Felice and Iphioenia. 

s I R, 

A S the profccution of Voyages to diflant countries muft redound to the honour of 
thofe who undertake them, by elucidating the obfeurities of Geography, and 
opening new channels for Commerce; and whereas it appears that a very beneficial trade 
may be carried on between China and the North Weft Coaft of America, part of which 
was difeovered by Sir Francis Drake, in the year of our Lord 1579; and confidcring that 
the fituation of China, both for the outfit of vcflels for the fur trade, as well as for the 
difpofal of cargoes, is fuch, as muft ftiortly deftroy all competition, and give us the 
exclufivc pofleflion of this valuable branch of trade, much to the advantage of our 
country: from thefe confiderations we have fitted out and equipped two good and fuffici- 
ent veflcls, for the purpofe of efiabliihing this branch of trade, viz. the Felice and 
Jpbigenia, 

And you arc hereby required and direificd to proceed with both vcflels, with the 
urmoft difj:atch, to the North Weft Coaft of America. The moft expeditious route, we 
conceive, will be to proceed through the China Seas to the Southward, between Mindoro 
and Pelawan, and to the Southward of Magindinao ; touching, if neceflTary, at Sooloo; 
and pafling round the Northern extremity of New Guinea, get as far to the Eaftward as 
the winds will admit, or you may judge neceftary ; ftanding then to the Northward of 
the Tropick, to obtain variable winds to carry you to America. As this is a navigation 
of great extent and duration, it is ncccflary you Ihould provide yourfclf with a fufficient 

A ilock 




appendix. 

dock of water, as nothing fo cffcftually checks the advance and progrefs of the Scurvy 
as a plentiful allowance of that article. 

As the fuccefs of the voyage, in a great meafurc, depends on your early arrival at 
Nootka ; we defire, that, if you find yourfelf detained by the bad failing of the Iphigenia, 
that you feparate from her, and proceed fingly to America. 

You will give inftrudions to Captain William Douglafs to proceed, with the utmoft 
expedition, to Cook’s River, and remain there as long as he may judge expedient; and 
from thence to proceed to Prince William’s Sound ; and after remaining there until the 
trade llacVcns, to proceed to the Southward, to Crofs Sound (which is fuppofed to com- 
municate with the bay to the Northward of Cape Edgeombe) and along the coaft to the 
Southward, as far as Nootka j examining the leveral bays and iflands, and making fuch 
(lay in each as may be deemed expedient; endeavouring to arrive in Nootka Sound by 
the 1 ft of September, 1788; where he will await your arrival till the 15th of Osfto- 
ber And in cafe of your not appearing in that time, you will dired him to proceed to 
China with fuch a cargo as he may be able to procure; and to leave a letter with one of 
the chiefs, communicating only his arrival and departure. 

The inhabitants of Nootka Sound being in expedation of arrivals, will, doubtlcfs, 
provide a cargo of ikins, which will become the prize of the firft fhip that arrives there. 
Wc, therefore, recommend to you, in the ftrongeft manner, to ufe the utmoft diligence 
in arriving there. During your ftay at that place, — which you will extend as long as you 
judge proper, — wc recommend to you to difpatch your long-boat, well armed, under the 
command of a prudent officer, to Wicananilh, twelve or thirteen leagues to the South- 
ward of Nootka, where, wc underftand, many line Ikins may be procured. Wc recom- 
mend to you, afterwards, to proceed to Barclay’s Sound, and accurately examine the 
coaft to the Southward, as far as the Spanifh Settlements. Should the profped of trade 
be encouraging, you will then return to the Northward, examining the different bays and 
harbours to the Northward of Nootka, particularly the coafts of Queen Charlotte’s 
Iflands, as far as 55® North ; or execute as much of this part of your Inftrudions as is 
conflftent with your arrival at Nootka by the ift of September, 1788. 

Should you, on your return to Nootka, find there the Iphigenia, you will, in fuch 
cafe, difpatch her to China with all the furs coll efted: and, as we propofe returning 
her to you as early ^s pofliblc after her arrival here, you will appoint with Captain 
Douglafs a time and place of rendezvous, that you may receive the inftrutSlions and rc- 
frefhmcnts wc may fend you next fcafon. Wc leave it to your difeuetion to winter upon 

the 
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the coaft of America, or at the Sandwich Iflands ; though, confideriog the feverit/ of 
the climate, as well as the health of your people, and that little advantage in the way of 
trade is to be derived from the former, during the winter feafon, we conceive it will bo 
more eligible for you to winter at the Sandwich lilands, and return to the coaft early in 
March ; of which you will take care to inform the Indians at Nootka, that they may ex* 
ped your return. 

Although you are abundantly provided with copper, iron, and other articles of trade, 
we muft recommend to you the ftrideft oeconomy in the application of them ; as it ap- 
pears that the natives are fuch intelligent traders, that, fhould you be in the leaft degree 
laviih, or inattentive in forming bargains, they will fo enhance the value of their furs, 
as not only to exhauft your prefent (lock, but aifo to injure, if not ruin, any future 
adventure. 

As every perfon on board you is bound by the articles of agreement not to trade,-— 
even for the moft trifling articles, — we exped the fulleft compliance with this condition; 
and we fliall moft afTuredly avail ourfclvcs of the penalty a breach of it will incur. But 
as, notwithftanding, the feamcn may have laid in iron and other articles for trade— think- 
ing to efcape your notice and vigilance, — we dired, that, at a proper time, before you 
make the land of America, you fearch the vcflcl carefully, and take into your pofleflion 
every article that can ferve for trade; — allowing the owner its full value. 

As other furs bear no proportion, in value, to thofe of the fca-ottcr, thefe are to be, of 
courfe, the principal objed of your trade. — Beavers and foxes, particularly the black 
Ikins, are of confiderablc value in China. Marten (kins will not bring more than one 
dollar each. 

We recommend to you alfo, as an objed very defervingof your attention, the procur- 
ing as much whale-oil and whale-bone as poflible j for which you arc provided with a 
fuflScient quantity of cafks. 

Ginfcngand Snake-root arc faid to be produced on the North Weft Coaft of America : 
you will colled as much of both thefe articles as poflible; and you will bring with you 
fjmples of the different ochres and minerals which the natives ufc as paints. 

Mufcle-pearls are faid to be in great abundance on the North Coaft of America 
Coral is al(b an article on the coad. You will bring ai much of both as poflible. 

A 2 Span, 
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Spars, of every denomination, are conftantly in demand here :^Bring as many of 
thofe as you can conveniently flow; 

Hurd or Nourfc-lkins arc to be procured in abundance : — Their value here is twenty 
Spanilh dollars per hundred. 

As it appears that the natives are ever on the watch to take advantage of weaknefs or 
negligence, it is ncccHary to be always on your guard, and to exert, at all times, the 
utmod vigilance and cautivin. At the fame time, however, we recommend, in the 
ftrongeft terms, the utmofl forbearance with them in every circumftancc where it may 
lower you in their opinion, or endanger your fafety. Humanity and your own intered 
demand it.. 

You will endeavour to propagate at Nootka, and at the Sandwich Iflands, the breed of 
your poultry of every kind : alfo of hogs, goats, and Iheep. On your arrival, you will 
land Comckela, who is a native of the Sound, giving him fuch prefents as you may think 
proper,* 

On your return to the Sandwich Iflands, you will land 1 lanna at Atooi, or any of the 
iflands he may defire. You will alfo give him fuch prefents as you think ufeful or ac* 
ccptable; and, if poflible, you will referve fome of your Ihcep and goats as a prefent to 
this chief: as, by leaving them in his pofleflion, there is a better chance of their being 
taken care of, and incrcafing ; and thus rendering thefc iflands the beft place of refrefli- 
ment in the world. 

Wc particularly direfl, that you do not bring away any of the inhabitants of America, 
or the Sandwich Iflands ; as there is no certainty that there will be any opportunity of 
returning them to their own country. 

Should you, in the courfe of your voyage, meet with any Ruflian, Englifli, or Spa- 
nifliveflTels, you will treat them with civility and fricndlhip; and allow them, if autho- 
rized, to examine your papers, which will flicw the objedt of your voyage: — But you 
muft, at the fame rime, guard againfl furprizc. Should they attempt to feizc yon, or 
even carry you out of your way, you will prevent it by every means in your power, and 
repel force by force. You will, on your arrival in the firft port, proteft before a proper 
officer againfl fuch illegal procedure ; and afeertain, as nearly as you can, the value of 
your veflcl and cargo; fending fuoh proteft, with a full account of the tranfadion, to 
us at China. 


Should 
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Should you, in fuch conflict, have the fupcriority, — you will then take pofltffion of 
the VC flfel that attacked you, as alfo her cargo; and bring both, with the officers and 
crew, to China, that they may be condemned as legal prizes, and their crews puniffied 
as pirates. 

Recommending to you unanimity with your officers, and the ftri(5teft difeipline towardi 
your fliip's company, and wifliing you a fucCefsful voyage. 

We remain. Sir, 

Your obedient and humble fervants, 

(Signed), The Merchant Proprietors. 

China, December 1787-' 


NO IL 

ORDERS TO CAPTAIN DOUGLASS. 

Extras of a Letter from Mr, Meares, to Capt, William Douglass, cotn^^ 
mand'ing the Iphigenia. 

s I R, 

AS foon as I have made the fignal for reparation, you will pro- 
ceed to put the following Inftru^lions into execution; and, at the fame time, I beg leave 
to point out the neceffity of your ftiix5ily adhering to the time and place that I have ap- 
pointed you to meet me; as on thefe, in a great ineafure, depend the fuccefs of the 
voyage you are engaged in. 

I have to acquaint you, that you will be allowed one per cent, on the cargoes of the 
Iphigenia and Felice, which will be paid after the fale of the furs. I need not remark 
how advantageous this may turn out to you ; nor arc you to imagine that it U done as an 
incitement to the performance of your duty to your employers; for if they had an idea that 
any inducement was wanting, they would not have conferred on you the prefent com- 
mand, 
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mand, nor have committed to your care the truft they have done; but they were fenfible, 
that when the Iphigenia was entrufted to you, and fuch unlimited confidence repofed in 
your honour, that nothing further was requifite to impel you to promote their intereff. 
This is only toaremind you of the confidence repofed in you, and to caution you to be on 
your guard, and to keep a good look out that your officers and crew punctually obey the 
articles they have flgncd ; and that they are not permitted to trade or traffic with the 
natives for furs, or any other valuable article: and it is my particular defire, that not even 
a curiofity be purchafed on the coaft of America, and as few as poffihle at the Sandwich 
Iflcs:— fuch an intcrcourfc only tending to gratify an idle and vain whim, at the expence 
of the infant commerce now' about to be eftabliflied. 

Should any Illicit commerce be difeovered to you, or by you, you will note the fame in 
the log-book, mentiowing the time and place of fuch detection, the articles purchafed, and 
the names of the per Tons concerned; fo that the offenders may be brought to jufiicc. 
You will take the ai tides fo purchafed into )our own pofTcffion, to be de]>orited amongfl: 
the cargo: and if any perfon on board your fhip Ihould have imprudently fhipped 
any articles of commerce, you will feize the fame for the benefit of your employers, — 
noting all the particular circumflanccs in the log book. 

You will keep a regifier of all the furs you purchafe, their quality, number, and prices 
given, in a book kept for that purpofe; fo that your employers may be a judge of youi* 
economy in the trade committed to your care. I need not point out the nccelllty there is 
of huffianding it, and taking every precaution that your iron and blue-beads do not be- 
come a drug amongft the nations you may chance to trade with. 

Your furs, when clafled, arc to be packed in chefis. Let them be fmoaked and care- 
fully put in, with heavy weights over them ; fo that when they are produced at market, 
they may bear fuch an appearance as will enhance their value. 

In your commerce with the Indians, I define you totally to rejcCf the fkins of the cub 
otters, as they are of no value; and their puichafc only induces the natives to deal de~ 
ftrudlion amongft them; when, at a future period, they would be more valuable. 

Otters tails arc valuable; you will, therefore, purchafe all you can: but by no means 
encourage them to bring fmall pieces of otter-fkinj or old {kins, they being of little value; 
and it likewife encourages the natives to Be remifs in hunting the more valuable otter. 

The cutting of Ikins fliould be difeouraged; and by this means the trade would be 
much mended. 


Black 
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Black fox-flcins arc very valuable; you will therefore purchafe all you can get. The 
river-otters, and inferior furs, I leave entirely to your own judgment to purchafe or not: 
but I beg leave to remark, that by directing the purfuits of the natives entirely to the 
fca-otter, it may be the means of encreafing their dock of that valuable fur. 

The beaver, if black, will bring from ten to twelve dollars; the river-^tter from four 
to five: — Marten fkins, if black, are valuable; but thofc that arc brown, arc in little 
eftimation. 

The fmall hurft-lkins are valuable, and are an objedt of commerce, being worth from 
ten to fifteen dollars per hundred. 

As there are confiderablc quantities of ginfeng to the northward, I recommend your 
procuring as much as pofliblej giving the natives to underftand that their women and chil- 
dren Ihould be employed: and if you were to buy it only from them,at may be the meani 
of turning their induftry to valuable account. 

During the time you remain in port, your carpenters may be employed in cutting down 
fpars, and fawing plank; particularly boat’s knees and timbers, — all which bear a good 
price in China. 

The procuring oil is an objeA worthy your attention: — It is worth, in China, forty- 
five pounds fierling per ton; and whale-bone, likewife, is very valuable. 

You will preferve famples of all minerals. And I beg you to be particular in your en- 
quiries from what parts the natives of the North procure their copper. 

When you return to China, as you will touch at the Sandwich Iflands, I recommend to 
you to fill all your cafks with fait pork; which will fell well at China, or ferve for fca 
ftore for the next equipment of veflelsin your employers’ fervicc for thecoaftof America. 

In Ihort, I recommend to your particular attention and ftudy to lade on board your 
veflel all fuch articles as you may judge will turn to account in China, 

Should you have any favourable opportunity, I recommend your faking fiih, viz. cod 
and herring, of which there are fuch abundance to the Northward. In all thefe particu- 
lars, you will be regulated by time! I have pointed out the refpedive value of thofc arti- 
cles; your own prudence will do the reft. As you have a crew fufficient for every pur- 
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pofe, and tbcir wages are high, fo, in my opinion, their exertions for the benefit of their 
employers fliould be proportionably ftrenuous. 

From experience we know, that mofl excellent rope may be made at the Sandwich 
Illcs. You will prohibit all fifhing-lincs being purchafed by individuals, and let them be 
bought on act^unt oF the fliip, ntade into cordage, and the overplus carefully put by, that 
it may be returned into {tore. 

Indullry and adivity arc the forerunners cf good order and difeipline. By keeping your 
people thus employed, I trut\ you will be enabled to render a good and profitable account 
to your employers. 

You will take care to have a fair log-book kept for the concern. It is to contain every 
minute tranfaftion of your voyage, from day to day. You vvill therefore mention therein 
all purchafes you make of articles of commerce. You will alfo note down the good or 
bad behaviour of your officers and crew; and thus afford to their employers a medium to 
diftinguifh merit from worthleffnefs. This log book is to be figned by yourfelf. 

On your return to China you will feal up your log-book, charts, plans, &c. &c, and 
forward them to Daniel Beale, Efq. Canton, who is the ofienfiblc Agent for the concern: 
and you have the mofi particular injundtions, not to communicate, or give copies of any 
charts or plans that you may makcj as your employers afl'ert a right to all of them, — and, 
as fuch, will claim them. 

Should you, in the courfc ot your voyage, meet with the vcffels of any other nation, 
you will have as little communication with them as poflTible. If they be of fuperior force, 
and defire to fee your papers, you will fhew them. You will, however, be on your guard 
againft furprizc. Should they be either Ruffian, Englilh, Spahiffi, or any other civilized 
nation, and are authorifed to examine your papers, you will permit them, and treat them 
with civility and friendfhip; but, at the fame time, you muff be on your guard. Should 
they attempt to feizc you, or even carry you out of your way, you will prevent it by 
every means in your power, and repel force by force. 

When I make the fignal to feparate, or in cafe we fhould lofc company, you will piir- 
fuc, without lofs of time, your way to the North Weft coaft of America, either to Cook’s 
River, or Prince William’s Sound, whichever place, in your judgment, fhould be firft 
touched at. The meftexpeditious route, I fliould imagine, will be, lo proceed to the 
Southward of the ifland of Magindanao, between Mindoro and Pelawan j touching, if nc- 

ceflary. 



APPENDIX. 

teflary, at Sooloo, and paffing round the Northern extremity of New Guinea, get ai far 
to the Eaftward as the winds will permit, or you may judge neceflary ; (landing then to 
the Northward of the Tropick, to obtain variable winds to carry you to America. And 
as this is a navigation of great extent and duration, I recommend the mod particular 
care of your water, and that jmur crew have a plentiful allowance of it. 

You will remain as long in Cook’s River and Prince William's Sound as you t;hink 
eligible. I think it will be more advifable to feck new places, than to wait the dailf^ 
but precarious fupplies, that may be brought you. 

As I mean to proceed dlrcfl for Nootka Sound, and from thence purfuc my courfe to 
the Southward i you will, therefore, knowing this determination, make your difpofi- 
tions accordingly; exploring every place between Cook's River and Nootka, particu- 
larly Crofs Sound, (which is fuppofed to communicate with the bay to the Northward of 
Cape Edgeombe) and all along the coall to the Southward ; examining the fevcral baya 
and iflands, and making fuch (lay in each as may be deemed expedient; endeavouring 
to arrive at Nootka by the firft day of September, 1 788, where you will await my arri- 
val in Friendly Cove, — a plan of which I enclofc you. You will wait for me till the fir(t 
day of November; when, on feeing nothing of me, on that day you will make the beft of 
your way to the Sandwich Iflands, and anchor in Wymeo Bay, in the ifland of Atooif 
remaining there twelve days ; when, if I do not arrive during that interval, you will pro- 
ceed to China, and follow the diredions I have given you; — leaving a letter with Taheo, 
or Abinui, communicating only your arrival and departure. But as nothing but fome ac- 
cident fliall prevent my arrival in Nootka by the time appointed, you may faithfully cx- 
pcdl to fee me there, to fettle our future operations. 

As one of the velicls is to remain, and the other return to China, you will fee the ne* 
ceffity of thus meeting, in order that one vefTel may put her cargo on board of that 
which returns. 

In your examining the Northern coad, you will recollcdl Queen Charlotte's Iflands, 
in 55® North latitude. In executing this, you will do it as far as is confident with your 
arrival at Nootka by the fird of September. 

I have mentioned before, that every one is bound by the avticlcg of agreement, not 
to trade for the mod trifling article. The fulled compliance with this condition is expedled 
by your employers, who will undoubtedly avail themiclves of the penalty a breach of 

B it 
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it will incur. But as, not with (landing, the fcamen may have laid in iron and other 
articles for trade, — thinking to efcape your notice and vigilance, — I dircdl, that, at a 
proper time, before you make the coaft of America, you fcarch the vciTcl carefully, and 
take into your poirciTion every article that can ferve for trade, — allowing the owner the full 
value for it. 

In addition to the other articles of commerce mentioned, you will bring a fample of the 
different ochres the natives ufe as paint. 

Mufclc-pcarl is in great abundance to the Northward, and coral ; you will procure as 
much of thefe articles as you can, 

As it appears that the natives are ever on the watch to take advantage of weaknefs or 
negligence, it is ncccffary always to be on your guard, and exert, at all times, the utmoft 
vigilance and caution. At the fame time I recommend the utmoft forbearance, where it 
may not lower you in their opinion, and endanger your own fafety. Humanity and your 
own inicrcft demand it. 

You will be particularly careful to preferve a breed of the various animals put on board 
you for the Sandwich Iflands. 

On no account are you to bring away any of the natives of America or the Sandwich 
Iflands, or any other iHands you may difeoverj except your reafons are fo cogent and 
Urong, as will enfure you the countenance of your employers. 

The introdudlion of woollens is of the utmofl confequcnce, could it be done amongft 
the people of America: — at all times ufe your endeavours to barter with them for fuch as 
you have on board. The great advantages that would accrue to your country, as well as 
credit to yourfelf, will make you attentive to this point. 

As there is a quantity of fprucc on board your Ihip, you will, when you fee occafion, 
make it into beer, and ferve it out to your crew; which will be a confiderable faving of 
your fpiritSi— as thofe two articles will not be allowed yourihip*s company together. 

Permit me to add, — that as you will be intitled to whatever praife may be due to your 
condudl, fo you will alfo bear any blame which may arife from want of attention to your 
employers* intcreft. And you will promife, in my name, that thofe who diftinguifh them- 
felvcs by gObd order, fobriety, and exertion, as well as by obedience to your commands, 

ihall 
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(hall meet with an adequate reward, either by promotion in their prcfcnt employ^ or by 
protedion and recommendation, fihould they leave it. 

Recommending unanimity with your officers, and the flri(flcft difeipline towards your 
fhip^s company, — 


Felice, at Sea, February!, 1788 # 


I remain. Sir, 

Your moil obedient fervant, 

JOHN MEARES. 


NO III. 

INSTRUCTIONS to explore the STRAITS of JOHN DE FUCA. 
Yi Mr. Robert Duff in, Firji Officer of the Felice. 


S I F, 

YOU will proceed with the long-boat to the Southward of this 
port, in order to trade with the natives for furs j for which purpofe I have put under 
5^our charge fufficient articles of commerce. You are now fo well acquainted with the 
nature of a trip of this kind, that it would be nccdlefs to give you any inftruftions for 
the conduct you arc to purfuc. 

Trufling intircly to your difcrction, I have confidcrable hopes that you will prove 
fuccefsful, as you vifit the numerous villages feated along the fhore leading to the Straits 
of John De Fuca. You w ill enter this llrait as far as you find any inhabitants, or prof- 
pcdl of furs ; and as wc had an hint of a diftant nation rcfiding up this fea, the exploring 
of it, fo as not to retard materially your courfc to the Southward, may be of confcqucncei 
particularly if you ihould be fortunate enough to find a harbour. 

B % 
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Whew you Ictve this ftrtir, you will touch at Tatootche’s Wand, and at the villigef 
feated along the /horcs to the Southward.^ — I think it will be advifable to avoid 
Quecnhithc. 

If the winds and weather Ihould be tolerable, fo as to permit you to purfue your courfe 
to the bay which we named Shoabwater Bay, it will be a particular fatisfadtion, if only 
to afcertain the exiftcncc of another nation, diftindt from that of Nootka; much more fo 
if that bay, or places adjoining, are capable of receiving Ihippiiig. 

As it is impoffible to provide againft contingent circumftances, I therefore leave every 
other matter to your own prudence. 

I recommend to you, particularly, to be conftantly on your guard ; to keep your arms 
dry and in good order, and at nights to avoid anchoring in the vicinity of any large vil- 
lage or populous place and, 1 intreat you, above all things, to avoid any warfare with 
the natives; but to let that humanity, good faith, and fteady line of condudt which has 
hitherto guided our adtions, be the leading principles of your mind in all your proceed- 
ings. Your own goodnefs of heart will not, 1 truft, permit you to fandion any depre- 
dations on the defcncclefs favage nations with whom you may have intercourfe, by any 
perfon under your orders. 

You will take polTcdion of this ftrait, and the lands adjoining, in the name of the 
King and Crown of Britain ; and inftill into the minds of the inhabitants that you will 
return Ihortly to fulfill any treaties of commerce or amity that you may make with them, 
and for which you have my authority. 

I beg that you will keep a memorandum of your proceedings, take (ketches of the 
land, and make other proper remarks. 

I propofe waiting in this port until your return. Should any unforefeen accident^ 
however, oblige me to leave it, you will proceed to Nootka, and join me there. 

Wilhing you fuccefs, 

I remain, Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

J. MEARES. 

Fclxci, T 9 rtB^nih$m^ July 178F. 

No IV. 
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NO IV. 

COPY OF Mr. DUFFIN’s JOURNAL. 

ON the 13th of July, 1788, left the ihip, with the long-bott, 
manned and armed, bound to the Southward, to trade for furs and explore the coaft. At 
eight A. M. came to, in a fandy bay, at a fmall diftancc from the fhip, to put the boat to 
rights. At 1 1 A. M. left this bay, after having got fome victuals cooked. This day, or 
log, contains 12 hours, and ends at noon. 

14/^. — ^Wind from the South Eaft with conftant rains. At five o’clock came to in a Tandy 
bay oppofite to the village of Attah. Came along-fide, a number of canoes j but no ap- 
pearance of any furs : — Bought from them fome hurft-fkins and a few fifh, for beads. 
Thefe people behaved very civilly, not offering to commit any depredations : fired a 
mufketoon at fun-fet, as a fignal for the natives not to approach the boat in the night.— 
A. M. the wind Wefterly, and cloudy weather : at five o’clock weighed, and run to the 
village, and lay 011 uur oars till 8 o’clock. Not feeing a fingle fkin, thought it advifable 
to proceed to the Sound, having a favourable wind. Steered Eaft and Eaft North Eaft 
along the coafl, at the diftancc of a quarter of a mile. This coaft, in general, to a 
village called Nittcc Natt, affords a very plcafant profpcdl: — is moftly a fandy beach, but 
no foundings with 20 fathoms, within a quarter of a mile of the fhore. There are alfot 
number of water-falls, and the furf breaks very high ail along the coaft, which lies Eaft 
and Weft, per rompafs. At noon a pleafant breeze ^nd cloudy weather. The point which 
forms the entrance of John Dc Fuca’s fca, which I call Point Entrance, Eaft by South i 
Tatootche’s Ifland South Eaft by Eaft, off the former four leagues, and from the latter 
ten leagues — latitude obferved 48® jS'’ North. 

i^ib — Plcafant breezes from the Weftward, and clear weather. At half paft one P. M. 
run into a fmall fandy bay, feeing two or three houfes there, and. came to; upon which 
all the natives quitted the place, they being only fifhermen, taking their fifh with them. 
Seeing no probability of getting any furs here, I weighed and ran out again, and came 
to off the viMage of Nittee Natt, a quarter of a mile from the fhore ; attempted to enter a 
rivulet there, but found too great a furf on the bar to approach, fo ran out and came to 
anchor in 10 fathoms, fand ; Point Entrance bearing South by Eaft — the village now off 
half a mile ; came along-fide the chief, named Kiflan ; latitude at noon 48* 34' North. 
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i6//; — Plcafant weather, wind Northerly, at fix P. M. weighed, having purchafed 
fcvcral fl>ins, ran into a fandy bay, or rather cove, where there was a village, two canoes 
in company decoying us in, when, immediately on our approaching the (bore, the na- 
tives aflcmbled on the beach with fpears, bludgeons, bows and arrows, &c. making at 
the fame time a difmal howling, ufing threatening poftures, which I thought was to 
prevent us from landing, but I was millakcn, for 1 had a ftiower of arrows thrown roun^i 
the boat, from a rock at a fmall diftance from us, but luckily none hurt us; fevera 1 
fell on the boat’s awning, but did not penetrate through, upon which I found rnyfclf 
under the neccHlty of firing at them, but was at too great a dillance to do execution. 
They then began to launch fcveral large canoes, with a number of fpears, &c. oa 
which, I dlfchargea a mufketoon at one of them, but, I believe, did not wound any 
one. However, they immediately left her, and ran bowling into the woods; I then 
fiuv a man come lunning down to the beach with a half-pikc, which they had found 
means to take out of the boat, unknown to us ; I then perceived that was the reafon of 
their committing hoftilicies, being defirous of retaining what they had ftolen. Upon my 
iccelving the half-pikc hofiilitics ceafed. I hope there are none of them killed, though, 
at the fame time, they very richly deferved it. Weighed and run out, feeing no likeli- 
hood of getting any furs. Steered Eaft along the coaft, and palfed Point Entrance at the 
didancc of halt a mile. At half paft feven o’clock, fcveral rocks lying off, and the furf 
beating very high, at ten F. M. came to in eleven fathoms; coral rocks. Calm all the 
night ; the water very Imooth. At day-light we found ourfelves a-breaft a fmall village : 
fevcral canots came off, but no appearance of any furs. The people faid they were all 
fubjedt to Wicananilh ; — behaved very civilly : — bought from them fomc fifh. At feven 
o’clock weighed, and rowed to the Eaft up the ftraits, it being calm. At nine o'clock, 
fprungup a light breeze fiom the Southward. This coaft lies due Eaft and Weft, per 
compafs. — Coafted along fiiorc at the diftance of half a mile : foundings eleven fathoms; 
feveral places no ground at twenty fathoms. — This coaft is entirely a bed of rocks. At 
half pall eleven A. M. law the entrance of a deep bay; entered ditto at noon, it pro- 
iiiifing very fair for a harboui. — Latitude obferved, 48° 2/ North, 

17//’. — At two P. M. came to In a fmall cove in three and three quarters fathoms, clofe 
to the rocks. Regular foundings along the bay, from fifteen to four fathoms, half a 
mile from the fhorc. This is an excellent harbour for veflcls of about 100 or 150 tons ; 
but not water enough over the bar for a larger one, there being only two fathoms at high 
water, and the tide flows eighteen feet. The bay is a very fafe place for a ihip to ride in 
the fummer months:— no wind can hurt her except at South Eaft, and then the bay being 
very deep, there cannot be much Tea. It is alfo good holding ground, being a muddy 
and fandy bottom. The people here all claim Tatootche for their chief. They appear- 
ed, to us, to be a bold, daring fet of fellows ; but not being near any of their villages, 
i 1 was 
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I was under no apprchenfions. At fcvcn A. M. ci-ne along-Ade the boat feveral canor«, 
with a great number of men in each. Several of rlie people attempted to come into the 
boat; I, at the fame rime, dcfiring them to keep out, not permitting any of them to 
come in; neither did any of the people in the boat fiy, or olTer to do any thing to them. 
One of the canors put off a lirtle Irom the boat; when one of the favages in her tuok up 
a fpcar pointed with niufcle-fhell, and fixed it to a ftaflf with a cord niade fad to it, at tho 
fame time putting himfelf in a podurc of throwing it, and fignifying, by his gedures, 
that he would kill me : I, at that time, took no notice of him, not thinking him lerious. 
Upon infpeding, however, their canoes, I found them all armed with.fpears, bludgeons, 
and bows and arrows j I alfo perceived a number of armed peojde amongd the trees on fiiore, 
oppofite the boat: I then found they meant to take the boat; upon which, I ordered the peo- 
ple to get their arms ready, and be on their guard, and narroaly to watch the motions of the 
man wixh the fpear,and if he attempted to heave it, to dioot him. The worth were fcarcc 
uttered, when I fawthc fpcar jud coming out of his hand at Kobert Davidfon, qinrtcr-maf- 
tcr and cockfwain ; on uhich I ordered them to fire, — \\hlch one perfon di»l, and killed the 
man with the fpcar on the fpot, the ball going through his head. The reft of the people 
jumped overboard, and all the other canoes paddled away. We inftantly had a (hower of 
arrows poured on us from the (hore ; upon which a condant fire was kept on them, but with 
no effed, they Iheltering themfelves behind large trees. I was wounded in the head with 
an arrow immediately as the man fell. We weighed anchor, and pulled out with two oars, 
keeping the red of the people at the arms. Wc found the fliorc on both fides lined with 
people, armed with fpears, dones, &c. fo that it appeared plainly their intent was to take the 
boat. A great quantity of arrows and dones came into the boar, but fortunately none 
were wounded mortally. Peter Salatrafs, an Italian, had an arrow dlcklng in his leg all 
the time till we got clear of them, not being able to pull it out without laying open the 
leg, the arrow being bearded, and with two prongs ; I was obliged to cut his leg open tor 
get it out, as it had penetrated three inches. The Chinaman was alfo wounded in the 
fide, and another feaman received an arrow near his heart. As foon as wc got dear of 
them,, wc made fail, and turned out of the bay. — Soundings as regular as coming in : — 
the wind Wefterly. Stood over to the other Ihore, meaning immediately to return to 
the (hip, as I found the natives intirely bent on mifchicf, and that wc could not proceed 
along the coad with fafety and without endangering our lives:— I alfo found my head 
very fore, the arrow having penetrated into my flcull, and would certainly have killed 
me, had it nor been for my hat, which broke its force. At noon, plcafant breezes and 
clear weather; Tatootche’s Ifland South Wed. This place obtained the name of Port 
Hawkclbury, and the other bay I called Hodility Bay. 


jar/A — 
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i8/i&. — Pleafant weather j wind South South Weft. At four P. M. tacked off the 
South ihore, four miles, and flood over to the North fhorc of the Straits. At feven 
o'clock tacked again off fliore, half a mile: at fun-fet the entrance of Port Hawkefbury 
North by Eaft, Tatootche's Ifland South j Point Entrance Weft South Weft, off. the 
latter eight leagues, and from the former three leagues. Steered during the night North 
Weft by Weft, and Weft North Weft, with a plcafant breeze and foggy weather, and 
returned to the fhip. 


(Copy) ROBERT DUFFIN. 


NO V. 


Mr. MEARES’s INSTRUCTIONS to Ch?i. \>OVGL on leaving the 
AMERICAN COAST. 

^0 Capt. William Douglass, commanding thr a. 


s I R, 

AS I mean to proceed, immediately on the launch of the North- 
Weft America, to the Sandwich Iflands, and from thence to China, — the whole charge 
of the Iphigcnia and North-Weft America, will confequcntly devolve on you. 

Though I entertain the higheft opinion of your capacity to condu«5t fo weighty a 
charge, yet, ncvcrthclefs, I think it neceffary to point out the route you are to purfuc 
after I feparate from you. I have no doubt of your ability to put into execution any 
mcafureor plan for the benefit of your employers : and as you have already given a con- 
vincing proof of this in your late voyage, fo in the aftive fcenc that I am about to lay 
before you, I have no doubt but that your diligence and caution will be redoubled, to 
bring your future voyage to a happy conclufion. I take the liberty of mentioning this, 
as it will require yourutmoft attention, your utmoft application and perfeverance, to put 
into execution fuch plans as I (hall lay down for the benefit of your employers. As I 
place before you an extenfive field to employ your abilities in, I am well affured that 
you will take advantage of this circumftancc, and fhesv the world, that in my opinion of 
you, 1 have not been miftaken. 

1 
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In order to put every means in your power that I can to enfure fuccefs, I have fup* 
plied you with every fpccics of ftoreson board the Felice:— Yet, ncvcrthelefs, from the 
fcantinefs of the fupply, — though all I am enabled to give you, —you will have difficul- 
ties to conquer, which I forefee will require all your vigilance to provide againft. The 
material fupplies which I have given you of flower and bread, will, I flatter myfclf, be 
of eflential confequences, when added to thofe that you will receive at the Sandwich 
Iflands. You will there fait down your pork; in performing which, I recommend to 
you to be particularly careful, following the method which Captain Cook direiffs; as by 
not obferving this, Captain Colnett, of the Prince of Wales, lofl; the greateft part of his 
provifions before he reached the latitude of 30° North, on his proceeding to the coaft 
of America. For this purpofe I have given you every cafk in my fliip, except the 
ground tier. The next objedt of your attention will be vegetables, particularly the yam ; 
of thofe you will obtain fuch a quantity, as I truft will prove a great refrcfhmeiir, even 
on the American Coaft. During the time you are at the Sandwich Iflands, I recommend 
your ferving no bread ; as the abundance and variety of vegetables will render it need- 
lefs; and fuch a faving, in your prefent ftate, will tend materially to the fuccefs of your 
voyage. I recommend the fame precaution in refpedl to your flower. 

As your ftockof liquors is entirely exhaufted, and having none to fupply you with, in 
lieu thereof I have font you all the effence of fpruce in my pofleffion, as alfo melafles, 
in order to make beer. You will ufc this fupply at your pleafurc; and as there will not 
be melafles fufficient, I recommend to you trying at the iflands the experiment of boil- 
ing down fugar-cane; of which. Captain Cook made a pleafant and agreeable beer for 
his crew: but if you can effedt making a fyrup, it muft be 'particularly grateful to your 
people with tea, as I have no fugar to fupply you with, and your own is entirely gone. 
You will try the poffibility of diftilling rum; for which purpofe I fend you a ftill and 
copper. If thefe points are happily effcdled, you will find yourfelf poflefted of the rc- 
fources to put into execution the plan that I place before you. At all events, I have the 
ftrongeft reliance on your being able to conquer every difficulty. 

From the information which I have received from the Prlncefs Royal, I think itnecef- 
fary to warn you of the dangers attending your ftay at thofe iflands; where a crew, immerfed 
in pleafure, may become but too eafy a prey to fo daring and refolute a fet of people. — 
Your judgment will point out to you to draw your principal refourccs of provifions from 
Owyhee, the windward ifle. The danger of anchoiing here, from the multitude of peo- 
ple, is but too evident. With the bay of Mowce you are acquaintctl : — Here I would re- 
commend you to anchor, if a fpot free from coial rocks can be found. For though 
Titerree is fovereign of Mowee, Morotoi, and the adjacent ifles, yet the fadlions fpb- 
fifting between the Icflfer chiefs, will, in all probability, prevent their combining to 
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commit hoftilitics on you. The diftancc alfo you lie from the Ihore of this iiland, will, 
in feme mcafurc, tend to your fccurityj and amongft the whole group of thofc iHands, 
I know no place fo eligible, provided good anchoring-ground can be found. When the 
trade-wind blows, it comes down in refrcfliing breezes from the fummits of the moun- 
tains, and meliorates the fcorchlng heat of the fun, — every where fo pernicious. If the 
trade-wind ccafcs, and the North-Weft winds blow, you have feveral large and capacious 
channels to put to fea through, and the danger of a lee-fhorc is removed : — and permit 
metoobferve, that this is the only ftation you can occupy amongft thefe iflands, where 
this danger is to be avoided j and it is a danger of fuch magnitude, that I muft entreat 
you, the moment you fee it blacken in the North-Weft,, to put inftantly to fea, as the 
only means of fafety. 

The favage fiercenefs of the people of Wahoo, will, I IJiould fuppofe, render your 
ftay at that ifland very Ihort. The populoufncfs of Atooi may deter you from making 
any long ftay in Wymeo Bay: — You will therefore finally clofe your route at Onehow, 
where I truft you will guard carefully againft the art and cunning of Taheo and Abinui, 
for I think them dreadful, mercenary, artful villains. As they attempted to poifon the 
crews of the Prince of Wales and Princefs Royal, you will guard againft fuch a diabolical 
delign, by infpedVing the cocoa-nuts, yams, water, &c. making the feller tafte each. 
From Tianna we have a full knowledge of the extreme fubtilty of a poifon in their pof- 
feflion, which operates inftantaneoufly on the vital powers. Should you difcover fuch 
sn attempt, I recommend to you to feize thofe concerned ; and as a tranfa<51ion of this 
nature cannot take place without the kno\\ ledge of Taheo and Abinui, fuch wickednefs 
ought to be made an example of. The commerce that the natives of Atooi have had 
with Europeans, has operated fo much on their natures, that too much caution or vigi- 
lance cannot be exerted. 

On no account fuffer more than one or two on your decks at a time. Keep people 
conftantly in your tops, with arms ready, your guns loaded and primed; and never per- 
mit the natives to fwim about the fliipj or, moft affurcdly, you will have your ca- 
bles cut. 

I truft that you will procure a good fupply of cordage; and I Ihould imagine that tho 
mats, cloth, &c. might be held in as much requeft on the Northern ftation of America, 
as they arc on the Southern;— you will therefore purchafe as many as you think proper 
for the American market. 

I have great hopes that Tianna will be of confiderable fervice to you. — To this chief 
I recommend you to be particularly attentive. The placing him agreeable to his wifties, 
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either on Owyhee, with his relation Tome Tomy Haw, the fovereign of that iiland 
and Atooi, or with his brother Nawmity Haw and family, on the Utter ifland, is a point 
that I feel myfclf extremely intcrefted in. Whatever Tianna*s ambition may be on 
feeing himfelf fo powerfully fupported, yet we mud not lofe fight of prudence in fet- 
tling onr friend; and we (hall prove his trued and mod faithful one's, in placing him 
exadly in the dation we took him from. We mud therefore not let his ambition dimu- 
late us on the one hand, nor our own defircs on the other, to raife our friend to a dation 
ever envied amongd mankind. Through the generofity of Mr. Cox, he returns un« 
boundcdly rich to the circle of his friends. Though greatly deferving in himfelf, yet 
the line of prudence mud not be palfed; and the example of Omai (hews us the danger 
attending the fmiles of fortune, even amongd favage tribes. Independent of any other 
confideration, a fruitlefs conted might be entered into, which might eventually, be 
extremely detrimental. You will therefore difmifs him with fuch prefents, in addition 
to what he has, as you may think proper to confer on him; and as you know his lan- 
guage fo well, I entreat you to meet his ideas of happinefs as far as prudence permits, 
or circumdances put it in your power. 

The ifland of Onehow furnilhes the pearl-oyder. You will endeavour to make Tiannt 
fenfible of the treafures they contain, and the importance of them to us ; and I have hopes, 
that during your day you will fully afeertain this point. 

If you think proper to feek the new difeovered ifiand, faid. to lie to the North Wed of 
Atooi, you will in this, as in every other point, be guided by your judgment. 

As foon as the America is launched, I (hall proceed on my voyage to China, when you 
will take on you the direction of future operations. As you have now fo fcanty a fupply 
of fait provifions on board, and the obtaining fifli being very precarious, I recommend to 
you to make the bed of your way to the Sandwich Iflands, as foon as the America is ready 
for fea: — but in this you will be directed by your judgment, and the fupplics of fi(h. 
Should you procure enough pf this article to permit you to remain on the coad till the 
end of October, — to employ this time to advantage, I recommend to you to deer to the 
latitude 46° North, and trace as much of the coad between 46® and 40® as you can ; as this 
month is edeemed tolerably good. You may fortunately, by exploring this part of the 
coad, lighten fomenew* tribes, which I have the dronged reafon to imagine inhabit thefe 
parts. I have a knowledge that the Spaniards obtained a prodigious numbcT of ottcr- 
(kins, which were brought to Manilla in theGalleons, and from rhcncc to China, where I 
faw them. lam morally (Certain that they were not procured to the Northward of 46®, 
as no where did I meet with an atom of the manufadlures of Spain, cither iron or copper. 
This portion of America is now all that remains to be known to us; and fo fortunate a 
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moment may be feized to acquire a competent knowledge of this part of the coaft, as will 
cither determine us in future to give up this Southern portion of the continent, as unpro- 
dudivc of mercantile advantages, or feck the fea-ottcr in thefe parts. It becomes a 
queftion, where did the Spaniards procure thefe fkins? And this point I hope you will be 
able to clear up, fo as, next year, to enable us to take advantage of any difeovery you may 
make. I ever meant, at fome future period, to trace this part of the coaft. The necef- 
firy, however, of my immediately proceeding to China, will prevent any expedition of 
this kind on my part j and your having the North Weft America to aflift you, will, I truft, 
enable you to perform it efledually, Ihould you determine to fpend the month of Odlobcr 
on the coaft: — But I leave this point to be determined by your own judgment and con- 
current circumftances. 

The knowledge we have now obtained of the coaft of America, and of the periodical 
winds and feafons, gives us an advantage over all competitors. The years 1790 and 
1791 bid fair to be the moft produdivethat we may ever meet with. Having thefe flat- 
tering profpedls before us, our exertions muft be redoubled, effectually to fweep the coaft 
before any vefltl can arrive from England. In order to accomplifh this, you will leave the 
Sandwich Iflands as early as poffiblc in the year 17891 and, at the fame time, for fear of 
accidents, or reparation, give your orders to Mr. Funtcr, that he may proceed, and put 
his part of the plan of operations into execution. 

The Northern diftriCt of the continent, I leave to you and the America; the Southern 
ftation 1 fhall occupy myfelf, from China; and lam not without hopes, that by the firft of 
May, 1789 , 1 (hall reach the coaft. I then lhall proceed as circumftances arife: — but let 
me range which way I will to the Southward, I fliall not attempt to go to the Northward 
of Nootka. On your parr, I have no doubt of your arrival on the coaft of America fome 
time about thefirftof April, 1789. By this time the monfoon will be fet in, which, ex- 
perience has taught us, blows clofe home to the American Ihore. Therefore, to embrace 
the advantages which the monfoon offers, inftead of going immediately to Prince 
William’s Sound, as others have done, I recommend you to make the coaft to the South- 
waul: and as you have the credit of difeovering the Great Ifland, the North-weft fide of 
which, compichtnding nearly four degrees of latitude, is entirely undifeovered; I there- 
fore recommend your making Cape Saint James, the Southern extremity of the Great 
Ifland, as the firft point on the continent of America. 

Should vou find yourftlf retarded by the North Weft America’s being a bad failer, you 
will proceed fingly to the coaft, leaving her to follow at Icifurc, to put into execution 
your inftiudions; but this being a very unlikely circumftance, as you will probably find 
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her a prime failer, — in that cafe, ^ ou will proceed in company to the Coa(^, until you mak& 
Cape Saint James; when (he will immediately feparate from you. 

As you (leer along the North-weft fide of the Great Ifland, you will explore it mmiitc- 
ly, to the height of 5^° North j where refides a chief, whofe diftriift is large, and v.I ^re 
Captain Dixon procured, in a few hours, two hundred cloaks, or fix hundred Ikins. Be- 
tween this Chief's refidence and Cape Saint James, is a track of coaft unexplored ; and w^e 
may not, perhaps, vainly flatter ourfelvcs, if we fuppofc, that in fuch an extent of country 
there refide many chiefs and numerous inhabitants. The monfoon wdll gradually blow 
you along this coaft; and as you will have time and the feafon before you, you vs'ill ex- 
plore it thoroughly. Having pcrfoimed this point, from which great advantages mav be 
expedted, you will, of courfe, proceed to Otter Sound, and the bay to which you have 
been pleafed to give my name. From hence you will proceed gradually to Prince 
William’s Sound, vifiting the various places on the coaft vvnere you have already been, 
and with which you are now fo well acquainted, particularly Ciofs Sound, which appears 
to be of fuperior importance. In purfuing this track, I recommend your arriving there 
by the twentieth of May; where I think you ought to remain till the firft of June, in order 
to draw', if poflible, fomething from Cook’s River; to which place I would by no means 
have you go, as it is now totally in the pofleflfion of the Ruffians : proceeding there 
would only be a wafte of valuable time. On the firft of June, thercfoie, you will leave 
the Sound, and again proceed to the Southward, retracing your old ftations, (collcdting 
the furs as they are procured), until you arrive at the place you have appointed to meet 
the America. That period, I beg may not be later than the firft of Auguft, 1789. 

As there isfufficient fcope to employ the N. W. America between the latitudes of 50® 
and 45** 30' North, fo in this ftation muft flic be occupied. Therefore let your orders to 
Mr. Funter be clear and explicit. When you feparate at Cape Saint James, he will pro- 
ceed into the Great Channel, and fleer up the Nonh-caft fide of the Great Iflaftd, as high 
as 54° 30' North; and be employed alternately between the ifland and the main-land .of 
America; a plan of which is now in your polFelfion, as well as information of the various 
chiefs, and their places ot refidence : — the paper of intelligence refjxding this w hich I 
fortunately procured, accompanies thefe inftrndlions; a copy of which you wdll give Mr. 
Funter, with a ftridt charge not to proceed to the North Weft fide of the Great Ifland/ ex- 
cept in your jrrogrefs you fie occafion to dircfl him. The N. W. America is fo admirably 
adapted for this ftation, that we cannot but congratulate ourfelvcs on building fuch a 
vcfTcl. When the winds blow hard from the Great Ifland, Ihe has but to fiek ibclter on 
the American (bore, amongft the many bays and harbours that are there, where refide 
numerous inhabitants. When he is driven from this ftation by ftrong winds, the Eaftern 
fliores of the Great Ifland afford a certain afylum, — particularly the harbour of Pore 
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Royal. Thus will Ihe be employed until the period that you appoint for the rendezvous 
arrives; which, I trud, will be about the beginning of Auguft. By this time flie will 
have traverfed repeatedly the head of the Great Ifland, — the North-eaftern Ihore of the 
fame, — and all the main continent from 50* 30' North, to 54® 30' North. Thus every 
inch of ground between Prince William’s Sound and Nootka will be occupied and repeat- 
edly traverfed, except the North Weft fide of the Great Ifland; and as here again you may 
expeft a further fupply fince you left ir, I leave it entirely to your option and diferetion to 
permit the N. W. America to run down this ftation, on her way to join me at Nootka. 

When yon meet at the time appointed, you will write me fullv of your proceedings; 
and you will proceed with the Iphigcnia, with all difpatch, to Mednoi, or Copper Ifland; 
where I truft you will arrive by the tenth of September, or at lead before the North-wefters 
fet in. 

In performing this part of your inftrudlions, I leave you to adl at diferetion, and as cir- 
cumftanccs arife. You may meet with, or hear of other (hips being on your ftation, with 
whom you will have to contend; or other material circumftances, which may make a 
deviation from thefe orders necelfary. I therefore here leave you entirely free; as I muft 
repeat, I do alfo in every other refpe^t. I have pointed out the ohjeft of Copper IHand ; and 
no fcafon appears fo favourable to put a vifitto it in execution as the month of Augufl; by 
which period, I truft, both you and the N. W, Amcnc.i will have fwepr the Northern 
ftation effectually; at leaft, what remains to be done, you will order Mr. Funtcr to per- 
form previous to his joining me at Nootka; at which place I fliall await his arrival until 
the 20th day of November, 1789; when feeing nothing of him, on that day I lhall pro- 
ceed to the Sandwich Iflands, and wait your and his arrival in Wymeo Bay, on the ifland 
of Atooi; or at the anchoring-ground, the ifland of Onchow, until the firft day of 
January, 1790; when, neither you nor the N. W. America arriving, I lhall conclude that 
fomc fatal accident has happened, and make the beft of my way to China. This period 
leaves fufficient time for the completion of all operations ; yet 1 hope that the Iphigcnia and 
N. W. America will reach the iflands by the firft of December, 1789. 

I here leave difcrctional powers with you; fearful of circumftances arlling which 
no human forefight can guard againft. You will perceive how much I rely on your 
judgment and abilities. 

Favourable winds may permit you to reach Copper Ifland by the i ft of September; when 
you will explore the ifland, and endeavour to find a place of Ihclicr agiinft the approach- 
ing cquinoClial,— ever to be dreaded in high Northern latitudes. If the copper-ore is in 
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huge mafles, you muft blow them up with powder, and lade on board as much as you 
can, with fafety to yourfhip; and alfo of fandel-wood, or of any other fwcct-fccnted 
wood that you may find. Having performed this, you will embrace the Northerly winds, 
which by this time will be fet in, and proceed direft to join me at the Sandwich Iflcs, 
as before intruded i — when the future operations will be adjufted for the returning Ihip 
to proceed to China. 


Wilhing you health and fuccefs. 


Felice, Friendly Cove, in King Geerge*s Sound, 
September 20 , 1788 . 


I remain, dear Sir, 

Your very obedient Servant, 

J. M E A R E S. 
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1 . 

COPY OF THE MEMORIAL 


Prefented to The House of Commons, May 13, 1790 : — Containing every 
Particular refpeSiing the Capture of the VeJJeh in Nootka Sound. 


Memorial of John Meares, Lieutenant in his Majcfly’s Navj', mofl humbly 
flieweth, — That early in the year 1786, certain merchants refiding in the Eaft 
Indies, and under the immediate protedion of the Company, defirous of opening a trade 
with the North Weft Coaft of America, for fupplying the Chinefe market with furs and 
ginfeng, communicated fuch defign to Sir John Maepherfon, the governor-general of 
India, who not only approved of the plan, but joined in the fubfeription for its execu- 
tion; and two vcffcls were accordingly purchafed, and placed under the orders and com- 
mand of your Mcmorialift. 

That in the month of March your Memorialift difpatched one of the faid veflels, 
which he named The Scxi Otter, under the command of Mr. Tipping, to Prince Wil- 
liam’s Sound, and followed her in the other Ihip, which he named The Nootka. 

That on your Mcmorinlift’s arrival in Prince William’s Sound, in the month of Sep- 
tember, he found the Sea O.cer had left that place a few days before ; and, from intel- 
ligence he has fince received, the ftiip was foon after unfortunately loft off the coaft of 
Kamtfchatka. 

That your Memorialift remained in Prince William’s Sound the whole of the winter ; 
in the courfc of which time he opened an exrcnfivc trade with the natives; and having 
colleded a cargo of furs, he proceeded to China, in the autumn of 1787. 

That in the month of January 17S8, your Memorialift having difpofed of the Nootka, 
he, in conjundion with feveral Britifh merchants refiding in India, purchafed and fitted 
out two other veffels, named the Felice and Iphigenia; the former your Memorialift 
commanded, and the latter he put under the diredion of Mr. William Douglafs. That 
your Memorialift proceeded from China to the Port of Nootka, or King George’s Sound, 
which he reached in the month of May, and the Iphigenia arrived in Cook’s River in the 
month of June. 

That your Memorialift, immediately on his arrival in Nootka Sound, purchafed from 
Maquilla, the chief of the diftrid contiguous to, and furrounding that place, a fpot of 
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ground* wherton he built a houfc for his occafional refidcnce, as well as for the more con- 
venient purfuit of his trade with the natives^ and hoiHed the Britifh colours thereon i 
that he alfo credted a breaft-work, which furroundcd the houfe, and mounted one three- 
pounder in front ; that having fo done^ your Memorialift proceeded to trade on the coaft, 
the Felice taking her route to the Southward, and the Iphigenia to the Northward, con- 
fining themfelvcs within the limits of 6o* and 45® jo' North, and returned to Nootka 
Sound in the month of September; that on your Mcmorialift’s arrival there, his people, 
whom he had left behind, had nearly compleatcd a vcflcl, which, previous to his depar- 
ture, he had laid down ; and that the faid veffel was foon after launched by your Memo- 
rialift, and called the North-Weft America, mcafuring about forty tons, and was equip- 
ped with all expedition to aflift him in his enterprizes. 

That, during the abfence of your Memorialift from Nootka Sound, he obtained from 
Wicananifli, the chief of the diftrift furrounding Port Cox and Port Effingham, fituated 
in the latitudes 48® and 49®, in confcqucncc of confiderable prefents, the promife of m 
/ree and exclujivt trade with the natives of the diftriSt, and alfo his permiffion to build any ftore- 
houfes, or other edifices, which he might judge neceflary; that he alfo acquired the fame 
privilege of exclufive trade from Tatootche, the chief of the country bordering on the 
Straits of John Dc Fuca, and purchafed from him a trad of land within the faid ftrait, 
which one of your Memorialift’s officers took pofleffion of in the King’s name, calling the 
fame Tatootche, in honour of the chief. 

That the Iphigenia, in her progrefs to the Southward, alfo vifited fevcral ports, and in 
confequence of prefents to the chiefs of the country, her commander had aflurancet 
given to him of not only a free accefs, but of an exclufive trade upon that coaft, no other 
European veflcl having been there before her. 

That your Memorialift, on the 23d of September, having colledcd a cargo of furs, 
proceeded in the Felice to China, leaving the Iphigenia and the North-Weft America in 
Nootka Sound, with orders to winter at' the Sandwich Iflands, and to return to the coaft 
in the Spring. That your Memorialift arrived in China early in the month of December, 
where he fold his cargo, and alfo the Ihip Felice. 

That a few days after your Memorialift’s arrival in China, the (hips Prince of Walei 
and Princefs Royal, fitted out from the Port of London by Meffrs. John and Cadman 
Etches and Co. came to Canton from a trading voyage on the North Weft Coaft of Ame- 
rica; and your .Memorialift finding that they had embarked in this commerce under 
licences granted to them by the Eaft India and South Sea Companies, which would not 
expire until the year 1790, and apprehending at the fame time that the trade would fuf- 
fer by a competition, he and his partners aflbeiated themfclvcs with the faid Meflrs. 
Etches and Co, and a formal agreement was executed in confcqucncc between your Mc- 
morialift and Mr. John Etches, then fupracargo of thctwofliips, making a joint ftock 
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of all the vcflcls and property employed in that trade ; and under chat firm they pur- 
chafed a Ihip, which had been built at Calcutta, and called her the Argonaut. 

That the Prince of Wales having been chartered to load teas for the Eaft India Com- 
pany, foon after returned to England ; and the Princefs Royal and Argonaut were ordered 
by your Memorialifl to f^il for the coaft of America, under the command of Mr. James 
Colnett, to whom the charge of all the concerns of the company on the coaft had been 
committed, 

Mr. Colnett was direifled to fix his refidence at Nootka Sound, and, with that view, 
toeredt a fubftantial houfe on the fpot which your Memorialift had purchafed in the pre- 
ceding year; as will appear by a copy of his inftrudlions hereunto annexed. 

That the Princefs Royal and Argonaut, loaded with ftores and provifions of all 
deferiptions, with articles eftimated to be fufficient for the trade for three years, and a 
velTel on board in frame, of about thirty tons burthen, bft China accordingly in the 
months of April and May, 1789- They had alfo on board, in addition to their crews, 
feveral artificers of different profefflons, and near feventy Chinefe, w'ho intended to be- 
come fcttlers on the American coaft, in the fcrvice, and under the protedion of the af- 
fociated company. 

That on the 24th of April, 1789, the Iphigcnia returned to Nootka Sound j and that 
the North-Weft America reached that place a few days after: that they found, on their 
arrival in that port, two American veffels, which had wintered there ; one of them was 
called the Columbia, the other the Waftiington : that on the 29th of the fame month, 
the North-Weft America was difpatched to the Northward to trade, and alfo to explore 
the Archipelago of St. Lazarus. 

That on the 6th of May, the Iphigcnia being then at anchor in Noorka Sound, a 
Spaniih Ihip of war, called the Princelfa, commanded by Don Stephen Jofeph Martinez, 
mounting twenty-fix guns, which had failed from the Port of San Bias, in the Province 
of Mexico, anchored in Nootka Sound, and was joined on the 13th by a Spanifh fnow of 
fixteen guns, called the San Carlos, which veflel had alfo failed from San Bias, loaded 
with cannon and other warlike ftores. 

That from the time of the arrival of the PrinceflTa until the 14th of May, mutual civi- 
lities paired between C'aptain Doughs and the Spanifh officers, and even fupplies were 
obtained from Don Martinez for the ufe of the Ihip; but on that day he. Captain 
Douglas, was ordered on board the Princeffa, and, to his great furprize, was informed 
by Don Martinez, that he had the King’s orders to feize all Ihips and vefiTels he might 
find upon that coaft, and that he, the Commander of the Iphigcnia, w'as then his pri- 
foncr ; that Don Martinez thereupon inftruded his officers to take poffeflaon of the Iphi- 
genia, which they accordingly did, in the name of his Catholic Majefty, and the officers 
and crew of that ftiip were immediately conveyed as prifoners on board the Spaniih Ihips, 
where they were put in irons, and were otherwife ill treated. 
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That as foon as the Iphigenia had been fcized, Don Martinez rook pofleflion of the 
lands belonging to your Mcmorialift, on which his tern poriry habiiation before mentioned 
had been ereded, holding thereon the ftandard of Spain, and .performing fuch ceremo- 
nies as your Memorialirt underdands are ufual on fuch occafions; clccJaring^at the fame 
time, that all the lands comprized between Cape Horn and the dxrieth degree of North 
latitude. did belong to his Catholic Majedy; he then proceeded to build batteries, florc- 
houfes, &c. in the execution of which he forcibly employed fome of the crew of the 
Iphigenia, and many of them who attempted to refid were very fcverely punidicd. 

That during the time the comrnander of the Iphigenia remained in captivity, he bad 
frequently been urged by Don Martinez to fign an indrument, purporting, as he was in- 
formed, (not underdanding himfelf the Spanifli language) that Don Martinez had found 
him at anchor in Nootka Sound ; that he was at that time in gieat didrefs j that he had 
furnidicd him with every thing neceflary for his paflage to the Sandwich iflands ; and that 
his navigation had in no refpcdl been molcded or interrupted ; but which paper, on in- 
fpedion of a copy thereof, delivered to Mr. Douglas, and hereunto annexed, (No. II.) 
appears to be an obligation from him and Mr. Viana, the fecond captain, on the part 
of their owners, to pay on demand the valuation of that vcflel, her cargo, &c. in cafe 
the Viceroy of New Spain Ihould adjudge her to be lawful prize, for entering the Port of 
Nootka without the permiflion of his Catholic Majcfty; that Captain Douglas, conceiv- 
ing that the port of Nootka did not belong to his Catholic Majedy, did frequently refufe 
to accede to this propolal ; but that Don Martinez, partly by threats, and partly by pro- 
mifes of redoring him to his command, and of furnifliing him with fuch fupplies of 
dores and provifions as he might ftand in need of, ultimately carried his point; and hav- 
ing fo done, he, on the 26th of the fame month, was redored to the command of the 
Iphigenia, hut redrained from proceeding to fca, until the return of the North Weft 
America ; infiding that he Ihould then difpofc of her for 400 dollars, the price which one 
of the American captains had fet upon her. 

That during the time the Spaniards held pofleflion of the Iphigenia, flic was dripped 
of all the merchandize which had been provided for trading, as alfo of her dores, pro- 
vifions, nautical indruments, charts, ficc. and, in diorr, every other article (excepting 
twelve bars of iron) which they could conveniently carry away, even to the extent of the 
mader’s watch, and articles of cloathing. 

That the commander of the Iphigenia, finding himfelf thus didrefled, applied for re- 
lief, and after much folicitation obtained a trifling fupply of dores and provifions, for 
which he was called upon to give bills on his owners. The articles fo fupplied were 
charged at a mod exorbitant price, and -very unequal in quality or quantity to ihofe 
which bad been taken from him. 

That notwithdanding what had been infifted on by Dun Martinez, rcfpcdtng the falc 
of the North Weft America, he had conftantly rcfu.cd to d.fpofc of that vwiiei tn any 
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ground, alleging that, a$ ihe did not belong to him, he had no right to diTpofe of her j 
that the North-Weft America not returning fo foon as was expe^ed, be, Capt. Douglas, 
was told by Don Martinez, that on his ordering that vcflcl to be ^delivered to him for 
the ufc of his Catholic Majcfty, he ftiould have liberty to depart with the Iphigenia; 
that he accordingly, on the firft of June, wrote a letter to the maftcr of the North- Weft 
America, but cautiouily avoided any diredtons to the effc^ defired, (vide lphigenia*s 
Journal) and availing himfelf of Don Martinez's ignorance of the Englifli language, he 
inftanfly failed from Nootka Sound, though in a very unfit condition to proceed on fuch a 
voyage, leaving behind him the two American veflcls which had been fufFcred to con- 
tinue there unmolcftcd by the Spaniards, from the time of their firft arrival; that the 
Iphigenia proceeded from thence to the Sandwich Ifiands, and after obtaining there fucb 
fupplics as they were enabled to procure with the iron before mentioned, returned to 
China, and anchored there in the month of Odober, 1 789. 

Your Memorialift thinks it neceftary upon this occafion to explain, that in order to 
evade the exceflive high port charges demanded by the Chinefe from all other European 
nations, excepting the Portuguefc, that he and his aflbeiates had obtained the rrame of 
Juan Cawalho to their firm, though he had no adtual concern in their ftock ; that Cawalho, 
though by birth a Portuguefe, had been naturalized at Bombay, and had refided there 
for many years, under the protedion of the Eaft India Company, and had carried on an 
fxtenfivc trade from thence to their feveral fettlcments in that part of the world. 

That the intimacy fubfifting between Cawalho and the governor of Macao had been the 
principal caufc of their forming this nominal connexion j and that Cawalho had in con- 
fcquciTcc obtained his permiflion that the two (hips above mentioned, in cafe it (hould be 
found convenient fo to do, (hould be allowed to navigate under, or claim any advantages 
granted to the Portuguefc flag. 

That this permiflion had anfwered the purpofe of your Memorialift, fo far as rerpeded 
the port charges of the Chinefe, until the return of the Iphigenia j but the Portuguefe 
Governor dying foon after her departure, and Cawalho becoming a bankrupt, his cre- 
ditors demanded his intereft in that (bip; that your Memorialift having refifted their 
claim, an application was made by them to the fucceeding governor for poflTeflion of the 
(hip; that the governor had, in confcqucncc, inveftigated the tranfadion, and finding 
that Cawalho had no adual concern or intereft in the property, obliged her to quit the 
port; that this proceeding had fubjeded the Iphigenia at once to the increafcd pore 
charges, which were inftantly demanded by, and paid to^ the Chinefe. 

Your Memorialift has dated this tranfadion thus fully, in order to (hew that the IphU 
genia and her cargo were adually and fiie Briti(b property, as well as to explain the 
occafion of the orders which were given to her commander, extrads of which accompany 
this, and arc referred to in the journal of that (hip, having been under the infpedion of 
Don Mariinez. 


Your 



APPENDIX. 

Your Memomlift further begs leave to ftatc, that after the departure of the Iphigenla, 
Don Martinez became apprized of the purport of the lettef with which he had been fur* 
niihed ; and that, on the return of the North-Weft America off the port of Nootka, on 
the 9th of June, ihe was boarded and feizcd by boats manned and equipped for war, 
commanded by Don Martinez ; that he did tow and convey the faid veflcl into the Sound, 
and anchoring her clofe to the Spanifh fhips of war, did then take pofleflion of her in the 
name of his Catholic Majefty, as good and lawful prize ; that the above mentioned veflcl 
vras foon after hauled alongfide of the Spanifh frigate ; and that the officers and men, to- 
gether with the fleins which had been collefted, amounting to 215, of the beft quality, 
and alfo her ftorcs, tackle, and furniture, articles of trade, &c. were removed on board 
the Spanifh frigate j that the commander of the North-Weft America, his officers and 
men, were accordingly made prifoners, and Mr. Thomas Barnett, one of the officers of 
that veflcl, and fome of her men were, as appears by the affidavit of William Graham, 
one of the fcamen belonging to that veflcl, hereunto annexed, (No. IV.) afterwards put 
in irons. 

That the Princefs Royal arriving a few days after the feizure of the North-Weft Ame- 
rica, and being allowed by Don Martinez to depart, the fkins collcded by the laft men- 
tioned veflcl (excepting twelve of the beft quality, which Don Martinez thought fit to 
detain) were returned to the maftcr, and, with the permiffion of Don Martinez, were 
ihipped on board the Princefs Royal, for the benefit of the owners; and that fhip, as 
appears by her Journal, put to fca on the ad of July, to purfue the trade upon the coaft. 

That Don Martinez, after feizing the North-Weft America in the manner and under 
the circumftances above ftate'd, employed her on a trading voyage, from which fhe re- 
turned after an abfence of about twenty days, with feventy -five fkins, obtained by Britifh 
merchandize, which had either been found in that veflcl at the time of her capture, or 
had been taken from the Iphigcnia ; and that the value of the furs fo collected cannot, 
upon a moderate calculation, be eftimated at Icfs than 7,500 dollars, and which Don 
Martinez had applied to his own advantage. 

That the Argonaut arrived off the Port of Nootka on or about the 3d of July, 1789. 
That Don Martinez, on onferving her in the offing, boarded her in his launch, and with 
expreflions of civility, promifed Mr. Colnctt, her commander, every afliftance in his 
power; that before the Argonaut entered the Sound, Mr. Thomas Barnett (who had be- 
longed to the North-Weft America, and who was then a prifoncr) came off in a canoe, 
and informed Mr. Colnctt of the proceedings which had taken place, and of the danger 
to which he was expofed ; but that, under the affuranccs given by Don Martinez, that 
the Argonaut Ihould remain unmolcfted, and being in want of refreihments for the crew, 
Mr. Colnett proceeded into Nootka Sound. 

That, notwithftanding the aflfuranecs given by Don Martinez, he, on the next day, 
ftnt the fixft lieutenant of the Princefla, with a military force, to take pofleflion of the 
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Argonaut j and that fljip wai accordingly fclased in the name of hi» Catholic Mijefty, the 
Britiih flag was hauled down, and the Spanifti flag boiftcd in its flead. 

That on the feizure of the Argonaut, her oflicers and men were made prifoncrs} and 
Mr. Colnett was threatened to be hanged at the yard arm, in cafe of his refufing com- 
pliance with any directions which might be given to him. 

That on the 13th of July, the Princefs Royal, as is flated in her Journal, again ap- 
peared off the Port of Nootka ; that her commander approaching the Sound in his boat, 
in expectation of finding there the commander of the expedition, (from whom he was 
defirous of receiving inftruCtions for his future proceedings) was feized and made prifoner 
by Don Martinez, and under threats of hanging him at the yard-arm, forced him to 
fend orders to his officers to deliver up the Princefs Royal without conteft. 

That a Spanifh officer w'as cifpatched into the offing with thefe orders; and that the 
veflel was accordingly feized in the name of his Catholic Majefly, and brouglit into port; 
that her crew were in confequence made prifoners ; and that her cargo, confifling of 473 
Ikins, including 203 which had been put on board her from the North-Weft America, as 
appears by the inclofed receipt, (No. V.) was feized. 

That Mr. Colnetr, from the circumftanccs of bis capture, became fo deranged, that 
he attempted frequently to deftroy himfclf; and that, according to the laft accounts re- 
ceived, the ftate of his mind was fuch as to render him unfit for the management of any 
bufinefs which might have been entrufttd to his care ; that in this melancholy fitiiation, 
however, Don Martinez, notwdthftanding the veffcl and cargo had bcfoic been formally 
feized, attempted to procure from him the falc of the copper, of which aprincij)al ])art 
of the cargo of the Princefs Royal had been compofedj and that fuch fale would actually 
have taken place, had not the other officers of that veflel, feeing Colnctt’s infanity, pre- 
vented it. 

Your Memorialift farther begs leave to reprefent, that the American fliip Columbia 
intending to proceed to China, the crew of the North-Weft America were ordered by 
Don Martinez on board her ; principally, as your Memorialift underftands, for the pur- 
pofe of affifting her in her navigation to China, the greateft part of her own crew, as well 
as of her provifions, having been previoufly put on board the Walhington, in order that 
flic might be enabled to continue on the coaft. 

That the Columbia having reduced her provifions confiderably from the fupplies Ihe 
had fpared to her conforr, was furnifhed from the Argonaut, by order of Don Martinez, 
with what was neceffary for her voyage, faid to be intended, however, for the fupply of 
the North-Weft America ; that previous to the departure of the Columbia, ninety-fix 
(kins were alfo put on board her, as appears by the paper hereunto annexed, (No.VI.) to 
defray the wages of the officers and crew of the North-Weft America, under a fup- 
pofition that thjir late employers would be unable to liquidate their demands ; firft de- 
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dufting, however, thirty per cent, from the fales, which Don Martinez had agreed fhoilld 
be paid for the freight on the faid fkins to the American commanders. 

That the Columbia, thus fupplicd, left Nootka Sound accordingly, and proceeded to 
the Southward j that a few days after Ihe entered Port Cox, where Ihe was joined by her 
confort the Waihington, from whom fhc received a confidcfable number of fkins, con- 
ceived to be the whole, excepting the ninety-fix before mentioned, which had been col- 
lected by the Americans and Spaniards, as well as by the Bririfh traders; and with which, 
after fparlng a further quantity of provifions to the Waihington, the Columbia proceeded 
to China, where llae arrived on the ad of November, and landed the crew of the North- 
Weft America. 

That the ciew of the North-Weft: America, previous to their leaving Nootka Sound 
in the Columbia, faw the Argonaut proceed, as a piizc, to San Bias; and chat her of- 
ficers and men, who were Euiopeans, were put on board her as prlfonersj and that the 
Princefs Royal was Ihortly to follow', with her crew in confinement in the fame manner. 
The Waihington, on joining the Columbia in Port Cox, gave information that the Prin- 
cefs Royal had alfo faikd for San Bias. 

That Don Martinez had thought fit, however, to detain the Chinefe, and had com- 
pelled them to enter into the fcrvice of Spain; and that, on the departure of the Colum- 
bia, they were employed in the mines, which had then been opened on the lands which 
your Memorialift had purchafed. 

Your Memorialift begs leave to annex a depofition of the officers and crew of the 
North-Well America, together with an cxtrarfl of the Journal of the Iphigenia, and alfo 
fomc letters which he has received from Mr. Duffin, fccond officer of the Argonaut ; 
which papers will ferve to throw confidcr„ble light on the fevcral tranfadlions alluded to 
in this Memorial : He alfo has fubjoined a ftatcincnt of the actual as well as the probable 
Ioffes which he and his affociates have fuftained from the unwarrantable and unjuftifiable 
proceedings of Don Martinez, in open violation of the treaty of peace fubfifting between 
this country and the Court of Spain, and at times and in fituatlons where, according to 
the common laws of hofpitality, they might have expedVed a different conduct. 

Your Memorialift therefore mod humbly begs leave to fubmit the cafe of himfelf and 
his aflbeiates to the confideration of Government, in full confidence th it the proper and 
ncceffary meafures will be taken to obtain that redrefs, which he and his affociates have, 
as Britifh fubjeds, a right to expert. 

(Signed) JOHN MEARES. 

London^ %oth of JprtI, 1790. 

Your Memorialift alfo begs leave to annex an acknowledgment 
given by Don Martinez, of his having obtained poffelfion of 
the North-Weft America. (No. XL) J. M. 

No. lU 
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NO II. 

COPY of a LETTER from Mr. MEARES to CaRtaiu COLNETT, 

htcd 11 th April, 1789. 

[/* ^^r. Mcarcs’s Memorial of 3O1A Afrit, 1790. No I ] 

Macao, 17th April, 17 So, 

S I E, 

SO foon the Argonaut is ready for fea, you will proceed on 
^’oiir vo\Tigc, and put into execution the fevcral plans we have laid clown, and with which 
\n\.i are fo thoroughly acquainted ; you arc alfo fo perfectly informed of the bafis they 
nre founded on, that any recapitulation here would be nccdlefs. We place the ftrongeft 
reliance on your perfevcrancc, temper and prudence, and arc convinced that our hopes 
can only be matured but through an exertion of thofe difpofitions. We flrenuoufly recom* 
mend a moderate ufeof the powers you arc invefted with, not only in your tranfadions 
with (hips of foreign nations, — w'ho muft be treated with that good faith and generofity 
which form the charaderiflic of the Englilh nation, and which muft turn ultimately to the 
honour and credit of your employers, — but to all Ihips of our own nation, to whom we 
defire you to be particularly attentive in cafes of diftrefs, or any other calamitous fituation 
they may be thrown into. We imprefs on your mind this point, not only for the honour 
and credit rcfnlting to us from fuch a liberal line of condud, but from the abfolute 
neceflity of avoiding all fubjed of difpute with foreign powers: we hope that no motive 
whatever will induce you to deviate from this point; as we alTure you, that a commerce 
that is not carried on with honour and rcfpedability, as well as humanity, would be 
entirely repugnant to our feelings as men, and charaders as Britilh merchants,-— a charac- 
ter, which appears to us in fo rcfpcdablc a light, that no emolument, no advantage what- 
ever, would perfuade us to countenance the fmalleft deviation from it in the perfons and 
ads of thofe we employ. 

Reports having been fpread of great ads of cruelty and inhumanity being committed 
by the crews of various vcftels on the coaft of America, in their commerce with the 
natives, we now embrace the carlicft opportunity of exprefling our utter abhorrence of 
fuch hoftilc ads; wc finccrcly hope that no perfon or perfons in our employ, will have 
caufc to be reproached with any thing of this kind — ads, which we never will countenance 
or proted; on the contrary, we Ihall ufc every means in our power to have the perpetrators 
punifhed. We therefore moft particularly order, that if, in the courfe of your command, 
any perfon or perfons whatever, in our employ, ihall commit any murder on the natives of 
5 America, 
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America, or on otherf, that you fcize the offenders, and put them in irons, and fend them 
to the agents in China, in order that they may be brought to condign punifhmcntj we arc 
here neceflitated to dwell on this fubjeft, from the ftrong reports of fuch atrocious aCts 
being committed, which arc at once not onlydeftruflive of the commerce, but of every fen- 
timent of humanity; we recommend a ftcady purfuance of a mildconduft,as the only means 
to cultivate the good-will of the natives, and draw them within the verges of civilized life. 

We recommend to you, if poflible, to form a treaty with the various chiefs, particularly 
near Nootka. If you happily acconiplifh this,’ you at once become poflefred of the furs 
of a great diftridt with honour and credit, and without incurring a ftigma; and, if there i» 
a poflibility of conquering our competitors, wc beg it may be in a mode honourable to 
ourfclves, and conducted with as much gencrofity and humanity as a drift attention to our 
bufinefs will admit. 

On the ftrength of a treaty wc form confiderablc hopes; for, although at the moment 
it may not be produftive, yet in time it will be found the moft ftablc way of accomplifh* 
ingour wifhes, and gaining the confidence of the chiefs, who arc known to manage the 
commerce’ of their fubjefts: for this purpofc wc have fupplied you abundantly with every 
article known to be had in eftimation among them; and fo anxious arc we to have a good 
underftanding, and the perfefting a treaty, that wc authorife you to take under your pro- 
tcftionall our allies, and proteft them from infult from all perfons whatever. Our fen- 
timents on this head you w\\\ make known to all perfons whom it may concern, in order 
that they may govern themfelves accordingly. 

You will keep a diary of your proceedings, in which every minute occurrence is to be 
recorded ; and you will forward this account of your proceedings, from time to time, by 
all opportunities. 

In planning a faftory on the coaft of America, wc look to a folid cfiabliflimenr, and not 
one that is robe abandoned at plcafure. We authorife you to fix it at the moft conve- 
nient ftation, only to place your colony in peace and fcciirity, and fully prorefted from 
the fear of the fmalleft finiftcr accident. The obieft of a port of this kind, is to draw the 
Indians to it, to lay up the fmall veftels in the winter feafon, to build, and for other com- 
mercial purpofes. When this point is effefted, different trading houfes will be eftablifheJ 
at ftations, that your knowledge of the coaft and its commerce point out to be the moft 
advantageous. 

In the courfe of the fumnier wc recommend your leaving Tingle perfons to rcfide \\lth 
fomc of your friends, the chiefs of the Charlotte Ifles, in order to colleft the furs; the 
natives, in full perfuafion of your returning to them, would keep back from our compe- 
titors; and here at once you will perceive the advantages to be derived from conciliating 
their confidence and good-will. To fuch people who arc prone to ferve their employ- 
ers, rewards fhould be given, which Ihould be agreeable to their fuccefs. 

You arc fo well acquainted with the American commerce, that it would be necdlef# 
to dwell on the ncccfllty of hufbanding your articles of trade, of guarding againfl: the 
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tmpoiitions of the native merchants, and of imprcffing them with an Idea of the fuperi- 
ority of your merchandife, &c. &c. The tide of fancy of thofe people may be turned ; 
the hckienefs of their difpofition is well known to you, as well as your ingenuity to us in 
combating thofe difficulties. On the fall of the year we wi/h all the fmall craft to be laid 
up at the faftory, which you will name Fort Pitt. 

You will inveft Mr. R. Duffin with the fupcrintendance of this ftation, and ftrenuoufly 
recommend him to keep good order and harmony therein; to build (lorehoufes for the 
reception of the tackle and furniture of the fliipping that you may order to be laid up ; 
and, above all, to recommend to him to ufc every precaution againft the feurvy, by cxcr- 
eife and the unremitting ufc of the decodtion of pine tops.. 

You will, in the winter feafon, fend what veffcls you judge proper to the Sandwich 
Iflands for provifions, &c. In their return, we imagine that fome of the natives of thofe 
Ifles, both men and women,, may be embarked and tranfplantcd to America, and made 
ufeful in our employ; this muft be done with their own confents, and w'ith every prccau* 
tion with regard to their health as well as happinefs. 

We defire the Argonaut may be returned to China the end of this feafon with the furs. 
You will deliver her to Captain William Douglafs, and receive from him the Iphigenia and 
America, fhifting the crews, &c. &c. You will alfo receive bis furplus trade, and all 
other (lores of that nature, and in return fupply him with refrefhments to carry him to the 
iflinds, where he can procure a fupply. 

The furs you fend to China, we defire may be well’ cleaned, and otherwife drelTcd, 
clalTcd, and put into chefts; famples of each quality muft be put into a feparate box; 
every (kin, piece,, and tail, muft be numbered, and a regiftcr kept of the whole, and tranf- 
mitted to us, with your other difpatches, by Captain Douglas r in thefc you will be very 
particular in advifing us of all articles wanted for the year 1790. 

We recommend to your attention the (late of the markets in China;, the vail difference 
between good and bad (kins, as a guidance to your purchafes on the coaft; as 100 prime 
Ikins are mod a(furedly worth 500 bad, independent of Icflcning the value of your articles 
of commerce. All colle^ions of furs, to the lateft period, you will (end home in the 
Argonaut. 

Sea-otters tails and feal (kins now become an objcdl, from the price they bear. — It will 
be entirely ncedlefs to dircdl you in the purchafes of furs, where you are fo well ac- 
quainted; this we leave entirely to yourfclf; but we cannot avoid reminding you, and 
to defire a ftridl attention is paid, that no illicit commerce is carried on by any perfons 
in our employ : on any clrcumftanccs of this kind, the offenders may depend on our 
cxa^ing,in the ftrideft manner, the penalties which a breach of articles may incur. The 
pay of officers of every defeription is extremely liberal ; and we (ball cftceni it the duty 
of every individual to make known fuch circumftances of illicit commerce as may come 
within their knowledge, as in our eyes it is equally criminal^ and ibcw.s a great negle^ 
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of their employers’ intereft, to either hide orftifle fuch difeovery; and you have our moft 
pofitivc orders, on fuch points coming to your knowledge, indantly to difmifs fuch per- 
fons, and thofe concerned, from our fcrvicci nor will we permit any deviation from this 
point, except your reafons are ft rung and fufficient for purfuing a different line of 
condud. 

We alfo authorife you to difmifs from 3mur fervicc all perfons who fliall refufc to obey 
your orders, when they arc for our benefit; and, in this cafe, we give you to underftand, 
the Princefs Royal, America, and other fmall craft, are alwaj^s to continue on the coaft 
of America; their officers and people, when the time of their fervicc is up, muft be em- 
barked on the returning (hip to China; and on no account whatever will wx fuffer a devi- 
ation from thofe orders. 

Should you meet with any of the (hips of MclTrs. Etches and Co. on the coaft, you 
will of courfc afford them every affiftance in your power; but as we lhall have no intereft 
in thofe fhips, if you can induce the commanders to trade on our joint account, it will 
be moft agreeable to us; but no trading connexions whatever rauft be, except on account 
of the prefent company. To the perfon entrufted with the command of thofe ftiips/ you 
will make known the nature of our connexions with Mr. Etches; you will in confequence 
make a demand of all their furplus ftores, or articles of commerce, &c, they have 
to difpofe of, in order that they may be left in the fadoryj and a particular account 
muft be taken of all that arc delivered, as they muft be accounted for to Mr. Etches by 
the Company, We have no doubt but that your requifition will be complied with, as it 
ultimately tends to the good of their employers. 

The number of competitors you will meet with on the coaft, will, we fear, fomewhat 
diminilh your colledion of furs, as well as enhance their price j w'c have no doubt of your 
adivity and perfevcrance, as well as addrefs, m your negotiations. We place the ftrongeft 
reliance on your vigilance and caution ; and as we have conferred on you the moft ample 
powers, in return we look for confiderablc refponfibility, and a happy completion of our 
plans. In a full perfuafion of this, we fliall take our leave, with a ftrong recommenda- 
tion of unanimity amongft your officers, and the ftrideft difciplinc over your people.— 
We wilhyou health and a profperous voyage. 


And remain, &c. 

J. M E A R E S. 


fer Mejfrs, E/cbes, Cox, and Co. 
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NO IIL 

EXTRACTS cf a LETTER from Mr. MEARES fo CAPTAIN COLNETT, 
daud Macao^ 2^tb Jpril, 1789. 

lln Mr. Mcarcs’s Memorial the ApriU 1 790. *To accompany Inclofure No. I.] 

‘‘WE have well-founded information, that Mr. Jaques, Mate of the Princefs 
Royal, gave copies of his own and Captain Hudfon^s journals and charts to Captain Met- 
calf, who commanded an American fhip, when he was in China. This adt of Mr, 
Jaques we efteem to militate fo extremely againft himfelf and our fervicc, that we defirc 
you to return him to China. 

“ As it is probable, that in autumn, 1790, you may meet with a ftorc fhip from 
England, on the company’s account, we have the ftrongeft hopes, that Ihould that event 
happen, that from’ her you will form the entire cftablifhment of the coaft on fuch reafon- 
able terms under the prefent, that will meet our faiisfadion, and enable the Company, 
through the medium of oeconomy, to deftroyall competition. It is probable, however, 
that all thofc engagements may be fettled in England prior to the departure of the ftorc- 
Ihip: in this cafe you will refign the charge of your concerns to thofc who are appointed to 
manage the fame, and return, with the officers and people who are impreffed from China, 
in the (lorc-lhip, or the Argonaut, whichever you think mod eligible; but we rather 
apprehend that, by the above period, you will have fo much tonnage on the coaft, that 
it will be needlefs detaining the Argonaut, more particularly as we ftiall want her in 1791, 
to return her again to the coaft. We have nothing more to repeat in addition to the 
former orders," 


N® IV. 

OBLIGATION TO RESTORE THE SHIP IPHIGENIA TO HIS CATHOLIC 
MAJESTY IF- DEEMED A LAWFUL PRIZE. 

[/» Mr. Mcares’s Memorial of the ^otb April, 1790, No II.] 

ON board His Majefty's Frigate, called Our Lady of the Rofary, alias the 
Princefs, a5th May, of faid year; I, D** Francis jofeph Viana, and Don William 
Douglas, the firft Captain, and the fccond Supracafgo of the Packet-boat Iphigcnia 

Nubiana, 
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Nubiana, at anchor in this Port of St. Lawrence of Nootka, being empowered by D* 

•dcclafe bind 

John CawalhO) inhabitant of and trader at Macao; We fay that we oblige ourfelves (in 
name of faid Cawalho, to whom belongs faid Packet-boat) to fatisfy whomfoever fliall 
prefent to us the import of valuation by experienced perfons of faid vciTcl, with lading 
and other appurtenances on board ; and in order the better to certify in the antecedent 
inventory, in cafe that H. E, the Viceroy of New Spain may judge the faid packet-boat, 
the Iphigenia, to be a prize, on account of having found us at anchor in faid Port of 
Nootka, without having a paflport, permiffion, or particular from 

His Catholic Majefty for fo doing, that is, for navigating or anchoring in fcas or ports 

bind 

belonging to his dominions. For all which we oblige ourfelves to the faid I> John 

bind 

Cawalho, as lawful owner of faid packet, and we oblige ourfelves in his name, in all 
lawful fbrm, with our perfons and effeds, prefent and future, to the fatisfadicMi of the 

value 

quantity of contents of faid inventory, mails, (lores, cargo, &c. contained in faid in- 
ventory; fubjcdling ourfelves, as wc do fubjed ourfelves, to the laws, pragmatic fane- 
tions, and ordinances of faid Sovereign; and renouncing, as we do renounce, all laws, 
liberties, and privileges, which might favour us, without it being ncccflary in the exhi- 

value 

bition of the faid quantity, in which we may be condemned, to have rccourfc tolaw-fuit 

undamped 

for although this obligation be made upon limple paper, we give it as much force and 
value as if it were a writing made before a royal or public notary, and for its force we 
fign three of one tenor, one being fulfilled, the others to be of no value, which we have 
figned with our hand and fignature, and authorized by the Commandant D” Stephen 
Jofeph and by the proper Notary, Raphael dc Canizares, on 

faid day, month, and year, being. witnclTcs thereto D" John Kendrick, Commander of 
the Bollon frigate, named the Columbia, and D" Jofeph Ingraham, fccond captain and 
firft pilot of faid frigate; and of this I give faith — Francis Jofeph Viana— William 
Douglas — John Kendrick — ^Jofeph Ingraham — Stephen Jofeph Martinez — ^Raphael de 
Canizares. 

This is a literal copy of the Obligation, of which triplicates were figned at 
the foot of the inventory made of the faid packet-boat of Macao, whereof 
I certify. On board the Princefs frigate, 26th May, 1789. 

RAPHAEL DE CANIZARE& 


No V. 
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NO V. 

EXTRACT of rt LETTER from Mr. MEARES to Cart. M’ILLIAM DOUGLAS, 
Commanding the IPHIGENIA; dated at Sea, id I'ekuary, 1788. 

[/« Mr. Mearcs’s Memorial »f the ^oth Jpr\l, 1790. No III. J 

O N your return to Macao you will feal up your log-book, charts, plans, &c. 
&c. &c. and forward them to Daniel Beale, Efquire, Canton, who is the ollenfiblc agent 
for the concern; and you have the moft particular injundions not to communicate, or 
give copies of any charts or plans that you may make^ as your employers aflert a right to 
all of them, and as fuch will claim them. 

Should you, in the courfc of your voyage, meet with the vefTels of any other nation, 
you will have as little communication with them as poffible; fhould they be of fuperior 
force, and defire to fee your papers, you will fhew them. You will be on your guard 
againft furprize. Should they be either Ruffian, Englifh, Spanifli, or any other civilized 
nation, and be authorized to examine your papers, you will permit them, and treat them 
with civility and friendfliip; but at the fame time you muft be on your guard. Should 
they attempt to feize you, or even carry you out of your way, you will prevent it by 
every means in your power, and repel force by force; you will on your arrival proteft 
publickly, before a proper officer, againft fuch illegal procedure, and afeertain, as near 
as you can, the value of your cargo and vefleJ, and fend fuch proteft, with a full account 
of the tranfadlon, to us at China. 

Should you, in fuch conffid, have the fuperiority, you will then take poffeffion of the 
veffcl that attacked you, as alfo her cargo, and bring both, with the officers and crew, to 
China, that they may be condemned, and their crews puniihed as pirates. 


NO VI. 

EXTRACT of a LETTER /row Mr. MEARES to Mr. R. FUNTER, Second Officer of the 
FELICE, commanding /Ar AMERICA ; dated Friendly Cove, Nootka Sound, 1 oth Sept, 1788. 

[In Mr. Mcarcs'S Memorial of the ^oth April, 179a To accompanj Inclofure No III.] 

YOU are, on no account, to hold any colours until fuch rime as yojr employers 
give you orders for this purpofe, except on taking pofleffion of any new difeovered land; 
you will then do it, with the ufual formality, for the Crown of Great Britain. 


No VII. 
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VII. 

THE INFORMATION OF WILLIAM GRAHAM. 


[In Mr. Mcares’s Memorial of tbt ^tb AfriU 1790. No IV.] 


> The Information of William Graham, of Grub Street, Mariner, taken 
towlt^ f before me Sir Sampfon Wright, Knight, one of His Majefty's 
Juftices of the Peace for the faid County of Middlefex, this 5th 
Day of May, 1790. 

W HO, being on oath, fays. That on or about the month of September, 1788, 
he entered himfclf on board the vcflcl called the North-Weft America, then lying in 
King George*s Sound, on the North-Weft Coaft of America, belonging to Mr. John 
Mcares, a merchant trading in thofe parts: And further fays. That he faw faid veflci 
launched in faid harbour under Brltiih colours, and navigated under the firitifti flag, and^ 
that flie was commanded by Robert Funter, who is a Britifli fubjeft. 

And this Informant further fays, That faid ihip was trading on account of faid John 
Mcares on the North-Weft Coaft of America, between the latitudes of 60® and 45^ North, 
for furs, a large number of which they had purchafed and got onboard;, and that beings 
in want of provifions, they failed from the Archipelago of St. Lazarus,, where they had 
been fo trading as aforefaid, and returned to King George's Sound for a frcfti fupply of 
provifions, at which time the natives were bringing great quantities of furs for falc. 

And this Informant further fays. That when the faid veflcl arrived in the OfHng of 
faid King George’s Sound, a number of boats came out of faiil Sound, and feized faid 
vcflcl, and conduced her into faid Sound ; that one of faid boats had a gun in her bow, 
and all the people on board the boats were Spaniards,, and were armed with cutlaflTes, 
piftols, and mufquets ; that they took pofleflion of faid veflTel in the name of the King of 
Spain, and made this Informant and the reft of the crew prifoners. 

' That on entering faid Sound in manner aforefaid, he,, this Informant, faw two Spahifli 
men of war lying there, one carrying twenty-fix guns, called the PrincclTa, and the other 
twenty-four guns, called the St. Carlos„ with fcveral hundred men on board, and carry* 
^ng the Spanifh flag. 

That the Spaniards who had boarded faid vcflcl as aforefaid, brought her to an anchor 
clofe to faid frigates, and put the captain and crew of faid veflel on board faid frigates; 
that they then took out of faid veflel all the furs and other merchandize, and put the 

fame 
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fame alfo on board faid frigates, and then hoifled the Spanifli flag on board the vcfll'l 
they had fo captured. 

That the Spaniards entreated this Informant, and the reft of the crew of faid veftcl, 
to enter themfelvcs as fcamen on board faid frigates, which they all refufed to do; that 
faid Spaniards then put the crew of faid vcflcl in irons, and fed them with horfe-beans 
and water for the fpace of about three weeks, and beat and otherwife ill treated fevered 
of them. 

And this Informant further fays. That he w^as informed that the name of the officer who 
commanded faid frigates is Stephen Jofeph Martinez j and he alfo further fays, that if 
faid vcflcl could have continued longer in the Archipelago of St. Lazarus, from whence 
fhe was obliged to return to King George’s Sound through want of provifion, or if fhe 
had got a fupply of provifions at faid Sound, and gone back to the Archipelago (from 
which (he was prevented by being captured as aforefaid) he is well alTurcd that they 
Ihould have colledted a large quantity of furs and other merchandize, and that the voy- 
age would have been very advantageous to the parties intcrefled therein. 

That foon after the capture of faid velTel as aforefaid, ftie was fitted out, and fent on a 
trading voyage, by faid Stephen Jofeph Martinez, manned with Spaniards, bearing the 
Spanifli flag, and having alfo on board one David Coolidge, mate of the floop Wafliing- 
ton, belonging to the United States of America, which was then lying in faid Sound ; and 
in the month of July following, faid vcflcl returned to faid Sound, having on board a 
confidci able quantity of otter-fkins, which he, this Informant, faw taken out of faid 
vcflcl, and put on board faid frigates. 

That on the i^th day of the month of June, 1789, the Princefs Royal merchant Ihip 
of London, belonging to faid Mr. Mcarcs and others, and commanded by Mr. William 
Hudfon, came into faid Sound with Britifli colours fl) ing, and anchored near the faid 
frigates ; that faid vcflcl, Princefs Royal, lay in faid Sound a few days, and then failed 
(having firfl obtained the permiffion of faid Martinez fo to do) without any other inter- 
ruption or moleflation whatever. 

I'hat on or about the 3d of July, the Argonaut, a merchant fhip appeared in the Offing 
of faid King George’s Sound, commanded by James Colnctt; that faid Martinez equipped 
a launch with twenty men and upwards, and went with the fame himfclf, accompanied by 
Richard Howe, an American, and fupracargo of the fhips Columbia and Wafliington, be- 
longing to the United States of America, and then lying in faid found) on board faid 
Argonaut; that faid Argonaut failed into, and anchored in, faid Sound with Britifli co- 
lours flying i that the next morning the Argonaut wanting to put to fea, was prevented by 
faid Martinez, who feized faid vefiTel with an armed force, took the captain and cre\v' on 
board faid frigate^s, and put them in irons; that faid Martinez ordered the Britifli colours 
on board the Argonaut to be hauled down, and the Spanifli colours to be hoifted, and 
fired a gun on board the Argonaut, and took pofiTcfllon of the vcfTcl in the name of His 
5 Catholic 
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Catholic Majcfty ; that faid Martinez then ordered all the property on board faid Argo- 
naut to be removed on board faid frigates; that on the ijth day of July, the before- 
mentioned veffel the Princefs Royal appeared in the Offing of faid King George's Sound, 
and that Robert Hudfon, Mafter of faid vcffcl, came into faid Sound in his boat ; that 
faid Martinez immediately feized faid boar, together with faid Hudfon and the boat’s 
crew, on whom feveral Spanifh foldiers, who were on board the Argonaut and the Prin- 
cefla (one of faid frigates) fired with ball; that w'hen faid Hudfon came alongfidc faid 
frigate in his boat, the crew belonging to faid frigate beat faid Hudlon and his men, and 
threw faid Hudfon down the after hatchway of faid frigate, faying. Get down, you 
Englifh dog,” and afterwards put him in the cabin under a guard of foldiers; that the 
Spaniards then launched two boats, armed with cutlaffcs, &c. which went on board the 
Princefs Royal, and brought her into the Sound ; that thev then fired a gun on board her, 
hauled down the Englifh and hoified Spanifh colours on board her, and put the crew, all 
the merchandize, and other property that was in her, on board one of faid frigates, and 
took poireflaon of faid Princefs Royal in the name of HisCutholic Majcfly ; that at this time 
he, this Informant, faw two Spanifh batteries which were created on fliorc in faid Sound, 
the one mounted fixtcen guns, and the other feven guns, with the Spanifh flag flying 
thereon. 

And this Informant further fays, that he remained in confinement on board one of faid 
Spanifh frigates for the fpacc of three weeks, and was then put on board the aforefaid 
American vefTcl the Columbia, in order to return to China ; that before faid vefl'el failed, 
he, this Informant, was feveral times on board the Argonaut, where he faw Captain 
Colnett and his officers confined in the cabin, and the crew in the fore-hatchway in irons. 

And this Informant further fays, that he failed from China on board the Felice, and 
arrived in faid King George’s Sound in the month of May, 1788; that in about a fort, 
night or three weeks after their arrival he faw Mr. Mcarcs deliver fomc articles of mer- 
chandize toMaquilla, the fovereign prince of the faid Sound, which he then underftood 
and believed were given as a confideration for lands which the faid Mr. Mcarcs had re- 
quired for an eflabliffiment on Ihorc ; that faid Mr. Mcarcs did ere(fV a building and other 
conveniencies on faid land, and that the fame were taken pofleffion of by faid Martinez, 
who raifed a battery of two guns, and hoillcd theSpanilh flag thereon. 

And this Informant fays, that there were a number of men, natives of China, at faid 
Sound, who had been taken thither by faid Mr. Mcarcs; and that faid Martinez refufed 
to let them return to Chins, and employed them in ercdlng batteries and other works, 
and, as he hath been informed, in digging in the mines. 

That while he was on his paffiage in the Columbia to China, he faw a quantity of fura 
put on board faid veflel from faid Prinerffit, and that the name Martinez was flamped or 
marked thereon; that in Port Cofe, in their way to China, (and where the Waftiington 
and Columbia met) he alfo faw a number of furs put on board the Columbia from the 
Walhington. 

F And 
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And this Informant hereby acknowledges. That he has received from faid Mr. Meares 
all the wages due to him from the time of his embarking on board the Felice as afore- 
faid, to the time of his arrival in China on board the Columbia i and fays, that the prin- 
cipal reafon of his coming to Europe was to give information of the before-mentioned 
aran factions. 

That when he was at Port Cofe, in the Columbia as aforefaid, Captain Kendrick, who 
commanded faid vcflcl, told this Informant that if he would not fign articles to aflift in 
navigating her to China, he would turn him alhore among the Indians; and in confe- 
qucncc of faid threats, he figned faid articles; and he, this Informant, is of opinion, 
that if he and others under the like circumftances had not given fuch alhHance, they 
could not have carried faid veflel to China: but he did not receive any recom pence for 
fuch fcrvice. 

WILLIAM GRAHAM. 

Sworn before me the day and 
year above written, 

SAMPSON WRIGHT. 


NO VIIL 

T. HUDSON'S RECEIPT FOR TWO HUNDRED AND THREE 
SEA-OTTER SKINS. 

[/« Mr. Meares’s Memorial »f ^otb April, 1790. No. V ] 

*July id, * 7 ® 9 » Friendly Cove, Noetka Sound. 

RECEIVED from Robert Funter, two hundred and three fea-otter Ikins, num- 
bered I to 215, in good order and well conditioned, of which numbers, twelve are 
wanting, viz. No. 96, 17c, 179, 180, 163, 197, 199, 202, 203, 204, 105, and aoS, which 
I promife to deliver in the like good order and condition at Macao, Canton, or any other 
port where they may be ordered by the eftabliflied Company of Merchants trading from 
the above ports to this coad. 

Witnefs my hand this ad day of July, 1789, 

T. HUDSON. 

No. IX. 


303 ikins. 
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NO IX. 

CERTIFICATE of NINETY-SIX SKINS hting flapped on hoard the COLUMBIA. 


[/« Mr, Mctrcs’s Memorial of Aprils 1790. No. VL] 

OF the ninety-fix ikini, I have permitted to be embarked on board the Co- 

lumbia, to Captain Robert Funter, and Pilot Thomas Barnet, on their account, they 
IHall pay to the Captain of faid frigate, John Kendrick, the correfponding freight for 
faid (kins, as alfo the fupportof the crew, and pa5'ment of faid individuals ; becaufethaC 
they might not lofc their labour and pain, I have given this permillion, leaving to the 
faid captain and pilot their right, apart, to demand of Don John Cawalho, in whofel 
fervicc they were, of the London Company of Free Trade ^ as this has fatisfied the ezpencei 
incurred by faid Cawalho in his veffels by means of the purchafe. 

On board this frigate under my command, in 
the Port of St. Lawrence of Nootka, i4ih 
July, 1789. 

(Signed) STEPHEN JOS. MARTINE 2 . 

This is original copy of an order, which they fay Don Stephen jofeph Martinez, Cap- 
tain of the Spanilh frigate, gave. 

Canton, ad December, 1789. 

Makuel Netgolb, Firft Supercargo 

Witnefs, of the Philippine Company. 

Hekry Hopman, Third Supercargo. 


NO X. 

DEPOSITION of the OFFICERS and MEN of the Schoncr NORTH-WEST AMERICA. 

[In Mr. Mcarcs’s Memorial of ^otb Aprils 1790. No. VII.] 

WE, the undermentioned Captain and Seamen of the North-Weft America, a 
veftbl of forty tons burthen, or thereabouts, built in King George’s Sound, on the North 
Weft Coaft of America, by Captain John Mcarcs, agent for the Society of Britifti Mer« 

- chants 
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viiants trading to ihofe parts, and launched under the colours of Great Britain, make 
oath before the Chief Supercargo of the Honourable Eaft India Company refident at 
Canton : 

That in the month of September, in the year of our Lord 1788, the carpenters of the 
faid John Mcarcs did, with the affiftance of divers natives of America, build, launch, 
and equip a fehooner of forty tons, or thereabouts, in the found or port difeovered by 
the late Captain James Cook, and named by hiiii King George's Sound, in honour of 
our mod; gracious fovereign j that the faid John Meares did name the faid veflcl the 
North-Weft America, as the firft vcflcl ever built in that part of the world; that Ihewas 
equipped at a great and heavy expence of ftorcs, tackle, and furniture, particularly 
iron, the moft valuable commodity in thofe parts; that all thofe ftores, iron, &c. were 
conveyed to the American coaft, with infinite labour, coft, charge, and cxpences, on 
the fhip Iphigcnia, as appears by her books of outfit and equipment; that the faid John 
Mearcs did appoint Mr, Robert Funter maftcr of the North -Weft America, deeming 
him a full and fufficient perfon to conduft her commerce and guidance, and did alfo ap- 
point Peter Henry, Robert Davidfon, and John E.ift, quartcr-mafters of the faid 
fehooner, as well as Thomas Thiftlcwood, William Graham, and John Clarke, ma- 
riners, all fubjedls of the crown of Great Britain; and alfo affiftirvg, a native of China, a 
carpenter, and Affce and Aehaw, mariners of the fame country, to compofc her crew, 
to trade along the North-Weft coaft of America, on account and for the benefit of the 
aflbeiated merchants of Great Britain trading to thofe parts; and that we, the above- 
mentioned people, have been paid our full and juft wages agreeable to juftice, from the 
time of our firft failing from China until the time of our return, as the books of outfit 
will fticw, and agreeable to our receipts. 

That on the 9th of June, 178';, being returned to King George’s Sound from a trad- 
ing expedition amongft the Charlotte's Ifles, unfufpedting enemies or other hoftilc at- 
tacks, there did come from thence boats manned and equipped fur war, commanded by 
Don Jofeph Stephen Martinez, commander of two (hips of war of His Catholic Majefty 
then in King George's Sound, and did tow or convey the faid North-Weft America, her 
crew, tackle, cargo, and furniture, into the faid Sound, and did anchor her clofc to the 
Spanifli fliips of war, and then did take poflclTion of the fehooner, her tackle, cargo, 
furniture, goods and chatties of the aflbeiated merchants, in the name of His Catholic 
Majefty, and as a good and lawful prize. 

That the faid fehooner Nortfi-Wcft America did barter and trade with the natives of 
the North-Weft coaft of America, for two hundred and fifteen fea-ottcr (kins of good and 
prime quality; that the faid number of two hundred and fifteen fca~otter (kins were put 
on board of the (loop Princcfi Royal, of London, belonging to the aflTociated merchants, 
for their ufc and advantages. 

That 
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That the faid Robert Funtcr and his crew were removed prifoners on board the faicl 
Spani(h Ihips of war, to their vexation, detriment, and lofs; and that the faid fchoon er 
North-Weft America was taken out of hts care, and given up to the plunder of the fub- 
jeds of His Catholic Majcftf ; that the colours of Spain were hoifted on board the faid 
North-Wcft-Amcrica; that every formality was ufed by the Spaniards, by fprinkling 
holy-water, &c. on the above vcffel, in order to- cover their unjuft and cruel pro- 
ceedings. 

That the quantity of trade and commerce on board the North-Weft America, when 
taken by the Spaniards, was great and confidcrablc ; and that being in want of proviftons* 
(he returned to King George’s Sound, in the folc hopes of meeting with fomc of the 
ihips of the aflbeiated merchants, to receive from them the fupplict wanted; that num- 
bers of ikins were left behind amongft the Charlotte'^s Iftcsr and wc do aver, to the beft 
of our belief, that had there been fufticient provilions on board the fehooner, fo as to 
have permitted her further ftay, that one thoufand fca-otter fltins would have been col- 
le<ftcd, in addition to the two hundred and fifteen above-mentioned: and we further 
make oath, That the detention in King George’s Sound, by Don Jofeph Stephen Mar’ 
tinez, was to the ruin of the voyage,, and the irreparable lofs of the aflbeiated mcr' 
chants. 

That the faid North Weft America was immediately equipped and manned by Don 
Jofeph Stephen Martinez, with Spaniih officers and fcamen, with Mr, David Coolidge, 
firft mate of the floop Wafliington, of the United States of America, a pilot ; that ihe 
failed from King George’s Sound under the Spaniih flag on a trading voyage; that in the 
month of July Ihe returned to the faid Sound with a cargo of fcvcnty-fivc fca-otter Ikini^ 
or upwards, to the heavy lofs of the aflbeiated merchants- 

That we do further make oath. That Don Jofeph Stephen Martinez did offer to Mr. 
Robert Funter to go as pilot to the fehooner, tolhew the different harbours where (kint 
were to be colleded, and to trade along the coaft; and as an inducement to accept of 
this ftation, the faid Don Jofeph Stephen Martinez did offer umo the faid Mr. Robert 
Funtcr the half of all furs or valuables collc<ftcd during the voyage; and the faid Mr. 
Robert Funter having acquired a confidcrablc knowledge of the trade of the North-Weft 
coaft of America, was prclTcd by Don Jofeph Stephen Martinez to difeover the nature of 
the commerce, and to enter into their fcrvicc. And wc do further make oat , That 
thofe offers of Don Jofeph Stephen Martinez were rejetfted with indignation, as incom- 
patible with our being in the fcrvicc of the affociated merchants. 

That the faid Don Jofeph Stephen Martinez did make ufc of all manner of threats 
and other unlawful endeavours of puniftirocnts and imprifonments, &c, &c. &c. to in- 
duccihc faid Robert Funter to make fomc inftrument of writing, whereby the right and 
title of faid fehooner North-Weft America, Ihould be conveyed to the above Don Jofeph 
Stephen Martinez; that all ihofc efforts and threats were fuftained without giving fuch 

ifl 
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an inftrumcnt in writing : And do further make oath. That of the two hundred and 
6fteen fea-otter (kins collcded on board the North-Weft America, twelve were either 
loft or ftolen on board the, Spanilh (hip PrincclTa, which reduced the above number of 
two hundred and fifteen to two hundred and three (kins, which were put on board the 
Princefs Royal. 

That on or about the 14th of July, the Princefs Royal of London, being in want of 
wood and water, and otherwife much diftrelTcd, did fail into King George’s Sound, and 
did anchor near to the Ships commanded by the faid Don Jofepb Stephen Martinez; and 
that Mr, William Hudfon, mafter of the above vcflTel, finding the fehooner North Wc(t 
America, belonging to the alTociated merchants, with cargo and tackle, &c. feized by 
the Spaniards, did receive on board the faid (loop Princefs Royal, with the leave and 
licence of Don Jofeph Stephen Martinez, the number of two hundred and three prime 
fca-ottcr(kin8, on account of the aftbeiafed merchants; the faid Don Jofeph Stephen 
Martinez having determined to capture the, hull and tackle of the North Weft America, 
but liberate the cargo of the above number of tv\o hundred and three fea-ottcr (kins. 

That the above (loop Princefs Royal, William Hudfon, matter, did put to feaout of 
Nootka Sound, having on board the above cargo of the a(rociated merchants, and 
after having figned a receipt for the above (kins, which receipt is attached to this 
affidavit. 

And we do further make oath, that the receipt attached to this affidavit, is the true 
and juft receipt received from William Hudfon, mafter of the Princefs Royal. 

And we do make oath, that the (hip Argonaut, commanded by Lieutenant James 
Colnett, of his M^jefty’s navy, and belonging to the aflTociated merchants, did arrive 
off King George’s Sound, on or about the 3d of July 1789; and that Don Jofepb Stephen 
Martinez perceiving the faid velTel in the offing, did man and equip a launch with feventy 
men and upwards, and went himfelf, accompanied by Mr. Richard Howe, an American, 
and - fupercargo of the (hips Columba and Wafhington, belonging to the United States 
of America, and then in King (Jreorge’s Sound, and went on board the faid (hip Argonaut, 
where he was received with, every friendftiip and civility; that the Argonaut being come 
ofF.a long voyage, and otherwife much difttcfTcd, was enticed and decoyed into the faid 
Sound by the afluranccs, and ref^ing on the faith of Don Jofeph Stephen Martinez, who 
promifed hjm every affiflancc and friendfhip; and that the (hip Argonaut having in 
confequcnce of.4his, entered King George’s Sound, was boarded by armed boats equipped 
from the Span i(h (hips, and feized and made a price of, her officers, crew, and cargo, in 
the name of his Catholic Majcfty, by Don Jofeph Stephen Martinez; and that the officers 
and crew were impiediately removed on board the Spanifh, (hips,, anditbc Btitifh (hip 
Argonaut was given up by Don jofe^rh Sicpten Martinez to plunder, not . only the 
goods, Ac. of the aftbclated merchants^ but. the private moveables. and valuables., of 
di^4>fficers and crew. 


That 
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That Ddn Jofeph Stephen Martinez^ With priefts and all due formalities, hoilled the 
flag of Spain on the Bricilh Ihip Argoriaut, aiid did threaten Captain James Colnctt, 
that if he did not cbmply with all orders, injundlions, ahd other deniands, that they 
would immediately hang the faid Captain Jimes Colnett at the yard arm, which prefled 
lt> forcibly on the mind of the faid Colnett, that it deprived him of his fenfesj that he 
made repeated attempts to deftroy himfelf, abd did once jilmp out of the cabin window 
into the fea, and was with difficulty faved. 

That the faid Don jofeph Stephen Martinez, being in polTeflloh of the ftiip Argonaut, 
did take out of her the greateft part of her copper trade, arms, great guns, ammunition, 
provifions, tar, pitch, canvas, and other naval ftorcs, with all the charts, inftrunients, 
of the officers. 

Wc do further make oath, that the journal of the (hip Argonaut waS true and fsith- 
fully delivered by Mr. Robert Duffin, hrft officer of the faid (hip, to Mr. Robert Funtcr, 
mailer of the N. W. America, as well as the letters figned Robert Duffin, and addrefled 
to John Mcarcs, agent for the aflbeiated Britifh merchants trading to the North Weft 
coaft of America, which journals or letters arc attached to this affidavits 

And we do make oath, that on the 13th of July the (loop Ptincefs Royal of Londotv 
was out at fea, in the offing of King George^ Sound, and that Mr. Robert Hudfon,. 
matter of the faid (loop, did take his boat and row into the faid Sound, and that himfelf, 
boat and crew, were feized by Don Jofeph Stephen Martinez, who made prifoners of 
them ; and did by force and threats of hanging him a« the yard arm, get the faid WiU 
liam Hudfon to write a letter on board the Princefs Royal, then lying off* at fea, to* 
deliver up without contett the above (loop ; and that Don Jofeph Stephen Martinez did 
o^der his fecond Lieutenant, named Montcfarc, to- take armed boats, equipped for war, 
and go on boafd the Princefs Royal, and deliver the faid written letter to the com- 
manding officer on board ; and that tbofc boats did accordingly go to the Princefs Royal^ 
and did feizc her, and with force confined the crew below the deck, and did carrv her 
into King George’s Sound, when Don Joleph Stephen Martmez did order the Spanittv 
colours to be hoifted on the Princels Royal, and captured her officers, crew, cargt', tackle,, 
and furniture, in the name of his Catholic Majcfly. 

That to the beft of our knowledge and belief, the faid Princefs Royal had on board, 
two hundred and fcvcnty prime fea otter (kins belonging to the alTociattd merchants, 
as well as two hundred and three prime fea otter (kins received from Mr. Robert Funtcr„ 
matter of the N. W. America, making in all four hundred and feventy three prime fea- 
otter (kins, all which were feized by the faid Jofeph Stephen Martinez, in the name of 

his Catholic Majctty. ..1. « j r 

That the faid Don Jofeph Stephen Martinez did take poflTcffion, with all due form, 
&c. of the Princefs Royal of London. And wc do further make oath, that Don^ 
Jofeph Stephen Zdattinez did give us, the above-mentioned Mr. Robert Funtcr and fea- 
^ ^ z mea^ 
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men^ leave aad licence to return to China in the American Ihip Columbia ; and that we 
did embark on board the fame Ihip, and did return to China on the an 1 of November, 
1789; and that previous to our leaving King George’s Sound, and the North-Weft coaft 
of America, we did fee fail out of the faid port, the Britilh flip Argonaut under the Spa* 
nifli flag, a prize to Don Jofeph Stephen Martinez, havin>: on board Captain James 
Colnett, Mr. Robert Duffin, and the greater part of her ciew, uith a guard of fifty Spa- 
nifli feamen, bound to the Spanifli port of St. Bias, in the latitude of 21° or thereabouts, 
agreeable to the orders of Don Jofeph Stephen Martinez; and that Jofeph Tobar, firft 
Lieutenant of the Spanifh Ihip Princefla, was in command of the Argonaut on her leaving 
King George’s Sound ; and that the Columbia, and the American fioop Wafliington did 
depart from King George's Sound together, unmolefled in any meafure by the Spaniards, 
hut on the contrary in full frlendfhip and alliance, leaving in that Sound Don Jofeph 
Stephen Martinez, with his two ftiips, and the floop Princefs Royal and the N. W Arne- 
Tica as prizes. That the Columbia and Wafliington did fleer to a harbour to the South- 
ward of King George’s Sound, where thev feparated, the Columbia returning to China, 
and the Wafliington remaining on the coaft. 

That we do further make oath, that Don Jofeph Stephen Martinez did order a certain 
number of fea-ottcr fkins (the number of which we cannot afeertain) to be put on board 
the American fliip Columbia, previous to her and the Wafliington’s leaving King George’s 
Sound, and that the fame Ihip Columbia did go to fea with thofe fkias on board; and on 
the arrival of the two American ftiips at the port above-mentioned to the Southward, Mr. 
John Kendrick, maftcr of the fliip Columbia, did leave the faid ihip, and go on board 
the floop Wafliington, raking the above-menrioned Spanifli (kins with him; and Mr. 
Robert Grey, mafter of the floop Wafliington, did go on board the fliip Columbia, and 
took charge of the faid fliip, quitted the coaft of America, and returned to China as 
above-mentioned, leaving the floop Wafliington in the above-mentioned harbour to the 
Southward. 

And we do further make oath, that the provifions agreeable to the receipt attached to 
this affidavit, were put on board the fliip Columbia, by order of Don Jofeph Stephen 
Martinez, in order, as he faid, to viduai us, the captain and crew of the N. W. Ame- 
rica; but that, inflead of being appropriated to this ufe, part thereof were put on board 
the floop Wafliington, then commanded by Mr. Kendrick, in order that flie might con- 
tinue out a longer trading voyage on the coaft of America, 

That the faid Don Jofeph Stephen Martinez did order to be Ihippcd on board the (hip 
Columbia, commanded by the faid Mr. Grey, the number of ninety-fix fea otter Ikins, 
for the purpofe of fulfilling the contents of a Spanifli paper attached to this affidavit, duly 
authenticated by the chief of the Spanifli Eaft India Company at Canton. 

And we do further make oath, that the (hip Columbia, on quitting the coaft of Ame- 
rica, was fo weakly manned, that we do verily believe that Ihc would not have been able 

to 
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to have returned to China, had it not been for the exertions of us, the4nailer and feamen 
of the N. W, America; that the rcafon of this weaknefs on board the Columbia was their 
fending the greater part of their crew on board the floop VVaihington, in order that (bo 
might be manned, and made more competent to continue on the coalt of America. 

Sworn at Canton, before the Honourable Eaft India Company's chief Supra-cargo, 
this fifth day of December, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-nine : 

(Signed) 

Robert Funter, Matter of the N. W. America. 
Robert Davidson, Quarter-matter. 

Peter Henry, Quarter-matter. 

John East, Quarter-matter, 

William Graham, 

Thomas Littlewood, 

Sworn before me, at Canton in China, this fifth day of December, one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty-nine. 

(Signed) 

JOHN HARRISON jun. Chief Supra-cargo. 


XI. 

JOHN KENDRICK'S Receipt for Provifions, &c. on board the Ship COLUMBIA. 
[In Mr, McQTct Memorial of the ^oth Jpril^ > 790 * eiccompany Inclojure^ No. 7.] 

13th July , 1789. 

R ECEIV’ED from on bourd the Snow Argonaut, on board the fliip Columbia, the un- 
der-mentioned articles j viz. 

<; Calks of fult provifions. 12 Squares of Iboc leather. 

20 Pickles of rice. 2 Small calks of vinegar, 

2 Small calks of vlncg:^r. 

Per JOHN KENDRICK- 

The above is a true copv of the original, figncd as above, &c. 

Per ROBERT DUFFIN. 


n 
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NO. XII. 

EXTRACT of the JOURNAL of the IPHIGENIA. 

[/« Mr. Mearc*s Memorial of ^pth JpiiU 1790* No. 8.] 

REMARKS, on Board the IPHIGENIA NUBIAN A. 

Jpril 2oth, 1789. AT one P. M. a breeze fprung np from the N. W; flood in for 
the Sound. At feven P. M. the tide and wind failing, dropped the ftream anchor in fitty 
fathoms water, one mile from the fliore, and two miles from Friendly Cove. At 10 A. M. 
weighed with a Southerly wind : Ihortly afterwards came along-fide Captain Kendiick ami 
officersi they had wintered in Friendly Cove, and had only removed a few days with their 
Ihip up to Moweena, about eight miles higher up the Sound. At eleven A. M. dropped 
anchor in the Cove, and moored with the pieces of junk ; employed unbending fails and 
getting the top-gallant mafls and yards down on deck ; — This log at midnight. 

— Light winds and variable: the limbers being all cho.iked with the fand- 
ballaft, fo that the water could not find its way into the pump well, fet all hands to work 
in the morning to clear the hold : departed this life Acchon Aching, a feaman ; he was 
delirious from the time of his fall from the crofs trees till he died: interred the corpfe 
on ihorc. 

ltd. — ‘The wind from the N. W. and S. \V, with fair weather; fent fome fails on 
Ihore, and eredted a tent to put our empty calks in; employed in the hold, the cooper 
overhauling the provlfions and putting frcfli pickle in the calks. 

23^.— Firft part light winds and variable; employed heaving out ballafl; in the 
morning moved the tank to get to the limbers. At 10 A. M. ariived the Hoop Walhing- 
ton from the Southward; I found that they had been out fix weeks, and had procured 
about 300 fca otter fkins. 

24/^. — Strong gales and haZy weather, with rain; employed moving the great 
guns in the hold, which we found a very laborious piece of work; every rope we had in 
the Ihip gave way, fo that we were obliged to bor. ow a fall from the American Hoop. 
Having intelligence that a fail was in the offing, difpatchcd the long-boat to her aflift> 
ance; found her to be our confort the N. VV. America; at noon flic anchored in the Cove. 
Sailed out of the Cove the floop Walhington for Mowcena, 

23/L — Frclh gales and cloudy weather, with rhe wind from the S, W. Having 
intelligence that the American floop was bound to the Northward as foon as they could 
get trade wrought up, I gave orders for the fehooner nor to unbend her fails, but to be 
hauled on fliorc immediately, to flop her leaks. At fix P. M. having flopped her leaks 

as 
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ts well ai we could, by nailing lead over them, (for we had neither pitch or tar on board) 
and ferubbed her bottom, at ten hauled her oiT the ways. 

26/A.— In the morning hauled the fehooner along^fide, and ftruck her guns and other 
(tores in; fent like wife on board her the following articles, viz. all the canvas 1 had got, 
one puncheon of bread, one ca(k of yams, one of pork, two of my beft men, and fecond 
officer, who was well acquainted with the part of the coaft I intended to fend her; 1 fent 
on board her as trade, fifty bars of iron, thirty eut up, two hundred choppers, three dozen 
of adzes, one dozen of wood axes, and a quantity of large blue beads. 

a 8/A. — Moderate and clear weather, with the wind from N. £. At day-light towed 
the fehooner out of the Cove, the long- boat attending her out to fea about two leagues. 

May 6/A.— Moderate and fair weather; having intelligence from the natives, thatavciTel 
was in the offing, in rhe morning I ordered the long-boat to go off with the chief officers, 
(being unwell myfelf); about ten I was acquainted by my people, that the veflel appear- 
ed to be a (hip, and not like the Felice; at eleven (he dropped anchor, and faluted me 
with nine guns, which 1 returned; my boat came on board, and acquainted me (he was a 
Spanifii (hip of war, commanded by Commodore Don Stephen Jofeph Martinez, on dif- 
covery; that there were two others, a (hip and a fnow, that had parted company about 
fourteen days ago: the Commodore fent his compliments to me, and requefied my com- 
pany on board the Princefifa (for that was the name of the (hip) to dinner; I went on 
board, and carried him a prefent of a long feathered cloak and cap; he told me, on my 
going on board, he came from Oonalafhka, — that he had been in Prince William's Sound 
and Cook’s River, — and (hewed me a copy of a letter I wrote in anfwcr to one I received 
from Mr. Ifmyloff, on the a5th day of June, 1788. At the time I wrote this letter I was 
in Cook's River; he was at anchor then off Montagu Ifland; how we came to pals ona 
another, he failing from the Sound to Cook’s River, and 1 failing from Cook’s River to 
the Sound, I am at a lofs to know. He fell in with the Waihington to the Northward, 
and fupplied her with fevcral things flic was in want of. I acquainted him with my dif- 
treflTed fuuation,— that the vclTcl had like to have foundered before wc made the port, 
for want of pitch and tar to flop her leaks, — (hat I expcftul my confort from China cvci v 
da\ ; if (lie did not arrive, I nuift beg h.» aflilla'’cc, which he promifed me. Captain 
Kendrick arriving from Mowcena, after dinner wc umt on Ihorc, acconiyani<d bv Don 
Jofeph, and three padrics that were to mike all the Indians Chriftiaiis; I rliouglit taev 
had taken a hard t.a(k in hand. 

•jtb^Voggy weather; people cmplovcd in cutting up fire wood. 

B/A— Moderate breezes nud fair wcaihci ; conjpicatid our fire wood; wailing wi«Ii gi.Mf 
impatience for the arrival of the Ft lice, 

9//)— Moderate weather. In the rnor'vn? 1 nsCO-i*panied the Commodore, the padiics, 
and his officers toMowccaa, to dine with Ciptain Kendrick: in the evening wc returned. 

G i lO/A 
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Pleafant land and Tea breezes. This day Captain Kendrick and officers, the 
Spanifh Commodore, and the padries dined on board the Iphigcnia; having one Sand- 
wich Ifland hog left, and a few yams, I Tent the hog on board the Spaniih ffiip* and had 
it dreffed after their own fafliion ; they added two or three other difhes, fo that we made 
it out pretty well. 

iitb, Cloudy weather and heavy rain. In the morning the Spaniffi Commodore 

went up to Moweena, taking his cot and bedding along with him. He promifed to let 
me have the arti'-les I was in want of at his return. In the evening we had intelligence 
by the natives of a veflcl being in the offing. 

Moderate and cloudy weather. In the morning, having got fome pitch and 

tar from the Princeffa, hauled the long boataffiore, and fet the carpenter and caulker to 
work to caulk her bottom. At three P. M. having finilhed the long boar, I intended to 
fend him down to Wiccananifh. At five P. M. Mr. Adanifon acquainted me that Captain 
Mearcs was in the offing, and that the natives had fold him fome filh ; (having been un- 
well for fome time paft, and now confined to my bedj I ordered him to go off with the 
long boat to his affidance. At fix ditto I was acquainted flic dropped anchor one mile to 
the Northward of the port and hoiflcd Spanifh colours. 

1 Moderate and cloudy weather. At ten A. M. came in and dropped anchor in 
the cove, the Spanifh fnow St. Carlos, commanded by Captain Arrow. He fent his com- 
pliments to me, and requefied my company to dinner j being unwell I declined his invi- 
tation. In the afternoon he paid me a vifitj and in the evening the Commodore came 
down from Moweena, accompanied by Captain Kendrick, and fome of his officers. 

14//;. At nine in the morning the Spaniih commodore fent for me and Mr. Viana on 

board the Princeffa. As foon as I was on board he took out a paper, and told me, that 
was the King of Spain’s orders to take all the vcffels he met with on the coaft of Ao. erica j 
that I was now his prifoner. I urged the diftrefs we were in before we reached the har- 
bour j the veflcl without cables ; no pitch nor tar on board to flop her leaks; no bread 
on board, nor any thing to live on but fait pork ; that if I had fleered for any port in 
South America, the Spaniards would not have feized my veflcl, but fupplied me with the 
ncccflarics I was in want of, agreeable to the laws of nations ; to take me a prifoner in a 
fore’gn port that the King of Spain had never laid claim to, was a piece of injuftice that 
no nation had ever attcmptcch before : but that, fooncr than be detained as a prifoner, (al- 
though the veffel had like to have foundered before we got into the harbour,) if he would 
give me permiflion, I would inftantly leave the port, This w^as denied. Forty or fifty 
men, with fome officers, went on board, hoifted the Spanifh colours, and took pofleffion 
of the Iphigenla. The keys of my cheft were demanded j my charts, journals, papers, 
and in Ihort, every thing that was in the veffel, they took pofleffion of. I was not fo 
much as allowed to go on board, I enquired the caufc of his not taking the Wafhing- 
ton Hoop, as he had orders from the King of Spain to take every vclTcl he met with on 

this 
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this coaft. He gave me no fatlsfa^torf tnfwcrj but told me tnv papers were bad 5 that 
they mentioned I was to take all Englilh, RutBan and Spaniih veiTels that were of inferior 
force to the Iphigenia, and fend or carry their crews to Macao, there to be tried for their 
lives as pirates. I told him they had not interpreted the papers right; that though I did 
not underftand Portuguefe, I had feen a copy of them in Englifli at Macao, which men- 
tioned, if! was attacked by any of thofe three nations, to defend mylclf, and if I had 
the fuperiority, to fend the captain and crew to Macao to anfwcr for the infult they offered. 
The padrics and the clerk read the papers over, and faid they bad interpreted the papers 
right. 

In the evening of the 15th, Captain Kendrick came down from Moweena; having been 
informed Captain Kendrick was privy to my being taken prifoner, and that it was fettled 
when the Spanifh Commodore was laft at Moweena, when he came on board the Iphigc- 
nia I refufed to fee him. This being reported to the Spanifh Commodore, I was ordered, 
at ten o’clock at night (although I was very unwell) to turn out, and carry my bed on 
board the Spanifh fnow, it both raining and blowing at the time. Here I remained for 
fome time without a foul to fpeak to. My fervant, who was a Mmilla man, and fpoke 
the language very well, was not permitted to come near me, for fear of his difeovering 
fome of their proceedings that was carrying on. In Ihort, they ftolca number of things, 
and afterwards laid the blame on my fervant. My people were divided between the two 
vcffels, and every method made ufc of to entice them to enter. The fails were bent, 
and fome new running rigging wove. A captain was appointed, and officers, to carry me 
to St. Bias. My officers were to be detained, and one half of my people on board ihe 
two Spanifh fbips, and I was rcquede.d to choofethe quicteft of mr men to go along w ith 
me. A lift of them I was defired to give to the commodore, as we were lo fail in a few 
days. This I would not comply with, but told him, he might fend home if he thought 
proper; that the Iphigenia was not fit to go to fca till fhe was caulked, and her leaks 
Topped. This they imn.ediately fet about. After taking every thing out of her, cop- 
per, non, trade of every kind, and all my Sandwich Ifland pork, they filLd the after- 
hold with fand ballaft, that w'e had been ar fo much pains to get our. The f hooncr 
North-Weft America, and the Felice, being daily expeded in, none of us were permit- 
ted to fpeak to the natives, although I found an opportunity to acquaint Maquiila, and 
the other chiefs, as did Mr. Ingraham, chief officer of the Columbia. We requ' fted 
them to have boats ready to go off to Captain Meares and Cajitain Funter, and acquaint 
them not to come in to Nootka : that I was cap chetled, that is, takenj they told 
US they underftood. They wanted to know if I was now a colt, that is, a flave,-— 
that if I would go with them, they would fend boats to watch for an opporrunitv to car- 
ry me off. They inftantly fh'^fted their villige about four miles to the Northward, fo 
that I am in great hopes both Captains Meares and Funter will have intelligence of my 
being captured. One of my people on board the Iphigenia, the fervant, was bargaining 
2. with 
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with the native* for fome fifh they had in their boat j the Spaniards, not underftanding 
what was faid, ordered him on board the Commodore's fliip, and put him into the 
itocki, where he was ftridtly examined, and threatened fcverely, if he did not tell whe- 
ther he had mentioned to the natives for them to go and tell Captains Mearcs and Funter 
not to come into Nootka. When they found he had not mentioned any thing about the 
other vcflels, they wanted to know if the natives had not told him they had fecn a veffcl 
in the offing: he told them they had not. He was after this fet at liberty, but ordered 
never to converfc with the Indians, nor fpeak to them in future. I afterwards had a 
conference with Captain Kendrick, he denied being acceflary to my being taken; that 
the Spanilli Commodore had mentioned to him he would take Captain Mearcs prifoncr as 
foon as he arrived in the harbour; that he had faid every thing, and had made ufe of all 
his intereft to prevent my being taken prifoncr : how far this is true, 1 fhall leave it for 
him to difeover. 

On the 22d the irons arrived from Moweena, which were made by Captain Kendrick's 
armourer. We were now to proceed inftantly to St. Bias, and 1 was once more requefted 
to choofc one half of my men, as the other half was to remain with my officers. Finding 
not one of them would enter, or defert me, I declined giving the preference to any. Be- 
fore we failed, I requefted my own private papers might be delivered up, likewife a copy 
of my fhip papers, which was promifed me. The interpreter, when he came to that 
part which mentions my defending myfelf in cafe I was attacked, and, if I had the fupc- 
riority, to carry the aggrclTors to Macoa to be tried for the infult, mentioned to the Com 
modore, in my prefence, that he thought the papers very good. I told him if that was 
the only caufe he had to alledge againft me, it would not be difficult for me to caft him 
in any court of jufticc in Europe. He had now got e\cry thing out of her that he took 
a liking toj and what things I had belonging to myfelf, he robbed me of in as gentle a 
manner as he poffibly could, by letting me know he muft have my gold watch, my fec- 
tant, my ftovc, and all my charts; likewife all my Jong feathers, cloaks and caps, that 
Tianna and his relations prefented me with,; even my Ihocs and boots, and very bed 
deaths went; as a reafon for fo doing, he told me fome of thofe things could be got at 
Mexico. He now propofed to.rcturn the vcfTcJ, and fupply me w-ith provifions to carry 
me to the Sandwich Iflands, if! would fign a paper that was already prepared and pre- 
fented me. This I refufed to comply with till I had vvjtneflcs, and knew the contents of 
the paper. Mr. How, fupcrcargo of the Columbia was requefted to write a letter to 
Captain Kendrick and Mr. Ingraham, to come down from Mowcena, to be witnefTcs to 
^hc papers I was to fign. 

On the 24th they arrived; the papers were interpreted to me, which mentioned he ar- 
rived on fuch a day, and found me in the Bay of St. Lawrence, Nootka j that I was in 
.diftrefs, and in want of every thing; that he had not ftopped my navigation, but fup. 
plied me with every necelTary 1 was in want of to carry me to the Sandwich Iflands. 

This 
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This paper Irefufed figning, for two reafons ; one was, he had not only {lopped mem 
my navigation, but had taken pofTellion of the ihip, and every thing that belonged to herf 
another was, the Spaniards could lay no claim to a port they had never before feen, nor 
had any of the King of Spain’s ve/Rls ever entered. The Commodore faid, in the year 
1775 he was fecond officer* on board a king’s frigate that was on difeovery, that faw the 
port, and named it the Bay of St. Lawrence. I told him, having the chart of that voy- 
age by me, I begged leave to clifTcr in opinion from him. If I did not chufc to fign the 
papers, he told me he would keep the vcffel and fend her along the coaft as a privateer 
to trade with the natives. The papers were inftantly laid afide, and Captain Kendrick 
went up to Moweena. The fame evening he told me his orders were to take Captain 
Kendrick if he fliould fall in with him any where in thofe Teas; and mentioned it as » 
great fecrct that he would take both him and the (loop Wafhington as foon as Ihc arrived 
in port. 

The 24th and 25th, a heavy gale blew from the South Weft, the Spanifh vcflTels had 
each four anchors a-hcad ; the Commodore requeued I would go on board the Iphigcnia* 
with my officers and people,, and fccute her; having nothing on board to fccurc her with, 
I declined having any thing to do with her; he was therefore under the ncccffity of fend*^ 
ing two eight-inch hawfers, and making her fall to Hog Ifland. As Lwas not permitted 
to go on ihore, I did not know much of what was carrying forward there; they were 
bufy in eredling forts on Hog Ifland, and, by what I learned, they were cutting down^ 
large trees to build houfes. The Commodore acquainted me, that laft year, when he. 
was at Oonalafhka, Mr. Ifmylofr told him he expeded three veflcls from Kamtfchatka 
with a number of men; that on their arrival at Oonalafhka, he was to take the command,, 
and condua them to Nootka Sound, where they were to form a fettlement ; that he cx- 
peaed to arrive at Nootka by the middle of July, or ill of Augufl, 1789; that two 
Ruffian frigates were to fail from Peterfburgh by the way of Cape Horn, and join then% 
in Nootka Sound with florcs and other neceflaries that they might want. On his arrival 
at St. Bias laft year he font an exprefs to the Viccrojv who ordered him to fail imme- 
diately for Nootka, and eredt forts to keep the Ruffians out. He likewifc acquainted 
me, that in the year 1786, two Englifli vcflcls were caft away, one was drove afhore at 
her anchors on the ifland Maidenoi Oftroff; that all the hands pcrlflicd except three men 
that happened to be on fhore; they were fent over land to Peterfburgh. The officers of 
the other veflTcl being on fhore, they put to fca, and as there was no perfon on board that 
could navigate the veird, flic was never afterwards fecn-or heard of. As they now had 
got pofTeffion of my eharts and journals, the Spanifh Commodore intended to fend the 
St. Carlos, Captain Arrow, to the Northward as foon as they could get her bottom clean- 
ed and her Tides caulked. Captain Kendrick was likewife ready for fca, and he was go- 


* This wai Maurellc's fljip the Commodore ww in. 
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ing to pu{h to the Northward. My people were after me every hour of the day, rc- 
qucfting that I would fign the papers, that they might ^et on board their own vcffcl. 
Although the Commodore had prouiifed to fupply me with what he thought would be 
necclTary to carry me to the Sandwich Iflands, and made this promifc before Mr. How 
and Mr. Ingraham, ftill there was no dcpcndance to be put on his word ; however, on the 
26th this paper was once more produced, andl was under the nccclTuy of figning it. 

At eleven o’clock on the 26th, I carried my people on board, and took pofleffion of 
the Iphigenia j I was not above half an hour on board when a meffage came that I was 
wanted on board the Princefla. When I went on board, 1 was told by Don jofeph Ste- 
phen Martinez (in the prefence of Mr. Ingraham) that, although he had given me back 
the Iphigenia, he would not permit me to fail till the arrival of the fehooner North-Weft 
America, and that I muft fell her to him for the* price that Captain Kendrick and his 
officers (hould let on her. I told him the fehooner did not belong to me; that I had 
no powTr to fell her ; and that he might aft as he thought proper on the occafion. In the 
afternoon the Spaniards left the ftilp, each carrying off what he could lay his hands on. 

Mizy 27//.?-^Cloudy weather, with the wind from the Weft; loofed the fails to dry; 
employed heaving out the fand ballaft. In the evening the Commodore acquainted me 
he had intelligence from the natives that the fehooner was in a port a little way to the 
Northward. He got out fomc ink and paper, and tequefted I would w'rite a letter to 
Captain Fun ter to come into Nootka Sound. This I would not comply with, fo that he 
refufed to fend my ftores, or any of his own on board me, 

— Frelh breezes and fair wearherj employed fttting the rigging in its old places. 

2^tL I made out a lift of what articles I was in want of ; my chief demand was a ca- 

"ble of eleven inch, bread, fome pitch and tar, together with forty fathoms of four-inch 
rope for top-fail Iheets, and the rope that was woven when the vcffel w as in their pof- 
feffion. The Commodore fent me word be would let me have what things he thought 
ncccffary, and what he could beft fparc, fo that I received on board the following articles, 
viz. one calk of beef for three calks of Sandwich Illand pork that was kept j four bags, 
weighing each aolb. one box of bread, weighing about i^olb. two bags of rice, four of 
beans ; eight bags of flour ; one cheft of pitch ; one bladder of tar ; and one eighteen- 
gallon keg of Spanilh Brandy; rope of three inch, eighteen fathoms; one coil of one 
and an half inch, containing fifty fathoms ; and thirty fathoms of two inch. The reft 
of the cordage and other things were wove and fent on board when I was a prifoner. 

^0/16. Employed rigging the top gallant mafls. In the afternoon an account of the 

articles we had received was brought on board, charging five times the quantity, and 
five times the fum they coft ; in fliort, I was going to return moll of them, but 1 found 
if I returned any I muft return the whole. As I had made no charge againft him of my 
pork, iron, copper, watch, ftove, fedtant, cloaks, caps, and charts which he had de- 
prived me of; on this account I granted him the bills he requefted. There was another 
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thing I was obliged to comply with ; viz. by great promifes he got my fervant, who waf 
a Manilla man, to enter on board the Princeffa; — I was therefore under the ncceflity of 
difeharging him, and paying his wages up to the day he was difmiflcd. 

31/-AS 1 was determined to be detained no longer, I went on board in the morning 
of the 31ft, and acquainted Don Stephen Jofeph Martinez that the moment the wind fa^ 
voured me, I would fail for the Sandwich Iflands. I found there were objedions made: 
the Commodore acquainted me he had information that I intended to go to the North- 
ward, As I had taken great care not to give the leaft hint to any perfon of my future 
intentions, I mentioned, that whoever he was that told him fo, could not be fo well ac- 
quainted with the ftate of my vcfTel as he was himfclf ; that by his own calculation I had 
not above fix weeks provifions j that he had only left me ten or twelve bars of iron, 
which would only purchafe me as many fea otter (kins, and if I was even to dif^^ofe of 
them, the confequence would be but fmall i we (hould only be ftarved before we got to 
Macao, as he had left us nothing clfe to purchafe our hogs with at the Sandwich Iflands j 
befldes he had not left a chart to carry me to China, let alone along the coafts of Ame- 
rica, My people, I told him, were on high wages, and that it was neceffary for me to 
make the beft of my way to Macao, having no other profpefl but to Iclfcn the expences 
of the voyage as much as lay in my power. 

June ifl . — I gave orders to unmoor, and requefled he w’’ould let me have my great 
guns, fmall arms, and ammunition ; which he complied with. Captain Kendrick and 
officers having come down from Moweena, they acquainted me the Columbia would fail 
the day following to the Northward. Another paper was produced, which the Commo- 
dore requefted I would fign, and be witnefled by Captain Kendrick and Mr. Ingraham ; 
the contents of this paper, they told me, was, if my papers were bad, the vcflel was to 
be dtlivered up at Macao. It was eafy to fee through thofe artifices. I figncd the paper, 
and requeued a copy, but this was not complied with. A dinner being provided on 
board the Princefia, every method was made ufc of by Captain Kendrick and others to 
find out if I intended to touch to the Northward. I gave them the fame anfwers as be- 
fore, telling them I had no intention to throw away the lives of my people. On this 
day they drank my health, wifliing me a good voyage to Macao, and accompanied it 
with thirteen guns, A s foon as dinner was over I went on board, accompanied by Captain 
Kendrick and officers, and the Span ifh Commodore. A light breeze fpiinging up from 
the Northward, I gave orders to get under way. The Commodore told me I mufl leave 
a letter for Captain Funter, if he fhould arrive in Nootka Sound, to fell the fchooncr. I 
acquainted him, neither Captain Funter nor myfelf had power or authority to fell the 
fchooner that I would write a letter, and leave it with him, be delivered in cafe of hii 
returning to Nootka Sound, I fliall here infert a copy of the letter 1 left. 


H 
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Capt. Robert Jb'uNTER, Commander of the Schooner North-West America. 

« S I R, 

** ON the 6th of May, a Spanilh fhip of war arrived in Friendly 
Cove, Nootka Sound> commanded by Commodore Don Stephen Jofeph Martinez | 
on the 13th the fnow St. Carlos arrived; on the morning of the 14th the Iphigenia 
was feized, and we were made prifoners, it being alleged our papers were not good. 
This being cleared up, I am now permitted to fail to Macao, being fupplied with 
« ftores and provifions to carry me to the Sandwich Iflands. As there is no account of 
** Captain Meares, I am afraid fome accident has happened to him between the Sandwich 
« Iflands and China, if that is the cafe, you will be but poorly off for provifions. My 
** own fituatlon prevents me from giving you any afliflance ; I muft therefore leave you 
« to your own good condudl, being as much at a lofs how to aft as you can be. All that 
“ I have to fay is, you will adt to the beft of your judgment for the benefit of your 
“ employers. 

** I am, kc, 

** Iphigenia, Friendly Covc^ NootU 

“ Sound, ijljune, 1789. Wm. DOUGLAS.’" 

The moment I had finifhed my letter I gave orders to flip the hawfer, and made fail 
out of the Cove, the fort on Little Hog Ifland faluting me with five guns, which I begged 
to be cxcufcd returning. At three P. M. the Spanifh Commodore and Captain Kendrick 
left me and went on Ihorc. As the wind was from the Northward, I flood to the South- 
ward under all fail; at fun-fet Nootka Sound bore North half Wefl, diflance feven or 
eight leagues. 

June 2d, — Having got out of the hands of my enemies, I was now at liberty to judge 
for myfelf, knowing it would be a length of time before the Spaniards could have their 
fnow ready which they intended to fend to the Northward, and being of opinion they 
would not permit Captain Kendrick to fail before Ihe was ready, the interval was there- 
fore mine. I had no idea of running for Macao with only between fixty and feventy fea- 
otter Ikins which I had on board. My people had been accuflomed to ftiort allowance ; I 
therefore gave orders, at midnight to put the Ihip on the other tack, and fland away to 
the Northward. I was in great hopes I ihould fall in with Captain Funter, and I was 
fully refolved, if I did, to take the people and cargo out of her, and fet her on fire, if I 
found I could not carry her along with me. At noon we had hazy weather ; Nootka 
Sound bore North Eafl half Eafl, diflance fourteen leagues. 

z 
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COPIES of letters from Mr. DUFFIN to Mr. MEARES. 

[In Mr. Meares’s Memorial 0/ 30/)^ . 4 >r; 7 , 1790. No. IX.] 


Nootka Sound, July 1 itL 1 780. 

DEAR SIR, 

I BEG to inform you, per favour of Mr. Barnett, with our 
fafc arrival in Nootka Sound, after a pleafant paflagc of nine weeks and four days, dur- 
ing which time nothing material happened. We lived in the grcateft harmony and good 
fricndlhip during the time we have been together, and every thing promifcd fair for a 
continuation of the fame; every officer on board feeming ftrenuous for their employers* 
intereft. We made the coaft of America July 3d, at Woody Point, and flood along 
fhore under an eafy fail during the night. In the morning feveral natives came offi with the 
reft Comekela (that was brought by you from Macao to Nootka); from him we learnt 
there were five veflTels in Friendly Cove, but could not learn of what nation they were; 
however he informed us they had captured the North-Weft American fchooncr, com- 
manded by Mr, Funter. We immediately conjedlured that the veflels were fome belong- 
ing to Mr. Etches, and the American fhip and floop. We made all the fail we could, 
intending to get in that night if poffible. On our nearing the Sound we faw a floop 
coming out, which we were informed was the Princefs Royal, belonging to our concern. 
We then had not the leaft doubt but there were fome of Mr. Etches' veflels in the Cove. 
When we were about two miles from the entrance of the Sound, we faw a boat coming 
towards us ; it was then between nine and ten o'clock, fo that we could not difeern of 
what country they were. They hailed us in Spaniffi, and afked if they might be permit- 
ted to come on board. They were anfwered in the affirmative; on which they came 
alongfide, and the officer with feveral other gentlemen ftepped up. We found the for- 
mer to be the Spanifti Commodore ; thofc who accompanied him were of his Ihip, After 
having welcomed them on board, Captain Colnett afked them down into the great cabin; 
what their converfation was. there I am unacquainted with; but Captain Colnett foon told 
me his intention was to go into Friendly Cove, and the Spanifli launch took us in tow 
accordingly. About ten minutes after this, Mr. Barnett came on board, whom I dircdly 
introduced to Captain Colnett, who informed him that there was a Spanilh frigate of 
twenty-fix guns, and a fnow of fixteen lying in the Cove, as alfo the American fhip and 
floop ; that the former had ercdlcd a fort on Hog Ifland, on which fixteen guns were 
mpunted, and had taken polfcffion of the Sound in the name of his moft Catholic Majefty 

H 2 Carolus 
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Carolus III. King of Spain j that they had captured the fchooner, and plundered the 
Iphigcnia, but had permitted Captain Hudfon to proceed without any moleftation. As 
the Commodore heard this intelligence, he immediately gave Captain Colnett his word 
and honour that he would not offer to detain him, but give him every afliftance in his 
power, in doing whiwh, he only complied with the King of Spain’s orders. Under thefc 
circumffanccs, and depending on his honour. Captain Colnett entered the Cove, and 
brought up between the frigate and fnow; though I muft add, that Mr. Barnett, with 
others of our well-wifhcrs, advifed us to anchor without fide the Cove, that we might 
take a view of the furrounding objcfVs in the morning. Every thing that night and the 
next morning feemed to wear a favourable afpe^, no obftacle arifing that might flop our 
departure. 

In the afternoon Captain Colnett went on board the Commodore’s (hip, and requeued 
his permKhon to go to fca immediately, which at firft was granted, but on fecond confi- 
deration, the Commodore dcfired to fee his papers. Captain Colnett left the Commodore, 
and came on board his own veffcl ; when, after having put on the Company's uniform, 
and his hanger, he took his papers on board the Commotlorc : he was then informed by 
that gentleman, that he could not fail that day; on which fome high words enfued be- 
tween them, and Captain Colnett infilled on going out immediately, which he faid he 
would do unlcfs the Commodore fired a ftjot at him ; if fo, he would then haul down his 
colours, and deliver himfelf up aprifoncr: hardly had he uttered this, but he was put 
under an arrell, and his fword taken from him, the veffel feized, and the officers and 
crew taken out, and fent prifoners, fome on board the fhip, and the reft on board the 
fnowj but what is moft particular, he defired Captain Kendrick to load his guns with 
Ihot, to take a veffel that had only two fwivels mounted ; fothat it was impoffiblc to make 
any rcfiftancc againft fuch fuperioritv; indeed it would have been madnefs to have at- 
tempted it. The Commodore’s paflion now began to abate a little, and he fent for me 
from the St. Carlos, where I was imprifoned ; when I came to him, he feemed to profefs 
a very great friendfliip for me, and appeared to be exceedingly forry for what, he faid, 
his officers compelled him to do. He declared to me, that he had given Captain Col- 
nett permiflion to depart, and would haveaffifted him all in his power, but that Captain 
Colnett infilled on creding a fort oppofitc hisj faid he reprefented the King of Great 
Britain, and that he came to take poffcffion in his Britannick Majefty’s name. The Spa- 
niard quoted the fame, and faid he was reprefentative of his mod Catholic Majcfty the 
King of Spain: but I have every reafon to fufped there was a mifunderftanding between 
the two parties, for the linguift fpokc Englifli very impcrfcdly, and in all likelihood in- 
terpreted as many words wrong as right. This is as particular and impartial an account 
of the above tranfadion as it is in my power to relate ; but as this will be accompanied by 
Meffrs. Funter and Barnett, who are permitted to take their paffage in the American fhip, 
and #ho were eyc-witneffes of every tranfadion, it will enable them to explain every par- 
ticular concerning it more explicitly than I am able to do in writing. 


Since 
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SFnce our being captured. Captain Colnctt has been in a high flate of infanity ; ibme- 
limes he (iarts, at others he aiks how long he has to live ? who is to be his executioner ? 
what death he is to be put to ? with all fuch delirious exprefiSons, accompanied by a 
number of fimplc adions, which induces me, and every other perfon who fees him, to 
believe his brain is turned, owing to the great charge that was under his care; and lam 
forry to add, that he has not fortitude enough, in this critical and difagrceable lituation, 
to fupport this unexpedted ftrokc. He has delivered me bis inftruftions and the South 
Sea Company’s grant, and requefts I will adt in his name. 1 have endeavoured to convince 
the Spaniards, had we known this place had been taken poflcflSon of by the King of Spain, 
we would not, on any confideration, have come near it : I have likewife wilhcd to per* 
fuadc him to perufe the South Sea Company’s grant and our inftrudtions j which he rc- 
fufes, and tells me it would avail nothing now to do it, as his officers infill on his going 
on with what he acknowledges he toorafhly and hafiily began, and without deliberating 
what might hereafter be the confequence* He defined me toinclofc the grant and our in- 
llrudlions in his prcfence; he took and put arfmall note with them, and afterwards fealed 
it with his own fignet : he then put it under ray care, defiring that I would deliver it to the 
Viceroy of Mexico. The vclfel is going to Sr. Bias, a fcttlemcnt they have in the latitude 
of zi°3o' North, on the coaft of California, where we arc going, to determine whether we 
arc a prize to the King of Spain or not j if wc arc not, as we have every rcafon to cxpcdl, 
ihe will be delivered up with every thing in her, and be anfwerable for all damages re- 
ceived or {lores deficient, fince his making a prize of us; but this undoubtedly will be 
fettled between the two crowns. 

Captain Colnctt, myfclf, Mr. Temple, and Reid the carpenter, arc permitted to re. 
main on board the Argonaut j Mr. Hanfon on board the Commodore’s fhipi and MclTrs. 
Gibfon and Ludlow on board the Spanilh fnow. 

from what I can learn at prefent, all the Englifiihien are to be fent in the Argonaut to 
St. Bias, and preparations arc now making to accommodate us in that vcffcl: they have 
alfo built cabins between decks for the fcamen, where they arc to be confined in irons 
during the night, but fuffered to walk out in the day ; the officers, I believe, arc alfo to be 
ufed in like manner. I am at prefent in poffcffion of my cabin, as arc alfo the reft of us, 
and the commodore behaves with great civility, by obliging us in every liberty that can 
be expedled as prifoners. Whatever deficiency may be left concerning our prefent tranf- 
adlions, will be explained to you in its true light by Mr. Funtcr or Mr. Barnett; for I con- 
fefs-that I am very unhappy, unfcttlcd, uncafy, and in fliort, feel every anxiety that is 
the companion of a perfon involved in fo difagrceable a fituation as I am. 

I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Your’s mod obedlenfly, 

B. D U F F I N. 

P. 3 , 


(Signed) 
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P. S. I am forry to inform you that the Spaniard* have taken the chief part of our 
copper, all our guns, ihot and powder, with the fpare canvafs. See# The former he 
means to trade with, as I am informed he fends his furs to Macao by Captain Kendrick, 
who alfo trades for him on lharcs. 

T 0 Cdptain John Meares, 

Nootka Souni, July 1789, 

DEAR SIR, 

CAPTAIN COLNETT has been in fuch a date of infanity ever 
lince the veffel has been captured by the Spaniards, that we are obliged to confine him to 
his ca\)in ; yefterday morning he jumped out of the cabin window, and it was with great 
difficulty his life was faved ; his conftant cry is, that he is condemned to be hanged. I 
linccrcly hope for his fpeedy recovery, but am apprehenlive he never will recover his for- 
mer fenfes again : I underftand from the boy Ruffel that it is a family diforder, and that 
they all have fymptoms of madnefs, more or lefs. I have written the whole tranfaftion 
concerning our being captured, &c. previoufly to this, as minutely as prefent circum- 
ftances will permit, for I am apprehenlive, if I am fecn writing, they will take my book, 
paper, pens, ink, &c. from me, fo that whatever I have written is by Health j but Mr. 
Barnett has been fo obliging as to affift me as much as lay in his power to do it, Glb- 
fon was fecn writing one day, and they immediately took the paper and ink from him, 
and told him prifoncis had no bufinefs to write. Wc are to-morrow to fail for St. Bias, 
with all our officers and fcamcn both Englilh and Portuguefe, except thofe that have en- 
tered with the Spaniards. They have taken of our llores to themfelves, all our pitch, 
tar, canvas, twine, fome provifions of all kinds, guns, ammunition, the chief of our 
copper, and many other articles that we were not acquainted with. All the officers be- 
ing prlfoners, fome on board one veflcl, and fome on board the other, we have great 
expectations that the velTel will be delivered up at St. Bias. The Commodore proinifes 
me if fhc is, every thing that he has taken to himfclf (hall be replaced at that portj but 
there has been a number of things taken out of the vclTel by theft that he knows nothing 
of; ncverthelefs, if any, and the veflcl is returned, they mull undoubtedly make it good: 
but you, Sir, and the red of our employers mull be great fuflerers, as it has frullrated all 
our expectations: had we not met with this misfortune, there were ftrong appearances of 
our procuring a great quantity of furs, as the Americans have no copper to purchafe 
with, fo that the natives referve all their prime Ikins cxpcCling a capper Ihip. 

If our veflcl is delivered up to us, our (tores, trade, &c. returned, you may jelt alTured 
I will do all that is in my power for the benefit of my employers, and the Captain re- 
mains in this flare of infanity j if he recovers, he will undoubtedly do the fame. 1 can 
fay nothing more, but beg you will prefent my compliments to all enquiring friends, and 
remain, Sir. 

Your’s moll obediently, 

^Signed) B. D U F F I N. 


To CaMiiln John M(ares» 



SEAR SIR, 
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Nootka Sounds July 14, 178^. 

YESTERDAY at two P.'M. a fail was fccn in the offing, 
coming round Breaker s Point from the Southward, {landing into the Sound; as {he near- 
ed the fhore we perceived her to be the (loop Princefs Royal, Captain Hudfon: at feven 
Ihe came to an anchor about two or three miles from the Cove, and Captain Hudfon hira- 
fclf came into the Cove in his boat, with four of his people; when inftantly as he made 
his appearance in the Cove, the Spanilh boat boarded him, and took him and his people 
on board the Commodore as prifoners. His motive for coming in, from what 1 oould 
learn from himfelf, was to fee if Captain Colnett was there, in order to receive his orders 
how he was to proceed in future. Whether Captain Hudfon’s condudl in this proceeding 
was blameable or not, I leave to your fuperior judgment. 

We are now out of the Cove in the mouth of the Sound, and arc pofitively to fail to- 
morrow morning for St. Bias. The {loop is towed into the Cove within all the {hipping; 
and the Spaniards, from every appearance, have finally captured her. 

Captain Hudfon Teems very much hurt at his misfortune, and candidly declares that it 
is entirely from his own fimplicity, and being too credulous of the Spaniard's honour, 
that has brought him into this difagrecable dilemma. 

Captain Colnett is much better to-day, and in general difeourfes very rationally: I have 
endeavoured to perfuade him to draw out every particular concerning our being captured, 
to fend to his employers, which he refufes: his objciflion is, that he has involved himfelf 
and every one elfe in difficulties that he is not able to extricate himfelf from, and therefore 
declares to me, that he will have no more concern with the charge of the veffel, but leaves 
every thing entirely to me, which I have, but moft reluctantly, complied with, knowing 
that I cannot acquit myfelf with fatisfaCtion to myfclf, nor undoubtedly more fo to my 
employers. Neverthelefs, if the veffel is delivered up at St. Bias, as the Commodore 
gives me every reafon to hope that Ihe will, I will endeavour, to the utmoft in my power, 
to do every thing that may be any ways beneficial to my employers. 

The Commodore wanted Captain Colnett to fell all his copper to him, and he would 
give him bills for fame, as he valued it; which Captain Colnett had complied with, but 
I objected, as I thought if his orders tolerated him to capture the vclTcl, they would un- 
doubtedly tolerate him to capture the cargo likewife, Wc are deficient in a great deal 
of copper, as I mentioned in my former; but Mr. Barnett will be able to inform you, I 
imagine, where it goes to. 

Accompanying this, I fend, under the care of Mr. Barnett, a copy of my journal from 
Macao, wherein yoy will find the principal occurrences that have happened to us fince 
our departure. I have nothing more to add; neither have I opportunity to do it, the 
veffel being continually crowded with people from different {hips; fo beg you will pre- 
fent my compliments to Mr. M‘Intirc, and every other gentleman in Macao; and remain, 

DEAR SIR, 

Moll obediently your's, 

B. D U F F I N. 


To Obtain John Meares* 
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